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AD not the with - this 
Letter been more to publiſh 

1 than to pay court to power, 
Your Ladyſhip had been ſaved this 
trouble, For, indeed, the author of 
theſeDiſcourſes hathno talents for the 

* latter. In ſaying this, he pretends not 
to acquit himſelf of ambition: he hath 

J * as MY a bias of original 

| 2 | guilt, 


LN $ 


Af guilt, that way, as any mortal; but 
the truth is, it was early checked, 
and intirely turned from all hope or 
proſpect of preferm ent, *to the ſole 
view of endeavouring to deſerve it. 
In this ſituation, hewas found by your 
ſon, near twenty years agogein an 
honourable obſcurity ; and Prawn 
thence, with ſome, diſtinction tho 
without any ſuit dr ſolicltatibn on his 
ſide), a little more into the light, at 
leaſt into the hurry of the world; 
where he hath continued to this ler: 
Unhonoured, indeed, but (I thank 6 
Gop) unreproached, and — at is, 
perhaps, matter of more vexation than 
vanity) not unenvied; tho he ftood 
in no man's way, nor was rival to 


any mortal, during that whole time, 
either for wealth, 12855 or 


power. 


* 
2 er 
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He 


16.61 
He had "We long, before this, a 
1— preacher: nor did his natu- 


ral vehemence allow him to be.indo- 
lent, or unintereſted i in what he deli- 


vered. His condition of life, and 
the circumſtances of ſome particular 
irengs led him early to the confi- - 
eratipn of almoſt all the following 
Fate 0 ; and a thouſand ſubſequent 
occaſions drew him frequently i into 


© 4 4 


that, what: he now, preſumes. to pho: 
ſent to Your Lady ſhip, are, very truly, 
a «he firſt fruits of his early labour, and 
unwearied zeal i in the ſervice of Re- 

| ligion. | How worthy, or unworthy | 
| they may y be of Your acceptance, You 
and the World will beſt judge. Thus 
much, however, that World. will 


allow, that there i is no impropriety in 
| the preſumption ; ; and that there are 


| + vi H- 
few in it, to hoid a treat esd 
Duties could ſo properly be addreſſed; 


and none (that I know of ) ſo diſtin- 
guiſh'd” for Parental prudence, ſoli- 
citude, and ſucceſs: for which ur fe 
will bleſs you, as well as Britain. 
And tho' theſe Diſcourſes had not 
been thus addreſſed, it were impoſſi- I 
ble for any reader, of the leaff atten- 
tion, to peruſe ſome of them; to 
conſider the diſtinguiſhed Enten 
(there noticed) of the Aartlia's and 

| Corntlid's of antiquity, in the educa- 
tion of youth, without ſeeing thi? 
Mother in a light of at leaft equal 
luſtre. Nor was her care confined 
to One: it deſcended with equal ſo- 
licitude to All her Deſcendants. And 
I myſelf have had frequent occaſions . 
of being eye and ear-witneſs to her 
varied, inceſſant, and unwearied at- 
bes tention 


en! 
tention to them ĩmprovementz, in all 
the ſtudlicz, employments, and nur- 
ſuits, beſt ſuiteg to their ;condition 
and characters, | peak what know: 
let thoſe WhO have, obſerved — 
* abe 1 
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2 man, in my olace. 9 
find this a fit occaſion to do more 
ample juſtice to Your character, as a 
Parent, by diſplaping the glorious 
effects of Your. care, in the confeſſ- 
edly great and unrivall'd talents of 
Your., 80 7 and, many accompliſh- 
ments of his iffue. But this would ill 


become me; nor could it paſs un- 
ſuſpected in me, who am known to 
love him, and to have been early, 
and much, obliged to him; fo much, 
that I have no need of a8 to 


A4 be 


b 1 
be more: (were it poſſible, that fuch 
a ſervility of ſpirit could be ether 
pardonable, or of uſe); © 
3 I pray Gov bless Him, e 
3 both the progreſs and concluſion'of 
YH his life worthy of his great * 
ning. 


I am, Madam, with ng: _ 


W__— — 
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HE Publiſhing of \ Diſcourſes 

I e Se well oder, 
at leaſt ſo deemed,: from being 
often conſidered, naturally calls for 
an apology to the public; and in moſi 
caſes confe eſſedly needs it: but the real 
truth is, that the fundamental Frounds 


and principles of all religious and 
moral duties, are not thoroughly and 


univerſally underſtood. ¶ As the reader 


will, I hope, be convinced, from the 


illuſtration \of ſome” of them in the 


following Diſcourſes): Or if they were, 
the whole extent of rag for them, 


and 


165 
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Xx PREFACE. 
and motives to them, is perhaps iner 
hauſtible. The lights, in which tlie 
duties of life may bs hau, ars as va 
rious as the conditions and capacities of 
men, and the circumſtances of _ 
. and perſons. And rbe 

ua of them may natuxally be as . 
rious, as the drawings of different 

painters, from the ſame Ratues, 772 
ered at different diftauces, and f 
ao foints of view... 

- Several men, frum #heir ſeveral 
capatities,  eonditians f, "life, amd 
occafions of obſerving, may" fac the * 
obli gallons of the ſane Dities, inn « very 
different lights ; 3 fame weaker, and 
forme remarkably Aronger : and there- 
fore no precedent. . upon theſe 


 fubjeis can ſuperſede either the uſe or 
meceſſity of any ſubſequent. M- 
Beſdes, that one mam may have 
talents 70 ſhew the beauty of holineſs to 
more 
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graces irreſiſtibly attractiue;  whilf 
the talents" of others chiefly cumſiſt, in 
aggravating. the violation of ſuch Du 
ties, and drawing clear, and firiking, 
violations.” Happy, in whom the Gifts 
of: Mature, the Grace of. God, the Loue 
of his 'Laws, and Zeal: for lis Glory, 
have \ united" theſe talents; with: the 
ful exbortations, mentions, and deterr- 
ments. Miho that man is, or whether 
any ſuch writings are yet extant, the 
reader can only determine for himſelf. 
Let me however be allowed to premiſe 
in behalf of theſe Diſcourſes, and their 
Author ; that the Subjects here treated 
upon, are ſuch, as fell early, and con- 
_— long, under his conſideration : 

I Fi and 


virtue, bear -ſorne © proportion: to the 
repeated care with which they have 


ad N Aa 


and if they have not attained tbe praiſe 


removed from the: reproach of ſervile 


Copies, - Imitations, or \Tranſcripts'; 
and may, at leaſt, be confidered. as Sup- 


plements to whatever hath been ſaid on 


I have no more to add, but my 

humble and earneſt ſupplicatioms to Ga, 
that they may in their uſe; and advan- 
tage to the cauſe of true religion and 


been compiled, and the chriſtian * 
with which Wie are. PT - 
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Ui Righteouſneſs abſolutely neceſ- 

ſary to Social Honeſty, as well as to the 

temporal. and eternal Thppincſs of Man- 

kind. 

St. James ii. 1 0. "Ber whoſrever ſhall eep i the 
_ whole law, "and. yet MA" in one . he 

by Falz of all.” 3 8 J N «i bee | : 


5 en Non II. 
* Duties of, the MarRIED STATE. 
Epheſ. v. 33. Nevertheleſs, let every one of 
you in particular ſo love his wife, even as 


himſelf; and the. * fee, that my reve- 


rence ber . 
SERMON III. oe 
: The Duty of PAR ENT to their TVET 


Prov. xxii. 6. Train up a child in the way be 


ſhould go; and when be is old, he will not 
depart from it. 


SERMON 


1 
r 
N On the ſame Subje. | — 


SE RMON V. 


op che fame Subject. 


SERMON VI. 
On che ſame 011 


ah - 4 Ae vn. 80 
Ona the ſame Subject. 


SERMON VIII. - 
The Duty e of CarLDREN to their Parems. 
Exdd. xx. 12. Honour thy. atber and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long upon the 
land 2 ch the Lord. thy _ N thee. 


| StxmoN N. f 
On the ſame Subject: A 


SERMON KR. 

The Duty of SERVANTS to theit Maſters. 
Epheſ. vi. 5, 6, 7 8. Servants, be obedient to 
them-that are your maſters according to the 
fiſh, with fear and trembling, in 7 
e of your heart, as wi He : not 
01th eye-ſervice, as men-pleafers ; ; but "as 

| the * 


L* J. 
es ars of Chrift; dig de b 
e the heart; with-good-will doing 
ce dt r ide Lhd. und nor to n: 


. that whatfoeve? good thing any 
nan doth,” re fame ball he recribe of 
the Lord, whether be br benen ie, 


""SxnnON XI. n 
The Duty of MasrEns to their — | 
Epheſ. vi. 9. And ye, maſters, do the ſame 
things unto them, Jonbearing threatening e 
, Anow! 1870 That your maſter alſo is in heaven 3 
nei ither i ts there reſpedt of — with * 


_ ws Arsen . 99x 
5 he b Di of paying Der 
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dom. xili, Part of ver. 8. Owe no nan any 
"thing, but 70 love one another. 


3 XIII. 
On the Tame Subject. 
SuM XIV. 


The Duty ef Rolxns to their Subjects: 
Preached before his Excellency JoH Lord C:xrre- 


RET, Lord Lieutenant of Aubin, in the Caftle- 
Chapel, Dublin. 


Rom. xiii. 3, 4. For rulers are not a terror 
t good work, but to the evil,” Wilt thou 
-- "then + 


[f xvi. * 


\othen. not be afraid the power ? Do tbat 
hair ip and thou. ſbait have praiſe 
of _ the ſame: Her he is the miniſter God 
0 thee en Sead. But tbou. coef that 

* 2001 ich is euii, le afraid; Far be beareth not 
the fuord, in-vein; for be is the\minifterof 
God, an evnger to ee wrath upon him 
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that doth evil; © 0 
21118 19% 1197 11 05 418 * I 10 * * 601 2103 
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DIY N ' SERMON XV. * vic [ 


The W ich of Prince Ma 0p * 


r on the Anniverſary of the Martyrdom of 
[ 0 King CH ARLES $500 | 


Nest xxv. 4, 5+ Take 2 oe drofs from 
the luer, and there. ſhall come forth a 
veel for the fer. Tale "away the wicked, 
from before the king, and his throne Hall 
be eſtabl: ſes 4 in „ 


a RMON-. XVI. 
Avarice inconſiſtent with SOCIAL Durr. 
Pſalm x. . For the, wicked boaſteth of 'his 


heart's tire. ; and — go covetous, 
whom God abborreth. | 
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' SERMON 
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| | SnnION XVII. 
The Great Importance of EanLy Iunuernr. 
Presched before the Univerfity, in the Cathedral 


Church of St. PATRICD'S Dublin, in the Year 
1720: | . * 
Prov. vi. 6, 7, 8. Go to the ant, thou fug- 
gard, confider her ways, and be wiſe. 
Which having no guide, overſeer, or rule; 
provideth her meat in the ſummer, ond 
gathereth ber food in the harveſt. 


 Szxmon XVIII. SR 
The true Nature and Character of Envy. 
Prov. xiv. 30. A found heart is the life of 


the fleſhy but envy the rottenneſs of the 
bones, 


SERMON XIX. 
The true Nature of Px IDE. 


Prov. xxvi. 12. Seeft thou a man wiſe in his 
own conceit ? There we Bits 
than of him, 


SERMON XX. 
On the ſame Subject. 
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ko. Gem, of St. James, Ch. ii. "RO 10. 


Fo whoſoever. ſhall keep the whole Law, 
an yet offend in one Point, be is guilty. 
of all.” 7, 


T is a i ſeeming oat that the 
mercy of Gop ſhould be, every-where 
in the Scriptures, repreſented as miti- 
gating the ſeverity of his laws, and render- 
ing him compaſſionate to the errors and in- 
firmities of his creatures; and yet he ſhould, 
at the ſame'time, be ſo very rigid, as to con- 


PS 
* 


clude men under the guilt of univerſal dif- 2 


obedience, for the tranſgreſſion of any one 
fingle law. But this will be reconciled, if 
we conſider, that the iudulgence, granted by 

Y B the 
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| the goſpel, is, firſt, to returning offenders, 
upon ſincere repentance ; and, ſecondly, to 
ſins of error, ignorance, incoriſideration, and 
ſuch other infirmities as are inſeparable from 
human, nature, and, conſequently, are in- 
voluntary, and unavoidable. And his in- 
dulgence, in theſe inſtances, is y 
conſiſtent, both with the ends of his govern- 
-ment, and the authority of his laws: Wheres 
as the ſevere ſentence, denounced.in my text, 
is againſt. the wilful, habitual violation of 
ſorne known law, where no ſuch error or 
infirmity can be pleaded: And therefore, if 
it ſhould be found, upon inquiry, that ſuch 
a violation of one law would be as deſtructive 
to all the ends of religion, as univerſal diſ- 
obedience, I hope it will not ſeem hard or 
unjuſt to conclude, that whoſbever ſhall keep 
the whole lam, and yet offend in one point, 
le is guilty of all. 

Now that the habitual, wilful violation of 
any one known law of God, is as deſtructive 
of all the ends of religion, as univerſal diſ- 
obedience, will appear from theſe two con- 
fderations : 

* Firſt, That the authority of Gop is 
equally inſulted and deſtroyed, by the ha- 

bitual 
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ger. T. neceſſary to Social Honefly, 3 

bitual voluntary violation of one law, as of 

all. And, & 

* Secondly, That the ak of his government 

are as effectually defeated by tranſgreſſion in 
one point, as in all. 
© Firſt, I ſay that the authority of Gop is 
equally inſulted and deſtroyed, by the ha- 
bitual, voluntary violation of one law, 2s of 
all. And this is St. Fames's argument. Al * 
the laws of Gob are injoined by the ſame au- 
thority: For he that ſaid, Do not commit adul- 
tery, ſaid alſo, Do not kill. Now, if thou com- 
mit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art berome © 
a tranſgreſſor of the lau. And the authority 
that injoins that law, is as much inſulted, as 
if all were violated. It is abfurd to pretend, 
that we offend in one inſtance out of incli- 
nation, and obey in another out of duty; for 
duty exacts univerſal obedience. You ſhall 
walk in all the ways which the Lord your 
God hath commanded you, ſaith Moſes, Deut. 
v. 33. Nu ſhall not turn afide to the right- 
hand, or to the left. Humour, or inclination, 
has nothing to do with obedience; or, if 
doing what we like, and neglecting what we 
do not like, be obedience, it is obedience to 
B da and not to the will of Go 
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4 . Univerſal Righteouſneſs Ser. r. 
And, therefore, this kindof obedience is juſtly 
prohibited in Deut. xii. ver. 8. and 32+ 
Ze . ſhall not do every man whatſoever is right 
in bis own eyes. Ver. 32. What thing ſoever 
the Lord commandeth you, obſerve to do it. 

"Thou ſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh From 
it. Again: The ſoul that doeth augbt pre- 
Sumptucuſly, the ſame reproacheth the Lord. 
| Becauſe he hath deſpiſed the word of the 
Lord, his iniquity ſhall be upon him, Num. 
xv. 30, 31. And, indeed, it is impoſſible 
to conceive a greater reproach upon Almighty 
God, than ſuch a ſubmiſſion as this: for it is, 
in reality, to deſpiſe Gop, at the ſame time 
that we profeſs to oft him ; it is inſult un- 
der the ſhew of obedience; it is caſting off 
the authority of Gop, and ſetting up our own 
pleaſure in its place: and whether caſting off 
the authority of Gop doth not include in it 
the guilt of all poſſible tranſgreſſion, let any 

man of common underſtanding judge. 
Again, as the authority of Gop is equally 
inſulted, ſo likewiſe is it equally deſtroyed, 
by offending in one point, as by offending in 
all; for uuiverſal obedience is eſſential to all 
legiſlative authority : I fay, all legiſlative au- 
thority neceſſarily and eſſentially exacts uni- 
verſal 


cauſe a variety in their choice; and when 
one man was allowed to violate one law, 


Ser. 1. neceſſary to Social Honeſty. 5 
verſal obedience ; it would elſe be uſeleſs: 
nor could” it poſſibly ſubſiſt, if every man 
were allowed to chooſe in what point he 
would difobey it; for the variety of mens 
intereſts and inclinations would neceffarily- 


another a ſecond, and fo on, what would 
then become of the authority that injoined 
them, when every law in the whole num- 
ber would, by this means, be trampled under 
foot, and the legiſlative authority deſpiſed 
in every point? I believe it will eafily be 
allowed, that all morality, and all religion, 
would quickly periſh in conſequence of ſuch 
anobedience; and therefore thatwhich would 
in its conſequence deſtroy all religion, can 
never be conſiſtent with any part of it. 

But, ſecondly, As the authority of Gop 
is equally inſulted, and would be equally 
deſtroy'd, by the habitual known violation 
of one law, as of all; fo the ends of his go- 
vernment will as effectually be defeated by 
tranſgreſſion in one point, as in all. 
Buch is the infinite goodneſs of Almighty 
God, that he always hath the happineſs and 


welfare of his creatures in view. This is 
B 3 | the 
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the great end of all his diſpenſations, and 
the evident purpoſe of all his laws. T⏑ö,⅜ 
ſhalt: keep therefore his flatutes, and his com- 
mandments, that it may go well with theey 
and with thy children after thee, was the con- 
ſtant ſtyle of the Old Teſtament. And Me 
know, that in keeping of them there is great, 
reward —Happy is the people, faith the 
P/almiſt, whoſe God is the Lord; for the 
Lard taketh pleaſure in his people, and they. 
all be ſatisfied with bis goodneſs ; their 
inheritance ſhall be for ever, and they ſhall 
receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not 
away. And the whole tenor of the Scrip- 
tures is to the ſame purpoſe, It is plain, 
then, that the great end of Gop's govern- 
ing the world, and giving laws to his peo- 
ple, is in order to their happineſs, both here 
and hereafter ; the perfection of his precepts 
having a natural tendency to procure peace, 
and health, and happineſs of every kind, in 
this world; and to inſpire ſuch a purity of 
mind and manners as will fit us for the con- 
verſation of angels and archangels, and make- 
us capable of the beatitudes of heaven. Now, 
that theſe ends will be as effectually defeated 
by tranigreſſion in one point, as in all, will 
| appear 


_ neceſſary to Social Honeſtly. » * 
ppear from theſe two conſiderations: Firſt, 
= - aſe evils derived upon ſociety from 
ſach a tranſgreſſion, will not be lefs than 
fuch as wauld fallow from univerſal diſobe- 
dience. And, ſecondly, That the morality 
of the mind will be as effectually defaced by 
habitual impiety in one inſtance, as in all. 
_ Firſt, I fay, the evils derived upon ſociety, 
from partial tranſgreſſions, from tranſgreſſing 
in one point, will not be leſs than ſuch as 
would follow from univerſal diſobedience: 
for, firſt, one man may bring as many and 
as great evils upon ſociety, by repeated acts 
of the ſame vice, as by offending in as many 
others as he could. For example; A man 
that will not ſwear, nor allow himſelf in 
the vices of wine and women, but will 
cheat all mankind when it is in his power, 
and ſets himſelf induſtriouſly to do ſo, with 
all the art and addreſs proper for ſuch a de- 
ſign; I fay, ſuch a man may unqueſtionably 
do as much, perhaps, more miſchief, in the 
world, — * ſingle vice, than he that al- 
lows himſelf the greateſt latitude in ſinning: 
for, as, in trade, he that purſues one branch 
with all his induſtry and application, 1 is com- 
monly more ſucceſsful in it, and attains all 
B 4 the 


their guard againſt him; there is ſomething 
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the ends of profit and advantage propoſed 
from his induſtry, more certainly and uni- 
verſally than he that hath many projects on 
foot, and purſues many views at once; 16 
likewiſe in vice: he that hath one favourite 
fin, and bends all his thoughts to the grati- 
fication of that one, will unqueſtionably 
purſue all its intereſts, and accompliſh all its 
ends, more ſurelyand ſucceſsfullythan he that 
indulges himſelf in a variety of purſuits. For 
different views and purpoſes call off the at- 
tention, and diſtract the mind; inſomuch 
that ſome muſt be neglected, and perhaps 
none attended to as they ought. Beſides 
that, the intereſts of different vices often 
interfere, and deſtroy each other; inſomuch 
that if a man endeavour to be more wicked, 
he oftentimes finds himſelf under a neceſſity 
of being leſs ſo, in effect, than otherwiſe he 
would have been. 

Again, A man that indulges himſelf bi 
in one fin, is leſs ſuſpected; and conſe- 
quently may attain all the ends of his vil- 
lany at once, with more ſecrecy and ſecurity. 
When a man throws off all appearance of 
conſeience and religion, mankind are upon 


ſo 
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ſo hideous and deteſtable in avowed, bars- 
faced villainy, that the whole world is alarmed 
at it, abhors and flies it: and it will be 
hard for ſuch a one to gain his ends upon 
the meaneſt mortal: whereas partial wicked - 
neſs is covered and diſguiſed by the appear- 
ance of ſome virtues that go along with it, 
deformity: from the world; and therefore it 
very often attains its ends, ſafe, and unſu- 
ſpected. It is evident therefore, that the 
evils derived upon ſociety, from tranſgreſſ- 
ing in particular inſtances, will not be leſs 
than ſuch as would eee 
diſobedience. | 3 
In the next ute chad Ani 11 che 
mind will likewiſe be as effectually defaced, 
by habitual iniquity in one Inſtance, as in 
all, will appear, if we conſider, 
Firſt, That the great law of charity, or 
univerſal good- will to mankind, is the foun- 
— tain and principle of all morality: all fin 
againſt our neighbour is a tranſgreſſion of 
this law: the law is general, and the ſe- 
veral particular duties of life are contained 
under it. And therefore he that allows 
amet to violate the general law, doth vir- 
tually 
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tually tranſgreſs all the particulars included 
in it; as be that cuts off the trunk of a 


tree doth effectually cut down every branch 
that ſhoots out from it. And therefore 
St. James argues very rightly : | F thou do 
not commit adultery, yet if thou hill, thou 
art become à tranſgreſſor of the law. That 
is, the law of love; or, as he himſelf ex- 
preſſeth it, the royal law. Fur, faith he, if 
von fulfil the royal law according to the 
Scriptures, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf, ye do well. The great law of love, 
or, as the moraliſts expreſs it, of -univerſal 
benevolence, obliges us to do all manner 
of good to all mankind, and to abſtain from 
all manner of evil. And it is certain, that 
if we are influenced by any regard to this 
law, all the duties of it will be equally ſa- 
cred to us: and therefore if we could look 
into the hearts of thoſe men that allow 
themſelves in the committal of 
fins, we ſhould find, that they only abſtain 
from others, either through want — incli- 
nation, or ability, or fear of greater evil. 
Furſt, I ſay, for want of inclination ; for, 
as corrupt as the world is, yet it hath pleaſed 
Gop ſo to oppoſe and balance the vices and 

4 paſſions 
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paſſions of men, that ſcarce any are inclined 
to univerſal depravity: or, if they were in- 
clined, they are not able. The powers of 
men are very happily limited by God, and 
no man is ſufficient for univerſal tranſgrei- 
fion: and happy is it, that they are not; for 
if partial and limited "wickedneſs produce 
ſo much miſchief in the world, what would 
become of it, if the abilities of evil men 
were unlimited, and it were: expoſed to 
boundleſs and univerſal iniquity? But, at the 
ſame time, certainly there is no kind of vir- 
tue in abſtaining from a vice from which we 
have an averſion, — neee 
to commit. 2821011 

Again, -aliccigt © men are able and — 
to vice, yet they are oſten reſtrained from 
it through fear of evil. It hath 
pleaſed Gop fo to conſtitute his laws, that 
the violation of them is not only attended 
with eternal puniſhment, but likewiſe with 
temporal inconvenience; inſomuch that evil 
and affliction are the natural, and almoſt in- 
ſeparable attendants of vice: pain, poverty, 
and infamy, wait upon it: and it is no won- 
der, if theſe very often affright their vota- 
ries in their warmeſt purſuits, 


For 
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{ For example There are ſome vices at= 
tended with conſiderable expence; ſuch as 
luxury and intemperance: and theſe ſome 
men abſtain from, becauſe, as well as they 
love them, they are loth to indulge in them 
at the hazard of that poverty and ruin that 
awaits them. There are others, who, tho 
perhaps they could bear the expence, yet 
have not a conſtitution to ſupport them in 
the purſuit; and therefore they abſtain, be- 
- cauſe health and life are dearer to them. 
There is a third fort, who, tho' their for- 
tune and conſtitution would bear them out 
in their extravagance, yet are with-held by 
oppoſite principles or purſuits: their avarice 
will not let them; ſhame forbids them; re- 
putation, fear of authority, or perſons they 
have a dependence upon, check their courſe. 
It is true, the world has the advantage of 
their abſtinence, and they themſelves ſhun, 
in a good meaſure, the numerous inconve- 
niencies of their vices; but yet it is evident, 
that in the eye of Gop they are not inno- 
cent; but are, in ſome degree, guilty of all 
the wickedneſs they had at heart to per- 

petrate: and from which they were not 
with-held by any motive of conſcience, or 


fear 
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fear of G 0D. But yet, on the other hand, 
it were hard to conclude theſe men under 
equal guilt with thoſe that allow themſelves 
a full looſe in ſinning: becauſe there ſeems 
to be ſome degree of virtue in being with- held 
by ſhame, and fear, and ſuch. 3 
reſtraints, as it hath 1 | 
us, in our way to vice. 

In the next place, that all morality in the 
mind will as effectually be deſtroyed by ha- 
bitual iniquity in one inſtance, as in all; will 
appear, if we conſider, that the moral vir- 
tues have a near relation, and are cloſely 
connected with one another: and the break- 
ing of one link will effectually diſſolve the 
whole chain. And that this is no ſpecula- 
tion, but true in fact, will appear, if we 
conſider, that one ſin lays men almoſt under 
a neceſſity of committing others; as rob- 
bers are ſometimes forced to murder, in 
their on defence; and murders frequently 
beget other murders, to prevent diſcovery. 
Thus it is obvious, that lyars will ſwear, to 
ſupport their falſhood; and drunkards muſt 
be idle and extravagant, and liable, atleaſt, 
to every other vice. Thus it was notorious, | 
in the primitive ages of Chriſtianity, that 
ſchiſma- 
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ſchiſmatics eaſily became heretics ; here. 


rics, idolaters; and idolaters, itders?' and 
it is too well known, that ſome men, from 


having been long practiſers of vice, become 


recommenders of it: which is ſurely the laſt 
imagineable RO of abandoned corrup- 
tion *. 

Hamer informs us or Chicemnefri, that 
ſhe began with cruelty and ingratitude, in 
baniſhing her guardian; ſhe then proceeded 


— that was ſucceeded by hypocriſy; 
and an impious and blaſphemous mockery 


of devotion, in thanking the gods for the 


ſucceſs of her guilt : and ſhe ended in mur- 
der. 
vices beget one another, like diſeaſes ; and 
it is in the mind as in the body, one ulce- 
rated and corrupt part drains even the beſt 
humours to feed it, and converts them into 
like corruption. 

But to purſue this matter a little more 
cloſely; let a man reſolve to renounce every 


* How far this may be the caſe of the celebrated 
author of Letters on the ſpirit of Patriotiſm, in his 


apology for ſenſual indulgencies in a man, Page 


30, 31. his own conſcience will beſt determine. 
other 


in the end patrons; advocates, and zealous 


And the reaſon of all this is manifeſt: ' 
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ſingle vice of drunkenneſs: In allowing him 
ſelf in this vice, he muſt be idle and extra- 
vagant, he muſt neglect his family, impair 
his reaſon, his health, and his fortune, and 
haſten his end: he is incapable of diſcharg- 
ing, as he ought, any one duty to himſelf, 
his Creator, or his country; he is at the 
ſame time in the power of every vice ima- 
ginable; lewdneſs in its worſt forms and 
abominations ; wrath, revenge, blaſphemy! 
he is, upon the apoſtle's principle, worſe 
than an infidel, becauſe he neglects to pro- 
vide for his own houſe: he is a bad huſ- 
band, a bad father, a bad friend; he vio» 
lates. every duty to Gap, and to his neigh- 
bour. He tranſgreſſes (as occaſion offers) 
every one of the Ten Commandments : his 
belly is his god ; he is the idolater of his 
liquor; he takes the Lok Þ's name in vain 
every moment ; he profanes the ſabbath, he 
diſhonours his parents, he murders his beſt 
friends, and betrays their ſecrets ; he com- 
mits adultery, in his heart, with every wo- 
man he looks upon : he robs his children 
and wife of their ſupport, and their inhe- 
ritance ; he utters every folly and falſhood 

— 
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that comes into his head; and he covets 
every thing lis filly eyes are ſet upon. 80 
that we may ſay of this vice as of the evil 
ſpirit in the goſpel; it 1s not a ng: devil,” 
but it is legion. | ll 

Again, Let a man reſolve 66 Mow him- 

Fr on ly in the committal of one other 
fin ; v2. to exact, extort, and oppreſs every 
man in his power, from day to day, and 
from year to year; to grind the face of the 
poor, and to inrich himſelf by their ſpoils: 
can it be made a doubt, one moment, whe- 
ther a man of this character be not com- 
pletely wicked? whether there be one cor- 
ruption in human nature that is not deep at 
his heart? and whether this ſingle man may 
not do more evil in the world, in the 
cpurſe of ſuch a life, than a thouſand other 
men, who might occaſionally violate every 
one of the Ten Commandments? Or, take 
the matter in a far leſs flagrant inſtance; let 
a man reſolve to allow himſelf only in the 
committal of this one ſin; viz. To cheat 
and over- reach others in his dealings, as' 
often and as much as he can To compaſs: 
this end, muſt he not endeavour to appear 
honeſt and fair in his dealings? muſt he not 

lye 
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lye at leaſt, perhaps too, ſwear, to gain credit 
to his ſmooth aſſeverations and pretences ? 
that is, in one word, muſt he not allow. 
himſelf in all the arts of hypocriſy, perjury, 
falſhood, and fraud, as well as injuſtice? 
Does not this habit alſo include in it the 
guilt of the robber that aſſaults you in the 
highway, and the thief that invades you by 
night? Is he not the author of that poverty 
that ſtarves your family to death, that tempts 
you to all ſorts of vice and villainy, and to 
barter your conſcience and religion for bread? 
To ſay nothing of the evils he brings upon 
the fair and honeſt dealers, whom he cauſes 


to be treated as knaves and villains; whoſe - 


honeſty, however ſincere, muſt always be 
ſuſpected, for his ſake, who abuſes all the 
marks and characters of honeſty, to all the 
purpoſes of villainy . And therefore does 
not this one habit virtually include in it all 
kinds of evil and impiety? And conſequently 
do you not tranſgreſs the whole law, when 
you offend in this one point ? 

72 765 eee n bs . 
tem, pag. 63. edit. Oxon. 
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* To illuſtrate this in one inſtance more: 
Let a man diſclaim all other vices, and al- 
low himfelf only in this one; viz. To cor- 


rupt and ruin the virtue of as many women 
as come in his way: he will not ſteal, becauſe 
perhaps his bread depends upon the: credit 
of his honeſty; perhaps, too, the ſucceſs of 
his vice depends, in ſome meaſure, upon his 


being thought a man of honour. He will 


not ſteal, that is, he will not defraud you of 
a trifle; yet, at the fame time, he will not 
ſcruple to rob his neareſt friend of the 
greateſt bleſſing of his life, the affection, 
eſteem, and virtue of his wife : nor will he 
ſcruple to rob that dear friend's children of 
their inheritance, by ſubſtituting his own 
ſpurious iſſue in their place. He will not 
rob, nor murder, upon the road, becauſe 


he fears the gallows ; but then he will rum 


in debt with all mankind, and is perfectly 
careleſs how many poor families are ruined 
by his extravagance: or ſay, he pays his 
debts, and performs his contracts in the 


common affairs of life, is he religious in 


ſo doing? Quite otherwiſe: perhaps his 
livelihood depends upon it; nor would he 
otherwiſe have where withal to ſupport him 

in 
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in the purſuit of his favourite fin: ſo that 
it is not religion, but rather irreligion, that 
hinders him from counting that fin; one 
vice forbids another. 

There is ſomething ſo groſs and ſhocking 
in this vice of corrupting women, that it 
is hardly poſſible to expoſe it as it ought : 
it is like ſome deformed creatures, too foul 
and too loathſome to be handled; its tur- 
pitude defends it! the bare mention of it 
is almoſt an offence to modeſty: and yet, 
whoever has lived long enough in the world, 
to obſerve the dreadful effects of it, ill 
eaſily conclude it infinitely flagitious and de- 
teſtable! and to convince you, that it is 
ſo, we need only mention this one cha- 
rater of it, that it delights, above all others, 
in the ruin of innocence and virtue, than 
which nothing can be more deviliſh. 

And, if we add to this, the miſery and 
deſolation it derives upon all families, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt ; the corruption of 
body and mind ; the infmy, the poverty, 
the proſtitution, to which it betrays the moſt 
helpleſs of the moſt heavenly part of the 
creation, we ſhall juſtly conclude it under 


a complication of unſpeakable guilt ; and 
C 2 con- 
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conſequently, that he that offends in this 
one point, is completely guilty of all. 

And the like may be obſerved of all 
other vices whatſoever ; for vices are in 
alliance and combination with one another 
as well as virtues; and any one, in a very 
high degree, implies all the reſt. It is im- 
poſſible to indulge one evil habit without 
indulging many others at the ſame time ; 
or at leaſt contracting ſuch a depravity of 
mind as diſpoſes a man to tranſgreſſion and 
diſobedience, in all other inſtances as well 
as that; and conſequently kills all virtue 
within him. 

And fince one deſign of the divine laws 
is (as I before obſerved) to inſpire ſuch a 


* And here we may give a direct anſwer to that que- 
ſtion with which a modern advocate for vice inſults this 
doctrine from the mouth of Henry IV. of France, in his 
anſwer to a Spaniſh ambaſſador. The ambaflador, in 
acquitting his maſter from any criminal commerce with 
women, caſt an implied reflection upon the king's licen- 
tiouſneſs that way; upon which, Henry, who felt the 
reproach, aſk'd him, Whether his maſter had not virtues 
enough to cover one vice (Eflay on a Patriot King, Page 
201.) I anſwer, He had not, nor any man that ever 
was, or ever will be, born into the world; and for this 
plain reaſon: he that hath one, habitual, indulged vice, 

ath _= one virtue. See Page 23, 24. of this diſ- 
courie, 


purity 
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purity of mind and manners, as might fit 
us for the converſation of angels and arch- 
angels, and the beatitudes of Heaven; and 
ſince habitual iniquity, in any one inſtance, | 
depraves the mind to ſuch a degree as to 
deface all morality and purity from it; it 
is evident, that this end of the divine go- 
vernment will alſo be as effectually defeated 
by tranſgreſſion in one point, as in all. 
And thus I have done with the ſeveral 
heads I propoſed to treat on in this diſ- 
courſe: and I hope I have ſhewn, to your 
intire ſatisfaction, firſt, That the authority 
of Gap is equally inſulted and deſtroyed 
by the habitual known violation of one 
law, as of all. Secondly, That the ends of 
his government would as effectually be de- 
feated by tranſgreſſion in one point, as in 
all. Theſe ends, I ſhew'd you, were the 
happineſs of his creatures in this world, and 
ſuch a purity of mind and manners as might 
fit and prepare us for the beatitudes of 
Heaven, As to the firſt of theſe, I ſhew'd 
you, that the evils derived upon ſociety, 
from tranſgreſſions in particular inſtances, 
would not he leſs than ſuch as would fol- | 
low from univerſal diſobedience; and con- 
C 3 ſequently 
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ſeguently that the happineſs of Gob's ered! 


tures in this world would as effectually be 


defeated, by offending in one point, as by 
offending in all. And, ſecondly, T ſhew'd 
you, that all virtue, all morality in the 
minds of men, will as effectually be defaced 
by habitual iniquity in one inſtance; 'as in all; 

and conſequently, that it will render them 
equally and utterly diſqualified for the bea- 


titudes of Heaven. 
The inferences deducible from this does 


trine are very obvious : 
And, firſt, It is obvious to obſerve Ang 


it, that refinement and perfection of virtue, 


introduced into the world by the Chriſtian 
religion. My brethren, is this no more than 
heathen morality? Did their utmoſt extent 
of wiſdom ſo much as ſuggeſt to them an 
idea of any thing ſo exalted and accom- 
pliſhed ? Had even the Jews, who were in- 
finitely better informed; any notion of ſuch. 
excellence? Quite otherwiſe! they imagined 


that a zeal for any one virtue atoned for - 


negligence and iniquity in all the reſt : nay, 
have the boldeſt advocates for heathen per- 
fection any idea of it to this day? Is it not 
yet a paradox, even to the beſt Chriſtians? 
And 
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And yet, upon inquiry, all depends upon it! 
not the purity of religion and virtue only, 
but their very eſſence; and, in uence 
of that, the perfection and happineſs of the 
whole race of Adam, both f in heaven and ir in 
earth. 

In the next place, we may infer from this 
doctrine, the neceſſity of inquiring into our 
own ſtate, and examining whether we in- 
dulge ourſelves in any one habit of vice; 
for, if we do, all our imaginary virtues wilt | 
avail us nothing : we may perhaps do ſome 
good in the world ; but then we cannot do 
it from a principle of virtue. Can the fame 
fountain, my brethren, ſend forth ſweet 
water and bitter? No; if we are thus vir- 
tuous, we are virtuous upon the very ſame 
principles that we are vicious; becauſe it 
pleaſes us, and is agreeable to us: we are 
virtuous to gain the eſteem of men, or to 
gratify our vanity, or to comply with a 
ſtrong natural propenſity : we are virtuous 
for the ſame reaſon that the hiſtorian ob- 
ſerves of Cato, Becauſe he could not be 
otherwiſe ; but by no means upon a prin- 
ciple of religion or conſcience : for, if we 
1 8 any one virtue, becauſe Go had 

C 4 com- 
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— — it, we ſhould certainly practiſe 
every other in our power, for the ſame rea» 
ſon ; and, if we avoided any one vice, purely 
becauſe Gop had forbidden it, we ſhould 
certainly avoid every other for the . ſame 
reaſon : and therefore, if we allow ourſelves 
in any one vice, it is certain we are . 
bleſſed with any one virtue. 

From hence we may infer ( and 8 5 
it is melancholy to reflect upon it) the low 
condition of virtue in the world! for, if we 
ſtrike off all thoſe virtues that were born 
with us, that is, which we practiſe merely 
in conſequence of our natural temper and 
conſtitution; all thoſe that education hath 
inculcated, and habits confirm'd, without the 
impulſe or aſſiſtance of religion; all, that 
fear, ſhame, reputation, and awe of autho- 
rity, have bound upon us, without regard to 
conſcience, or the fear of Gon; alas! what 
will remain with us at the foot of the ac- 
count ! We ſhall indeed have, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the temporal felicity of many virtues, 
and the world will have ſome advantage from 
them; but where will be the merit, or the 
reward ? It is true, theſe good diſpoſitions 
are the ſureſt foundations of virtue; and, if 
improved 
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ligion will, without queſtion, intitle us to 
the beatitudes of. Heaven : but ſurely it is 
much, to be feared, there is leſs real virtue 
of this ſort in the world is commonly 
imagined. If thechurch of had con- 
ſidered this as they ought; if they hack re- 
flected, that no virtue can be placed to any 
man's account, further than as he practiſed 
it from a ſenſe of conſcience, and duty to- 
wards Gop; and that, even there, the in- 
fluence of the divine grace left him but 
{ſmall ſhare in the merit; and that no vir- 
tue, ſtrictly. ſpeaking, was conſiſtent with 
any habit of vice; they would find their 
fund of merit much lower than they ima- 
gine (or at leaſt pretend); and conſequently 
that proud, preſumptuous, pernicious doc- 
trine would fall with it. They would find, 
that no fleſh could boaſt in his fight, who 
7s of purer eyes than to bebold iniquity ; that, 
ſhould he be extreme to mark what is done 
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word, they would quickly conclude, with 
our Bleſſed Saviour, That, when they had 
gone all, they were unprofitable ſervants, 
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In 


proved and cultivated from a ſenſe of re- 


amiſs, O Lord, who might abide it! In one 


{ 
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In the laſt place, from the doctrine of 
my text, we may infer the neceſſity of guard- 
ing againſt our favourite vice. It is agreed, 
that every man living is more prone to 
ſome vices than to others: the corruption 
of our nature diſpoſes itſelf differently, ac- 

g to our different conſtitutions and 
habits ; and the point that tends to, is our 
Favourite: vice ; which we are ſtudious to re- 
preſent in the moſt favourable light, and leſ- 
ſen the 'malignity of it with all our art and 
induſtry : we intercede for it, as Lot did for 
Zoar, Is it not a little one? and flatter our- 
ſelves, that we may compound with God 
for one fin; and that, if we diſcharge our 
duty in other points, he will, not be extreme 
to call us to account for this one: little 
conſidering, that every habit of vice is a mor- 
tal ſin; and that one mortal diſeaſe is as in- 
conſiſtent with health, and as deadly, as a 
thouſand; that a mortification, or a gangrene, 
may as well begin from one point, as from 
any number; and will as effectually over- 
run the whole man; that vices are con- 
nected; and that one ſin, admitted to our 
heart, is like that evil ſpirit in the goſpel, 


who, when he had taken poſſeſſion, brought 
with 
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with bim ſeven more ſpirits, worſe than 
himſelf. And, laſfly, That we have ſcarce 
more than one fin to conteſt with, the Jr 
that does o | eafily beſet us; that, tho' this 
world be a ſtate of warfare, yet have we, . 
for the moſt part, but one mighty enemy 
to combat; the reſt are weak, and eaſily de- 
feated. The corruption of our nature diſ- 
- WH poſcs itſelf to one point; and there, as in 
| the breach of a fortreſs, we ſhould be 


* 


1 particularly watchful, becauſe there is our 
r {Wercateſt danger. And if we are ſo falſe to 
- MWourſelves, and to the Captain of our ſalva- 
tion, as baſely to deſert or ſurrender the poſt 
r he has appointed us to maintain; how ſhall 
e be dare to appear before him! eſpecially 
e bvhen we were aſſured of his ſupport in the 
conflict, and might have taken up the whole 
armour of Gop for our defence; whereby 
a ve ſhould be enabled fo quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one, and to fland in 
n Oe day of battle, Stand therefore, my bre- 
. Wthren, in the name of Gop; having your 
loins girt with truth, and having on the 
breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs; and take the 
J. Lelnet of ſalvation, and the ſword of the 
32 Spirit, which is the word of God, praying 
75 2 always, 
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always, with all prayer and ſupplication 6 in 
the ſpirit, and watching thereto with all 

perſeverance, that ye may be found faith. 
ful i in the day of trial. Which Go of 
his infinite mercy grant, through the me- 
rits and mediation of JIxs vs CHRIST. 


\ 
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Nevertheleſs, let every one of you in 
particular, ſo love his wife even 
as himſelf ; and the wife ſee that 
ſhe reverence. her huſhand. | 


HE apoſtle's principal deſign, in this 
epiſtle to the Epheſians, is, to deter 
theſe new converts from all thoſe corruptions 
that reigned in the heathen world, and ex- 
hort them to that purity of life and manners, 
injoined by the goſpel : that they ſhould put 
off, concerning the former converſation, the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful luſis; and be renewed in the ſpirit 
of their mind, putting on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteouſneſs and 
true bolineſi. 
Many of the deities worſhiped by the 


heathen world, were the greateſt monſters 


of 
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of iniquity and uncleanneſs, that ever were 


heard of. And therefore it is no wonder, 


ü their worſhipers thought there was no evil 


in thoſe actions, which were authorized by 
the example of their gods. Nay, on the con- 
trary, foraſmueh as all religion directs us to 
the imitation of what we adore, hence it 
came to paſs, that the moſt flagitious and 
monſtrous impurities were not only practiſed, 
but injoined, injoined as neceſſary rites of 
adoration, and actually performed in their 
very temples. And as this was the practice 
in many other places, it was remarkably ſo 
at Epheſus (whither this epiſtle is directed), 
as we are aſſured by Strabo and Athenæus. 
And therefore the apoſtle's deſign, in this 
epiſtle, is to reclaim his converts of that city 
from thoſe abominations, to which they were: 
before devoted. 3 
And, in order. to do this, he gives them 
to underſtand, that the God they were now 
taught to worſhip, was a Being of infinite per- 
fection and purity: and therefore to make their 
adoration acceptable to him, they muſt put off 
their former pollution, and imitate his purity: 
they muſt put off the old man, which is cor- 


rupt according to the deceitful Ye, and put 
on 
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on the new man, which after Gap: is cre- 
ated in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 

For, however the guilt of their former 
corruptions might be alleviated from the 
ignorance in which they were then involved, 

yet were they now, from the advantage of 
better information and inſtruction, altogether 

without excuſe, if they committed the fame 
enormities. For, faith he, ye were ſometimes 
darkneſs, but now are ye light : but forni- 
cation, and all uncleanneſs, let it not be once 
named among you, as becometh ſaints. For 
this ye know, that no whoremonger, or un- 

clean perſon, hath any inberitance in the 

kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 

And ſoon after this, the apoſtle ſubjoins 
the duty of huſbands and wives ; the duty of 
ſubmiſſion and reſpe& in the one, and of 
love and tenderneſs in the other: modeſtly 
implying, that a religious regard to the ma- 
trimonial contract was the moſt natural and 
rational method of avoiding thoſe ſenſual 
corruptions, into which the heathen» world 
was ſunk. And when he hath ſhewn, that 
the original union of one man with one wo- 
man was an emblem of the myſtical 


union 
of CRRIST and his Church, he adds, Ne- 
| vertheleſs, 
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wvertheleſs, let every one of you in particus 
lar, &c. That is, But whatever this myſtery 
may be, however, ſetting aſide the myſtery, 
let every one of you in particular, ſo love his 
wife even as himſelf; and the wife Jes 1 
ſhe reverence ber huſband. \ 

Having thus explained the abi and 
intent of theſe words, I now proceed, from 
them, to lay down to you the duties of the 
married ſtate. 


I ſhall begin with the huſband's duty to his 
. wife. And this may be reduced to theſe 
three heads; love, fidelity, and ſupport. _ 

Firſt, Huſbands are to love their wives. 
And this they are engaged to do, from all the 
natural and moral motives that can influence 
a rational creature. 

And, firſt, it is obſerved, that an equality 
is neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment of an intire 
affection and friendſhip in life. For this rea- 
ſon, tyrants and ſlaves are no more to be 
tied together in the bands of love, than an 
aſs and an elephant can be harneſſed under 
one yoke, Equality is neceſſary to union; 
and therefore love is obſerved, either to find 
all perſons equal, or to make them ſo. This 


the great Author of our nature well knew, 
and 


— 
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and therefore he created the firſt pair perfectly | 


"equal; and, to expreſs this equality, as di- 


vines obſerve, he formed Eve from Adam's 
fide : the woman was taken from that part, 
rather than from any other, either higher or 
lower, to ſignify, that ſhe is neither her huſ- 
band's miſtreſs, nor yet his ſlave: that as ſhe 
is not to inſult, ſo ſhe is not to be inſulted 

but to be treated upon a foot of natural equa- 
lity, with affection and regard. 

Again, union is neceſſary to love; 
have the ſame defires and averſions. For 15 
reaſon, Gop Almighty made the firſt pair of 
one fleſh. And Adam ſaid, This is now bone 
of my" bones, and fleſh of my fleſh ; ſhe ſhall © 
be called woman, becauſe ſhe was taken out of 
man, 

And this natural ion uf the rt pale was 
but an emblem of that moral and myſtical 
union, that was to be eſtabliſhed between all 
ſucceeding pairs, that ſhould be joined to- 
gether in the holy ſtate of matrimony, to 
the end of the world. 


And hence it is, that, wii Adam had 
declared his ſenſe of this union that joined 
him to Eve, he adds, as from himſelf (yet 
moſt evidently by divine appointment), There- 

D fore 
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fore ſhall à man have his father and bis 
"mother, and fhall cleave unto his due: and 
they two ſhall be one fleſh: Ggnifying, thi 
the bonds of marriage ſhould, from that 
moment, be more powerful than the bonds 
of nature: and that the tie of conjugal af- 
fection, which bound a man to his wife, 
ſhould exceed the neareſt and ſtrongeſt ties of 
blood: and for that reaſon a man ſhould for- 
ſake even his father and his mother, from 
whom he derived his being, and cleave to his 
wife, which was to be his ſecond ſelf, and, 
of conſequence, nearer and dearer to him, 
even than his parents : as ourſelves are nearer 
and dearer to us, than any other mortals. + 
And indeed when we confider the na- 
ture of this union, we ſhall ſee evident rea- 
ſon, why man and wife ſhould be nearer 
and dearer to one another, than any othet 
mortals. For, firſt, they are united upon the 
terms of as intimate a correſpondence, and 
as univerſal and intire a communion, as if 
they were one ſoul and one body. And, ſes 
condly,their intereſt is in all reſpects perfectly 
the ſame. That which tends to make one 
happy, naturally tends to make the other haps 


py alſo: and that which tends to make the 
one 
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53 tends to make the 


other miſerable at the ſame time. 
The intereſt of the neareſt friends in the 
world, out of marriage, will often interfere; 
and it requires great generoſity and diſintereſt- 
edneſs, not to repine oftentimes at the good 
ſucceſs of the neareſt and deareſt friends: 
becauſe, how intimate ſoever their correſpond- 
ence may be, their intereſts are ſtill diſtinct, 
and often oppoſite. Nor is it poflible to put 
_ wherein they are, in all een the 
ame, except in marriage. +3 
— a brother that I loved as my 
life; yet ſtill my eſtate is not his eſtate: my 
honour” is not his honour : my children are 
not his children. But in marriage the caſe 
is actually ſo. Your eſtate is your wife's 
eſtate; it is actually her property, as much as 
yours. Your honour is her honour: and your 
children are her children; as dear and near 
to her, as isy tre to you and the care of 
them, and proviſion for them, as much her 
concern, and her intereſt. -And hence it is 
that the idea of an intire and perfe& friend- 
ſhip is no-where to be met with but in w_ 
a 1 | 


* 2 


36 Duties of the Married State. Ser. 2. 
I remember but three or four inſtances of 
extraordinary friendſhip, recorded by pro- 


fane writers, in all antiquity; and three of 


theſe are downright poetical fictions. And 
the fourth, viz. that of Alexander and 


Epheſiion, ſeems to have no better foundation 
than an extravagant imitation of Achilles and 
Patroclus: or, ſuppoſe it eſtabliſhed in a par- 
ticular inclination and intereſt; it was, in this 
view, no more than ſuch as might engage 
any two men of honour as nearly, to this 
day : and; no doubt, hath and doth engage 
thouſands, every day. Nor was it founded 
either in a ſimilitude of manners (which is its 
ſureſt baſis), or in a fixt union of univerſal 
intereſt, 

There is alſo one authentic inſtance of 


extraordinary friendſhip, in ſacred hiſtory, 
v12, that of David and Jonathan. And 
this, altho founded in a ſimilitude of manners 
between two generous and martial youths, 
yet ſeems to be raiſed much above the com- 
mon level, by divine appointment, for the 
preſervation of David. And yet, perhaps, 
had Jonathan out-lived the generoſity of 
youth, and ſeen his friend placed high above 
him; his friend a ſovereign, and himſelf a 
ſubject; 
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ſubje&; his friendſhip would not have ſo in- 
tirely ſurvived his ambition and intereſt. 

Whereas in marriage, where the union 
is for life, and the intereſt is always the ſame, 
the reaſons for mutual affection and confi- 
dence muſt always continue, and increaſe 
with generous and virtuous ſpirits, to the laſt 
moment of life. To ſay nothing of thoſe 
powerful engagements to love and tender- 
neſs, from the natural attractions of a mo- 
deſt and amiable woman; and thoſe thouſand 
endearments (no-where elſe to be met with), 
which Gop hath, in his gret wiſdom, eſta- 
bliſhed for the continuance of ſo uſeful a 
commerce, without which ſociety could not 
ſubſiſt. 


And nothing ſurely can be a finer em- 
blem of this union, than the two pieces of 
wood which Gop commanded the prophet 
Ezekiel to join together, and they became 
one in his hand, Ezek. xxxvii. the mar- 
riage tie being, by the divine command, like 
the covering and incloſing rind, which 
bound both into one body, circulating all 
the mutual and endearing offices of affection 


and intereſt thro' the one, in the marriage 
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union, as the nutritive and vital juices are 
circulated thro' the other, in the natural. 
The next duty that halbands owe their 


wives is fidelity. 


As the laws of Gop and nature oblige 
you to love your wives with diſtinguiſhed 


affection and tenderneſs, ſo do they oblige 


you to love them alone. And this is what 


is meant by fidelity in the married ſtate, 


And this duty is demonſtrably founded 
in the law of nature. For ſince it appears, 
by accurate / obſervations upon the increaſe 
of mankind, that there are more males born 
in the world than females ; and that, in a 
conſtant and eſtabliſhed courle, in the pro- 
portion of about thirteen to twelve, nearly; 
and ſince the right of marriage is a right of 
nature, which all men have equal claim to, 


and yet this right cannot be obtained, if any 


number of men be allowed to have many 
wives at once; therefore no man muſt have 
many: becauſe, as many wives as ſuch men 
have above one at once, ſo many muſt ſuch 
2 number of other men want. 

If one man, for example, hath twenty 
wives to his ſhare, nineteen men muſt of 


neceſſity be robbed each of them of their 
natural 
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natural right. And conſequently, if it be 
agreeable to the law of nature, that nine- 
teen men ſhould have nineteen wives, then 
it is directly contrary to the law of nature, 
that one man ſhould have twenty wives, or 
any number above one at once. 

And that this union of one man with 
one woman ſhould be for life, is evident from 
our bleſſed Saviour's expreſs words: What 
God hath joined, let no man put aſunder. 
And therefore if man cannot, muſt not put 
them aſunder, they muſt continue together, 
till it pleaſe Gop to part them by death. 
And ſo far was Gop from intending to part 
them before, that he plainly intended they 
ſhould ſooner part with every thing elſe, 
even their neareſt and deareſt friends. For 
this cauſe, ſhall a man leave father and mo- 
ther, and cleave to his wife. | 

And indeed if this union were to con- 
tinue only at the diſcretion of either party, 
or for any term leſs than life, the evils that 
would be devolved upon ſociety, from ſuch 
a limitation, would be infinite: the great 
engagement to peace, and mutual love, would 
be diſſolved: all the truſt and confidence of 
the perfecteſt friendſhip would be intirely de- 
D 4 ſtroyed: 
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ſtroyed: the aſſurance of conſolation in di- 
ſtreſs, of ſupport in ſickneſs, and ſociety in 
age, would be taken away from the earth: 
and the intereſts of families would be torn 
into ten thouſand diſtractions. In ſhort, the 
evils of life would be infinitely multiplied 
by it, and its greateſt bleſſings * im- 
paired. 
And certainly, if marriage is not to be 
allowed upon any other than the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, much leſs is adultery, or fornica- 
tion, to be endured, upon any pretence what- 
ſoever; ſince all the arguments, either againſt 
arbitrary divorces, or, in other words, either 
againſt temporary marriages, or a plurality of 
wives, conclude with much greater force 
againſt both theſe vices ; inaſmuch as theſe 
vices naturally tend to deſtroy all the bleflings 
and ſecurities of love and friendſhip. They 
create endleſs jealouſy, and contention, and 
diſtruſt ; and either ruin your fortune, or 
divert it from its natural courſe. And, in the 
next place, it is impoſſible for you to in- 
dulge either of theſe vices, without allow- 
ing yourſelf either in the corruption of in- 
nocence, or the enjoyment of corruption; 
ang either of theſe naturally overwhelm the 
ſoul 
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ſoul with ſo much confuſion, and diſtraction, 
and remorſe, as muſt, if you are not hardened 
into the malignity of fiends, either conclude 
in the bitterneſs of repentance,” or in the 
diſtractions of deſpair. 
For certainly, if you think at all; you 
cannot bear the reflection of having cor- 
rupted innocence; of having betrayed a vir- 
tuous and valuable woman to infamy, and 
all the dreadful evils that await it, to po- 
verty and proſtitution, and ſuch a corruption 
of body and mind as will render her, at once, 
the reproach and horror of human nature. 

On the other hand, can you, with leſs 
reproach to your reaſon, give yourſelf up to 
the arms of a proſtitute? To mercenary and 
pollyted embraces? To the wiles of ſerpents, 
that twine around you, for no other reaſon, 
but to prey uponyou, and ſting you to death? 

And to deter you from ſuch a ſhameful 
and corrupt courſe, read Solomon's reflections, 
read the — wht of the wiſeſt of man- 
kind, upon the danger of ſuch a conduct, 
and the ſure ruin that awaits it, in the vith 
and vith chapters of his proyerbs, 

To keep you from the evil woman, from 


the flattery of the tongue of a ſtrange woman, 
| ae 100 
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huft not after ber beauty in thine heart, nei- 
ther let ber take thee with her eye-lid. Can 
a man take fire in his boſom, and his claths 
not be burnt? Can one go upon hot coals, and 
his feet not be burnt? So be that goeth in to 
his neighbour's wife, whoſoever toucheth ber, 
ſhall not be innocent. And ſurely it is full as 
certain, that he that goeth in to a polluted 
proſtitute, whoſoever toucheth her, ſhall 
neither be innocent, nor unhurt : but doth, 
in truth, take fire into his boſom, almoſt in 
a literal ſenſe. 

Again, faith the wiſe man, Whoſo com- 
mitteth adultery with a woman, lacketh un- 
derſtanding. He that doth it, deſtroyeth his 
own ſoul, A wound and diſhonour ſhall he 
get, and his reproach ſball not be wiped 
away. Nor is either the wound or the re- 

oach leſs certain in the commerce of a 
mercenary harlot. The arts with which 
theſe wily creatures lie in wait to deceive, at 
once to deceive and todeſtroy the thoughtleſs 


unwary part of mankind, are moſt admi- 
rably ſet forth in the viith chapter of the Pro- 
verbs; where, after the wiſe man hath de- 
ſcribed the lewd woman's ſhameleſs allure- 


ments, at large, he then adds the ſure ruin 
of 
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of the ſimple one that was caught by them: 
With her much fair ſpeech ſhe cauſed lim 
to yield : with the flattering of ber lips ſbe 
forced bim: be goeth after her firaitway, 
as an ox to the flaughter, or as a fool to the 
correction of the flocks : till a dart ftrike 
through bis liver; as @ bird haſteth to the 
ſnare, ud knoweth nat, that it is for bis lis. 
Hearken unte me now therefore, O ye chil- 
dren, and attend ta the words of my mouth. 
Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go 
not aftray in her paths. For ſhe hath caſt 
down many wounded : yea many ſtrong men 
have been flain by her. Her houſe is the 
way to bell, going down to the chambers of 
death. 


And altho' vitious liberties are commonly 
regarded as leſs criminal on the fide of the 
man, yet in reality, and in the fight of Gop, 
it is notſo; becauſe the obligation to fide- 
lity is equal, is exactly the ſame, on both 
ſides. And therefore the ſame apoſtle that 
tells us, 1 Cor. viith, That the wife hath not 
power over her own body, but the huſband ; 
tells us alſo, in the ſame place, That the huſ- 
band likewiſe hath not power over his own 
body, but the wife. 9 
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more concetned in the chaſtity of the wife: but 


W 
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It is true, the reputation of families is 


on the other hand, the intereſt and well- be- 
ing of families is, for the moſt part, more 
concerned in the chaſtity of the huſband : 
becauſe he hath it more in his power (ge- 
nerally ſpeaking) to deſtroy the fortune of 
the family by vitious extravagance in this 
point, than the woman hath : and actually 
does ſo, in twenty inſtances to one. And 
therefore, however men may be indulged 
in corruptions of this kind, from the liber- 
ties of a looſer education, and from the worſt 
title in the world, the privilege of a long 
practice in fin ; perhaps too from the partia- 
lity of human laws; yet are they, both from 
the law of nature, and the law of Gop, un- 
der equal ties of fidelity with the wife ; and 
under equal guilt from the violation of it. 
And this we know, that 20 whoremonger, 
or unclean perſon, hath any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Chriſt, and of God. And 
therefore, let no man deceive you with vain / 
words; for, becauſe of theſe things, cometh 
the wrath of God upon the children hy dt 4 
obegtence, 
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The laſt duty of the huſband is, to ſup- 
port and maintain his wife. And this ariſeth 
from the conſideration of their being one 
fleſh. Therefore the apoſtle tells us, that 
men ought ſo to love their wives as their own 
bodies: he that loveth his wife, loveth himſelf. 
For no man ever yet (faith he) hated his own 
Heſb, but nouriſheth and cheriſheth it, even as 
the Lord the church. 


From .hence it appears, that 4 kim 
obligations that are upon you, for your own 
ſupport and nouriſhment, engage you alſo to 
the ſupport and nouriſhment of your wives. 
And this is accounted the more direct and 
immediate duty of the huſband, becauſe the 
adminiſtration and management of the for- 
tune is (generally ſpeaking) in his hands; 
that being, by the divine appointment, his 
province: as being better fitted, by nature, 
for the fatigues and hurry of life; and, for 
the moſt part, endowed witha greater ſtrength 
both of body and mind, to enable him to 
make a proper proviſion for his family. I 
ſay, for the moſt part, becauſe there are 
many particular inſtances, where this care reſts 
chiefly upon the wife, when ſhe is found 
bleſſed by almighty Go with better talents 
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for thoſe purpoſes. But, generally ſpeaking, 
the | buſineſs of the woman is the cate of 
her houſe and family; to relieve the man 
from the fatigue of domeſtic concerns; and 
to be, in this reſpect, a help meet for him; 
and to ſee, that what he provides, is pru- 
dently managed, and carefully preſerved. 
And thus I have gone thro' the ſeveral 
duties which the huſband owes to the wife, 
vi. Love, Fidelity, and Support. 
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Weverthele 1 1 bet every one 13 von in 
particular, fo love his wi fe even 
as himſelf; and the wife ſee that 
ſhe reverence her band. | 


1 Proceed now to the duties of the wife; 
1 and theſe are, Love, Fidelity, and 
Obedience. 
Firſt, She is to love her huſband : al 
that, upon the ſame principles, and for the 
very ſame reaſons, that he is to love her. 
Firſt, Becauſe they are one fleſh : For 
this cauſe ſhall a man leave father and mo- 
ther, and ſhall cleave unto bis wife and 
they two fhall be one fleſh. And in truth 
they are joined together upon terms of as 
intire and thorough a communion, as if they 
were one ſoul, and one body: and, ſecondly, 
Becauſe their intereſts are, in all reſpects, per- 
fectly the ſame ; which is the trueſt founda- 
tion of friendſhip. The huſband's __— 


naturally tends to make the Wife happy, t 
4 * the 
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the ſame time ; and his miſery, to make her 
miſerable; his ; make her rich; and his 
poverty makes her poor. It is always their 
' Intereſt to with; and avoid, to deſire, and to 
deteſt the ſame things : and ſurely to haye 
the very ſame intereſt, the ſame defires and 
ed to be happy i in each other's happi- 
neſs, and miſerable in each other's miſery, 
are the ſtrongeſt engagements, and the ſureſt 
foundations of intire friendſhip, and perfect 
affection, that can poſſibly be imagined. 
-. Secondly, She is to be faithful to him: 
and as the reaſons of fidelity are the ſame 
both m the huſband and the wife, the crime 
of infidelity is more ſhameful and ſcandalous 
in the woman; becauſe it is committed 
againſt the rules of a more reſerved and 
virtuous education, and againſt the' natural 
decency and modeſty of the ſex : and, at the 
fame time, is of far worſe conſequence to 
the honour of families; becauſe it brings a 
laſting ſtain of infamy along with it. And; 
What is worſe than all this, it often robs the 
right heir of his inheritance, and ſubſtitutes 
a ſpurious offspring into his place ; an injury 
that is the more to be dreaded and avoided, 
becauſe, when once it is committed, it is 
impoſlible to be repaired. Thus 


. 
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Thus much, however, may be ſaid in ho- 
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yo nour of that ſex, that this crime is leſs fre- 
ir quent among them; and rarely committed 
to till the huſband's infidelity, or ill conduct, 
ve bath firſt provoked to it. And this is the true 
a reaſon why the infidelity of the wife re- 


flects ſo much ſcandal and diſhonour upon 
the huſband; becauſe (generally ſpeaking) his 
own vices and ill conduct have brought the 
evil upon him. And therefore the only true 
way of ſecuring your own reputation in this 
point, as well as your wife's virtue, and the 
honour of your family, is to behave your- 
ſelf with ſo much fidelity and tenderneſs 
towards her, as may intirely engage her af- 
fections, as well as her conſcience, to you, 
and you only. 

And indeed, let any man reflect ſeriouſly 
upon the treatment the generality of wives 
meet with from their huſbands, and then 
think impartially, whether they have not too 
much reaſon to be provoked at their rudeneſs 
and neglect. Before marriage they are adored, 
and preferred before all the world; but ſoon, 
very ſoon after, they are ſlighted and diſ- 
regarded, as if they were unworthy of com- 
mon eſteem; and they are ſlighted, for the 
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50 Duties of rhe Married State. Ser. 3. 
very ſame reaſons, for which they ſhould be 
reſpectfully and tenderly treated. They ob- 
ſerve at the ſame time; that their huſbands 
can till treat other women with reſpect and 
complaiſance: and that other men ſtill con- 
tinue to uſe them with reſpect and complai- 
ſance ; and none, but the huſband, flights 
and deſpiſes them: as if marriage, which is 
the ſtrongeſt engagement to tenderneſs and 
affection, were but a privilege for contempt 
and rudeneſs. This is in truth provoking; 
and I am ſatisfied, the generality of thoſe 
women, who have been ſo unhappy, and ſo 
wicked, as to violate the marriage-vow, have 
been provoked to it, by the rudeneſs and 
" negle@ of their huſbands; or urged to it, in 
revenge of their prior falſhood. 
It is not indeed to be imagined, that 
men ſhould treat their wives with the ſame 
reſerve, and formal complaiſance, after mar- 
riage ; that, the freedom and eaſe of friend- 
ſhip forbids : but why friendſhip and free- 
dom ſhould be a reaſon for ill treatment, 4 
muſt own I cannot conceive. I am ſure they 
ſhould be reaſons of a very different con- 
duct: and I believe there is not a righter rule 
in We, or of more importance for the pre- 
| ſervation 
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ſervation of friendſhip, than this, never to 
let familiarity exclude reſpect. 
But, after all, wiyes that are ſo unhappy 
as to be too much provok'd by the ill treat- 
ment of their huſbands, ſhould always re- 
member, that their huſbands guilt doth not 
juſtify theirs ; and much leſs will neglect or 
rudeneſs in the huſband juſtify infidelity in 
the wife. There are arts of decency and 
good behaviour, which have inexpreſſible 
charms; and if a woman can but have con- 
ſtancy enough to practiſe theſe, and to con- 
tinue in well-doing, they are almoſt irrefiſti- 
ble: and it is ſcarcely poſſible to imagine 
any huſband fo brutal, as not to be at laſt 
reclaimed by them. And women would be 
more ſolicitous to reclaim their haſbands in 
this manner, by a courſe of good behaviour, 
if they conſidered, that, in ſo doing, they con- 
ſulted their own real intereſt, and the in- 
tereſt of their children; and greatly recom- 
mended themſelves, and their concerns, to 
the favour and protection of Almighty Gop; 
and, at the fame time, ſaved a ſoul alive. 
Whereas the contrary behaviour can tend 
to nothing but the utter ruin of their chil- 
E 2 dren, 
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dren, and their own mutual deſtruction, 
both of body and ſoul. 

The next duty a wife owes her huſband, 
is aſſiſtance; that is, aid, comfort, relief, and 
ſupport, in all the anxieties and exigencies of 
life. And hence it-was, that when Adam 
was created, Gop Almighty declared it not 
good for him to be alone; and therefore he 
adds, I will make him a help meet for him, 
And therefore ſuch wives as think it be- 
neath them to trouble themſelves about low 
domeſtic concerns, that are above the care 
of their huſbands and family, would do well 
to conſider how they anſwer the end of their 
creation. Surely they cannot imagine, they 
were made for no higher or nobler ends, 
than to dreſs, or viſit, or to be eſteemed, like 
a ſtatue or picture, for a fine ſhape, or a fair 
outſide. Are theſe purpoſes worthy of in- 
finite wiſdom and goodneſs ? ? No; Gop Al- 
mighty intended them, not only for the ſup- 
port of ſociety, but for conſolation, friend- 
ſhip, and afliſtance to be partakers of the 
huſband's Joys and cares; to lighten the la- 
bours of life, and increaſe all its enjoyments, 
by ſharing in them. For, as cares are leſſened 


by being divided, joys are increaſed by being 
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communicated. And therefore what can be 
more deſirable in life, than to have a pru- 
dent, a faithful, and an affectionate friend, 
who is perfectly in our intereſt, to alleviate 
all the evils, and increaſe all the happineſſes 
that befal us? And to this purpoſe, Gop Al- 


mighty hath endowed the other ſex, not on- 
ly with more native tenderneſs, but likewiſe 
with a certain vivacity and gaiety of heart that 
bears up againſt misfortunes; or, at leaſt, is 


not ſo long caſt down under them, as men 
uſually are, 'Their ſpirits are more light and 
volatile, and their imagination more ſpright- 
ly; and this prompts them to think and ſpeak 
a thouſand agreeable things, which would ne- 
ver enter into the heavy heart of an anxious 
and thoughtful huſband ; and by that means 
inſpires | a chearfulneſs which is not natural 
to him,and is awonderful relief to the toils of 
life. And, without queſtion, this is one great 
reaſon, why Gop Almighty hath endowed 


the other ſex with a greater quickneſs and 
readineſs of ſpeech upon common occurren- 
ces; that the huſband, upon his return into 
his houſe from the cares and labours of the 
day, might be entertained with chearful ac- 
counts of his family- affairs; and with agree - 
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able inquiries into his own conduct; not 
without pleaſing and proper reflections upon 
both. And therefore that diſpoſition to diſ. 
courſe, which melancholy and moroſe huſ- 
bands are wont to cenſure as troubleſome 
and impertinent in their wives, is, in truth, 
an inſtinct moſt wiſely and gracioully ap- 
pointed of Almighty G 0D, for the relief and 
joy of the conjugal ſtate; and life would (in 
[endleſs inftances) be an —— | 
without it. 

_ What therefore women are concerned 
to do upon this account, is this; not to ſpeak 
leſs than they are naturally inclined to do, 
but to endeavour to ſpeak better than the 
gcncrality of them are taught, or wont to 
do. It is not their buſineſs to check the in- 
ſtinct that Gop Almighty hath endowed 
them with, but to direct it, and make it an- 
ſwer its true end, the relief and delight of 
their huſband, and their houſhold: whereas, 
when it is diverted from its right-end, and 
degenerates either into impertinent garrus 
lity, or into brawling and abuſe, it forms one 
or other of the moſt hateful and unbecoming 
characters in life. And therefore Solomon 


rightly obſerves, Prov. xxi. That #t is bet. 
9 ber 
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ter to divell in a corner of the houſe-top, than 
with a brawling woman in a wide houſe. 
That is, it is better to be confined to one 
ſpot on the top of a houſe, expoſed to all 
the injuries of the weather, than, enjoying 
all the advantages of ſhade and ſhelter, to 
be expoſed to the aſlaults of a boiſtrous 
tongue. And again, I is better to duell in 
the wilderneſs, faith he, than with a contents 
tious and. angry woman ; that is, it is better 
to BE baniſhed the ſociety of mankind, than 
be confined to ſuch ſociety as that. 

Now there are two things required of 
women, in order to make their conyerſation 
agreeable: The firſt is, the ornament of a meek 
ſpirit, without which no other ornament 
will become them. And this, the apoſtle 
aſſures us, is in the / ight of God of * high 
price: nor is it leſs ſo in the eyes of men. 
The next is, that they endeavour to furniſh 
their minds with a ſtore of uſeful obſerva- 
tions, for the conduct of life ; from a com- 
petent knowledge of the manners and hiſtory 
of the world, a thorough acquaintance with 
the holy Scriptures, a particular and exact 
ſtudy of their huſbands inclinations and inte- 
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reſt; and a careful inquiry into the economy 
and good government of their family: and 
this, joined to a fund of virtue and good hu- 
mour, will rightly direct their natural in- 
ſtinct, and make their converſation equally 
agreeable and uſeful; will give them new 
and lovelier charms, when thoſe of youth 
and beauty are long ſince waſted and de- 
cayed. eee 
And here I cannot but reflect, with. con- 
cern, upon the unhappy methods which have 
obtained in the world in relation to the 
education of women . One of the firſt 
things that takes poſſeſſion of their minds, 
is, the hopes of a huſband ; but how to be- 
come a faithful friend, and an agreeable ami- 
able companion in the married ſtate, are 
leſſons rarely taught, and more rarely learnt. 
Superficial and ſhewy accompliſhments are 
indeed inculcated with ſufficient care ; but 
how to acquire ſolid worth, and uſeful know- 
lege, makes, for the moſt part, but a ſmall 
part of parental ſolicitude : By this means 


Among the many complaints but too. juſtly made 
by women of ſenſe upon this head, there is one very 
properly introduced, in the perſon of a lady of diſtin- 
ction, in the eleventh dialogue of that excellent book 


called Nature Diſplayed, Vol. I. Part II. p. 41. 
f 
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2 woman becomes every thing to a haſband, 
but what ſhe ſhould be; a ſocial friend, and 
an uſeful aſſiſtant. Forgetting, that the in- 
tereſt of all men makes that, one eſſential 
part of the character of a good wife, laid 
down by Solomon, Prov. xxxi. 26. That ſbe 
openeth her mouth with wiſdom, and in ber 
tongue is the law of kindneſs. That is, As 
ſhe hath acquired habits of prudenceand diſ- 
cretion from ſtudy and obſervation,” ſo ſhe 
hath made it a fixt rule to herſelf, not to be 
imperious or preſuming upon her know- 
lege; but rather, to make it a reaſon of 
conſtant chearfulneſs and good humour; to- 
gether with a ready, a rational, and an affe- 
ctionate aſſiſtance in every exigency, and on 
every occaſion; in ber tongue 1s the law f 
kindneſs. And ſurely wiſdom, ſo ſeaſoned 
and ſweetened, is -amiable and delightful 
beyond expreſſion. And therefore this cha- 
racter is crowned by Solomon with that noble 
encomium, Many daughters have done wir- 
Fuoufly, but. thou excelleſt them all. That 
is, Many other women may be as virtuous ; 
but virtue thus recommended, virtue that 
is adorned with all the graces of prudence 
and good humour, is virtue in its higheſt and 

lovelieſt 
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lovelieſt perfection ; Thou excelleſt them all 


And again, Fevaur is deceitful, and beauty 
is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lord 


ſhe ſhall be praiſed... That is, the regard 
that ariſeth from colour and complexion, is 
tranſient and unſteady : beauty is deceitful, 
a fair face may cover a deformed mind, and 
is, at beſt, a ſhort and uncertain recommend- 
ation: but piety and virtue are ſure and laſt. 
ing perfections, which will always intitle 
the woman, that is bleſſed with a 
eternal veneration and eſteem. | 

But further ; a good wife is, in many in- 
ſtances, to do yet more than this: ſhe is not 
only to relieve her huſband under his houſes 
hold cares, by the goodneſs of her humour, 
and ſprightlineſs of her converſation ; but 
ſhe is likewiſe to lighten thoſe cares, by di- 
viding them with him, and bearing her part 
in the burden. And therefore the leaſt that 
is to be expected from a wife, is, that whilſt 
the huſband is buſied abroad, or in affairs 
that call off his attention from the care of 
his family, that care be ſupplied by her: and 
this conſtitutes the true character of a good 
wife; at leaſt that part of it which is of prin- 
cipal and moſt univerſal uſe in life, 
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The care and good economy of a fa- 
mily is a buſineſs of a very diſtinct nature 
from that of making a proviſion for the ſup- 
port of it: the care of providing for a family, 
for the moſt part, reſteth upon the huſband ; 
becauſe that is a buſineſs of more labour and 
fatigue, than women are ordinarily able to 
undergo: but then the adminiſtration of 
what is ſo provided, is the wotnan's pro- 
vince: thus is the labour of life divided; and, 
if either fail in their proper buſineſs, the 


affairs of the family are in a ruinous way. 
And upon this is founded that known ob- 


ſervation, That a man muſt aſk his wife whe- 
ther he (hall be rich; foraſmuch as few men 
are able to take ſufficient care both abroad 
and at home; and foreign care will be of 
ſmall uſe,” if the domeſtic be neglected. 
And therefore it is, that Solomon, in the cha- 
racter of a good wife, Prov. Xxxi. 11. tells 
us, That the heart of her husband ſball 
fafely truſt in her, ſo that' he ſhall have no 
need of ſpoil. That is, She will manage his 
houſhold affairs, with ſo much prudence and 
fidelity, that her huſband ſhall need no in- 
direct methods of fraud, or oppreſſion, to 
* her luxury and extravagance. Again, 
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he tells us, v. 27. That he Tooketh well to 
the ways of ber houſhold, and eateth mt 
the bread of idleneſs. Indeed he adds many 
other circumſtances of great induſtry ; ſuch 
as her riſing up by night, and plying-the 
ſpindle and diſtaff, and providing cloaths for 
her huſband and family; but theſe being 
circumſtances of. induſtry peculiar to a coun- 
try life, and better adapted to the ſimpler 
ages of the world; when trades were not ſuf- 
ficiently ſettled and diſtributed into their di- 
ſtin& claſſes, I think them not neceſſary 00 
„„ r = 
Now, as the care of the houſe and gun 
is the immediate and direct duty of the wife, 
it is evident, this duty cannot be diſcharged 
if ſhe be addicted to rambling and going 
abroad, and do not delight to dwell with her 
family: and, indeed, a diſpoſition to running 
abroad, and neglecting the care of her houſ- 
hold, is an argument of a light and vain 
mind; and is made, by Soſamon, a mark of 
the moſt infamous character among women: 
for, when he deſcribes a vicious woman, in 
the tire and habit of an harlot, he tells us, 
Joe is loud and ſtubborn, her feet abide not 
in ber bouſe, And therefore all women that 
would 
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would be deemed modęſt and virtuous; 
ſhould avoid this character r neglecting their 
huſbands and their homes, as a piece of ill 
conduct, that will lead them into many 
others; and ſuch as ſeldom end but in in- 
famy and ruin. 

Solomon hath obſerved, that the ant is a 
fine emblem and example of induſtry ; and 
the obſervations of modern naturaliſts have 
made this emblem yet more inſtructive to us, 
in the diſtribution of the conjugal care. The 
male ants, they tell us, are at a certain age 
furniſhed with wings, to facilitate their ac- 
quiſition of food; whereas this advantage 
is denied the females, inaſmuch as their 
province is the diſtribution of what 1 is ac- 
quired. 

Another principal and very important 
branch of the wife's duty, is, the education 
and care of her children. For the buſineſs 
of the father being for the moſt part with- 
out doors, and the man being, from educa- 
tion and uſe, leſs fitted for the lower cares 
that are due to children; having, alſo, leſs 
leiſure to employ that way; having leſs gaiety, 
to chear and enliven their humours, and leſs 
natural tenderneſs to relieve all their little 
| | | wants 
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wants and afflictions; having, from nature, 
a ſtronger propenſion toſullenneſsand filence; 
and being, upon that account, leſs fitted to 
gratify the eager curioſity of children, in 
their endleſs inquiries after every thing that 
is new, or unknown to them; for theſe rea- 
ſons, and upon all theſe accounts, the early 
education of children reſts almoſt intirely 
upon the wife; and ſhe is, in truth, by na- 
ture, much better fitted for it. 
And, in order to qualify her io great 
a truſt, upon which the well-being of every 
family, and, conſequently, af the whole 
world, doth ſo greatly depend; it is requiſite, 
that her mind be rightly formed, by a tho- 
rough acquaintance with. the = Ry and 
ſome few uſeful booksof devotion,to humility 
and meekneſs; to temperance and diligence; 
to humanity and charity; and, in one word, 
to all the virtues of a ſocial and a chriſtian 
life. And, beſides all this, it is neceſſary, that 
ſhe be furniſhed with a competent know- 
lege in the employments and accompliſh- 
ments proper to each condition and age in 
life; that ſo ſhe may be capable of direct- 
ing her children how to employ their time 


oy and uſefully, and conduct them 
gradually 
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gradually to virtue and goodneſs by her 
practice, as well as her precepts. And altho 
the mother's principal buſineſs be, the edu - 
cation and care of her daughters; yet her 
ſons, alſo, claim their part of inſtruction and 
improvement at her hands; foraſmuch as 
they remain ſome years intirely under her 
tuition; and the goodneſs of their mind and 
manners depends mainly upon the firſt im- 
preſſions they receive; upon the firſt forma- 
tion of them to knowlege, and virtue, and 
piety. 

And however mothers may, in theſe ages, 
be thought unequal to ſuch a taſk, they were 
not antiently ſo eſteemed of ; but were re- 
markably ſucceſsful in the education of ſome 
of the greateſt men of antiquity. Thus it 
is well known, that Cornelia the mother of 
the Gracchi, and Aurelia the mother of 
Cæſar, had a principal hand in forming thoſe 
men, who were the glory of their age; and 
we have yet left an excellent lecture to king 
Lemuel (with good reaſon believed to be 


Solomon), which his mother taught him. 

. Indeed the caſe is now, in a good 
meaſure, altered, from the preſent courſe 
of education, which (as it reſpects the better 
fort) depends mainly upon a knowlege and 
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a 'maſtery in the learned languages, which 
women do not ordinarily attain to; but 
then, on the other hand, it ought to be re- 
membred, that virtue and good ſenſe are 
to be learnt in every language: and foraſ- 
much as morality and religion are now 
much better underſtood, than they were in 
the heathen world; the inſtruction of chil- 

dren, in all the important duties of life, is 
now a work of much leſs 2 _ it 


antiently was. 

And that mothers may be the better 
| abled to go through with this great taſk of 
education, it is abſolutely neceſſary, as-I be- 
fore obſerved, that they be perfectly well 
acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, ſo as to 
be able to apply all the precepts of them to 
all the duties in life; to every purpoſe, and 
every occaſion, that ſhall offer; and alſo to 
be well verſed in the moſt uſeful and ap- 
proved treatiſes that have been publiſhed 
upon the ſubject of education ; ſuch as thoſe 
of Mr. Locke, and the archbiſhop of Cam- 
Bray. And this is the true way for all mo- 
thers to intitle themſelves to that real ve- 
neration, and ſincere eſteem, from their chil- 
dren, and from their huſbands, which com- 
pletes 
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pletes the glorious character of Solomon's vir- 
tuous wife ſo often mentioned, Her children 
Wriſe up, and call ber bleſſed ; ber husband 
zlſo, and he praiſeth her. 

And thus having gone through the ſe- 
eral branches of that aſſiſtance the wife owes 
o her huſband, in order to make her an uſe- 
ful and agreeable help meet for him, I now 
proceed to the laſt inſtarice of duty ſhe owes 
her huſband, to wit, obedience. 

Man and woman were at firſt created 
perfectly equal. For altho' there are ſome 
paſſages in St. Paul's epiſtles, which imply a 
ſuperior dignity in the man; yet are there 
none, that infer a ſuperior authority, or right 
of dominion, on his part, before the fall. And 
indeed, when Adam and Eve were yet in 
their innocence ; when their underſtandings 
were clear, and their wills upright ; when 
their intereſt and inclinations were in all re- 
ſpects the ſame; and pride and vanity had 
introduced no competition of ſuperiority be- 
tween them ; there was not the leaſt need of 
giving either of them power and authority 


over the other : becauſe the greateſt pleaſure 
| either of them could be capable of, in that 
condition, was, to do every thing that they 
$ F knew 
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knew would be moſt acceptable to the other; 
and, conſequently, there was no need of 
power, or command, or force, to oblige 
either of them to do, what either of them de- 
ſired. But when the woman ſinned, thro 
a vain deſire of knowlege, and poſſibly from 
a vain hope of being ſuperior to her huſband, 
in the only point that gave him pre-eminence 
over her, it pleaſed Gop to puniſh that 
vanity in a diſappointment of the very end it 
aimed at; and to make that very deſire of pre- 
eminence a reaſon of ſubjection: decreeing,| 
that from thenceforward her deſires ſhould 
be referred to the will and pleaſure of her 
huſband, either to reject, or comply with 
them, as he thought fit. As you may read, 
Gen. iii. 16. And thy defire ſhall be to th 
husband, and he ſhall rule over thee. 
And indeed the ſame deſire of pre- emi- 
nence is, for the moſt part, the cauſe of thei 
ſubjection to this day. There are few women 


of tolerable diſcretion, that might not in- 


tirely preſide in their families, or at leaſt be 
perfectly at eaſe, under the government of 
their huſbands, if they did not too apparently 
aftect to rule. And this, as it is exceedingly 
imprudent, and the occaſion of almoſt all the 
diſquiets 
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liſquiets that diſtract the married ſtate; ſo is 
„in truth, immoral and irreligious; ſince 
ey are expreſly commanded in the Scrip- 
es, to ſubmit and be obedient to their huſ- 
bands; as you may read, Eph. v. 22, &c. 
7ves, ſubmit your ſelves unto your own huſ= 
lands as unto the Lord; for the husband is 
he head of the wife, even as Chriſt is the 
head of the Church; and he is the ſaviour 
the body. That is, as CaRr1sT and the 
hurch make one myſtical body, of which 
HRIST is the head; ſo man and wife make 


one body, of which the man is the head : 


ner and as CyrisT is the Saviour of the Church, 
ith fo likewiſe is the huſband given to the wife, 
ad, i to be a ſaviour to her; to maintain and pro- 
thy tet and defend her, and by his ſuperior pru- 

W dence to provide for her well-being ; and to 
ni· ¶ conduct her in every inſtance of diſcretion 
cir Wy and duty. But then, as the head hath no in- 


tereſt of its own diſtinct from the reſt of the 
in body, nor any advantage over the other parts, 
bill unleſs the care of directing and providing 
of WW for them be deemed an advantage; fo hath 
tl the huſband no true intereſt ſeparate from 
ly Wl the wife, nor any advantage from his ſupe- 
he riority, but the care and trouble that attends 
ets £2 2 it. 
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it. And therefore neither hath he any rea. 
ſon to pride himſelf upon his power, ' nor 
ſhe to repine for her ſubjection: ſince a con- 
dition of ſubjection to a wiſe and good go- 
vernment, is, beyond all queſtion, the hap- 
pieſt condition in life: and a lawleſs licen- 
tiouſneſs would but put us into the power of 
every paſſion, and every folly, to hurry or 
ſeduce us to deſtruction. And I muſt inſiſt 
upon it, that it is in the power of moſt wo- 
men, by prudence, gentleneſs, and ſweetneſs 
of temper, to make the authority of their 
Huſbands a ſource of eaſe and happineſs to 
Son ©. | 
From hence it follows, that, as the au- 
thority of the huſband is a rational authority, 
devolved upon him by Gop, for the dire- 
ction, and preſervation, and well-being of the 
wife; it ſhould never be exerciſed but with 
that view, and that in an humane and rati- 
onal manner : conſequently, blind tyranny, 
and brutal force, ſhould be baniſhed the ſo- 
ciety of reaſonable creatures, and is contra- 
dictory to the very nature and end of the 
marriage-union. So ought men to love their 
ves, ſaith St. Paul, Eph. v. as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife, Ioveth him- 
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ſelf: for no man ever yet hated his um 
fleſh, but nouriſheth and cherifheth it, even 
as the Lord the Church. Dominion was 
given to man, not for oppreſſion and abuſe, 
but for preſervation and protection; on ac- 
count of his ſuperior wiſdom and prudence: 
let theſe then be the reaſons and meaſures of 
his rule; otherwiſe he defeats the ends of his 
dominion, and, at the ſame time, degrades 
himſelf from the dignity of his nature; and 
declares himſelf unworthy of the prerogative 
he is poſſeſſed of. And therefore St. Peter, 
1 Ep. iii. directs the huſband, to dwell with 
the wife according to knowlege, giving bo- 
nour to the wife, as unto the weaker veſſel, 
That is, making that ſuperiority which Gop 
hath given you, a reaſon, not of infolence 
and abuſe, but of humanity, and tenderneſs, 
and conjugal affection. 

And Plutarch very beautifully to this 
purpoſe, tells us, that huſbands ought to pre- 
fide over their wives, not with the ſame de- 
ſpotic power, wherewith men diſpoſe of 
their poſſeſſions ; but with ſuch a kindly 
ſway, as the ſoul rules the body; ſympathiz- 
ing, and, as it were, growing into one with 
it: united by all the ties of tenderneſs and af- 
F 3 fection. 


70 Duties of the Married State. Ser. 3. 
fection. And ſince the dominion of the 
man ſeems to have been originally found- 
ed, by the divine appointment, in his ſupe- 
riority of wiſdom; if his heart be ſet upon 
ſupporting his authority, his firſt care ſhould 
be, to ſupport that ſuperiority of wiſdom, 
upon which it is beſt founded. Wiſdom is 
a natural claim to dominion, and where-ever 
that is, authority and rule will wait upon it; 
eſpecially when kindneſs and good-nature 
are added to it; for then it is irreſiſtible: nay, 
in truth, kindneſs is oftentimes, in itſelf, 
more powerful to the attainment of all our 
deſires, than the utmoſt ſtretch of power 
can be. And this is finely illuſtrated in the 
fable of the ſun and the north wind *. 


The fable is well known, and the moral 
of it obvious; and I would earneſtly recom- 
mend it to all married men and women, to 


A conteſt aroſe between theſe two powers, which 
of them ſhould ſooneft oblige a countryman to throw 
off his looſe coat: Boreas began, and, ſtorming with al 
his force, tumbled and toſt the coat about the poor matt: 
ears, but to no purpoſe; for the ſtronger he blew, the 
ſtronger the clown held, and the cloſer he wrapt his coat 
about him. When the wind was weary, the ſun began, 
and played his chearful beams upon him ſo ſucceſsfully, 
that he ſoon melted him down into a kindly warmth, 
that made his coat not only uſeleſs, but troubleſome to 
him; and fo he quickly threw it off. | 


remember, 
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remember, that when ſtorming and raging 
are ineffectual to gain their ends, kindneſs 
and good- nature will ſeldom or never fail of 
ſuccels. 

And thus I have gone through the ſeveral 
duties of the married ſtate. _ 
The duties on the man's part, I told you, 
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ver were love, fidelity, and ſupport ; but, above 
it; all, fidelity, foraſmuch as infidelity, for the 
ure molt part, deſtroys the other two duties, and 
ay, is the common cauſe of poverty, as well as 
lf WW contention and hatred. And therefore it is, 
ur that Solomon (Prov. v.) adviſes to remove 


far from the firange woman, leſt ſtrangers be 
filled with thy wealth, and thy labours be 


in the houſe of @ ſtranger; and thou mourn 
at the laſt, when thy fleſh and thy body are 
conſumed ; and ſay, How have I hated in- 
ſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed reproof, and 
have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, 
nor inclined mine ears to him that inſtructed 
me! And ſoon after he adds, Drink waters 
out of thine cwn ciſtern; let thy fountain 
be bleſſed, and rejoice with the wife of thy 
youth ; let her be as the loving hind, and 
pleaſant roe; let her breaſt ſatisfy thee at all 
tumes, and be thou raviſbed akways with her 
F 4 love. 


E 2 


* 


= 


72 Duties of the Married State. Ser. 3 
love. And why wilt thou, my ſon, be raviſhed 
with a flrange woman, and embrace the 
boſom of a flranger ? For the ways of man 
are before the eyes of the Lord, and he 
pondereth all his goings; his own iniquities 
ſhall take the wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be 
loaden with the cords of bis own fins. Re- 
member the apoſtle's admonition. Remem- 
ber, that as the wife hath no power over ber 
own body, but the husband, ſo likewiſe the 
husband hath no power over his own body, 
but the wife. Nay, although your wives had 
not any power over your bodies, yet would 
you have no right to abuſe and proſtitute 
them to the purpoſes of vice, W hat, know 
ye not, that your bodies are the members of 
Chriſt? Will ye then take the members of 
Chriſt, and make them the members of an 
harlot? God forbid, What, know ye not, 
that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is in you, which you have of 
God; and ye are not your own, for ye are 
bought with a price? Therefore glorify God 
in your body, and in Jour ſ[pirit, which are 
God's. 

On the other hand, let the woman al. 
ways remember, not only to be faithful to 
"0 | her 
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her huſband, but agreeable, and obſervant; 
not querulous, not contentious; diligent in 
the care of her family, and the education of 
her children in the nurture and fear of the 
Lord; for this is the woman's juſteſt and 
higheſt praiſe, both in the ſight of Gop 
and man ! Whoſe adorning, let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and 
wearing of gold, and putting on gorgeous 
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a_ meek and quiet ſpi- 
rit, which in the fight of God 1s of great 
price: deſpiſing the ſhewy outſide of things, 
the paltry, the periſhing vanities of this 
world, and being cloathed upon, in their 
ſtead, with the filent, the laſting, the invalu- 
able ornaments of modeſty, and humility, 
and piety, which are of eternal excellency ! 
ornaments of irreſiſtible charms, even in the 
eyes of men, as well as ineſtimable value in 
the ſight of G op. 

And now, my brethren, if ye know 
theſe things, happy are ye, if ye do them. 
And ſurely ye would do them, if ye knew - 
your own happineſs. Brethren, how good 4 
and joyful a thing it is to dwell together in 


r 4 unity ! 
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unity! to dwell together in an intire union 
of affection and intereſt; and in a perfect 
harmony both of heart and ſoul ! forbearing 
one another in love, and keeping the unity 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace; well know. 
ing, that ye are tied down to an intire and 
perfect union, by all the natural engagements, 
and by all the moral and chriſtian bonds, that 
can be imagined. And as your temporal in- 
tereſts are one, ſo alſo are your eternal. As 
ye are one body, ſo likewiſe are ye of one 
{pirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; ye have one Lon p, one faith, 
one baptiſm, one Gop and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all. 


To whom, in the union of the glorious 
and ever-bleſſed TriniTyY, be all 
majeſty, and power, and praiſe, for 
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Prov. xxii. 6. | 


Train up a child in the way he ſhould 
go; and when he is old he will not 
depart from it. 


LL the wiſe men in the world agree, 
that the firſt impreſſions made upon 
us, in our tender years, ſink the deepeſt, and 
laſt the longeſt. And therefore Solomon well 
directeth, that children ſhould be carefully 
taught, as ſoon as they are capable of in- 
ſtruction, all thoſe principles and duties which 
we would deſire to have them practiſe 
throughout the whole courſe of their lives. 

If good precepts and principles are early im- 
preſſed, and fixed, they will be ſo many lights 
ſet up in the minds of children, to direct 
their conduct through this maze of life; to 
guide them in the ways of virtue and truth, 
and in the paths that lead to everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. And although the giddineſs of youth, 


and 
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and the blind impulſe of unruly paſſions, 
ſhould ſometimes drive them out of their 
courſe; yet as ſoon as this tumult and infa- 
tuation is over, and the mind calmed to the 
dictates of reaſon, they will again return 
into the way they ſhould go; and when * 
are old, they will not depart from it. 

From theſe words, thus explained, I m 
make it the buſineſs of this, and ſome fol- 
lowing diſcourſes, to lay down the duty of 
parents to their children, in all its parts: 
and this I ſhall endeavour to do, in'the illu- 
ſtration and proof of the following propoſi- 
tions. 

Firſt, Parents are to . care of the health 

and conſtitution of their children. 

Secondly, They are to give them goa 

inſtruction. 

Thirdly, They are to correct them in a thei 

faults. 

Fourthly, They are to ſhew them good 

examples, 

Fifthly, They are to make a proper provi- 
ſion for them, as far as they are able. 
And, laſtly, They are to pray to Gop for 

them, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Parents are to take care of the health 
and conſtitution of their children. 

And this care ſhould” begin earlier, and 
extend further, than is commonly imagined. 
It is a conſtant care in the culture of trees, 

to have a ſtrict regard to the goodneſs and 
health of the ſtock you plant from ; becauſe 
ſuch as the ſtock is, ſuch will the cyon be : 
and the prudent huſbandman exerts the ſame 
care, in relation to all the creatures, whoſe 
increaſe he is concerned in: and would count 
it ſtrange ſtupidity, to breed from beaſts, 
that were either diſeaſed, or vicious—And 
with great reaſon ; becauſe ſuch as the fire 
or dam is, ſuch, in all probability, will the 
iſſue be. And, if men be ſo much, and fo 
juſtly, concerned for the fruits of their trees, 
and the offspring of their brutes ; can it be a 
queſtion, whether they ſhould be much more 
concerned for their own ? Eſpecially as it is 
of far worſe conſequence, to bring a vicious 
man into the world, than a bad apple, or a 
vicious horſe. And therefore all perſons that 
intend to marry, ſhould take particular care, 
both of their body and their mind ; to form 
both in ſuch a manner, as that neither 
ſhould be a ſource of evil to the world: 
1 
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they ſhould, aboveall things, take care not to 
become the founders, of a vicious and an 
infected race. For this reaſon they are to take 
care to ſtrengthen their bodies by tempe- 
rance and exerciſe, and to abſtain from all 
exceſs in eating and drinking, by which their 
health and ſtrength may be impaired. And, 
above all, they are carefully to abſtain from 
that vice, ſo common and ſo fatal to youth, 
for whoſe puniſhment Gop Almighty hath, 
in ſignal judgment, appointed ſo ſevere and 
dreadful a diſtemper ; a diſtemper, of ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed malignity, and inveterate in- 
fection, that it deſcendeth to late poſterity ; 
and is one of the chief, among thoſe remark- 
able methods, by which G0 D vi/teth the 
fins of the fathers upon the children, to the 
third and fourth generation. 

And as the body is to be diſciplined to 
health and ſtrength by temperance and ex- 
erciſe; ſo likewiſe ſhould the mind be diſci- 
plined to knowlege and religion, by proper 
information and inſtruction, and by the 
practice of every virtue. Good habits ſhould 
be acquired, and vicious habits removed and 
rooted up, with all poſſible diligence, before 
men become parents ; that they may not de- 

rive 
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rive the guilt upon themſelves, of having 
filled the world with a race of fiends and 
monſters; nor the curſe upon their poſterity, 
of having evil conſtitutions, and evil habits, 
conveyed to them with their very being: 
ſuch habits, as may make them very miſer- 
able in this world, and lead them to ever- 
laſting miſery in the world to come ! for- 
aſmuch as it is well known, that the diſpo- 
fitions of the mind, like the features of the 
body, are conveyed down from father to 
ſon, and, as the common obſervation is, un 
in the blood: and therefore the firſt duty 
that-parents owe their children, is, to convey 
health, and ſtrength, and a good conſtitution 
of body and mind to them, as far as it is in 
their power ſo to do, by a proper care of 
their own health, and a conſcientious abſti- 
nence from all exceſs and vice of everykind. 
And when that is done, the next care they 
owe their children, is, to provide for their 


health and ſtrength, by proper nouriſhment. 


The parents are not to think they have 
done enough, in bringing their children into 
the world in as good a condition as they 
could. That, although not the leaſt, is how- 
ever but the firſt part of their duty. The 


next 
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next is, to ſupport the good conſtitution they 
have brought into the world, by proper nou- 
riſhment, and care of their health. And, to 
this purpoſe, Gop Almighty hath impreſſed 
a ſtrong inſtinct of love and tenderneſs for 
their young, upon all the creatures. And 
this love is attended with ſo much delight 
and complacence 1n the tender offspring, as 
is a natural relief and compenſation for all 
the trouble of education, and even for the 
pains of travail : agreeable to our bleſſed 
Saviour's obſervation, xvi. chap. of St. John, 
21.ver. A woman, when ſhe 1s in travail, 
hath forrow, becauſe her hour 1s come ; but 
as foon as ſhe is delivered of the child, ſhe 
remembreth no more the anguiſh, for joy that 
a man is born into the world, — And that 
women may have wherewithal to cheriſh 
this joy in their hearts, and to ſupport theſe 
tender objects of their love with delight, 
Gop Almighty hath furniſhed them with 
breaſts, filled with the moſt proper food in 
the world, for the nouriſhment of their 
young; and hath annexed a very uncommon 
degree of pleaſure to the adminiſtration of 
it; and as uncommon a degree of pain and 


danger, to the with-holding of it from the 
poor 
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poor infant: ſo that this is as plainly a law 
of nature, to all mothers, to ſuckle their 
own children, as it is poſſible to conceive 
any law to be: attended with immediate 
rewards and puniſhments, as 1t is os or 
tranſgreſſed. 

As to the rewards that attend the * 
ance of this law of nature, poſſibly few 
women that hear me, know any thing of 
that matter ; as having never tried the natu- 
ral pleaſure there is in adminiſtring the breaſt 
to their own helpleſs infants ; unleſs, per- 
haps, their phyſicians might, at ſome time or 
other, have preſcribed it to them for a cure, 
or recovery. But as to the puniſhment that 
attends the with-holding of that nouriſhment 
from their iſſue, I do not doubt but that 
moſt mothers that hear me, may be ſuffi- 
ciently acquainted with it: ſince it is well 
known, that repelling the milk by art, al- 
ways occaſions fevers, and a variety of other 
dangerous diſorders, which often end in the 
death, and always in the danger, of the un- 
natural mothers: and not unfrequently make 
their lives miſerable. And all theſe evils 
they endure, to avoid the diſcharge of a de- 
lightful duty, which they owe to Gop, and 

G to 
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to their own fleſh and blood; and to which 


they are urged, by an innocent and exqui- 
fite natural delight; and by one of the 
ftrongeſt natural inſtincts in the world: 6 
that we may apply to the women of our age 
that bitter complaint of Feremiah, in the 
ivth ch. of his Lament. ver. 3. Even the fea- 
monſters draw out their breaſt, they gi 
fuck to their young ones: the daughter of 
my people is become cruel like the ri ches m 
the wilderneſs. 

This is one of the effects of that falſe po- 
liteneſs, which hath undone the world. How 
much better would-it become us to imitate 
the ſimpler manners of thoſe ſeemingly rude 
nations, where all women think themſelves 
indiſpenſably obliged to this duty , from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, and think themſelves 
ſufficiently authorized in doing fo, from the 
example of the brute world, around them! 
It is true, this duty, as it is attended with 
much pleaſure, ſo it is alſo attended with 
a good deal of care and trouble : but then 


* This is particularly applied to the lamentin by + 
guat, p. 69. 
+ Sympſon tells us, in his Voyage to the Ea. - Indies 
that in the Moluques mothers ſuckle their own children; 
and dare do no otherwiſe, not even the queen; alleging 
the example of beaſts, p. 141. it 
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it is ſo chiefly to the poor, who are forced 
to undergo it all themſelves ; and yet theſe 
are almoſt the only people that diſcharge it ; 
and even theſe own, that the pleaſure of it 
greatly exceeds the pain: and it is plain it 
muſt be ſo, both from the goodneſs of Gop, 
and the preſervation of the creatures, which 
muſt otherwiſe periſh. And this is clearly 
evidenced from the joy and complacence ex- 
preſſed by the pooreſt creatures, in the per- 
formance of it. And the reaſon of this is 
evident: the breaſt is one of the moſt ner- 
vous and delicate textures of our frame ; and 
wonderfully fitted, by the Author of our 
being, for thoſe fine ſenſations, which the 
foft and tender infant-organs are as well fitted 
to produce: the natural conſequence of 
which is, love, joy, and complacence in the 
inſtrument of that innocent happineſs ; and 
love makes toil not only tolerable, but de- 
lightful: and, if women of better condition 
would but once ſuffer themſelves to be go- 
verned in this point by the dictates of their 
duty, I am fatisfied, that to them it would 
be doubly delightful! inaſmuch as they could 
eafily be relieved by the aſſiſtance of ſer- 
vants, from every thing offenſive and vexa- 
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tious in that parental office: and then, no- 
thing would remain in the diſcharge of it, 
beſides the natural pleaſure that attends it: 
and this, without any regard to the joys of 
a good conſcience, would be abundantly its 
own reward. Or, ſay it were not, where is 

there any duty in life, that is not attended 
with ſome uneaſineſs? And if that could 
excuſe from the diſcharge of it, there would 
be no ſuch thing as virtue in the world: 
merit and demerit, praiſe and diſpraiſe, would 
be taken away from the earth ! and then 
idleneſs and induſtry, courage and coward. 
ice, would be reduced to one value; and 
' temperance and chaſtity would be placed 
upon the ſame level with diſſolution and 
drunkenneſs. And therefore if women hay 
any regard to the diſcharge of duty, in a point 
of ſo great conſequence, both to their own 
health and happineſs, as well as to the health 
and happineſs of their children, and the good 
of mankind ; they are, in the ordinary courk 
of things, indiſpenſably obliged to nurk 
their own children, at their own breaſts, it 
they are fitted ſo to do, and their health 
will allow it. And how much more rational 
and eligible is this, than to expoſe them (a 
ls 
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is now the common practice) to the neglect | 


i and cruelty, to the vices and diſtempers, of 
it: mercenary women, who can have no regard 
cso them, from any other tye but that of in- 
i I tereſt! And, foraſmuch as they often find 
i I their account in the death of the infant, 
ed EY more than in its life and health, there is no 


queſtion, but the proſpect of thoſe perqui- 
ſites which attend a new nurſing, often 
tempts them to many inhumane methods of 
getting rid of the incumbrance of one in- 
fant, to make way for another they expect 


en 
more advantage from. And, on the other 
nal hand, if they find their account in the life 
e of the preſent child (as, Gop knows, their 
na whole ſubſiſtence often depends upon it), 


then are they too much tempted, never to 


Hl let him die; I mean, to impoſe another 
wil upon you, when he doth. And, by this 
means, the ſpurious iflue of idlers and va- 
offs £2nts, the dregs of ſtews and brothels, are 


ſubſtituted in the place of your own legiti- 
mate offspring, and divide the inheritance 
iich the brethren : or perhaps come ſingle, 
a and alone, into the enjoyment of all that 
5 fortune, which you have toiled out your 
ves to gain; it may be, to the loſs of your 
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own ſouls. And, no queſtion, but this is 
often the caſe, when the apparent children of 
good men, and good women, who have been 
well principled, and carefully educated, in 
the fear of Gop; betray ſuch profligate, per- 
verſe, abandoned diſpoſitions, as are no way 
to be accounted for, upon any natural prin- 
Ciples, other than their being the ſecret iſſue 
of other parents, from whom they have de- 
rived the hidden ſeeds of ſo muchvillainy and 
corruption. 

To all this may be added another motive 
of great importance to all mothers; the early 
engaging the tender affections of their iſſue 
in their favour : which is perhaps the beſt 
ſecurity of their duty. It is well known, 
that nurſing hath a natural tendency, and 
(if either are not very abandoned) muſt, in 
ſome meaſure, create a mutual endearment 
between parents and their children, now 
too little ſeen in the world. Children are 
generally obſerved to retain an uncommon 
affection for ſuch nurſes as have treated 
them well, until they are laughed out of 
ir: nor is it altogether without reaſon, that 
in ſome countries, the being nurſed upon 


the 
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the ſame breaſt, is thought a natural founda- 


of tion of relation *. | 

* And thus much for the duty of Mothers, 
in in providing for the health and ſtrength of 
their children by proper nouriſhment, I 
now proceed to the duty of the Father: for 
neither is He exempt from his portion of 
ue i the parental care, in this point, ſince it is 
e. equally his concern: and, therefore, as the 
ad immediate adminiſtration of nouriſhment is 
incumbent on the mother, it is the duty of 
eiche father to make a ſufficient proviſion for 
ly her ſupport in the adminiſtration of it : and, 
ue 


by all poſſible marks and methods of tender- 
neſs and good- nature, to relieve, and make 
her as happy as he can, in this moſt important 
article of the conjugal care. And this is no 
more than what inſtinct inſpireth many of 
the inferior creatures to do. And, if natu- 
raliſts rightly inform us, it is to this we chiefly 
re owe all that harmony that fills our fields, and 
n WF our groves, at the approach of ſpring; Go 
1 Wy Almighty having ſo appointed it, that the toil 
of WI of incubation ſhould be relieved by ſprightly 


* Thus the Siamites call their nurſes, mothers. Kem- 
4 fer's Hiſt, of Fapan, p. 15. And both they and the Ir:ifþ 
__ thoſe brothers and ſiſters who have ſucked the ſame 

reaſts. 
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muſic: that, whilſt the hen ſits upon the eggs, 
ſhe ſhould be relieved, under that painful and 
tedious confinement, by the ſongs of her 
mate: and where the male is not endowed 
with a power of relieving her toil in this de- 
lightful manner, then we are aſſured, he 
divides it with her : and is frequently ſeen to 
force her from the neſt, that he may ſucceed 
to his portion of the trouble. 

And, beſides all this, where the care 
of incubation will not ſuffer the female to 
take her uſual range in ſearch of food, her 
mate takes care not only to provide it ſeaſon- 
ably for her, but alſo to adminiſter it in the 
tendereſt manner . And, ſurely, what in- 
ſtinct inſpireth the lower creatures to act, in 
a point ſo neceſſary to their preſervation, rea- 
ſon, good- nature, and affection, ſhould yet 
more ſtrongly direct, in beings who boaſt of 
higher endowments, and ſuperior excellence. 

And thus much for the duty of parents, 
in providing for the health and good conſti- 


tution of their children. 


* This I ſpeak from certain knowlege, grounded 
upon long and frequent obſervation. 


SERMON 


SERMON v. 


PRO v. xxii. 6. | 
rain up a child in the way he ſhould 
go; and when be is old be will not 
depart from it. 


re HE next duty that parents owe their 
to children, is, to give them good in- 


ſtruction. 


n- The care of the body, however impor- 
he tant, is yet but a lower concern. It is true, 
nas it is the inſtrument of the Toul, care ſhould 
in BY be taken to make it as uſefully ſubſervient 
4-W to it, in its operations, as is poſſible. And, 
et foraſmuch as this is not to be done without 


health, and a good habit, therefore we owe 
the ſame care to the body on theſe accounts, 
„chat a muſician doth to his inſtrument ; be- 
1- Wy cauſe, if that be neglected, if it be either 
broken or abuſed, or if the ſtrings be of 
an undue tone or texture, it will never an- 
{wer the ends of his art ; but will often ſend 
forth a diſagreeable diſcord, inſtead of a de- 
lightful harmony. For this reaſon, the firſt 
V and 


_ 


and there is not a motion in our minds that 


thoughts, as well as evil actions, with dread- 


of learning, what virtue and goodneſs is: 
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and great care in life ſhould be, to join a 
ſound mind to a ſound body; and to preſerye 
both in their perfection. Now, foraſmuchf8 
as the mind is believed, by many wiſe men, 
to come into the world a perfect blank, free 
from all characters of good or evil, and ca- 
pable of any; and, foraſmuch as knowlege 
and virtue are its health and ſtrength; there- 
fore the firſt duty, in life, is to impreſs right 
notions, and good principles, upon it, in the 
beginning: and, for this reaſon, you are 
firſt to impreſs a ſtrong awe of Almighty 
God upon the minds of your children: of 
that Gop, who made all things in heaven 
and in earth, by the word of his mouth; 
and can deſtroy them again at his pleaſure: 
of that Gop, who knoweth the ſecrets of 
our hearts, and ſeeth the thoughts afar off: 


is hid from him; but he will puniſh all evil 


ful vengeance ! and, on the contrary, will 
reward every act, and every intention of vir- 
tue, with exceſs of happineſs! And when 
your children know all this, your next care 
is to teach them, as far as they are capable 
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and, on the contrary, what thoſe wicked 
actions are which will offend Gop, and pro- 
oke his wrath againſt us: and then inſpire 


: hem, by all poſſible methods, with the love 
* of the one, and abhorrence of the other. 
* he virtues, which they are firſt to be taught, 
ere, to love, and do all good offices to, all 
ound them: to pity the miſeries and miſ- 
Ir MW ortunes of all they ſee in affliction ; and to 
hel de charitable to the poor. And all this moſt 


hildren are capable of learning, even before 
hey can ſpeak : whereas the contrary to this 
is the practice of moſt parents; or, at leaſt, 
of thoſe to whoſe care they commit their 
children. Wrath, revenge, and cruelty, are 
e: e firſt paſſions children are taught to exert: 
of W'f they fall, the ground is to be beaten in 
F: revenge: if any one offend them, they are 
at ¶ taught to ſtamp, and clinch their fiſts, and roar 
out ſome expreſſions, even of inarticulate 
4. nage, againſt them: if birds, or other poor 
iu creatures, are brought to them, to divert 
them, they are to be abuſed and killed. — 
And thus, inſtead of being early inſtructed 
in meekneſs and compaſſion, in humanity 
le and good-nature, they are taught reſentment, 
and wrath, and cruelty, in their very cradles. 
;1 = | Vices 
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Vices which, in all probability, the beſt inſtru- 
ction in the world will never be able to unteach 
them throughly, for the reſt of their lives: 
and ſo they become monſters of oppreſſion 
and inhumanity to all they deal with. 

The ſentence of the Areopagus, one of 
the wiſeſt aſſemblies of Greece, or of the 
world, is well worth our attention on this 
head: they condemned, and paſſed a ſevere 
ſentence apon, a child, who diverted himſelf 
with putting out the eyes of quails : con- 
fidering that action as a mark of a moſt de- 
teſtable diſpoſition ; which, if it were ſuf- 
fered to grow up with impunity, would be 
pernicious to a great number of people. 

The next virtue that children are to be 
taught, is, Veracity ; that is, to tell the truth 
upon all occaſions : and this 1s a virtue in 
which they will be more eafily inſtructed ; 
becauſe it is a virtue to which all children 
are naturally diſpoſed, and from which moſt 
of them are warped with difficulty. And 
to confirm them in this diſpoſition, they are 
to know, that this is a virtue which Gop 
Almighty hath a peculiar regard for: that he 
delighteth to be called the God of truth: 


that mercy and truth are his great attributes! 
that 
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that none ſhall abide in his tabernacle, none 
ſhall deoell in his holy bill, but he that ſpeak- 
eth the truth' from his heart. On the other 
hand, they are to be taught the utmoſt dread 
and abhorrence of a lye: that the devil is a 
har, and the author of it: but that Gop 
Almighty hateth and deteſteth it : that he 
hath declared, by the mouth of Solomon, 
that Hing lips are an abomination unto the 
Lord; and that he that ſpeaketh Hes ſhall 
not eſcape. And whereas moſt lyes are told 
to hide faults, every fault, that is confeſſed 
with ingenuity, and ſorrow for having com- 
mitted it, ſhould. be forgiven ; but a lye 
ſhould never be forgiven, but corrected with 
double chaſtiſement ; and for this plain rea- 
ſon, becauſe it doubles every fault that is 
committed, by adding known falſhood to 
it, This, I fay, is what children ſhould be 
taught : but the yery contrary to this, is too 
often what they are taught. They are threat- 
ened and flattered into falſhood, as ſoon as 
they are capable of being guilty of it. And 
almoſt the firſt ſentence a child learns, after 
he can ſpeak, is a lying excuſe for his nurſe, 
or his ſervant. If he fall, or be hurted, by 
their negligence, he is to deny it to death. — 


If 
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If they have given him any food that makes 
him fick, he is to deny it ſtedfaſtly, altho' 
the lye ſhould coſt him his life. I believe 
there are few that hear me, who have not 
known ſeveral, and heard of many more, in- 
ſtances of children, who have loſt their 
limbs, and been cripples all their life long, 
by this corruption of their attendants.— 
But how many thouſands have loſt their lives 
in this manner, is impoſſible to ſay.— And, 
indeed, if they only loſt their limbs and 
their lives, the evil would be, in ſome de- 
gree, tolerable: whereas this early habit of 
lying depraves the mind, beyond any other 
whatſoever! and betrays children into ſo 
much impudence and effrontery, as makes 
them hardened to every virtue, and obſtinate 
in every vice: and of conſequence muſt end, 
too often, in their eternal ruin. 

To this we owe that ſtedfaſtneſs in falſ- 
hood, conſpicuous in the characters of ſome 
men: men that allow themſelves in the vileſt 
and moſt villainous falſhoods, that can any 
way contribute to increaſe their gain, or hide 
their guilt; to maſk and diſguiſe their hypo- 
criſy, and raiſe the reputation of their righ- 
teouſneſs! and though they ſhould be in- 

ſtantly 
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ſtantly detected, and expoſed even to nu- 
merous aſſemblies, this makes no change in 
their conduct ; for the hypocrite's whole life 
is one continued lye: you may confute, but 
you can't confound him. They receive your 
correction with ſuch a placid compoſure, with 
ſuch a meekneſs and humility in hypocriſy, 
that you can ſcarce believe your ſenſes to 
their diſadvantage : how is it poſſible ſuch 
meek, ſuch diſintereſted, ſuch ſanctified men, 
ſhould be villains? And, indeed, it would be 
hard to account for it, were we not informed 
by the Spirit of Gop, that the great father 
of lyes can, upon occaſion, transform him- 
ſelf into an angel of light. 

Another duty, which children ſhould be 
early taught, and which, perhaps, will be 
the beſt guardian of their veracity, and every 
other virtue; is an awful regard, and high 
veneration, for the Name and Honour of 
Gop! for this will eſtabliſh a high ſenſe of 
the divine power and majeſty in the minds 
of children ; when they underſtand that his 
name is not to be mentioned, but with awe 
and reverence, —And yet, Go knows, the 
direct contrary to this is the practice of the 
world; and the very firſt words children are 


often 
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often taught to pronounce, is ſome profa- 
nation of the name of Gop, in a curſe, or 


an oath. 

The fear of the Lord (faith Solomon) is 
the beginning of wiſdom + children are in- 
fluenced into duty by the impreſſions of fear, 
even before the uſe of reaſon ; and, there- 
fore, the fear of Gop ſhould be inculcated 
as early, and as deeply, as poſſible: as the 
ſureſt means to inſpire them with caution and 
conſideration, which are the ſure founda- 
tions of wiſdom and virtue: and the beſt 
guardians againſt error and implety : — 
whereas, when children have got early ha- 
bits of profaning the name of Gop, they 
immediately loſe all ſenſe of fear towards 
him: and, with that, all ſenſe of religion 
and virtue! and ſo become utterly profli- 
gate, and abandoned to all vice and villainy! 
inſomuch that, I believe, there ſcarcely 
ever was one inſtance of any child, who was 
early allowed to curſe and ſwear, that ever 
became a good man, to the laſt day of his 
life. 

The next virtue, in dich I would have 
children inſtructed, is, Humility. The virtue 
which, of all others, will beſt prepare them 


for 
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for all the croſs accidents 1. calamities they 
are ſure to meet with in will give 2 
the trueſt ſenſe of their own corruption, and 
weakneſs, and vanity; and, of conſequence, 
will diſpoſe them to contentment and reſig- 
nation, under all the diſpenſations and cha- 
ſtiſements of the Divine Providence. And 
this is a virtue, which the modeſty of their 
tender years will incline and enable them to 
practiſe with eaſe: whereas, in the common 
courſe of education, they are carefully ini- 
tiated into the contrary vice, and are taught 
pride, with as much diligence, as if it were 
the moſt important duty in life: and, as if 
the delay of ſo excellent an inſtitution were 
of dangerous conſequence, they take care 
to begin with it betimes, and inſtruct them 
in it, as ſoon as they are capable of diſcern- 
ing their own figure in the glaſs: and then is 
the imagination of the poor young creature 
bewildered, with all the gayeties that vanity 
can invent; laces, ribbons, feathers, fineries, 
and fopperies of all kinds and colours, are 
crowded together, to adorn the tender clay : 
and the imagination of one, if not both 
parents, is ſtretched, to diſpoſe and vary all 
theſe to advantage; that the poor little pa- 
H geant 
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geant may, by all means, be early taught to 
ſet a right value upon its perſon: and to di- 
ſtinguiſh itſelf from other children, whoſe 
parents have leſs fortune or foppery than 
its own. The conſequence from all this is, 
that fo fine a creature cannot bear to go into 
a cold dirty ſchool, or mix with a herd of 
tattered children; and fo is kept at home, 

for fear of ſpoiling its fine cloaths, or its fine 
complexion. —And by this means, its little 
head is in a very little time ſo intirely filled 
with ſuch fine ideas of dreſs, and faſhion, 

and vanity, that there is no roon left for 
any thing good or uſeful ever after. If the 
child be of the other ſex, it is odds, but ſhe 
is committed, perhaps truſted intirely, to the 
care of an ignorant and phantaſtic ſervaiit, 

who, if ſhe hath the good fortune to be born 
a foreigner, is, from that ſole advantage, 

without the recommendation of any one 
uſeful talent in life, too often thought q uali- 
fied to educate children of the Diebe con- 
dition: and will take ſpecial care, never to 
ſpoil the fine eyes of her pupil, either with 
work, or reading: never to moleſt her mind, 

either with the low troubleſome knowlege 
of fam ly-affairs, or with the ſeverities of 
religian 
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religion and virtue: will teach her to ſpeak 
a foreign language with great eaſe and vo- 
lubility, perhaps without knowing how to 
read her own—and, what is infinitely worſe, 
will be too apt to unteach her the aukward 
unfaſhionable virtues of modeſty and reſerve: 
will let her underſtand, that bluſhing is the 
higheſt crime ſhe can be guilty of : and that 
ſhe ought to be aſhamed of nothing, but be- 
ing out of countenance, or out of faſhion : 
in a word, will make her a complete, per- 
haps a perverted woman, before ſhe knows 
what it is to be a child. © 

If the child happen to be of the male 
kind, it is odds, but a French tutor will do 
as much by him. I would here by no means 
be underſtood to mean any reflection upon 
that great nation, which hath produced fo 
many men of eminence in every branch of 
uſeful knowlege— I cenſure nothing but 
our own folly, in too often choofing the 
meaneſt of that nation, for the moſt import- 
ant office in life, the education of our chil- 
dren.—Theſe are men who from their {kill 
in outward ornaments are too often abſurdly 


choſen, to infuſe inward accompliſhments : 


men who will carry their pupils, by a ſhort 
H 2 road, 
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road, thro' coffee-houſes, play-houſes, and 
aſſemblies, into what they call, the knowlege 
of the world: without paſſing through the 
tedious round of old and obſolete books 
and languages, and the ſevere diſcipline of 
ſtudy: and without incumbering their fine 
heads with the lumber and pedantry of arts 
and ſciences. —Such is that deteſtable edu- 
cation, by which many of the beſt fortune 
and families amongſt us are too early cor. 
rupted and crampt, to the reproach and ca- 
lamity of their country! Men, well known, 
and ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed in all places of 


public reſort ; except the Church, the Senate, 


and the Courts of Juſtice : for in the firſt of 
theſe, they are rarely ſeen, at leaſt to any 
good purpoſe; and in the reſt, as rarely heard, 
And altho' ſome, by the force of a better 
genius, and the influence of the Divine 
Grace, may break thro' the prejudices of fo 
unhappy an education; yet theſe are but few, 
and rare, in compariſon of the mighty num- 

bers that are utterly undone by it. 


Another virtue that ſhould be early and 
carefully taught children, is Juſtice; and that 
equity and honeſty in our dealings, which 1s 
preſcribed by this virtue, is ſo very agreeable 

to 
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to the firſt rudiments of reaſon, that children 
are very early capable of it. And to give 
them a high veneration for this virtue (which, 
is the ſhield of right, and the bond of peace), 
they are to be taught, that it is of high value 
in the ſight of Gop! that juſtice and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his throne ! and 
that he hath in his holy word promiſed great 


this virtue from the heart. That God bleſſetb 

the habitation of the juſt : that they are un- 

der his immediate care and protection: that 

he hath promiſed, that no evil ſhall happen 

W unto them: and that he will deliver them 
from trouble. 

On the other hand, they are to be inſpired 
with the utmoſt deteſtation-and abhorrence 
of all fraud and iniquity in their dealings.— 
They are to be taught, that every degree of 
theſe vices are marks of the meaneſt and 
baſeſt minds ! that there is as much villainy 
in defrauding a ſchool-fellow of a taw, or 
a trifle, as in robbing him of any thing of 
greater value—for if a child be allowed to 
do injuſtice in a trifle, he will be much more 
tempted to it when he can gain conſiderably 
by it. And therefore he is to be taught, 
H 3 that 


and laſting bleſſings upon thoſe that practiſe 
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that this is a vice which will render him de- 
ſpicable, as well as hateful, in the eyes of 
the world: and doubly odious in the fight 
of Gop-—that falſe weights and falſe meu. 
ſures are an abomination to him — that if 
any man defraud his brother, Gop hath de- 
clared himſelf an avenger of all ſach-— 
that he hath declared, that neither zhzeves, 
nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
of God, Your children are to be early and 
carefully taught, that nothing under heaven 
can juſtify any degree of fraud or iniquity 
our dealings ! that no pretence, even of good 
intentions, or pious purpoſes whatſoever, 
can ſanctify wicked means: that we muſt 
by no means do evil, that good may come: 
and that the Spirit of G op hath expreſly de- 
clared of all that do fo, by the mouth of 
his holy apoſtle, that their damnation is juft, 
ThatGophimſelf hath declared bythe mouth 
of his prophet T1/a:ah (Ii. 8.), that he hateth 
robbery, though it were for a burnt-offering, 
And, above all, they ſhould be carefully 
taught, that of all robberies, they ate the 
moſt heinous, the moſt hateful, the moſt 
abhorred of Gop, who have the ſpoils of the 
widow and the-orphan for their object. 'The 
help- 
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helpleſs orphan, the ſickly, the aged, the 
deſolated widow. O Lord, rightequs and 
juſt, how juſt ore thy judgments, which thou 
haſt pronounced againſt their oppreſſors in 
thy holy writ ! Oppreſs not the widow, nor 
the fatherleſs, nor the poor, ſaith Zecha- 
riab (vii. 10.). And he obſerveth of all that 
do ſo, that they made their hearts as an ada- 
mant=ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the law, 
and the words which the Lord of hoſts hath 
ſent in his Spirit by the former prophets. — 
Therefore came a great wrath from the Lord 
of hoſts —therefore it came to paſs, that as be 
cried, and they would not hear ; ſo they 
cried, and I would not hear, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts. | 
Wo to thee that ſpoileſt, and thou waſt not 
ſpoiled (faith T/aiah, xxxiii. 1.) ; and dealeſt 
treacherouſly, and they dealt not treacherouſly 
with thee. Rob not the poor (ſaith Solomon, 
in the xxii* ch. of his Proverbs, Rob not the 
poor) becauſe he is poor; neither oppreſs the 
Micted in the gate : for the Lord will plead 
their cauſe, and ſpoil the ſoul of thoſe that 
ſpoiled them. 
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God, of his infinite mercy, deliver this 
audience from this guilt, and from the 
vengeance due to it ; through the me- 

rits and mediation of JIxsus CHRIST, 


SERMON 


SER MON VI. 
PRO v. xxii. 6. 


Jain up a child in the way he ſhould 
go; and when be is old be a not 
depart from it. | 


N. a former diſcourſe upon theſe words, 
I propoſed to conſider the Duty of Pa- 
rents o their Children in the following 
order: a 

Firſt, That parents are obliged to take 


care of the health and contiitition of 
their children. 


Secondly, That they are to give them 
good inſtruction. 

Thirdly, That they are to correct them in 
their faults. 

Fourthly, That they are to ſhew them 
good example. 

Fifthly, They are to make a proper pro- 
viſion for them, as far as they are able. 
And, laſtly, They are to pray to Gop for 

them. 


Under 
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Under the firſt of theſe heads, I ſhew'd it 
to be the previous duty of all perfans that 
entered into the married ſtate, to take care, 
that their conſtitutions were not impaired 
by intemperance, or exceſs, or vice of am 
kind; nor their minds infected with evil 
habits: inaſmuch as evil diſpoſitions are 
found, by experience, to be propagated as 
well as evil conſtitutions: and altho' it be a 
reflection of ſufficient dread and diſquig, 
to be the author of a miſerable infected rage 
of wretched mortals; yet it is infinitely more 
ſo, deliberately to diffuſe vice and villainy 
among mankind, and entail them upon late 
poſterity: to be the founder of a race of 
fiends. 

In the next place, I ſhew d it to be the 
indiſpenſable duty of mothers to nurſe their 
own children, if their health and conftitution 
will allow it : that this is indiſputably a law 
of nature; and, as ſuch, guarded with evident 
and ſufficient ſanctions : the obſervance of 
it attended with the reward of ſignal plea- 
ſure and happineſs to the parent; and the 


tranſgreſſion of it, with dangers and puniſh- 
ments of various kinds, 


The 
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The next duty of parents which I conſi- 
dered in my laſt-diſcourſe, was, that of giv- 
ing their children good inſtructions : and the 
firſt part of this duty, I told you, was to give 
them early and ſtrong impreſſions, of the 
awe and veneration of that great Being, that 
made heaven and earth; that ſearcbeth the 
ſecrets of the heart, and feeth the thoughts 
afar off the Almighty Author of fure and 
unerring vengeance to the wicked, and infi- 
nite and unſpeakable rewards to the righ- 
teous ! and then, gradually to explain and 
inculcate the ſeveral virtues, that will intitle 
them to his favour; and inſpire the utmoſt 
abhorrence of thoſe vices, chat will draw 
down his vengeance upon them, © 
The chief of theſe virtues, I told you, 
were Mercy, Humility, Truth, and Juftice : 
which are the nobler and more immediate 
tranſcripts of his on perfections! the great 
guardians of peace upon earth, and good- 
will towards men and under ſome of theſe 
of parents and ſervants, in early initiating, 
and carefully inftructing children in many of 
the contrary vices: Wrath, Revenge, Cruelty, 
Pride, 
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Pride, Lying, and profaning the Name of 
God, in unhallowed oaths and curſes. 

I concluded with an earneſt exhortation 
to parents, early and carefully to inſtruct and 
exerciſe their children in the principles and 
in the practice of juſtice ; which is the ſhield: 
of right,and the bond of peace: to teach them 
that nothing under heaven can juſtify any 
fraud or iniquity, in our dealings: that no 
pretence of good intentions or pious pur- 
poſes whatſoever, can ſanctify wicked means, 

Having thus conſidered the principal vir- 
tues, in which children are early to be in- 
ſtructed, I now proceed to conſider thoſe, 
which may, I think, be properly called, ſe- 
condary or miniſterial virtues; as being ſub» 
ſervient tovirtues of greater conſequence, and 
higher excellence, than themſelves : and the 
chief of theſe are, Temperance, bed 
Modeſty, Civility, and Induſtry. 


As to the firſt of theſe, I am well aware, 
that Temperance is, and hath ever been, ac- 
counted a cardinal virtue: nor is it any part of 
my intention to debaſe its dignity: but only to 
obſerve, that as it is ſubſervient to higher 
purpoſes, than bare abſtinence from exceſs; 

and 
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and is indeed neceſſary to the exerciſe of 
every other virtue; therefore I think, it may 
not improperly be termed miniſterial: and 
it is certain, that wiſe men have ever 
eſteemed Temperance ſo neceſſary both to 
health and virtue, that ſome have gone ſo 
far, as to injoin it ſtrictly to the breeding 
parent; that ſo the child may come into 
the world, in ſome meaſure, influenced by 
this habit ; or, at leaſt, properly prepared for 
it. All phyſicians agree, that the plaineſt 
and ſimpleſt foods are beſt fitted to young 
and tender ſtomachs, and are attended with 
leſs danger of ſurfeit and exceſs; and of con- 
ſequence are more ſafe and ſalutary: and all 
philoſophers agree, that Temperance is the 
trueſt foundation of every virtue, and good 
habit in the mind. And if ſo, it is evident 
to common ſenſe, that this foundation can- 
not be laid too early: and therefore parents 
cannot be too careful in avoiding all ſweeten- 
ings and ſeaſonings, all heightenings of 
taſte, in their childrens food; which cannot 
fail of having ill effects upon their health, 
and giving them an early turn to luxury, the 
inlet of every vice, and every corruption, to 
which the human nature is prone !—Luxu- 
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ry, our national reproach and ruin! to which 


we owe, among infinite other evils, the 


immeaſurable uſe of that too faſhionable and 
pernicious plant, which weakens the ſto- 
mach, unbraces the nerves, and drains the 
very vitals of our national wealth ; to which 
nevertheleſs our children are as early and 
as carefully enured, from the very breaſt, a 
if the daily uſe of this liquor were an indiſ. 
penſable duty which they owed to Gop and 
their country. 

The next miniſterial virtue which childre 
ſhould be early taught, is Obedience ; andit 
1s ſufficiently known, that this is always the 
firft duty inculcated by that order of men, 
which hath hitherto been moſt eminent far 
the education of youth. Children, obey your 


parents in all things, ſaith the apoſtle ; for 


this is well pleaſing unto the Lord. And, 
doubtleſs, nothing can be more agreeable to 
the Gop of order, and Fountain of all virtue, 
and all felicity, than this ſubmiſſion of chil- 
dren to their natural ſuperiors and guardians; 
which is the beſt early guardian of their 


health, the beſt ſecurity of their virtue, and 


ſource of their happineſs; it being evident, 


that, in the ordinary courſe of things, nothing 


Can 
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can be more reaſonable, or of greater uſe to 


children, than a ready undiſputing ſubmiſſion 
to the will of their parents; they being, from 


the advantage of more age and experience, 
better judges of what they ought to do or 


avoid. And therefore this obedience ſhould 
have no limitation or reſerve, except where 
the parent is found to command ſomething 
contrary to the law of Gop: in that caſe, and 
in that only, the child's obedience is to be 
diſpenſed with; in all others, to be ſteadily 
and uniformly exacted, without admitting 


the leaſt debate or hefitation ; than which 


nothing can be of worſe conſequence, either 
to the peace of the parent, or the virtue and 
well-being of the child: the ſame ſpirit that 
is reſtive to the authority of the parent, will 
in time be refractory to that of the magi- 
ſtrate, and rebellious even to that of Almighty 
Gop; and will at the fame time, in all pro- 
bability, degenerate into an offenſive rude- 
neſs, or an unſociable ſullenneſs to the reſt 
of the world. And therefore parents ſhould 
ſubdue this ſpirit early and effectually, if 


they expect their children ſhould become 


good ſons, good ſubjects, or good chriſtians, 
And the true way to do this is, by carefully 
E 4 ſs 


112 The Duty of Panzxrs gere 
avoiding all cruel, unjuſt, and wicked eom 
mands, and exacting a ſevere and ſteady obe. 
- dience to all others. And theſe, in a pru. 
dent and good parent, miſt often be ſuch x 
will ſhew the child his own intereſt and hay. 
pineſs, in the obedience he yielded to them; 
although neither of theſe, neither his intereſ 
nor his happineſs, ſhould ever by any mean 
be made the rules or meaſures of his obe. 
dience (becauſe there are infinite inſtanee 
in which it is impoſſible he can either diſcern 
or judge of them): no, this muſt be intireh 
reſolved into the parents right of rule ; the 
natural pleaſure of a dutiful ſubmiſſion u 
their authority; and the comfortableafſurance 
of a bleſſing from Almighty God, upon ther 
chearful and conſcientious obedience *. 
Another virtue that parents are carefully 
to cultivate in their children, is Modeſty. By 
Modeſty I mean, not that outward demure- 
neſs and artifice of face; that affected guile 
and phraſe of humility, which impudence 
often aſſumes, and hypocriſy always: the 
maſk of fraud, and harbinger of deceit! that 


On the flave-coaſt of Guiney, children give and 
receive nothing from their parents, or elder brothers; 
nor wives from their huſbands, but upon the knee, 


Boſman, p. 341. 
; meek 
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meek unbluſhing aſſurance, which diſtin- 
the ſmooth and ſaintly Phariſee; that 
ſmooths his phraſe, and humbles his eyes, 


deluſion ! of whom the pſalmiſt ſo juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that there is no faithfulneſs in his 


they flatter with their tongue. No; true. 
and duty, and beſt ſhews itſelf in a becoming- 

reſt of the world, according to their ſeveral 
relations and ſtations in it; equally removed 


from fawning and from. falſhood : and of 
this we need ſay little ore, than that it is 
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beſt guardian of virtue. It is that natural 


l 


upon every thing, that is either vicious, or 
unruly, or even indecent, in our nature. And 
of how much value this virtue is in the eyes 
of Almighty G op, is evident from the care 
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tion of our frame. The fluſhing of the blood 
in the face, upon the conſciouſneſs of having 
violated this virtue, or even upon the leaſt 


22 


it, 


1 


with all the arts, and to all the purpoſes of 


mouth ; their throat is an open ſepulebre; 


apprehenſion of being in danger of violating 
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neſs of behaviour, and due deference to the 


at once the greateſt ornament of youth, and 


checque, which it hath pleaſed Gop to lay 


modeſty ariſes from a true ſenſe of decency © | 


J. 


which he hath taken of it in the very forma- - 
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it, is one of the moſt amazing phænomena 
among all the wonders of our make: for 
what is this, in effect, but Gop Almighty 
declaring to us, that we ſhall never offend 
againſt this virtue, without publiſhing Our 
ſhame to all around us? what is it, but 
making every drop of blood in our bodies, 
the guardians of it? and this, in a manner, 
equally aſtoniſhing and inewplicable! flaſhing 
the blood into the face, by chanels that 
never were found out ; and by a power that 
never was, or will be, accounted for: and 
the plain reaſon why this virtue is ſo guarded, 
is of ſuch mighty importance in the ſight of 
Gov, is this: It is the guardian of every 
virtue. It is in the mechaniſm of our frame, 
what prudence is in our minds ; the power 
that ſways, and guides, and governs, all the 
other virtues. Take away prudence from the 
mind, and there is no virtue left: take away 
modeſty from our make, and the conſe- 
quence will, in effect, be the ſame: this onee 
removed, the mind becomes the eaſy prey 
of every paſſion, every vice, and every ei 
tendency in our nature. — This once re- 
moved, every ſpark of evil, before latent in 


the ſoul, blazes out into a flame, and de- 
| vours 
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vours all worth and virtue before it: and 
therefore there is not a more lovely, or more 
important, office of the parental care, than 
to be ſtrict and diligent guardians of the 
modeſty of their children: than to keep them 
at the utmoſt diſtance from every thing, that 
hath the leaſt appearance, even of indecency, 
and much more of impudence, impiety, or 
immorality of any kind. And yet the very 
contrary to this is too notoriouſly the praQtice 
of many parents : who take a monſtrous, or, 
to ſpeak ore properly, a helliſh pleaſure, in 
teaching their children the worſt words, and 
moſt victous and impudent forms of ſpeech, 
as ſoon as they are able to ſpeak. — Polly 
(faith Solomon) is joy to him that is deſtitute 
of wiſdom : and is it poſſible there can be a 
greater exceſs of folly, than for parents 
thus to delight in the deſtruction of their 
own children? This is ſo ſhocking a conduct, 
that it is incapable of aggravation: and there- 
fore I ſhall only obſerve of it, that theſe men 
act as if they were afraid their childrens own 
natural inclinations, their parents example, 
and the corruptions of the world, would all 
come too late to make them reprobates ! to 
make them ripe for perdition! and therefore 
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they take early pains to eſtabliſh their gal 
and to inſure their damnation betimes. 

Another duty parents owe their children 
is, to teach them that Civility, which is com. 
monly known by the name of Good-man- 
ners An accompliſhment which introduce 
youth more early, and to more advantage 
into the world, than any other whatſoever: 
and oftentimes recommends them more ef: 
fectually to the favour and protection of the 
great, than many other qualities of more 
inherent excellence ; becauſe it is often the 
only one, by which they can be öbliged 0 
ſerved. In one word, it is an eaſy, a natu- 
ral, and an univerſal introduction to the 
regard of mankind: and, if it be ſupported 
by real worth, cannot fail to fix us in thei 
eſteem. 

And this civility, which we call good man- 
ners, is a duty founded at once, both i in 
juſtice and neceſſity. 

No man is ſelf-ſufficient, but hath fre- 
quent and endleſs occaſions, for the aſſiſt- 
ance and good offices of others: and no man 
is ſo ſtrictly tied down by any law either of 
Gop, or ſociety, to do good offices to others 


to the full extent of his power, but that he 
hath 


2 


5 . F F Qs A » > > & 5 5 9 


Ser, 6. to their Children. 117 
hath at the ſame time a right to ſome returns 
of gratitude and acknowlegement. And in 
this conduct, in requeſting the favours and 
good offices of others, with a becoming de- 
ference; in a readineſs and chearfulneſs to 
do good offices to others, with a thankful- 
neſs for being ſo employed; and, laſtly, in 
a thankful and ready acknowlegement of all 
good offices done to ourſelves; in theſe 
conſiſt the eſſentials of civility, and what 
we truly and properly call good manners: 
the courtly phraſe, the courteſy, and the 
bow, and the friendly falutation, are but its 
outward garb, indication, and ornament. 
Let me be underſtood upon this point, which 
is, in truth, very little underſtood in the 
world. Altho' every man hath a right, from 
our natural equality, to a fair unoffending 
treatment from every other; yet no man 
hath an abſolute right to the aid of others 
in any exigency; and therefore, when he 
wants it, he is obliged to ſue for it, in a 
modeſt phraſe, and ſubmiſſive demeanour; 
and when he hath received it, he is to re- 
turn thanks, in a ſtyle ſuitable to the favour 
received: and, therefore, the man that is void 
of good manners, is at the ſame time vaid 


13 both 
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both of gratitude and juſtice: he expects what 
he hath not a right to; and he pays not what 
he owes. So that ill manners is in truth a 
lower kind of immorality ; it is injuſtice, 
and diſhoneſty, in a leſs degree; and, if it be 
neglected there, may ſoon riſe, and become 
conſpicuous in a higher. 
Another virtue in which children are to 

be carefully inſtructed, and towhich they are 
to be early enured, is Patience (which ] ſhall 
beg leave to conſider in this place as a minis 
ſterial virtue), Now patience is a virtue, 
which teaches us to bear evil with equa- 
nimity, and humble reſignation to the will of 
Gop; by whom all events are governed, 
and without whom not ſo much as a ſpar- 
row falleth to the earth. Foraſmuch then 
as it is well known, that all evils are in- 
creaſed by impatience, and abated by equas 
nimity and refignation ; therefore it is ob- 
vious at firſt ſight, of what importance the 
value of patience mult be, in a world encom- 
paſſed with evil. 9 * 
The inſtances under which this virtue is to 
be exerciſed, are endleſs, as the calamities 
of life; and therefore it cannot be too early, 
too often, or too earneſtly inculcated. How- 

ever, 
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ever, I ſhall at preſent content myſelf with 
recommending one ſmall part of it to the 
conſideration of all parents and tutors: and 
that is, Patience of ſolitude ; early to habi- 
tuate their children and pupils to bear being 
alone. =7" | DetfzD 
The advantages of this habit are obvious, 
and need barely to be mentioned, Firſt, 
They will by this means learn to think, to 
reflect, and converſe with their own thoughts 
and hearts. Secondly, They will ſoon get 
the better of thoſe inſtinctive fears of ſoli- 
tude ; which, however wiſely impreſſed (in 
aid of that period of life which moſt needs 
the protection and care of others), are too 
apt to degenerate into timorous ſuperſti- 
tions; which impair all the powers of reaſon, 
and often make life a load. And, thirdly, 
It will guard them from thoſe infinite evils 
which-men daily run into, to baniſh ſolitude, 
and kill time: ſuch as evil converſation, and 
idle purſuits, and habits of all kinds. And 
this, we are told, a wiſe man of antiquity 
laid fo great a ftreſs upon, that, being aſked, 
What he had gained by his philoſophy ? he 
anſwered, That he had learned to converſe 
La > at 
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at home, and not be beholden to others for 
good company. 

Another duty in which children are early 
to be inſtructed and exerciſed, is, Induſtry in 
ſome honeſt and uſeful occupation. The 
children of poor parents in ſome rudiments 
or lower branch of ſome uſeful trade, as the 
foundation of a future livelihood ; and the 
children of thoſe of better condition, in en- 
dowing and adorning their minds with thoſe 
habits of knowlege and virtue, which will 
beſt become their ſtation and condition in the 
world ; and make them a bleſſing to all be. 
low them, 

* The whole life (ſay the Ch:ne/e philo- 
*© ſophers) depends upon care and induſtry; 
ce the year on the ſpring, the day on riſing 
* early, He who in his youth is not diligent 
and aſſiduous in his ſtudies, when old age 
* cometh, will be a fool, and find himſelf 
* empty- handed: he who in ſpring will not 


& till, in autumn will not reap*.” 


Early induſtry is the beſt ſecurity in the- 


world againſt vicious habits : when this is 
neglected, men eaſily become a prey to ſloth 


* Churchill's Collect. Vol. I, p. 158. 
and 
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and idleneſs ; which are the parents of every 
vice, and the bane of every thing good and 
excellent. 

And here I cannot but take notice of that 
noble inſtitution of Solon that great Athe. 
nan law-giver ; which decreed, that every 
child that refuſed or neglected to ſupport 
his parents, when age or infirmities called for 
their aſſiſtance, ſhould be branded with in- 
famy, and deprived of all the privileges of 
ſociety : but with this limitation; provided 
the parents took care to breed up their 
child to ſome uſeful trade or occupation ; 
which if they neglected, their children were 
then acquitted of all obligation to provide 
for them in their need. 


And thus I have done with that part of 
the Parents Duty, which conſiſts in inſtruct- 
ing their children, and forming them to 
thoſe virtues which may be called the leſſer 
morals, but are at the ſame time the ſure 


guardians of the greater, N 
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PRO v. xxii. 6. 


Train up a child in the way be ſhould 
go; and when be is old he will not 
depart from it. | 


Aving, in ſome former diſcourſes, laid 

before you the ſeveral parts of the Pa- 
rents Duty to the Children, and explained 
very particularly the ſeveral virtues, both pri- 
mary and miniſterial, in which they were 
to be early inſtructed and exerciſed ; I now 
proceed to conſider the Means neceſſary to 
be made uſe of, in order more effectually 


to inculcate and confirm thoſe virtues in their 
hearts. 


And, firſt, All parents are particularly to 
remember, that as ſoon as their children have 
paſſed through the firſt rudiments of learn- 
ing, and are able to read, they ſhould then 
be carefully taught ſome ſhort ſyſtem of the 
chriſtian religion, ſuch as that excellent ſum- 

7 mary 
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ary of chriſtian doctrines and duties, con- 

1 in the Church Catechiſm ; not only ty 
get them by heart, or rather by rote, as the 
common cuſtom is; but in a rational-intelli; 
gent way: and, in order to this, the queſtions 
and anſwers ſhould be varied and explained, 
and the children ſhould be obliged to give the 
meaning of them in other words: and, a 
laſt, to add the proofs from Scripture. And 
this they will be enabled to do, by the help 

of ſome ſhort and uſeful explanation of th 
Catechiſm, publiſhed for that purpoſe ; on 
particularly, by a late moſt reverend and ex 
cellent prelate, formerly your teacher in thi 
place: but, above all, the Scriptures are to be 
read frequently and conſtantly ; thoſe parts 
eſpecially and primarily, which contain an 
account of the wonderful works and judg- 
ments of Gop; ſuch as the creation, the 
deluge, the deſtruction of Sodom and G0. 
morrha, and the deliverance from the Egyp- 
tian bondage: and, above all, the life and 
miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour, and his ape- 
ſtles. For theſe being in their own nature 
extraordinary, and at the ſame time con- 
veyed to us in the nobleſt, the moſt inſtruc- 
tive, and the moſt delightful relations this 
world 
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world was ever bleſſed with, will be read 
with pleaſure, and remembred with eaſe: 
and will at the ſame time give your chil- 
dren ſtrong and awful notions of the infinite 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of Gop: to- 

gether with a deep veneration of his Juſtice - 
and Judgments upon preſumptuous and im- 
penitent ſinners : and, in conſequence of 
this, will impreſs a ſtrong awe and dread of 
offending, and provoking the divine wrath 


and indignation againſt us. 

After this, they are carefully to peruſe 
and revolve thoſe ſolemn and devotional 
parts of the holy Scriptures, which ſet forth, 
in moſt moving andexalted ſtrains, theMercy, 
and Might, and Majeſty of Almighty Gop; 
ſuch as the pſalms of David, the prophecies 
of 1/aiah, and the life, ſuffering, and ſub- 
miſſion of Fob : and, laſtly, they are to be 
well and often inſtructed and exerciſed in 
the Ecclefiaſtes, and proverbs of Solomon, 
which contain at once the plaineſt and the 
wiſeſt precepts that ever were delivered for 
the conduct of life, both with regard to this 
world, and the world to come. Theſe are 
to be perpetually peruſed, and perfectly re- 
membred ; and, by being ſo, will be a ſure 


and 
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and laſting fund of direction, conſolation, 
and ſupport, on all occaſions, and throughou 
all emergencies in lite. 


And thus I have gone through thoſe fun. 
damental duties of erudition and inſtruction 
which parents owe their children.—For the 

reſt, this city hath the advantage of ſo many 

excellent ſchools for their further improye- 
ment, as makes it unneceſſary to purſue thi 
ſubje& any longer. Only thus much giz 
me leave to obſerve to you, that as good 
ſchoolmaſters are the greateſt benefactors ty 
mankind, and the. worſt rewarded for the 
good they do, of all mortals; paying an un. 
common regard and return to them, for the 
advantages your children receive from them, 
as it is your duty, ſo it is likewiſe greath 
your intereſt : and the fruits of it will be 
repaid ſevenfold into your own boſom. 

I have now confidered at large, how your 
children are to be led gradually, through the 
whole ſeries of chriſtian and moral duties; 
and have only to add, that, when they ate 


early and long practiſed in them, the mo- 


tions of duty and virtue will then become af 
eaſy and. as familiar to them, as thoſe of na- 
ture: or, to ſpeak more properly, cuſtom 

will 


pl 
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ill make them nature: and they will prac- 
iſe them with as little n as wy 
alk or breathe. 

The next duty that parents owe their chil- 

Iren is, to correct them in their faults.— 
10 this is a duty wherein parents, from 

ir great fondneſs for their children, are 

ik exceedingly faulty: and yet, in truth, 
e neglect of correction is faulty, even upon 

> ſcore of fondneſs ; for true tenderneſs 
and love to children ſhould oblige parents 
o provide early and carefully, that they 
ight be miſerable and afflicted, as ſhort, 
and as ſeldom, and happy as often, and as 
long, as poſſible. And the true way to effect 
is, is to fix good habits ; and either to pre- 
vent, or to 'root out, evil habits as early as 
poſſible. For this reaſon, if children are not 
to be won to goodneſs by kindneſs and in- 
dulgence (which I own is much more deſire- 
able), they are to be compelled to it by 
ſeverity and diſcipline : and when they have 
once got a good habit, it will, from that mo- 
ment, be eaſy tothem. On the other hand, 
if they are not to be kept back from evil by 
exhortation and advice, they are to be de- 
terred from it by threats and — : 
1 4 or, 
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for, as naturaliſts obſerve of young trees 
that ſtubborn, crooked plants are not to be 
ſtreightened but by fire; ſo ſtubborn, per. 
- verſe diſpoſitions are alben not to be amended 
but by warm and ſevere correction; and that 
from the very beginning. One correction 
and that, perhaps, a light one, will deter z 
child from doing an ill thing at firſt ; but, if 
you ſuffer him to get a habit of doing it, 
perhaps twenty corrections will not break 
him of it: ſo that children are to be early 
corrected, out of pity and tenderneſs. Far 
what parent, that loves his child, would no 
rather corre& him for a fault once, than let 
him go on until he found himſelf under 
neceſſity of correcting him fifty times for it 
and perhaps to no purpoſe? And therefore 
Solomon rightly obſerves in the xiii. ch. df 
his Proverbs, at the 24th verſe, That l 
that ſpareth the rod hateth his ſon ; but le 
that Joveth him chaſteneth him betimei, 
From hence we learn, that parents ſhould 
correct their children early, even out of love 
and pity to them. And the ſame wiſe man 
again adviſeth, xix. Prov. ver. 18. Chaſten 


onfucius the great Chineſe philoſopher tells us, that 
it is cu in parents, not 1040 uR and puniſh, - 
thy 
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foul ſpare for his crying. That is, chaſten 
him early, while there is hope of his reform- 
ation: for if you let him go on in vice, 
your correction may come too late. Again 
he tells us, xxix. Prov. ver. 15. The rod and 
reproof give wiſdom ; but a chill left to 
himſelf, bringeth bis. mother to ſhame. The 
mother is here particularly mentioned, be- 
cauſe children are moſtly ruined by the 
falſe and ill-judged indulgence of the mo- 
thers : nay, you ought to correct your chil- 
dren early, as well for your own eaſe, as for 
their amendment: for beſides the pleaſure of 
ſeeing your children grow up in goodneſs 
and virtue; is it not a great happineſs to 
yourſelves, to be ſaved the trouble, and vexa- 
tion, and diſquiet, of giving your children 
frequent and repeated corrections, when they 
are grown headftrong 1 in vice ? And there- 
fore Solomon again moſt excellently adviſeth 
in ver. 17. of the ſame chapter, Correct thy 
ſon, and he ſhall give thee reſt : yea, he ſhall 
give delight unto thy ſoul. 

But, perhaps, the child is weak and ſickly, 
and therefore muſt not be corrected, for fear 
of ſpoiling his conſtitution, This is the 
K common 


thy ſon while there is hope, and let not thy 
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common excuſe for ruining all the childrey 
in the world: and it is as ſhameful and il 
grounded, as it is common : for the ſure wy 
of deſtroying the beſt conſtitution unde 
heaven, is by leaving it at the mercy 
peeviſh and ungovernable diſpoſitions ; by 
making it a prey to all the unruly paſſions, 
and humours, and appetites of a perverſt 
mind : and therefore the only way to pre 
ſerve a weak conſtitution, is by ſubduing 
the froward unruly mind, that tears it ty 
pieces, to the diſcipline of reaſon and virtue 
Moreover, it ſhould be conſidered, that i 
this be not ſeaſonably and effectually done, 
the diſeaſes and ailments of headſtrong chil 
dren can neither have the aid of proper food 
or proper phyſick to relieve them: and there- 
fore all neceſſary correction is to be early 
applied, even for the intereſt of their health 
and quiet: although in truth, if correction 
were dangerous to ſuch a conſtitution, i 
were infinitely better, that a perverſe chil 
ſhould actually die under it, than that he A 
ſhould be ſuffered to become a ſon of per- 
dition: to grow up into a monſter of vice WW 
and iniquity, to plague his parents and the il ; 
world, and to gather to himſelf wrath 
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againſt the day of wrath, and the revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God. 

The next duty that parents owe their chil- 
dren, is to ſet them good Example; of which 
I ſhall now ſay no more than this, that your 
children will always believe, that you think 
that to be the beſt which you practiſe your- 
ſelves ; becauſe you do it of choice: and if 
you did not think it beſt, why ſhould you do 
it? and therefore, as it will be cruel in you, 
to correct them for thoſe vices which you 
yourſelves not only teach, but tempt them 
to, by your example ; ſo it will be vain, and 
impoſſible for you to reform them by it. 
For this reaſon, if you have any regard for 
their well-being in this world, and their 
ſalvation in the next, you will be infinitely 
careful not to lead them in the paths of per- 
dition: not to guide or go before them in 
the ways of fin, which go down to the cham- 
bers of death. 

The next duty that parents owe their chil- 
dren, is to make a proper Proviſion for them, 
as far as they are able: and the Apoſtle tells 
us, in the v. ch. 1 Ep. to Tim. ver. 8. That 
he is worſe than an infidel, that neglecteth 

K 2 this 
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this duty.—And the reaſon of this declars. 
tion is evident: this is a duty which eye 
the heathens thought themſelves obliged tz 
from the laws of nature: and therefore thy 
chriſtian that neglects it, is, in that reſped 
worſe than a heathen. 

Now by making proviſion for your chil. 
dren, muſt be underſtood ſuch a proviſion, a 
may enable them, by the help of an honeſt in 
duſtry, to become good and uſeful men in th 
world: for what can be a more lamentabi 
conſideration to parents, than to reflect, thy 
by their idleneſs and extravagance, they han 
expoſed their helpleſs iſſue to miſery and con 
tempt, and to all the temptations of povery 
and want? But on the other hand, patent 
are by no means obliged to provide end 
leſly for their children, as many of them do! 
to heap up ſo much wealth, as may make 
needleſs for their children, to be either vir: 
tuous or induſtrious, in order to get a com 
fortable livelihood, is ſurely a dangerous pt 
viſion, and ſuch as never can be a duty 
And, certainly, much leſs are they obliged i 
provide ſuch fortunes for them, as mi 


tempt them to luxury and exceſs, to vant 
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and extravagance; becauſe that is providing, 
not for their ſupport, but for their ruin, both 
of body and ſoul “. . 
There is one thing I muſt recommend to 
parents, as a point of great importance, to 
their own, as well as to their childrens hap- 
pineſs; and that is, in regard to their ſettling 
them in the world, in marriage. Many un- 
happy marriages are laid to the charge of 
parents, and, I fear, with too much truth. 
A diſcreet parent thinks himſelf obliged to 
ſettle his child advantageouſly : but that is 
the point wherein they ſo often fail : for, by 
advantageouſly they generally underſtand, 
richly and honourably : whereas riches and 
high rank eaſily may, and often do, bring 
manymiſeries along with them. There ought 
to be a ſtrict examination of the heart, on 
ſuch occaſions, whether they can appeal to 
the All-ſeeing eye, for the integrity of their 
intentions ! and whether avarice or ambition 
may not be more the motives of their con- 


It is better to have a ſon taught (ſay the Chineſe 
philoſophers), than toleave him much gold. — T hey add, 
of all the pleaſures of this life, the greateſt is to read good 
books: of all neceſſary things, the moſt abſolutely fo, is 
to inſtruct children. See Navarett's account of China, 
in Churchill's Collect. Vol. I. p. 153. 
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duct, than a reaſonable proſpect of happingk 
to their iſſue: for if any degree of theſe mix 
with their intentions, 1t will taint them be. 
fore Gop: and naturally tends to the mu- 
tual miſery, both of the parent and of the 
A 
Many things ought to be carefully conſi- 
dered, before ſuch an union is compleated. 
And as perfect obedience is required of the 
children, parents ſhould be very cautious in 
their commands; and impoſe nothing upon 
them (particularly in relation to marriage), 
but with a proper regard to their true in- 
tereſt and happineſs :- which is not poffible 
to be attained in the conjugal ſtate, without 
true worth and virtue in the aſſociate; which 
are not always the attendants of wealth and 
honour. And even where theſe excellencis 
are attended with thoſe temporal advat- 
tages, the parents choice is to be urged with 
the utmoſt tenderneſs and indulgence : in- 
aſmuch as there may be latent, "and well 
grounded diſlikes, which (too often) chil- 
dren can neither conquer, nor explain. 
When this is done, then, whatever may 
happen from the parents miſapprehenſion 
of things, they will have a clear conſci- 
ENCE, 
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ence, and no room to reproach themſelves: 
nor can they juſtly be reproached. | 

There are ſome parents ſuch tyrants, that 
all the world muſt condemn them. I don't 
ſpeak to them; for I fear they are incorri- 
gible, and I hope their number is ſmall : but 
addreſs myſelf to thoſe, who appear more 
reaſonable : but although they act with leſs 
appearance of violence, may be as guilty : 
and by inſinuations and artful addreſs prevail 
over fearful and modeſt minds, and obtain 
a conſent, when they have not courage or 
aſſurance enough to reſiſt or contend on ſuch 
an occaſion, This has been the unhappy 
caſe of many a young woman : and is, in 
effect, as cruel a caſe as can be well ima- 
gined : inaſmuch as it frequently turns the 
humble and dutiful diſpoſition of children 
into their deſtruction. 

The laſt duty that parents owe their chil- 
dren, is, To pray to Gop for them: foraſ- 
much as without the aſſiſtance and protection 
of the Divine Providence, all your endea- 
vours for the well-being of your children, 
will be ineffectual, and all your counſels 
vain, You may inculcate the beſt precepts 
with the utmoſt care and diligence ; but you 
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will never do it to effect, without the af, 
ſiſtance of the Divine Grace: Paul mg 
plant, and Apollos water; but it is GOD 
who giveth the increaſe. You may take à 
much ' pains as you will, to eſtabliſh you 
family : but remember always, that eXcejt 
the Lord buildeth the houſe, their labaur 
is in vain that build it. Therefore you 
are to pray earneſtly, humbly, and incel. 
fantly to Almighty Gop; to that Gan wh 
giveth wiſdom to the ſimple, that he would 
inform the underſtandings, | and direct th 
hearts of your children in the ways of hi 
laws, and the works of his commandments: 
that he would remove far from them vanity 
and lyes : that he would make them a clean 
heart, and renew a right Spirit within 
them : that he would inſpire them with 
charity and mercy, with truth and juſtice, 
with humility and meekneſs, with honeſty, 
induſtry, and ſincerity in all their dealings; 
that your ſons may grow up as the young 
plants, ſtrong and upright, and fitted for 
the nobleſt works of the Architect: and, 
that your daughters may be as the poliſhed 
corners of the temple, at once both orna- 


ments and ſupports to the Church of Gop: 
that 
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that your children may grow up good Chri- 
ſtians, good Wives, good Huſbands, good 
Parents, good Friends: that after the example 
Jof their Bleſſed Lord and Redeemer, they 
may grow up in wiſdom, as in years, and 
in favour with God and man: that they 
may go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, uſeful 
citizens to their Country, ſubjects to their 
Sovereign, and ſervants to their GoD; guar- 
dians of religion and virtue of every kind 
to all around them; until they are gradually 
fitted and finiſhed into living temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt : the preſent pillars and orna- 
ments of the earth, and future inhabitants 
of heaven, 


Which Gop of his infinite mercy grant, 


through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus CHRISTr. 


SERMON 


Rx 06. xx, i: 


Honour thy father and thy mother, 


that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God groeth 


thee. 


LL the precepts of religion reſpect 
either our duty to God, to our Neigh- 
bour, or to Ourſelves : that is, the duties we 
owe to Gop, as creatures of his Goodneſs, 
and dependants upon his Providence; the 
duties we owe to Mankind in the ſeveral 
relations of life ; and the duties we owe to 
Ourſelves, in order to make us anſwer the 
ends of our being, and enable us to diſcharge 
the duties we owe to Gop and to one an- 
other : conſequently, the duties we owe to 
ourſelves, are but ſecondary and ſubſervient 
to thoſe : and therefore our Blefled Saviour, 
being aſked by the learned Phariſee, which 
was the great commandment in the law; he 


anſwered, 
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anſwered, Thu ſhalt love the Lord thy Gu 
with all thy heart, and with all thy fol 
and with all thy mind. —This is the fir 
and great commandment * and the ſecond | if 
like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy neighboy 
as thyſelf. Now the law of Gop conſ. 
ders mankind as members of one great com. 
munity ; and therefore every member of thy 
community is our Neighbour; that is, one ty 
whom we owe all the duties of a ſocial crez 
ture, all the offices of humanity. But, fer. 
aſmuch as the duties of this general tye were 
not ſufficient, to anſwer all the engagemept 
and ends of life; therefore it hath pleaſe 


| Gop, to ſuperadd to theſe, particular engage. 


ments and obligations, abſolutely neceſſary 
to the order and well-being of ſociety; Aid 
of theſe, the Duty of Children to Parents 
hath juſtly obtained the firſt place: becauſ: 


all our other duties to mankind begin and 


are founded here. It is from a right defe- 
rence to the authority and inſtitutions d 
parents, that we learn to become good men, 
good neighbours, good friends, and good 
ſubjects, as well as good ſons. ' In one word, 
it is here we ordinarily learn all the offices of 
a ſocial and rational creature, in our whole 

commerce 
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commerce with mankind: and therefore it 
is, that GoD in his great wiſdom, when he 
had preſcribed the duties relating to himſelf, 
in the decalogue, immediately ſubjoins that 
which reſpects our parents, H onour. thy fa- 
ther and mother, &c. 

And this is agreeable to the very order of 
nature : foraſmuch as parents are, next to 
God, the authors of our being. God indeed 
is properly our father, and earthly parents do 
but convey to us that being which Gop pro- 
duces : but the conſequence from this is, 
that although we owe more abſolute and 
unlimited obedience to Gop, the Fountain 


parents, as his ſubſtitutes upon earth. 

But foraſmuch as this duty is not founded 
barely upon our exiſtence, but is deduced 
with more force and greater evidence, from 
the advantages of early ſupport, and early 
inſtitution, derived to us by the care and 
affection of our parents; therefore all thoſe 
that are to us in the place of parents, and in 
that relation eminently contribute to our 
well-being, have the fulleſt and cleareſt claim 
to patergal honour. And ſuch are, among 
others, our teachers and ſpiritual paſtors : 


— 


* 
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of our exiſtence; yet we are to honour our 


from 


i 
| . 
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from your parents you derive your being, 
from theſe, your well-being. From Gop ya 
derive your immortal ſoul, with all its excel. 
Tent "251" from theſe you derive,” under 
God, all that cultivation and improvement 
in virtue and knowlege, which are the glen 
even of immortal ſpirits. 

In the next place, your governors are t 
you in the place of parents, becauſe they ar 
the fathers of their country ; and the well. 
being of the community hath the ſame de. 
pendance, upon their paternal care and vigi 
lance, that particular houſes have upon the 
prudence and affection of the maſters d 
families. And indeed all government, ast 
is originally derived from paternal authority, 
is in truth no otherwiſe to be conſidered, 
than as an enlargement of that authority: 
ſo that magiſtrates ſucceeding into the place 
and office of parents, are to be regarded as 
publick fathers, on whom the power of life 
and death, originally veſted in parents, i 
now devolved. And as this 1s agreeable to 
the Scripture- account of the origin of na- 
tions in general, Divines have obſerved, -that 
it ſeems to be more particularly evidenced 


in the common and ſucceſſive name of the 


king 
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kings of the Pbiliſtines, Abimelech;— 
which is a compound of two Hebrew words, 


Abi-Melech, my father the king ; plainly 


ſhewing, that the title of King X only an 


appellation of honour, originally given to 
the father of the family. 

Having thus ſhewn who they are towhom 
we are to pay honour and obedience, from 
the obligation of this precept, I proceed, in 
the next place, to explain the firſt branch of 
this duty enjoined in my text; namely, the 
Duty of Children to their Parents. 

Firſt then, We are to honour our natural 
parents, or thoſe whom the providence of 
Gop, or the conſtitution of our country, 
have ſubſtituted into their place. And this 
we are to do in the following inſtances : 
Firſt, In Reverence : Secondly, In Obedi- 
ence: and, Thirdly, In a grateful Retribu- 
tion of all the Benefits we have received from. 
them. 

Firſt, I ſay, We are to honour our parents 
by reverencing them. Now, Reverence is 
an awful love, mixed with a fear of offend- 
ing, which ariſes from reſpect and duty: 
not ſuch a flaviſh dread as drives from the 
preſence of thoſe in authority over us, but 

ſuch 
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ſuch a filial and affectionate awe, as fills u 
with veneration and eſteem, and will engag 
us to attend to the monitions, and conform i 


the conduct, of our parents; and, at the ſam 
time, to abſtain religiouſly from every thing 


that might give them the leaſt trouble af 


diſquiet. And this inward veneration is won 
to ſhew itſelf both in our words and whole 
demeanour. Firſt, in our Words F 
theſe, as they flow from a mind tenderly and 
dutifully affected, will naturally carry with 
them all the indications of veneration-and 
affection that ſounds can expreſs—and 
will, at the ſame time, be ſubmiſſive, and 
few. Reſpect is a natural reſtraint upon uz 
which, from fear of giving offence, ties u 
the tongue from uttering any impropriety a 
indecency to our parents, even when we an 
obliged toreaſon and remonſtrate againſt thei 
conduct. Such is that earneſt interceſſion 
of Jonathan to his father Saul, for the lik 
of David his friend his friend that wa: 
as his own ſoul. 1 Sam. ch. xix. Let mn 
the king fin againſt his ſervant, againſt Da- 
vid; becauſe he hath not ſinned again 
thee, and becauſe his works to thee-ward 
have been very good. Nay, we have an in- 

| ſtance 
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ſtance of an undutiful ſon in the Goſpel, who, 
although he did not obey the authority of 
his father, did not, however, dare to pro- 
feſs his diſobedience; but, on the contrary, 
gave him good words, and a dutiful appel- 
lation, ſaying, I go, Sir, altho he went not. 
And, certainly, the tribute of reſpectful 
language is the leaſt that can be paid to thoſe 
who have taught us to ſpeak: and therefore 
the rude returns of wicked children to their 
parents are ſo deteſtable in the fight of Gop, 
that he hath in his law denounced a pu- 
niſhment againſt this crime, equal to that of 
blaſphemy againſt himſelf, —He that curſeth 
bis father or his mother, ſhall ſurely be put 
to death, Exod, xxi. 17. And Prov. xx. 20. 
He that curſeth bis father or mother, his 
lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure darkneſs. 
Again, The inward veneration due to pa- 
rents is wont to ſhew itſelf in our whole 
demeanour.— The humility of the mind 
naturally expreſſes itſelf, as in modeſty of 


ſpeech, ſo likewiſe in lowlineſs and ſubmiſ- 


ſion of geſture: bowing the head, and bend- 
ing the knee, upon every proper occaſion. 
An extraordinary inſtance of this is to be 


found in the demeanour of Jeſeph to his 
L father, 
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father, Gen. xlviii. 12. High exalted as hy 
was in the court of the greateſt monarch 
upon earth, he thought it no leſſening 9 
bend before his aged father, and pay hin 
all the marks of ſubmiſſion and dutys 
nay, and he did this, at a time, when th 
text aſſures us, Jacob's eyes were dim, u 
could not fee; and conſequently, when þ 
could not be upbraided by his father for wa 
of due reſpect, and probably would not hay 
been blamed by any other mortal: for wh 
would have been fo vain as to cenſure th 
conduct of one who was at that moment i 
the higheſt reputation for wiſdom and pm 
dence of all mortals then alive? Or, if ther 
vanity could have carried them to cenfun 
his conduct, their fear of Pharaoh's firſt mi 
niſter would certainly have obliged then 
to keep their thoughts to themſelves. Ye 
under all theſe circumſtances of his father 
blindneſs, his own exalted ſtation, untivale 
wiſdom, and uncontrouled power, Fofepd 
affectionate and dutiful heart would nd 
ſuffer him to diſpenſe with the leaſt form d 
reſpect and veneration to his aged parent 
for we read, that when he brought his fon 


from between his knees, to preſent them Wow 
| hi 
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is father, he bowed himſelf with his face 
o the earth. —And ſurely there is not any 
ne circumſtance of his grandeur, that reflects 
uf ſo much luſtre upon his character, as 
his fingle inſtance of filial humiliation.— 
hen I conſider him upon his knees to Gop, 
regard him as a poor mortal, in the diſ- 
harge of duty to his Creator, of adorable 
majeſty and infinite height above him.— 
hen I behold him bowing down to Pha- 
ab, I conſider him in the dutiful poſtnre of 
ſubject to his Prince, to whom he was in- 
ebted for the higheſt exaltation and honour. 
But when I ſee him bending to the earth, 
gefore a poor, old, blind, decrepit father, 1 
dchold him with admiration and delight: 
ow doth that humiliation exalt him! A 
ather, to whom he was ſo far from being 
ndebted for a great fortune, or an honour- 
ble ſupport, that, on the contrary, his father 
vas obliged to him, as far as a father could be, 
pon both theſe accounts. He had no eſtate 
o ſettle, at leaſt none worth Joſeph's regard: 
or had his ſon any inheritance to hope for 
from him, but his bleſſing: and that he 
hought he ought not to receive but in the 
oweſt poſture of humiliation and reverence. 
L 2 —A 
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—A demeanour, Gop knows, very diſtant 
from the principles and practice of the pre. 
ſent age, who have no notion that any thing 
can be meant by a parent's bleſſing, but ſome 
mark of their bounty, or ſettlement of their 
fortune: and for this reaſon the beſt of pa. 
rents are regarded as little better than an 
incumbrance upon the ſon's eſtate, and a bar 
to his happineſs. And therefore it is no won- 
der, if they are treated with no more reſped 
than is abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure the in- 
heritance: I mean, ſo much of It, as the 
wiſdom of their anceſtors hath left un- 
ſettled : otherwiſe, it is much to be feared, 
that rudeneſs and neglect would (and in fat 
they do) for the moſt part, fill up the plac 

„ | 
And this want of duty to parents is the 
effect of another and much greater want, the 
want of good principles, the want of A right 
ſenſe of religion, and knowlege of tht 
* Scriptures: for ſurely, if men were acquainted 
with the terrors of the Lord denouncel 
againſt undutiful children, they could newt 
allow themſelves in the leaſt inſtance d 
diſobedience or diſreſpect to their parents 
The eye that mocketh at his father, fait 
4 Sal- 
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Solomon, and deſpiſeth to obey his mother, 
the ravens of the valley ſhall pick it out, 
and the young eagles ſhall eat it, And as 
this is often literally true in the calamitous 
end of abandoned children, whoſe carcaſes 
are, in the field of battle, whither their diſ- 
obedience carried them, expoſed to ravens, 
and vulturs, and other birds of prey: or elſe 
upon gallows and gibbets, to which their 
villainies have brought them: villainies com- 
mitted in contempt of the monitions and 
exhortations of their parents ! the ſame fad 
fate is alſo frequently fulfilled upon unduti- 
ful children, in a metaphorical ſenſe, in the 
deplorable ruin, and actual loſs of eyes, 
brought upon ſuch wretches by other rooks 
and vermin : by creatures of much greater 
prey, and ſurer deſtruction, than the ravens of 
thevalley and theyoung eagles put together. 


[ have often admired it, as a glorious in- 
ſtance of diſcipline in the Fewiſh common- 
wealth, that an undutiful child was to be 
ſtoned to death by the people: that fo every 
one ſhould be obliged to puniſh a crime, 
which every one was obliged to abhor, But 
then it muſt be obſerved, that the parents 
had no right to bring the child before the 

L 3 magi- 
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magiſtrate, in order to this public condemn, 
ation, before they had firſt privately cha. 
ſtiſed him : for that was the letter of the 
law, Deut. xxi. 18. Fa man have a flubi 
born and rebellious ſon, which will not oby 
the voice of his father, or the voice of hi 
mother; and when they have chaſtenel 
him, will not hearken unto them; then i 
was that he was to be brought before the 
magiſtrate, accuſed, condemned, and ſtoned 
to death: ſo that private chaſtiſement v 
always to go before that public, that infa 
mous, that dreadful execution. 

This, my brethren, was the appointment 
and law of Gop, to his own people the Jews; 
and was, without queſtion, the wiſeſt inſti 
tution that ever obtained in any nation: & 
it is the nobleſt monument of that wiſdom, 
and virtue, by which the Chineſe think them- 
ſelves diſtinguiſhed above the reſt of the 
world, at this day! the mighty veneration 
to parents injoined by their laws, and tht 
ſevere and exemplary puniſhment of unduts- 
fulneſs and diſobedience. In China, if 1 
father charges his ſon with any crime before 
a magiſtrate, there needs no other proof: he 
immediately condemned, If a fon ſhould 
preſume 
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preſume to mock a parent, or lay violent 


n. 

a. bands upon him, the whole country 1s 
be alarmed, and the judgment reſerved for the 
6 WW Emperor himſelf: the magiſtrates of the 
place are turned out; and all the neighbour- 


hood threatened, as having given counte- 
nance to ſo infernal a temper; which muſt be 
ſuppoſed to have diſcovered itſelf upon other 
occaſions : it is impoſſible, they think, it 
ſhould have arrived to ſuch a degree of vil- 
lainy at once.—The criminal, in theſe caſes, 
is ſentenced to be cut into ten thouſand 
pieces, and afterwards burnt ! his houſes and 
lands deſtroyed, and even the houſes that 
ſtood near him; to remain as monuments 
of ſo deteſted a crime: or rather, that all 
remembrance of ſo abominable a villainy 
ſhould be effaced from the earth. Nor are 
even their Emperors, in all their height of 
power, exempted from the ſtricteſt diſcharge 
of duty and piety to their parents. 

But, further—As we muſt honour our 
parents with all the marks of outward reve- 
rence ; ſo likewiſe with all the real effects of 
lincere obedience Children, faith the apo- 
ſtle, Coloff. iii. 20. obey your parents in all 
things; for this is well pleaſing unto the 
L 4 Lord. 
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Lord. And as this is founded in the lay 
of Gop, it is alſo enjoined by the dictates of 
reaſon : foraſmuch as parents are our natur 
ſuperiors; and becauſe they are better 
judges and directors of your conduct, from 
the advantage of more years and experience 
than you can poflibly be for yourſelves. And 
althoughyou ſhould in time, from the benefi 
of a happier genius, or a better education, 
arrive to greater clearneſs of judgment and 
- ſtrength of reaſon than your parents; yet ſtill 
as long as you continue a part of their fa 
mily, you are to pay them that obedience 
that is due to them as maſters of their own 
houſhold : and therefore are never to ſwerve 
from their commands, unleſs they ſhould en- 
Join ſomething contrary to the commands 
of G op: in that caſe (and in that alone) your 
diſobedience muſt be excuſed from the prior 
obligation you owe to your Creator, whole 
commands no mortal can controul or di- 
penſe with; and even in this caſe, after you 
have made all the modeſt and dutiful remon- 
ſtrances in your power, you are to obey 
paſſively ; that is, you are patiently to ſub- 
mit to ſuch chaſtiſement as they ſhall think 
fit to inflict for your diſobedience. For altho 

they 
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they ſhould chaſten you after their own plea- 
ſure, as the apoſtle intimates in the xiith ch. 
to the Hebr. yet are you to give them reve- 
rence, And, ſurely you ought, in common 
oratitude as well as juſtice, to bear with their 
infirmities, who have ſo often and fo long 
borne with yours. 

But there is one inſtance, wherein obe- 
dience to parents is of more importance to 
children, than any other in life; and yet 
where they too often fail to pay it; and that 
is in the article of Marriage: for, as long as 
children continue a part of their parents fa- 
mily (which muſt be till they think fit to 
diſpoſe otherwiſe of them) they are abſo- 
lutely in their parents power, and have no 
more right to diſpoſe of themſelves, than 
they have to diſpoſe of the parents fortune, 
or inheritance, or any of their goods :- and 
therefore we find the parental authority of ſo 
great extent in the law of Moſes, that the 
daughter who made a vow unknown to her 
father, was not allowed to ratify it with- 
out his conſent ; as you may read, Num. 
XXX, 

But the inſtitutions of the antient Ro- 
mans carried this point a great deal higher, 
and 
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and made children dependent upon - thy 
parental authority during their whole lives 
nor could the higheſt honours or authoriy 
in the commonwealth exempt them fron 
it. A father, in Rome, could call down hi 
ſon from the Ro/{rum, in the midſt of hi 
harangue to the people, to puniſh him far 
any miſdemeanour : he could command hin 
in the ſame 'manner from the Senate, 
from the head of his Legions. Nor did the 
People, the Fathers, or the Army, dare ty 
interpoſe in his defence: they conſidered the 
duty to parents as a prior obligation, which 
nothing ſubſequent could cancel. And 
doubtleſs this was one reaſon why the R. 
man marriages continued ſo long ſacred and 
undiſturbed ; becauſe they were never made, 
but with advice and deliberation of their 
parents. And indeed, the contrary conduct 
is an inſtance of diſobedience, that com- 
monly carries its own puniſhment with it: 
and it is to be hoped, there are few children 
to whoſe final account this fin will be placed, 
becauſe I am perſuaded there are few that 
have been guilty of it, who have not had 
reaſon to repent very ſincerely of it, to the 
laſt day of their lives. And the reaſon of 

this 
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nis is evident :— The perſons that take the 
yes of young people molt, are ſuch as are 
:illed in the courtly forms and faſhions of 
world; ſuch as have laid themſelves out 
o dreſs and dance, and acquire ſuch ſuper- 
ficial and ſhewy accompliſhments, as are too 
often at the greateſt diſtance in the world 
from modeſty, and good-nature, and good 
ſenſe; and above all, from ſolid principles 
of true Religion and Virtue, which are the 
true foundations of all conjugal accompliſh- 
ments. 

Prudent parents well know, that the true 
conjugal attractions ariſe, not from outward 
ornament, but inward excellence. This is 
a law eſtabliſhed in morality; and is in exact 
analogy to that great law eſtabliſhed in na- 
ture; which teaches us, that the attractions 
of bodies are not in proportion to their 
ſurface, but their ſolid contents. Prudent 
parents well know, that ſuch accompliſh- 
ments as either ariſe from, or tend to eſtabliſh 
true worth, can alone render any pair happy 
In an union that muſt laſt for life. This, I 
ſay, all prudent parents very well know; 
and therefore are beſt fitted to make a right 
choice for their children; but ſtill with this 

caution, 
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caution, that they do not offer violence 9 
their inclinations, by forcing them to mam 
againſt their will. For the reſt, it were in. 
finitely better, that perverſe children ſhoulf 
actually die in the diſappointment of ther 
inclinations, than that they ſhould make 
both themſelves, and their parents, for eye 
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miſerable, by an unfortunate and undutify ] 
marriage. | 
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SERMON 
Ex OD. XX. 12. 


Honour thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. 


N a former diſcourſe upon theſewords, I 
ſhewed you, that this duty of honouring 
our parents was of great extent: that it 
comprehended, firſt, The duty we owe to our 
kings and governors, who are the common 
fathers of their country. Secondly, The 
duty we owe to our ſpiritual paſtors and 
teachers, who have diſcharged the beſt offices 
of parents towards us, in teaching us true 
principles of religion and virtue: and, thirdly, 
The duty you owe to your natural parents, 

and all thoſe whom the Providence of Gop 
hath placed in their ſtead; which _— of 


three parts, 


IX. 


Firſt, 
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_ Firſt, Reverence ; ſecondly, Obedience] 
and, thirdly, A grateful Retribution of the 
Benefits that we have received from them, 
"Under the firſt head, I ſhewed you, the 
the duty of Reverence to your Parents dif. 
covered itſelf both in words and actions; in 
modeſt and reſpectful language to your px 
rents, and a dutiful ſubmiſſive demeanour to 
wards them. A remarkable inſtance d 
which I thewed you, in the behaviour 
Foſeph, to a poor, old, blind, decrepit fs 
ther, when he himſelf was in the higheſt 
point of glory and witdom, Ger. xlviis, 7 
Under the fecond head, of Obedience di 
to Parents, I ſhewed you the great ſtreſs tha 
Gob Almighty hath laid upon this duty; 
how ſtrictly it was injoined in the Holy 
Scriptures; the bleſſings promiſed to it, and 
the curſes and ſignal judgments of Gon de- 
nounced againſt the tranſgreſſion of it in 
the law of Mo/es; which placed the crime o 
diſobedience to parents upon the ſame foot 
with that of blaſphemy againſt Gop! that 
the ſtubborn and undutiful child was to be 

ſtoned to death, like the blaſphemer. 
I ſhewed you alſo, that this duty to parent 


was in the higheſt veneration among the 
wiſer 


iſer heathens; the antient Nomans, in their 
eſt days of virtue; and the preſent Chineſe, 
ith whom undutifulneſs to parents under- 
goes, at this day, the moſt — puniſh- 
ents that can be imagined. 

come now to the third wing 0 
hich was to ſhew you, That you muſt ho- 
our your parents, as by reverence and obe- 
lience, ſo likewiſe by a thankful and grate- 
ful return, of all the bleſſings and benefits 
onferred upon you by them; as far as you 
are able, and they are in need—And this 

e apoſtle exprefly injoins- in the vth ch. 
iſt ep. to Tim. 4 ver. I any widows have 
children or nephews, let them learn firſt to 
ſhew prety at heme, and to requite their pa- 
rents—The apoſtle mentions the children 
of widows in particular ; becauſe widowhood 
is the condition in life moſt ſubje& to want 
and diſtreſs; and where children, taking the 
advantage of the weakneſs of a helpleſs mo- 
ther, are moſt apt to be rebellious and undu- 
tiful: the purpoſe of the apoſtle, in this pre- 
cept, being to imply, from this particular 
Inſtance, the duty of obedience, and ſupport, 
and retribution, due fromchildren to parents, 
whenever the ill ſtate of their affairs requires 
it ; 
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it; and even when they are leaſt in a c 
dition to exact their gratitude, or puniſh the 
diſobedience—A remarkable inſtance of thi 
piety and reverence due to parents is in th 
behaviour of Solomon to his mother Bat! 
ſheba, 1 Kings ii. 19. when ſhe came 
ſolicit him in favour of Adonijab; for th 
text tells us, that the King roſe up to n. 
ber, and bowed himſelf unto her, and | 
doum on the throne, and cauſed a ſeat toh 
ſet for the King's Mother ; and ſhe ſat an i 
right-hand. This he did to a widow m 
ther, himſelf. a King, the wiſeſt of all may 
kind, and then the mightieſt Monarch d 
the whole world. He knew the duties d 
life roſe with its grandeur, and gave ney 
luſtre to it: his inlarged and generous foul 
could not bear to have his piety leſs exalted 
than his power.—And, it is well known, 
that there are, at this day, Princes in ths 
world, whoſe veneration for their parents 
will not ſuffer them ſo much as to fit down 
in their preſence ® And, Gop knows 
the pious returns due from children to pa- 
rents are at once the ſtrongeſt dictates df 


* See Ambaſſadors Travels, p. 139. 
gratitude 


ger. 0. to their Parents. 161 


gratitude and juſtice, and are but a poor re- 
tribution for all the care and expence of edu- 
cation, for all the anxious hours, and ſleep- 
leſs nights, that have been paſſed in ſolicitude 
for our welfare, and in diſtreſs for our ill 
health, and ill conduct. And will you requite 


all this affection with ingratitude and neg- 
ec? Will you let them ſuffer under any ne- 
c(eſſity which you can relieve, who ſupported 
vou for ſo many years of helpleſs want? Will 
vou deſpiſe their perſons, of whom yourſelves 


are a part? Surely, if the ingenuity of na- 
ture, and the principles of reaſon and virtue, 
are not quite extinguiſhed in you, the love 
and ſolicitude your parents have long felt for 
you, will exact ample returns from you: if 
not in equal meaſure (which perhaps is not 
poſſible), yet in the fulleſt, the ampleſt, the 


moſt acceptable, that it is in your power to 
make, 


The courſe and compaſs of God's Provi- 
dence, and his methods of eſtabliſhing and 
evidencing the meaſures of reci procal duty, 
5n0-where more remarkable than in the mu- 
tual obligations between parents and their 
gp (I fay, the courſe of God's Provi- 

ence is no-where more remarkable, than 


M 1 
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in the meaſures of duty and obligation eſt 
bliſhed between parents and their children); 
the child comes into the world naked an 
helpleſs, and, from himſelf, more deſtitu 
of the natural means of ſecurity and ſupport 
than almoſt any of the inferior ereatum i 
In this exigency, the parental care and teꝶ 
derneſs ſteps in to his relief; ſupplies all hi 
neceſſities, and relieves all his wants; ben 
with all his untowardly diſpoſitions, at u 
age when he is neither capable of being on 
rected, or convinced; and not only provide 
the propereſt food for him, when he is i 
capable of providing any for himſelf, by 
likewiſe adminiſters it, when he is incapal 
of feeding himſelf ; bears with all degrets 
his folly and impertinence ; liſtens to all ti 
trifling and idle inquiries, not only wit 
patience, but with pleaſure ; till they grad 
ally conduct him to health, and ſtrength, a 
knowlege: but the child is not long arrivedt 
this perfection of his nature, before his parei 
begin to fall gradually into the ſame ini 
mities, thro' which they but lately conduddl 
and ſupported their children; and to 10 
the ſame affiſtance which they lately len 
And, firſt, They begin to grow fickly ; Wl 

4 . 
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then they call for the aid of that health which 
they cultivated and took care of in their 
hildren. The loſs of chearfulneſs and good 
humour commonly ſucceeds the loſs of 
ealth ; the old parents are uneaſy, and fret 
at all about them : and now is the time for 
hildren to return all that tenderneſs and pa- 
ence to their parents peeviſhneſs, without 
ourneſs or reproof, which their parents had 
ong lent them in-all their childiſh perverſe- 
eſs; at an age when they were not capable 
ff being corrected. In the next place, the 
ld parents grow troubleſomely talkative and 
as youth is too apt to think) impertinent 
nd dwell eternally upon the obſervations and 
dventures of their times, and earlier years. 
Remember, you alſo had your time of being 
alkative and impertinent, and your parents 
ore with you; but, with this difference; 
ou aſked them filly and trifling queſtions, 
d they now tell you wiſe and uſeful ob- 
vations. But they are troubleſome, be- 
uſe they tell them too often. The an- 
wer to this is very obvious: if your parents 
Tre with your folly, you may well bear 
heir wiſdom : and although, perhaps, they 
alk more than is neceſſary to inform you of 

M 2 preſent 
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preſent things, yet their converſation turm 


moſtly upon things paſt, perhaps paſt many 
years before you came into the world, and 
conſequently, ſuch as they muſt know 1 
thouſand times better than you ; or, though 
they ſhould talk more than is neceffary u 
inform you, they do not talk more thanj 


neceſſary to inform your ſervants, or your 


children, who are now come to an age of 
aſking many queſtions; and, therefore, Proyj 
dence hath well appointed, that their grand 
father or grandmother are now in an humou 
to anſwer them all, and to ſupply them wit 
a ſtore of uſeful obſervations, which the 
want; nay, which they want to hear on 
and over again; which they want to havein- 
culcated a thouſand times; and which, with- 
out this aſſiſtance, would require a courſed 
years to acquire for themſelves — 80 thi 
this humour of talkativeneſs, which is com 
monly thought ſo troubleſome in old peopł 
hath its uſe, and is moſt excellently appointe 
by Almighty Gop. But, ſay it were not 
the children, in bearing with it, do bit 
barely return their parents Wan on loo 
ſince owed them. 
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In the next place, the ſtrength of the old 
parents fails them, and they cannot walk 
without a ſupport : but, ſure, you will not 
let them want one! How many years did 
they bear you in their arms! How many 
more did they lead you where you would be, 
and faved you from falling, and from danger! 
And will you now ſuffer thoſe old limbs to 
totter and fall to the earth, which fo often 
ſupported and ſaved yours, when they were 
weak and tender, and unable to ſupport and 
fave themſelves ? Certainly you will not : 
you cannot at once be guilty of ſo much 
cruelty and ingratitude.— In the laſt place, 
the underſtandings of the old parents begin 
to fail, and the ſtrength of their minds doth 
not long outlive the ſtrength of their bodies; 
but decays gradually, till they become again 
children; their teeth fall, and their tongues 
fail, and they are once more infants ; and are 
now confined to their beds, as they were at 
firſt to their cradles. This is the laſt ſtage 
of life, and here they demand all that care, 
and compaſſion, and tenderneſs, at your 
hands, when they are juſt going out of the 
world, which you called for at theirs, when | 
you firſt came into it. 
| in Thus 
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_ Thus is the courſe of nature fulfilled, and 
the circle of Gop's Providence completed, 
And what child, that had the leaſt remain 
of gratitude or 2oodnefs, would not be de. 
lighted to pay off this great debt of natur 
to purſue this round of filial duty, in a col. 
ientious diſcharge of all the good officy 
they owe their aged parents? Nay, whit 
child, that had any goodneſs, would ng 
regard this retribution as his greateſt hohoy 
and happineſs? What child, that had a 
goodneſs, would wiſh to live longer in thi 
world, than whilſt Gop inclined his hen 
to this delightful and glorious branch'of hi 
duty? For, ſurely, it is in this reſpect, mot 
than in any other whatſoever, that Solomon 
obſervation is verified, when he tells u; 
that fathers are the glory of their lik 
Aren. 

And here we ſee, in part, the reaſon of the 
reward of long life promiſed in the text i 
dutiful children: for, as nothing ſo natural 
ſhortens the lives of parents, as the miſery and 
diſtreſs brought upon them by the diſobe 
dience and impiety of their children and, 
on the other hand, nothing ſo greatly con: 


tributes to the peace and happineſs of * 
an 
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and, of conſequence, to their health and 
life, as the obedience and piety of their iſſue; 
nothing can be a more ſuitable reward: of 
that piety, than length of life: and ſurely 
the bleſſing of long life, annexed to the 
duty of honouring the father and the mother, 
is no-where ſo complete, is no-where ſo 
perfect a bleſſing, as when the child hath the 
happineſs to pay off the great debt of grati- 
tude to his aged parents, to return ſome part 
of what he owes to them, for ſupport and 
correction, for affection and tenderneſs, for 
example and inſtruction! and, in one word, 
for all the bleſſings of a religious and vir- 
tuous education. A debt for ever to be paid, 
and never to be diſcharged! and, therefore, 
Homer, in his uſual ſtrength of juſt and fine 
thinking, mentions it as a calamitous Cir- 
cumſtance in the death of a young hero, 
that he was cut off in his bloom, before he 
had made any retribution to his parents for 
his education and ſupport — edi Taxeugt 
bew @iAos amid WH. 

Nay, although a parent were faulty, and 
failed in any or all theſe inſtances, yet till 
humanity calls upon us to compaſſionate 
their infirmities; and generoſity ſhould 
M 4 prompt 
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prompt us to upbraid them with our good. 
neſs, and to pay where we did not owe.— 
There is an inſtance of heathen piety in thi 
point, that Chriſtians ſhould ' bluſh at — 
T. Manlius was ill treated, and turned out of 
doors, by a ſevere father, who was ſoon 
after called to an account by the Tribune for 
this, and ſome other part of his conduct. A 
day was appointed for his tryal, and ever 
one concluded his life was loſt. The fa 
heard of his danger, and, without ſaying 
word to any mortal, went ſecretly to the 
Tribune, and inquired about it. The Tri. 
bune anſwered, That what he had heard wa 


truth; and that a principal part of the accu- 


ſation againſt him, was the cruel treatment 
he, his ſon, had received from him. —Upan 
this, Manlius puts a dagger to the Tribune's 
breaſt, and vowed immediate death to him, 


if he did not that moment drop the proſe- 


cution.— The Tribune, in terror of his 
life, ſolemnly ſwore he would, and, did 
accordingly ; and the next day reported the 


whole truth to the aſſembly; and the father 


was acquitted for the generoſity of the ſon, 
How few ſons are there now in the world, 


/ who would make as generous a return to the 


tender» 
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tenderneſs and fondneſs of their fathers, as 
this ſon did to the cruelty of his! ] 
There is alſo a remarkable inſtance of filial 
piety in the hiſtory of China. In the reign 
of the emperor Juen Ti, a Mandarin was 
condemned to death ; and was guilty enough 
to deſerve it. He had the good fortune to 
have a daughter affectionate and dutiful to 
him, beyond the ordinary meaſures of filial | 
piety ; who addreſſed the emperor in his 
behalf, preſenting a memorial to him, where- 
in ſhe offered herſelf a ſlave for life, to ſave 
the life of her father. The emperor, ſtruck 
with ſo extraordinary an inſtance of piety, 
pardoned the father, and left his daughter in 
her freedom (Churcbill's collect. vol. 1. p. 
164.). And this was the more remarkable, 
inaſmuch as daughters are little regarded by 
the Chineſe, and often expoſed. 

There is one inſtance of filial obedience 
in the Scriptures, and of the great regard 
which Gop hath to it, both of a very extra- 
ordinary nature. Jonadab, the fon of Re- 
chab, had laid his commands upon his ſons, 
that neither they, nor their deſcendents, 
ſhould drink wine, or build houſes, or till 
the earth for ever: but that they ſhould lead a 


paſtoral 
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life, and dwell in tents. —Th; 
command of their father, both they and the; 
children ſo religiouſly obeyed, for many g. 
nerations, that, in the days of Jeboialin 
the fon of Fo/iah, they gave a public proc 
of their piety to their parent in the temple 
and in the preſence of the prophet, as you 
may read in the xxxvth chapter of the pro- 
phecy of the prophet Feremiab, the iſt and 
the following verſes. And although theſe 
commands of their father Imad had no 
ſtrict claim to their obedience, either from 
the law of nature, or the law of Gop, but 
might well enough be diſpenſed with con- 
ſiſtently with both; yet Gop (to ſhew the 
regard he hath for piety to parents) was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to reward their obedience 
in a very extraordinary manner; as you may 
read in the forecited chapter, at the 18 and 
19 verſes. And Feremah ſaid unto the hiuſe 
of the Rechabites, Thus ſaith the Lord of 
boſts, the God of Iſrael; Becauſe you have 


obeyed the voice of Fonadab your father, - 


and kept all his precepts, and done according 
to all that he hath commanded you; thert- 
fore thus faith the Lord of hoſts, the God 
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W Us Iſrael — Fonedab, the ſon of Rechab, 
/ not 0ant à4 man to Rand before me for 
e- r TEES. 


ever. | 
7 And thus I have gone through the ſeveral 
«WY parts of the child's duty to his parents, and 
„bare ſhewn you the great regard that Al- 
U 
— 
I 
: 
| 


mighty Gop beareth to filial piety — I 
have ſhewn, that you are to honour your 
parents in words and actions, with expreſſions 
of reſpect and reverence, and with a modeſt 
and ſubmiſſive behaviour, with a dutiful 
obedience to all their lawful commands, and 
a grateful retribution of all the bleſſings 
and benefits you have received from them : 
remember the . bleſſing of long life pro- 
miſed by Gop to your obedience, and aſſure 
yourſelves, that bleſſing, well uſed, will 
end in the bleſſing of life everlaſting. On 
the other hand, remember the dreadful im- 
precations pronounced upon neglect, and 
impiety, and diſobedience to parents — 
Remember whoſe eye it is that the ravens of 
the valley ſhall eat, and whoſe light it is that 
ſhall be put out in obſcure darkneſs—in 
obſcure darkneſs in this world, and eternal 
darkneſs in the next; even his, that curſetb 

g | his 
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his father, or his mother; and his, thy 
mocketh at bis father, and deſpiſeth to cb) 
his mother. Nor are theſe curſes due only 
to him that inſults and abuſes his parent 
but alſo to him that ſlights and neglects them, 
for ſo we read, Deut. xxvii. 16. Curſed is 
that ſetteth light by his father or his mother 
And all the people ſball ſay, Amen. But 
if all this cannot move you, if you have n 
compaſſion for your own immortal ſouls 
have ſome pity upon your afflicted and aged 
parents [ I * ſpeak this to an audience 
which I hope is, Iam ſure ought to be, mor 
ſenſible in this point, than any other of 1 
different condition in the whole world |, 
My own experience in this place] hath 
fully informed me, of the infinite, the un- 
ſpeakable concern of parents, for the well. 
being of their children, and their much 
more unſpeakable ſorrow and affliction for 
their miſcarriage. I have ſeen ſuch joy riſing 
in the eyes of a happy parent, upon the re- 
ceiving a glad account of his ſon's conduct, 
as hath infuſed new tranſport into my own 


* When preached in the College. 


heart; 
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heart; and, on the other hand, I have ſeen 
ſuch diſtracted looks, ſuch fixed diſtreſs, ſuch 


nh tcars of anguiſh, from the eyes of unhappy 
it; parents, as have pierced my heart.—If your 
parents grief make this impreſſion upon the 
4 


breaſts of ſtrangers, can you be inſenſible of 
it? Is there in nature a greater inſtance of 
cruelty, than to give calamity and affliction, 
where we owe joy and tranſport, and where 
we could pay it with double happineſs to 
ourſelves ? Was ever any inſtance of bar- 
barity deviſed, like that of making thoſe 
inexpreſſibly miſerable, who have made it 
the buſineſs of their lives to make us eter- 
nally happy ? Murder is, in every inſtance, 
and under the mot alleviating circumſtances 
of paſſion and provocation, a moſt heinous 
and deteſtable fin : but, ſurely, the bringing 
down a parent's grey hairs with ſorrow to 
the grave, is murder in its dreadfulleſt ſhape! 
I have often pitied the condition of execu- 
tioners, who were forced, from the miſery 
of their circumſtances, to inflict the neceſ- 
fary ſeverities of the law upon the baſeſt of 
mankind. —I ſhould die to think of pu- 
niſhing my own parent, although he were 
2 
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a malefactor; but to puniſh an innocent and 
a good man, to puniſh an innocent and; 
good woman, my tender parent, and a 
beſt friend; and that too with ſuch anguifh 
as is not in the power of tyranny ——( 
Gop! deliver all that fear Thee from f 
exquiſite a calamity ! *' 

If any of you, that hear me, * 
guilty of this ſin, make haſte to repent of 
it; for, ſurely, judgment is gone out againſ 
it; and nothing leſs than a thorough repent. 
ance, the repentance of your whole lives 
can arreſt the vengeance due to it. If any 
of you are in a courſe of vice or idleneſ, 
or in any purpoſe of diſobedience or dil. 
pleaſure to your parents, let this fingle 
conſideration ſtop you ſhort — Will you 
indulge your own idle purpoſes, or vicious 
pleaſures, or obſtinate perverſeneſs, at the 
expence of your parents happineſs ? Will 
you live idle and wanton, to make them 
labour under affliction and ſorrow all their 
days? Will you add murder to iniquity? 
If vice were attended with no other 
evil; if neither poverty, nor diſeaſe, nor 
infamy, waited upon it; if there were no 

ſuch 
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ſuch thing as a heaven or hell hereafter ; 
if neither death nor damnation purſued it ; 
the fingle conſideration of miſery to your 
diſtreſſed, afflicted parents, ſhould make 
you dread it in every inſtance, and ſhun it 
in every ſhape. Which that we may all 
do, &c. 


SERMON 
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Eves. vi. 5, 6, 7, 8. 


Servants, be abedient to. them that are your 
maſters according to the fleſh, with fear 
and trembling, in Jnglenes of your . 
as unto Chriſt: | 

Net wwith eye: ſervice, as u ers z but 
as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing the will 
of God from the beart; 8 

With good. will doing ſervice as to _ Lord, 
and not to men: | 

Knrwing, that whatſoever good thing any 
man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of 
the Lord, whether be ve bond' or Jo: 


Ervitude ſeems to have been originally 
founded in the natural inequality in the 
abilities of men: for, as ſome men, from the 
advantage of greater prudence and more ex- 
tenſive knowlege, are fitted to direct and 
preſide in the conduct of affairs; ſo others, 
for want of thoſe advantages, and through 
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a natural incapacity of providing and direc 
ing, were obliged to ſubmit themſelves an 
their concerns ta the guidance and diſcrttia 
of other men. And as this difference of abj 
lities occaſioned as great a difference in the 
poſſeſſions of men, upon the eſtabliſhment 
of property in the world, from henes ah 
aroſe another reaſon of ſervitude ; foraſmiuck 
as ſome men being intirely deſtitute of p. 
perty, or at leaſt ſuch a portion of it aN 
ſufficient for their ſupport, were forced tol 
themſelves out tohire, and give their labayri 
exchange for the neceſſuries of life. And a 
theſe compacts were originally eſtabliſhed i 
life (or atleaſt too quickly became ſo) wit 
a power of arbitrary correction and chaſtik 
ments in the maſter, even to maĩmin 7 

death; the inſolence and cruelty. « 
human maſters, made the conditi ton 4 
ſervants a ſtate of unſpeakable miſery i 
many generations: and the natural cn 
quence from ſuch ill treatment and inhv 
manity in the maſters, was idleneſs, 1 
neglect on the ſide of the ſervants; and u 
utter diſregard of their maſter's. interel, 
whenever it was conſiſtent with their om 
ſafety; together with ſecret reſolutions d 
revenge 


ger. 10. to their Maſters. 179 
revenge, upon the firſt opportunity. And 
hence it is; that in all the antient comedies, * 
which are the-trueſt repreſentations of life, 


N the bufineſs of the ſlave is, always to corrupt 
te the ſon, and defraud the maſter: that is, to 
en WW a0jure him in his two neareſt concerns; not 
16 without violence to his perſon, whenever 
be can find any pretence for a diſguiſe to 
ro WF cxecute his vengeance with impunity, ' 

_ In this condition Chriſtianity found the 
|; world : and as it is the buſineſs of that ex- 


cellent inſtitution, to correct the errors of 
mankind; and improve their manners; to 
baniſh violence and villainy, and introduce 
peace and” good-wilt in their ſtead; the 
world hath been gradually Lumanized and 
improved by it, as in every other inſtance, 
ſo likewiſe in this of dominion and ſervi- 
tude. That excellent Religion, which 

teaches us, that Humility, and Mercy, and 
Love, are the diſtinguiſhing badges of our 
riſtian profeſſion; could not fail to teach 
us the duty of treating our fellow-crea- 


tures with gentleneſs and humanity : and 
ref, Wn pire us with an utter abhorrence of that 
on oclty to our Chriſtian brethren, ' which 


would ill become us to the beaſts that pe- 
N 2 riſh: 
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'riſh : nay, and would be criminal even then 
And qhence it came to paſs, that the laws d 

perpetual ſervitude, and the power of lit 

and limbs, were gradually relaxed and taken 

away; and mankind reſtored to their natin 

and original freedom, and ſocial rights. Au 
altho' many of them cannot yet ſubſiſt ou 
of a ſtate of ſervitude, yet are they unde 
no neceſſity of continuing in it, for 2 
longer term than they themſelves have cos. 
ſented to: ſo that, if they cannot liven 
abſolute freedom, they have at leaſt, u 
is next to it; for to have it in our power u 
change our maſters after a determined tim 
and ceaſe to ſerve whenever the condition o 
our affairs will allow us, is in the next depre 
to full liberty. In the mean time, the lis 
and limbs of ſervants are as well ſecuted i 
them, at leaſt in this part of the world; 
their maſters to them: and to deprive then 
of either, is, in the eye of the law, equally 
criminal. But then, on the other hand, tht 
maſters ſhould. not be put in a worfe-conds 
tion, by the diminution of their powers an 
prerogatives over their ſervants, the Chriſtud 
religion hath now bound all. that duty an 
fidelity upon the conſciences of * 
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which before were only the effects of re- 
ſtraint and fear. Hence it is, that St. Paul, 

in the words of my text, injoins ſervants to 
pay all kind of obſervance to their maſters, 

from the motives of a good conſcience, and 
a ſenſe of duty towards Gop; aſſuring them, 
that an honeſt diſcharge of their duty in this 
point, is highly acceptable in the ſight of 
Gop, and will have its reward. Servants, 
be obedient to them that are your maſters 
according to the fleſh, with fear and trem- 
bling, in fingleneſs of your heart, as unto 
Chriſt : 


Not with eye-ſervice, as men-pleaſers ; 
but as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing the will 
of God from the heart : 

With good-will doing ſervice, as to the 
Lord, and not to men: | 

Knowing, that whatſoever good thing any 
man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or free. 

Now, the buſineſs of thisdiſcourſe ſhall be, 
from theſe words of the apoſtle, to explain 
and enforce the Duty of Servants in all its 
parts; which I ſhall endeavour to do, in the 
proof and enforcement of the following pro- 
politions, 


N 3 Furſt, 
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- Firſt, Servants are to _ their Maſters; 
And, ' 

Secondly, They are to be faithful t to 

hen. 

- Firſt, I fay, They are to obey their WP 
And this neceſſarily ariſes from the naturg 
of ſervitude ; for the very condition of thi 
compact is, that one man ſhall ſubmit l 
will and actions to the diſcretion and dire. 
tion of another: and therefore a ſervant i; 
ſuppoſed to have no will of his own, where 
his maſter is concerned; but to ſubmit him- 
ſelf intirely to the will of his maſter, and 
to obey all his lawful commands, | 

By lawful commands are meant all ſuch a 
are not contrary to the laws of Gob, or the 
community: and the reaſon of this is &vi- 
dent; becauſe all mankind are under prior 
obligations to Gop and ſociety ; and there- 
fore all other engagements muſt yield to 
theſe: and whenever they happen to be 
inconſiſtent with them, they immediately 
ceaſe, and become null and void. There- 
fore, if your maſter ſhould command you to 
lye, or ſteal, to defame, or defraud, or com- 


mit any vice or villainy whatſoever, there 
you are abſolutely to diſobey him; becauſe 


Go 
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Gop hath commanded. you, not to do any 
of theſe things; and the apoſtles have 
taught us, that we ought to obey God rather 
than men, But as long as the maſter's com- 
mands are within the bounds of religion, 
and the laws of the land, ſo far the ſervant 
is obliged to ſubmit, and pay intire obedience 
to them. And this he is to do with fear, and 
chearfulneſs. 

Firſt, He is to obey with fear : Servants 


SEES 2 


N 


e (aich the apoſtle), be obedient to them that . 
N- WY are your maſters according to the fleſh, with 
id BY fear and trembling. Now where men find 


themſelves obliged to a dutiful and canſci- 
entious obedience, it is unavoidable but 
that they muſt be afraid of giving any of- 
tence, or provoking to anger and reſent- 
ment, by negle& and diſobedience. Fear 
is a natural reſtraint upon the giddineſs and 
perverſeneſs of our nature: it awakens all 
our caution and diligence, and makes us at- 
tentive and obſervant: it makes us careful 
to underſtand the directions of our ſuperiors, 
and diligent to execute them. And — — 
we may ſay of it in this caſe, as Ehphaz does 
to Job, Is nat this thy fear, thy confidence © 
The ſenſe of a-proper awe upon our minds, 
N 4 gives 
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gives us the beſt aſſurance of our having: 
due regard to the commands of our ſupe 0 
riors, and the diſcharge of our duty. Bete 
this, fear is the great princi ple of prudence 
as well as induſtry: it awakens the abilities 
of the ſoul, ſets them to work upon thei 
proper objects, and urges them to their pro 
per ends. Almoſt all knowlege, as well a 
diſcipline and virtue, are founded in fear, 
The fear of the Lord, faith Solomon, is the 


beginning of wiſdlom: a good underflaiidin 


have all they that do thereafter. And as the 
fear of the higheſt authority naturally leads 
us to the higheſt and moſt excellent wiſdom 
(the knowlege of the laws and will of our 
Creator); ſo the reverence we owe to tho in- 
ferior degrees of it, leads us to proportionable 
degrees of diſcretion and prudence, in the con. 
duct of our lives. And therefore ſervants are 
to be awfully obſervant, and obedient to the 


commands of their maſters, not only for con- 


ſcience ſake, but likewiſe on account of tlut 
improvement of their own minds and man- 
ners, which fuch a reverence and fear of a- 
thority will naturally inſpire. But, 


' Secondly, Servants are to obey. Gat 


chearful: eſs: With * will doing fervice, 
faith 
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faith the apoſtle: and therefore they are 
carefully to avoid all that ſullen and ſurly 
behaviour which renders their perſons 22 
ful, and their beſt ſervices diſagrecable. 
ſourneſs and reſtiveneſs to the commands 4 
ſuperiors, is a ſure indication of inherent 
pride, that diſdains ſubjection and is much 
better fitted for inſolence in power, than 
obedience in ſubjection. And this ſpirit of 
inſolence is ſo frequently to be met with 
in ſervants, that a man who makes right 
reflections upon it, will find infinite reaſon 
to bleſs the good Providence of Almighty 
Gop, by whoſe wiſe appointment ſo many 
turbulent and malignant ſpirits were placed 
in a condition of the loweſt ſubjection; who, 
had they been raiſed to dominion and rule, 
would have been the . greateſt monſters of 
oppreſſion and tyranny that ever the world 
produced. Hiſtories of all ages are full of 
examples to this purpoſe: and that this is the 
ſenſe of mankind upon the point, may be 


collected from the proverbs of all nations, 


which have not failed to obſerve upon the 


remarkable inſolence of perſons raiſed from 


a low condition to any heights of fortune. 
And this is ſo * in a thouſand in- 
ſtances, 
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ſtances, that (as Sylla is ſuid to have ſeey 
many Marius in Ceſar) ſome men of good 
underſtanding have been confident, that the 
have obſerved many Neros in a common 
footman, or day-labourer: and therefor 
perſons of this character, inſtead of indulg. 
ing their innate pride, in inſolence and ſul. 
lenneſs to their ſuperiors, ſhould endeayour, 
to the utmoſt of their power, to ſubdue it to 
the dictates of their duty: and remember, i 
was the great goodneſs of Almighty Gon, 
to place them in that low condition 0 
life, where the malignity of their nature 
would have leaſt room to exert itſelf; ali 
where they have avoided much of that gilt, 
and that puniſhment, which higher degree 
of power and affluence would have de- 
volved upon them. And this motive t 
modeſty and ſubmiffion in ſervants, wall be 
much ftrengthened, byconſidering, that pride 
and ſtiffneſs will always expoſe them to il 
treatment. A modeſt demeanour, joined to 
a readineſs to execute the maſter's commands 
is ſuch an indication of a good mind and 
good will to their ſervice, as naturally wins 
their affection; and inclines them, in retard, 
to do you all the good offices —— 
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ind to make the yoke of ſervitude fit as 
light and eaſy upon you as they can: whereas 
the contrary behaviour will always excite 
them to ſuch degrees of rebuke and correc- 
tion, as perhaps you can very il] bear; and 
yet are obliged in conſcience to ſubmit to, 
whether they be juſt or "unjuſt. Servants, 
faith St. Peter, in the iff chap. of his firſt 
epiſtle, at the 18th and following verſes — 
Servants, be ſubject to your maſters, with 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, 
but alſo to the frouurd; for this is thank- - 
worthy, if a man for conſcience t#wards 
Gd endure grief, ſuffering wrong fully: for 
wiat glory is it, if when ye be buffered 
fir your faults, you take it patiently? But 
if when you do well, and fuffer for it, ye 
take it patiently : this is avcegtable with 
God. From bence we learn, that ſervants 
are not only obliged to ſabmit to the juſt 
corrections of their maſters ; brit Hkewiſe to 
ſuch as are the effects of frowardneſs and ill 


W temper. And as nothing is fo apt to ſour 


the temper of the beſt maſters, as fullenneſs 
and infolence in their fervants; fo nothing is 
more apt to bring unjuſt correction upon 
them: becauſe it makes every thing they do, 

diſagreeable, 


* 
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diſagreeable, however right in itſelf; a 
urges the maſter to lay hold on all opa 
- tunities and pretences, of ſubduing an 
mortifying that evil ſpirit, by the ſharp 
and ſevereſt correction: whereas, on the 
other hand, humility and meekneſs have the 
happieſt effects upon the diſpoſitions of al 
they deal with. They turn the edge of thy 
ſharpeſt rage; they are like wool-ſacks to the 
fierceſt inſtruments of war; their yielding 
ſoftneſs abates their violence, and. ſubdug 
their force. Meekneſs is, in this reſpect; lia 
charity; for as it beareth all things, ſo like 
wiſe doth it cover a multitude of fins. "A jijl 
anſwer ( faith Solomon) turneth away wrath: 
but grievous words fiir up anger. | And 
again, By long forbearance is a prince pen. 
fuaded, and a ſoft tongue breaketh the bon, 
That is, Gentle and modeſt replies ſoften the 
moſt hardened and obſtinate diſpoſitions; and 
deſcend, as the P/almi/t expreſſes it, like ul 
into the bones. Modeſty and humility ar 
as the grave ground in a picture, which4ets 
off the faireſt colours, and ſhews. all the 
figures to greater advantage. Modeſty, in 
a ſervant, places all his actions in the belt 
light; and inclines the moſt froward and 
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erverſe maſters to bear with their inſirmi- 
ies, and put the beſt. 2 — — 
heir conduR. + 

But farther, 8 not — to ſub- 

it to the correction of their maſters, but 
they are to profit and become better by it: c 
for amendment and reformation are the ent! | 
of all correction: and therefore ſervants muſt 
not think they have done enough, when 
they have liſtened calmly to the maſter's 
rebuke, or ſubmitted patiently to his cha- 
ſtiſement; for all this is to no purpoſe, un- 
leſs they are amended by it. And there- 
fore they are to obſerve, and reflect care- 
fully upon the reaſons and circumſtances of 
their miſcarriage and miſbehaviour, when- 
ever they have committed a fault; and make 
ſerious reſolutions of more care, and better 
conduct, another time. For example: This 
was the effect of ſloth and idleneſs. This, m 
conceit brought upon me. Had I liſtened to 
good advice, I might have avoided this miſ- 
chief; and ſo on. And foraſmuch as the 
buſineſs of moſt ſervants lies within a very 
narrow compaſs, the ſum of their employ- 
ment being a train of the very ſame low 
offices repeated. every day, with very little 
variety z 
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leads directly to infamy and the gallows. 
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variety; it is./evident, that as chere iᷣ bg 


a very moderate degree of capacity requiny 
to enable them to know their duty; foiliks 
-wiſe as moderate a degree of care-and'gil 
gence wilt enable them to diſcharge ity 
they ought: and therefore hate ver exciſ 
there may be for the firſt committal d 
faults, there can be none for the frequem 
repetition of them, eſpecially after correctia 
for even brute beaſts will learn to ſhun Yiok 
actions that are attended with puniſhment 
even. againſt the inſtin& of nature. "They 
will learn to fly from meats and drinks that 
are naturally very agrecable and: defirablet 
them: and therefore, for reaſonable res 
tures to commit the ſame faults to which 
they can have no natural inſtinct, aſter fte 
quent rebuke and correction, is in truth w 
become more than brutal; to act even belon 
the beaſts. that periſn. And therefore it b 
no wonder, if the common end of ſueh in- 
corrigible creatures is utter ruin and deftruc 
tion. The maſter grows weary of correction, 
and lets them go their own way; and ther 


own, way being the way of vice and villany, 


And indeed, this is alſa Go ps way of dealing 
with 
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with incorrigible ſinners: for whom be loveth, 
be chafteneth ; but when chaſtening hath no 
effect for their amendment, he delivers them 
over to a reprobate ſenſe. 2 

And thus much in proof and explication | 
of the firſt propoſition I kid don; namely, 
That ſervants are to obey their maſters. 

I come now to the ſecond propoſition I 
propoſed | to ſpeak to; and that was, That 
ſervants are to faithful to their maſters. 

And this Faithfulneſs is of two ſorts: The 
ficſt confiſts in an honeſt diſcharge of di 
to them, in every thing they em loy = 
about, to the beſt of your abilities. If in ho- 
dily labour, you are to labour in their ſervice, 
as far as your health and ſtrength. will allow: 
if in the abilities of your mind, you are to 
ſerve them to the beſt of your underſtand- 
ing, without injuring their affairs by floth, 
or delay, or negligence: and this kind of 
fidelity is-oppaſed. to exe-ſervice.. - 

The next fort of faithfulneſs.confiſts in 
being true and juſt to your maſters in every 
thing committed to your truſt : and this fide- 
lity is oppoſed to fraud and theft. 

Firſt, I ay, you are to ſerve him with an 
honeſt diligence, without idleneſs, neglect, 
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or delay: and this the apoſtle requitty 
when he injoins ſervants to be obedient i 
their maſters, not vun th e ye-ſervice, as Men. 
pleaſers, but as the ſervants of C brit, = 
the wall of. God from the heart. 

You are to <mploy yourſelves FRO 
your maſter S. ſervice, not barely a0 hy 
eye is upon you, and [you ar are apprehenli 
of being chaſtiſed for your ur idlenefs; 5 but a 
all times; 1. even when, he is leaſt likely to 
Tee, or to puniſh. your. neglect. 15 thy 
you are to do in diſcharg e of a g 
leience, becauſe you, are td for 15 15 


„ 


time and ftrength- are no longer your own, 


and to be employed in his ſeryice; and e Con- 
ſequently you cannot employ them as you 
pleaſe, but as he directs: nor can you mb 
employ them, or with hold them from Hi 
without manifeſt fraud and in) uſtice. Rob- 
bing a man of the time he hath bought 6 of 
you, 1s juſt as wicked a8 to rob him of 
his money, or his goods, or any othitt pu: 
chaſe he hath paid for“ The in) imjultier Bel 
actly the ſame in both; and rede c 
apoſtle ſaith, you are to pe obedient to 
. not with * _ as men 2 
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re but as the ſervants. of Chrift, doing 
the doll of God from the heart; that is, you 
are to diſcharge the duties of your ſervice 
out of a ſenſe of conſcience, in full aſſure- 
ance, that in ſo doing you do what Gop 
requires of you; for God requires juſtice in 
all your dealings, and will ſeverely puniſh 
the negle& and violation of it : and there- 
fore, although your maſter doth not behold 
your idleneſs, Gop ſees it, and will require 
2 ſevere account of it; and you can no 
more eſcape his vengeance, than you can 
woid his fight : beſides, it has pleaſed Gop 
ſo to order the ſtate of things 1 below, 
that diligence and induſtry are the ſure way 
to health, and credit, and proſperity in the 
world. 

Idleneſs is able to deſtroy the beſt conſti- 
tution of body and mind, that ever was 
framed! and I myſelf have obſerved beggars, 
who began in floth, end in real infirmities, 
and a ruined conſtitution. And it is noto- 
rious of numbers of people, that they loſe 
their limbs for want of uſing them: whereas 
all the powers of ſoul and body are remark- 
ably improved by application and exerciſe. 
Mil, who had juſt ſtrength enough the firſt 
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day to lift a calf, by conſtant practiee q 
lifting him every day, became at laſt to han 
ſtrength enough to lift him, even when by 
was grown up into an ox: and the 

prodigies of wiſdom. and ſcience that em 
appeared in the world, had their beginning 
in the ſame low rudiments of knowlegewit 


the reſt of mankind. Men are born, in the 


general, nearly equal: inſtruction and in 
duſtry, culture and diligence, make the prez 
diſtinctions between man and man. Induſty 
is of ſo excellent a nature, that it wil 
' ſcarcely ſuffer any bounds to be ſet to ou 
improvement; nor is it poſſible to ſay, f 
what ſtrength of body and mind unwearel 
application will carry us at the laſt! and then 
fore Solomon moſt excellently adviſes, - Whit 
ever thine hand findeth to do, . do it will 
all thy might. A motto, that ought-tok 
graved in characters of gold, over theſhop 
of all artiſts, as well as the cloſets of the tt 
dious. Solomon well knew the worth d 
diligence (and perhaps none but the wil 
man that ever lived, was acquainted with in 
full value) ; and therefore he is large in tis 
praiſe of it: He becometh poor that deal 


with a ſlack hand ; but the hand of i 
diligat 
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diligent maketh rich. Again, The hand of 

the diligent ſhall bear rule; but the flothful = 
all be under tribute. The foul of the 
uggard defireth, and hath nothing; but the 
cul of the diligent ſhall be made fat. And 
again, Seeſ thou a man diligent in bis 
buſineſs? he ſhall ſtand before Kings; be ſhall 
nt fland before mean men. And therefore, 
you will not be diligent and induſtrious 
for your maſters ſakes, be ſo at leaſt for your 
own; to acquire ſuch habits as will ſtrengthen 
your body and your mind, and raiſe you to 
edit and proſperity in the world : and, what 
s more, will keep you out of idleneſs, the 
great parent of vice and wickedneſs of every 
ind, which will cloathe you with infamy 
ind rags, and bring you to certain ruin at 
e laſt: will deſtroy you, body and ſoul. 

The laſt duty required of ſervants, is Faith= 
ulneſs to their truſt ; that is, an honeſt care 
nd management of all goods and things 
ommitted to their charge, without fraud, 
r waſte. And this is of all others the higheſt 
d moſt important part of the ſervant's duty; 
xcauſe his own conſcience, and his maſter's 
tereſt, are more nearly concerned in it than 
n any other: it being oftentimes in the 
O 2 power 
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power. of a wicked ſervant by one hour, 
wilful villainy in this point, to ruin the bel 
maſter, and the wealthieſt man. And there. 
fore the apoſtle, in the words of my text, 
injoins ſervants to be obedient to their n. 
ſters, in fingleneſs of heart ; that is, with 
an honeſt and upright mind. Andin chap, i 
of his epiſtle to Titus, ver. 9. he directs tha 
Biſhop to exhort ſervants to be obedient 
their maſters, qnd to pleaſe them well in al 
things; not anſwering again, nor furl. 
ing; but ſhewing all good fidelity. + And 
under this head of purloining, are to be u. 
duced all frauds of every kind, all bribes; al 
falſe weights and meaſures, by which the 
ſervants are profited, and the maſter is in 
jured ; in ſhort, all poſſible ways, wherely 
ſervants are wont to make gain, or intereſ, 
or friendſhip for themſelves, to the loſs and 
damage of their maſters : for all theſe wap 
of gain are downright frauds and theft 
and are but the more criminal, as they ar 
contrived with more ſubtlety and ſecunty: 
nay, this ſort of cheating is much baſer, and 
more villainous, than common ſtealing ; be- 
cauſe you do not only defraud your maſter 
but you likewiſe break. faith, and betray 
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your truſt at the ſame time: you add trea- 
chery to theft! and therefore this villainy is 
doubly hateful to Gob and man. 

The other way of being unfaithful to your 
maſter, is by waſting his goods, although 
without profit to yourſelf, or ſaffering them 
tobe imbezled by others: and this is, in effect, 
and in the conſequences of it to your maſters, 
the very ſame with wilful fraud and theft. 
For what matters it to your maſter whether 
he is injured, or ruined, by your fraud, or by 
your negligence ? So that the breach of truſt 
in you, and the evil to your maſter, is exactly 
the ſame in both. He truſted you with his 
ſubſtance, and you have betrayed him to his 
damage; it may be, to his ruin. 
ſible to live or tranſa& our afiirs in life 
without confiding in ſomebody or other, 
upon a thouſand occaſions : and on whom 
an you depend with ſo much ſecurity, as 
on him that eats of your bread, and is 
bound by all the ties of duty and conſci- 
ence, to be faithful to you? And what ad- 
vantage would it be to maſters, to be ſecure 
that their ſervants would not themſelves 
cheat them, if at the ſame time, through 
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' betrays his truſt, and is as criminal in the 


for his villainy, and ſome temptation to it: 


| * beſides the i _— to the owners, it is deſpil 
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their idleneſs or negligence, they ſuffer 
others to defraud them? And therefore, he 


that ſuffers his maſter to be injured through 
his fault, although without profit to himſelf, 


. 


ſight of God, as if he had injured him fo 
his own gain: nay, rather, he is more Crimi 
nal: for he that injures his maſter for hu 
own profit, hath ſome plea, ſome pretence 
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whereas he that injures him without any 
advantage to himſelf, hath no pretence, not 
ſo much as the excuſe of a temptation for hi 
wickedneſs: and therefore ſuch a one takes 
to himſelf the moſt ſcandalous and deteſt. 
able character in the world, that, * being 
wicked for wickedneſs ſake. 


And here I muſt take notice, that there is 
one kind of waſte, wherein ſervants are more 
frequently faulty towards their maſters, than 
any other ; and that is, waſte of food,” and 
this is of two ſorts: one is, when they ſuffer 
any meats or drinks, under their care, to pe- 
riſh, be loſt, or become uſeleſs, ' thraugh 
their negligence. Now every waſte of thus 
kind is a grievous wickedneſs ; inafmuch as, 
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ing the Divine bounty and beneficence: and 
in effect, trampling the gifts of Gop under 
foot. Which is ſurely a moſt ſhocking com- 
plication of inſolence and ingratitude! and 
one would think our bleſſed Saviour Ixsus 
Car1sT had effectually guarded againſt this 
guilt at the cloſe of that glorious miracle, 
whereby he fed ſo immenſe a multitude 
with five loaves and two fiſhes (St. John, ch. 
vi.): for when he had done fo, he gave ex- 
preſs orders to gather up the fragments that 
remain, that nathing be loft. Although this 
food was produced in all the abundance of 
Divine munificence, and with all the eaſe of 
Almighty power ; yet care was taken by the 
very Creator himſelf, that not the leaſt part 
of it ſhould be abuſed to waſte. 

The next kind of waſte which ſervants 
xe too frequently guilty of, is the abuſe of 
meats and drinks committed to their care, to 
the purpoſes of riot and exceſs : to make 
themſelves uſeleſs to all the duties of their 
ſation, it may be, to their own, and to the 
run of others. Nay more, oftentimes to the 
intoxicating the ſervants of others, ſo as to 
make them alſo uſeleſs at beſt. And toooften 
even deſtructive to the houſes, and limbs, 
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and lives of their maſters and miſtreſſes in- 
truſted to them. How dreadful a guilt i 
this, thus to pervert the purpoſes of the Di 
vine beneficence! Negligent waſte is tramp. 
ling the gifts of Gop under foot; but riotou 
waſte is turning his bleſſings into curſes; 
into curſes upon yourſelves and others I 
how many excellent purpoſes might thok 
waſtes of exceſs, now ſq pernicious, be ap 
plied !-to lighten the labours of life; to 
ſoften the bed of ſickneſs, ta make the ui. 
dow's heart ſing for joy. What infinite eil 
doth waſte commit! what infinite good doth 
it prevent, and pervert ! and the authors d 
it, how extenſively are they, how cock | 
how emphatically wicked | "6; | 
But there is one point, wherein the fidelit | 
of ſervants is more eminently required, than | 
in any other whatſoever; and yet where they Wl | 
are wont to abuſe and betray their truſt more Wi « 
than in any other: and that is, The care of Will 1 
their maſters children. I ſhall omit a thou- WF | 
ſand inſtances of miſconduct and abuſe, and 
inſtance only in two, The firſt is, that abo- Wl 1 
minable cuſtom among ſervants, of teaching 
children vice and wickedneſs, as the firlt WM : 
rudiments of knowlege. And this is ſo no-. 
torious, 
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torious, that, take any child you meet, and 
it is odds but the firſt ſentence or word he 
learnt to ſpeak, Was either an oath, or an ill 
name: and if ſervants are taken to taſk for 
this villainy, they anſwer, There is no man- 
ner of harm in it, becauſe the poor child 
does not know what he ſays. Perhaps he 
does not; but yet it is more probable, that he 
does; for it is certain, that children often 
underſtand words even before they can ſpeak 
tem: and if they do ſpeak ſome ill words 
before they underſtand them, I dare ſay, it 
will not be your fault, if they continue long 
in that ignorance: for the ſame corruption 
of mind that prompted you to teach them 
thoſe ill words, will alſo. prompt you to 
make them underſtand what is meant by 
them, as ſoon as you can: and not only 
underſtand, but practiſe too. Ye wicked 
creatures! little do ye conſider, that the firſt 
impreſſions made upon children always 
link the deepeſt, and laft the longeſt, and 
are hardly poſſible to be effaced from the 
mind. And therefore Solomon rightly ad- 
viſes, Train up a child in the way be ſhould 


go, and when be ts old, be will not depart 
fromit. And the obſervation is full as true, 
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J am afraid, more ſo, if you train him w 
in the way he ſhould not go. Shame i 
the great guardian of youth, the great bu 
rier that ſecures them from fin and wick 
edneſs: and if that be early taken away, 
flood of vice will break in upon them lik 
a torrent, and overwhelm the whole man 
Alas! little do ye conſider what you wil 
have to anfwer for at the great day of 2 
count, who in return to all the care an 
kindneſs of a good maſter, have deſtroyed 
perhaps his only child, and turned the in 
nocence of an Angel into the guilt of 
Devil. I would to Gop, that in order b 
deter ſervants from this abominable practic 
there were laws to make all crimes of thi 
kind puniſhable by the moſt tormentin} 
death that ever was invented: and yet 
when that was done, it would make but 
little atonement for thoſe infinitely greatet 
torments of Hell, to which thoſe wretchs 
had betrayed ſo many helpleſs and innocent 


1 


h 
0 


infants. | | 
The ſecond inſtance I ſhall mention d 
the infidelity of ſervants to the children of p. 
their maſters, and too often to themſelves, BY , 
is Flattery : a vice which is founded _ 
| wo 


Der. 10. | to their Maſters. NY 203 
orſt corruption of a wicked heart, and is' 


oul : it is a rank manure which raiſes no- 
ing but weeds in the beſt ſoils. Nor is 
is all; for as it raiſes and feeds the worſt 
weeds, it kills the beſt plants, and ſuffers 
nothing good and ſalutary to live near it. 
\ flatterer always puts me in mind of thoſe 
filthy beaſts mentioned by many naturaliſts, 

hoſe way of deſtroying all that will endure 
them, is by licking them to death. ; 

And thus I have done with the ſeveral 
parts of the ſervant's duty: and the ſum of 
all that Gop requires of him, is this: Firſt, 
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commands; that is, ſuch as are not contrary 
to the laws of Gap, or the laws of the land: 
but he is not to obey him in any thing that 


or defraud, or commit any fort of vice or 
vilainy, in obedience to his maſter ; becauſe 
Gop has forbidden him to do any of theſe 


things: and he is to obey Gop rather than 
man. 


cn 


Fear. And this will make him cautious and 
obſervant ; will check the natural pride and 
4 perverſe- 


he greateſt deſtroyer of every virtue in the 


That he be obedient to all his maſter's juſt 


is evil: therefore he is not to ſwear, or lye, 


Secondly, He is to obey his maſter with: 
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perverſeneſs of human nature, and bring him 
by degrees, to diſcretion” and prudence ? fot 
all wiſdom, and all virtue,” begins and is 
founded in fear. 

Thirdly, He is to obey chearfully, with 
good-will doing ſervice : and therefore ke 
is carefully to avoid all pride and inſolence 
all ſhort and ſullen anſwers. - Theſe are the 
faults that make ſervants hateful, and render 
every thing they do, diſagreeable, and expoſe 
them to the wrath and vengeance. of their 
maſter : whereas modeſty: and chearfiilnek 
recommend both themſelves, and every thing 
they do: and place all ers RY in 21 
beſt light. | 

+ Fourthly, They are to Fr to WAG 
rections of their maſters, whether juſt ot 
unjuſt: and not only to ſubmit to them, but 
to amend by them. To be incorrigible even 
in negle& (and much more in guilt), is 
moſt ſhameful character: and Glock eng 
but in utter ruin. | 

Fifthly, Servants are to dul an honeft di- 
ligence i in the diſcharge of their duty : 'and 
this, in oppoſition to idleneſs and eye-ſer- 
vice: and this they are to do, firſt, for con- 
ſcience- ſake towards their maſters, becauſe 

- Gob 
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Gop requires it of them: and, ſecondly, for 
their own ſakes, - becauſe diligente- and in- 
duſtry are the ſure means to health, and cre- 
dit, and proſperity in the world. 

And, .in the laſt place, ſervants are to be 

true and juſt to their maſters, and faithful 
in the care and diſcharge of all truſts com- 
mitted to them (eſpecially the care of his 
children) ; and are neither to injure or de- 
fraud them themſelves, nor to ſuffer others 
to do ſo: becauſe all the injury you do 
your maſter, if it be for your own profit, 
is theft: and the worſt of all thefts, becauſe 
it is attended with treachery, and breach of 
truſt: and if it be without profit to yourſelf, 
the injury to your maſter, and the breach of 
truſt in you, is ſtill the ſame: and you are at 
the ſame time more inexcuſable, becauſe 
you commit wickedneſs | for wickedneſs 
ſake. 

And now, my brethren, when you have 
diſcharged all theſe parts of your duty, the 
next thing incumbent upon you as good 
Chriſtians, is to be content with that low 
condition of life, in which it has pleaſed 
Goo to place you: and you will be content, 
if you conſider, that Gop governs the world: 

by and 
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and that all his appointments are the ah 
pointments of the Wiſeſt and the Beſt of al 


life he aſſigns us, mult be the very beſt thy 
could be aſſigned us. Had you been place 
in a higher ſtation, how can you tell wh 
pride and inſolence, what vice and villain 
you had been expoſed to, which might hap 
ended in the deſtruction both of your body 
and ſoul? And therefore, inſtead of repine. 
ing at your condition, you are to bleſs Goy, 
who hath not led you into ſo great tempts 
tions as wealth, and power, and grandeur 
are, but delivered you from evil. If you 
ſuffer from a ſevere maſter, conſider, that 
altho you might not have deſerved chaſtiſe 
ment at his hand, you have deſerved that, 
and much more, at the hand of Gop: and 
what is it to you, by what inſtrument it 
pleaſes Gop to execute his correction upon 
you? And this you know, that if, when yt 
do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it ft 
tiently, this is acceptable with God. Con- 
ſider moreover, that although your condition 
is ſubje& to many inconveniencies ; yet, in 
the midſt of theſe, it has one great and pe- 
culiar advantage: and that is, that you ae 


— 


— 


8 . 9 


zer. 10. 10 their Maſters. 207 
eed by it from ſome, if not all the great 
nxieties of life. For what is all that, for 
hich the ſons of men toil and diſquiet 
hemſelves in this vale of miſery, but a little 
ſood and raiment, and a convenient ſhelter 
om the weather? and two of theſe, the 
ery worſt of you, have ready provided to 


your hands, at your maſter's expence, with- 


ut any care or trouble of your own : and 


many of you have all three; But what above 


all gives the great and diſtinguiſhing advan- 
ge to your condition, is this: that as you 
have leſs to be anxious for in this world, you 
have leſs to be anſwerable for in the next : 
to you leſs is given, and of you leſs is re- 
quired, What are all the power, and wealth, 
and dominion of this world, but ſo many 
great ſtewardſhips, of which the owners muſt 
give a ſevere account to their great Lord and 
Maſter at the Laſt day? And what man in 
his ſenſes would wiſh to have a long and 
heavy account upon his hands, at the great 
day of judgment ? Do but imagine a mighty 
potentate, ſummoned together with his 
meaneſt yaſſal, to the great tribunal of Gop; 
and the queſtion fairly put to him, What 
haſt thou done with all that wealth, and all 
that 
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that power I committed to thy  ehargy 
Give an account of | thy flewardſtip. 45 
where is that mighty man upon earth, th 
could give clear and ſatisfactory anſwers 
theſe queſtions? Who would have wealth 
who would have power, who would have 
great eſtate, who would have an empire, upy 
theſe terms? "Whereas, when the poor ſa 
vant is queſtioned, if he has been ago 
man, his accounts are ſhort, and his anſwen 
are eaſy; Lord, I have ſerved Thee, and be 
faithful to my Maſter ; I had but little, at 
I did my diligence gladly, to give of thi 
little. And the Lord ſhall anſwer, Wa 
done, thou good and faithful ſervant : tha 
haſt been faithful in a few things; I ul 
make thee ruler over many things : enter tha 
into the joy of thy Lord. 


To which bleſſed ſentence, Gop of his 
infinite mercy grant we may all be hap 
pily intitled, through 'the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Cha Isr. Amen, 
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And ye, nafers, do the ſame things 
unto them, forbearing threatening < 
knowing that your Maſter alſo is in 
Heaven; neither is there reſpef of 
' perſons with Him. 


HE Apoſtle having, in the foregoing 

verſes, directed the duty of Servants, 
and urged them to a conſcientigus diſcharge 
of it, from a ſenſe of duty towards Gop, 
and the rewards that would await their fide- 
ly from his hand; proceeds, in this verſe, to 
njoin the Maſters to do the ſame by them. 
Now, by doing the ſame, is not meant doing 
the very ſame things, but doing the ſame 
reciprocal duties: that is, as ſervants are to be 
faithful and juſt to their maſters, and to per- 
form all parts of their duty towards them, 
P from 
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from a regard to conſcience, and the tewark 
« of a future ſtate, ſo likewiſe are maſters 
do the ſame unto them: that is, to perfor 
all the parts of their duty towards their {. 
vants, from the ſame motives and principle 
Forbearing threatening; or, rather, as thei. 
ginal word ſignifies, remitting their threats 
that is, not always executing the harſh de 
clarations they have made, or reſolution 
they have taken up, againſt them; but mr. 
fraining and receding from the ſevere ſer- 
tences they have denounced in their wrath; 
remembering, that they 44% have 4 Maferi 1 
Heaven, whoſe will they alſo violate, al 
whoſe commands they diſobey : and yt 
ſhould he execute his juſt vengeanee upa 
their tranſgreſſions, ſhould be be extrem 
mark whats done amiſs, who my ahi 
it? 

From the words thus explained, the bufind 
of this diſcourſe ſhall be, to lay down the di 
of maſters to their ſervants in all its parts: a 
this I ſhall endeavour to do in the explanatial 
and proof of the following N 


Fit, e e ee 


Servants. 
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Secondly, They are to correct We in 
their faults. 

Thirdly, They are to ſet them good ex ex- 
ample. 

Fourthly, They are to allow them means 
of inſtruction in their duty towards 
God, and leiſure to perform their duty. 

And, laſtly, They are to encourage them 
in well-doing. 

Firſt, I ſay, maſters are to do juſtice to 

tir ſervants : and this juſtice conſiſts in two- 

joints : firſt, In not. exacting immoderate 

d unreaſonable labour at their hands: and, 

xcondly, In an honeſt payment of their 

ages. | 

Firſt, You are to require no more than an 

qual and moderate portion of labour from 

pur ſervants : unlike thoſe cruel Egyptian 
k-maſters, who, as the text expreſſes it, 
ade the children of Iſrael to ſerve with 
gur, and made their lives bitter with hard 

Mmange : and, at laſt, proceeded to that ex- 

emity of cruelty againſt them, that they 

acted the ſame hard meaſure of work from 
tem, without allowing them the materials 
cellary to the performance of it. Te ſhall 
nere give the people firaw to make brick : 

23 let 


ah 


21 20 De Duty of Ms T ERS Ser. 11 
let them go and gather firaw for themſeluus 
and the tale of the bricks which they li 
make. heretofore, you ſhall lay upon then; 
you ſhall not diminiſh ought thereof; for thy 
be idle. For they be idle; the commoncy 
of all cruel and aer maſters, at the 
ſame time that their poor vaſſals are ion 
ing out their lives in their drudgery. 4 
righteous man (faith Solomon) regardeth th 
life of his beaſt ; but the tender mercies of th 
wicked are cruel. A man that hath any ds 
gree of goodneſs or humanity, hath com 
paſſion for the beaſts that periſh ; and, alta 
they were made for his uſe, cannot bear 
ſee them labour out their lives in pain af 
miſery : much leſs can he bear to behal 
his own fellow-creatures, who were mak 
in the image of Gov, and are, by natm 
his own equals; much leſs can he behalf 
them, panting and toiling to death in his om 
ſervice ; much leſs can he haſten their death 
and make their //ves bitter with hard bunk 
age. This is the conduct of the righteous 
but the tender mercies of the wicked ant 
cruel. And, indeed, there cannot poſliby 
be a ſurer indication of abandoned cor 
ruptien, of a diſpolition depraved to J 
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laſt degree, than an hardened cruelty to thoſe 
that are under our power | for he that has 
put off mercy, the nobleſt, the loyelieſt 
likeneſs of Almighty Gop here below, muſt, 
of neceſſity, put off all virtue, and all good- 
refs, along with it. But, let ſuch wretched 
creatures remember, that there is a Gop, 
who heareth the voice of the poor, and the 
preſſed, when they cry unto him, as he did 
e diſtreſſed 1/rae/ites, when they groaned 
eneath their bondage: there is a GoD that 
will viſit their cruelty, as he did the cruelty 
f thoſe mercileſs taſk-maſters, with + 0 
judgments, and ſevere vengeance. 


I know it is a received opinion, among 
any ignorant creatures, who are doomed 
bo ſlayery, that they are never to ceaſe from 
teir toil, in the preſence of their maſters. 
his my own experience has led me to ob- 
erve: and, therefore, it is the duty of all 
maſters, in that caſe, to let them know, that 
ey do not expect inceſſant labour from 
em: foraſmuch as no conſtitution can 
dear it: and if, at any time, the neceſſity 
bl of their affairs requires uncommon labour 
dd application at the hands of their ſervants, 

E 1s their duty to deviſe, to contrive, all poſ- 
'f off. dm ſible 


= 


— —- 


SS =. ===” ==, 5 3 .=S = 


=, 


Co 


214 The Duty of MasTznxs ger. f 


fible relief and refreſhment for them unde 
it, as well as to allow them double relaxation 
after it. Gop knows, a ſtate of ſervituſ 
is a ſtate wretched enough, in its beſt ch 
cumſtances: and, therefore, a good” mai 
ſhould endeavour to lighten the burden, aul 
inſtead of adding to the calamities of li 
ſhould make it his ſtudy, by all poſſible me 
 thods, to eaſe and relieve them, to the ut- 
moſt of his power. 


The next point of juſtice that w we ome to 
ſervants, is, to paythem their wages honeſth, 
And, if juſtice be rightly defined, wr 

tue that gives every one what of right l. 
longs to him, the virtue is never more itf{el, 
is never practiſed in greater perfection, that 
when it is em ployed in payments of thy 
kind: for, if the price of ſervitude be nd 
a right, what is? If a man hath not a jul 
claim to what he has earned by the ſweatd 
his brow, there is no ſuch thing as a jul 
claim in the world. And yet it is but tos 
notorious, that many men are ſo regardiel 
of juſtice, as well as humanity, in this point 
» they do not ſcruple, firſt, to ſcrew dowl 
their ſervants wages to a poor pittanee, and 

then defraud them of that pittance. Li 
| regarding 
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egarding the ſolemn commands of Goto 
> contrary, and the juſt judgments he has 
de ounced againſt this cruel injuſtice, The 
ges of him that is hired, faith Mofes: 
Levit. xix. 13), ſhall not abide with thee 
all night until the morning. And again, in the 
xxivth ch. of Deut. ver. 14, 15. Thou fhalt 
wt oppreſs an hired ſervant, that is poor and 
wedy; at his day thou ſhalt give him his 
ire; neither ſball the ſun go down upon it, 
he cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and 
tbe a fin unto thee. Here we ſee, that we 
ſhould be fo far from defrauding our ſervants 
f their hire, that we are not to with-hold 
the payment of it, even for one day: for, as 
text ſaith, he is poor, and ſetteth his 
beart upon it. We cannot tell how ſtrongly 
his neceſſities may call for it that moment: 
or can we tell, how much he may ſuffer for 
ant of it: it is a trifle to us; but it is his 
It is the price of many 1 and anxious 
hours : and, therefore, he ſerteth his heart 
upon it. It is like Jacob's purchaſe of Ra- 
bel, dearly earned, and dearly loved : it is 
a happineſs that cometh but ſeldom, and, 
therefore, it is inhuman to delay it: and 
much more to rob and defraud him intirely 
P 4 of 
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of it. A maſter, that had any humanity, would 
take delight to make his poor ſervant happy 
as ſoon, and as often, as he could: and would 
regard the robbing the labourer of his hire, 
as the cruelleſt and moſt monſtrous robbery 
in the world. But this is not all; for op- 
preſſing the labourer in his hire, however 
this be done, whether by defrauding him, 
delaying payment, or ſcrewing him down 
to ſuch a miſerable price as will not afford 
him the common comforts of life, or payi 
him in goods, which he muſt ſell at half 
value; all theſe, the laſt of theſe eſpecialh, 
is a Crying fin, and one of the cruelleſt op- 
preſſions that ever was heard of: and, there- 
fore, it is no wonder, if Gop, by the mouth 
of his prophet Malachi, denounces a ſpeedy 


vengeance againſt ſo much cruelty : And 1 


will come near to you to judgment, ſaith th 
Lord (Mal. iii. 5.) ; and I will be a faiji 
witneſs againſt the ſorcerers, and again} 
the adulterers, and againſt falſe ſweareri, 
and againſt thoſe that oppreſs the birelng it 
his wages, And, certainly, if we had but 
a moderate degree of good-nature, joined 
to common honeſty, we ſhould be ſo fa 


from oppreſſing the hieling. by diminiſt- 
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ing his juſt demands, that we ſhould ra- 
ther add to them: we ſhould take delight to 
ſee our poor dependents thrive and proſper, 
and become happy under us. For, ſurely, the 
moſt glorious power and uſe of wealth is, to 
diffuſe joy, and health, and happineſs, where- 
ever we come. That noble emblem of Ne- 
buckadnezzar (Den. iv.) ſhould, in ſome. 
meaſure, be that of every man of power 
and wealth in the world. A flouriſhing for- 
tune ſhould, in this reſpect, reſemble a flou- 
riſhing well-grown tree; as it grows great 
and ſtrong, as the leaves thereof are fair, 
ſo ſhould the fruit thereof be much; and it 
ſhould be meat for many: theſe are its nobleſt 
uſes: to relieve and to refreſh, to protect from 
ſtorm and tempeſt, and project a ſalutary 
ſhade and ſhelter all around it. And yet ſome 
of the great trees of our carth are, in the 
very reverſe of this character: of ſo malig- 
nant an influence, that they keep down and 
kill all that come under them : and, for that 
reaſon, ſhould, like the fruitleſs tree in the 
Goſpel, be cut down; Why cumbereth it the 
ground? And, indeed, it may but too truly 
be faid of them, not only, Why cumbereth, 
but alſo, Why curſeth it the ground? And, 
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ho doubt, in the juſt judgments of Almighty 
God, they are oftentimes not only cut down 
for that reaſon, but aſo caſt into the fire, | 

The ſecond duty maſters owe their ſer. 
vants is, to correct them in their faults : and 
this they are to do, not in ſuch violence, and 
heat of paſſion, as may overſet their reaſon, 
and carry their correction to excels ; nor yet 
with ſuch a Stoic calmneſs, as might make 
be miſtaken for deliberate cruelty ; but with 
a temperate degree of juſt and reaſonablere. 
ſentment, and ſuch as may convince their 
ſervants of the evil and error of their con- 
duct. For ſervants are at all times apt enough 
to imagine, their maſters only correct then 
to gratify their own ill-nature, or ill- humour, 
without any regard to their amendment: 
and, therefore, ſome pains ſhould be taken 
to remove this prejudice, and to ſatisfy out 
ſervants, that our reproofs are meant for their 
good: and that we take much more pleaſure 
in ſeeing them do their duty as they ought, 
than in puniſhing them for the neglect of it 
And. this will make the duty of fervants to 
their maſters, like the duty of mankind to 
Almighty Gop, at once an happy, and are 
ſonable ſervice, But, if this will not do, , 
4 God 
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God knows, many of them are inſenſible 
to all rational methods of conviction, 
then ſharper and ſeverer methods are to be 
made uſe of: and, indeed, ſome ſervants 
are of ſuch rough and intractable dif pofitions, 
ſo haughty, and ſo hardened, that they are 
not to be ſubdued otherwiſe than as we are 
told a great captain ſubdued rocks, by fire 
and vinegar. But, although ſeverity be ne- 
ceflary ſometimes, care ſhould be taken never 
to uſe it, but when it is neceſſary: and, 
therefore, that teizing vexatious humour of 
ſome maſters is carefully to be avoided, that 
dwells eternally upon a fault, and delights 
m perpetual taunts and inſults, upon the 
conduct and character of ſuch as are in ſub- 
ection to them. This, as it is hateful and 
inhuman, ſo likewiſe it is a ſervile diſpo- 
ſition : and is a ſure argument of an abject 
mean mind. 

But to proceed. 

The point where ſervants have moſt need 
of correction and admonition, and yet meet 
with leaſt of it, is, in relation to their duty 
to Gop. Men are apt enough to chaſtiſe 
neglect and error in the conduct of their 
ſervants, as far as it regards their own con- 

CCIAS 3 
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cerns ; but the concerns of Almighty Gay, 
the intereſt of religion and virtue, are of lei 
moment with them. And yet, in reglity, the 
diſhonour done to Almighty Go, and the 


eternal ruin of the meaneſt mortal, conſe. 


quent to that diſhonour, are, in themſelye 
of infinitely more importance, than all the 
concerns of this world put together. Wil 

any loſs of this world bear any compariſon 
with the loſs of an immortal ſoul ! or ay 
mortal gain weigh againſt that of ſaving 


foul alive! And, therefore, when maſters are 


immediately on fire for every tranſgreflion 
and neglect of their own will and pleaſure, 
and, at the ſame time, cold and unmoved at 
the greateſt enormities againſt the righteow 
and unerring Will of Gop; it is a ſure lige, 
that they have great regard to their own in- 
tereſt, and very little for the glory of Gon 
and the ſalvation of ſouls. And, indeed, 
this is the great and crying complaint in the 
conduct of maſters! their utter diſregard of 
the religion and virtue of their ſeryants! 
And, to this lamentable neglect, ſo extenſive 
and univerſal, is owing the preſent general 
corruption among the lower part of man- 
kind, It is notorious, that ſervants * 
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this day, the moſt abandoned and profligate 
part of the creation ! and, when theſe marry, 
or, which is much more frequent, become 
parents by their crimes, their wretched iſſue 
are brought up without any, ſenſe. of con- 
ſcience, or fear of Gol for how. ſhould 
they inſpire any ſenſe of religion into their 
children, who are utterly void of it them- 
ſelyes? And thus the lower part of mankind 
go on from ignorance to iniquity,” and are, 
at this moment, arrived to ſuch an unſpeak- 
able degree of corruption, as is amazing to 
behold, and dreadful to think of ! ſuch as 
were ſufficient to draw down God's heavieſt 
judgments upon the land : ſo that we may 
cry out againſt this nation, as 1/atah does 
againſt the Fews, in the i. ch. of his pro- 
phecy, Ab ſinful nation, a people laden with 
imquity, a ſeed of evil-doers, children that 
are corrupters! They have provoked the Holy 
One of Iſrael unto anger; they are gone away 
backward. And to what is all this abomi- 
nation, all this dreadful maſs of iniquity, ſo 
juſtly to be aſcribed, as to the neglect of 
maſters ? Their conniving at the profaneneſs 
and irreligion of their ſervants, and intirely 
neglecting, either to exhort them to virtue 
and 


Hie that walketh in a perfect way, be ſtul 
ferve me. He that worketh deceit, fhall ut 


fall not tarry in my fight. And, as this 1 
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and goodneſs; or to oblige them to a c 
ſtant attendance upon the ſervice of Gqy 
And, ſurely, maſters of families would ney 

be ſo careleſs in an affair of this conſequeng 
did they conſider what a ſevere account thy 

all give of this conduct at the laſt. xj 
maſters of families are governors and rule 
in their own houſes; and it is the duty i 
rulers to watch over the conduct of all per. 
ſons under their care: eſpecially thoſe pam 

of it that are of the laft conſequence t 

them: and, therefore, as all rulers ſhoulf 
be the mini/ters of Gon for good, fo ſhould 

they likewiſe be a terror to evil works. Tha 
this was David's ſenſe of the matter, appean 
from the ci. P/a/. where he ſolemnly pro- 
feſſes, that he will employ none but the 

Tighteous in his ſervice, and will not alloy 

any wicked perſons to be parts of his family. 


dwell within my houſe. He that telleth yes, 


the duty of all maſters, as much as it was 
David's, ſo likewiſe is it no lefs their in- 
tereſt ; and this upon two accounts: firſt, 
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ith regard to their children; and, ſecondly, 


With regard to their fortune. 


Firſt, With regard to their children: for, 
as ſew parents have leiſure, or are able 
wholly to take care of their children them: 
ſelves, there is often a neceſſity of commit- 
ing them to the care of ſervants: and it is 
certain, that, according as thoſe ſervants are, 
either wicked, or well-inclined, the child is 
carly initiated, either in the ways of virtue, 
or in the ways of vice: and, as earlier habits 
lat longer, and are harder to be defaced, if 
parents have any regard, either to the hap- 
pineſs of their children in this world, or 
their ſalvation in the next, nothing ought to 
be of nearer concern to them, than to com- 
mit them to the care of virtuous and reli- 
gious ſervants in their tender years. | 

As to the other point, ſurely nothing can 
be more the intereſt of all maſters of families, 
than that all their ſervants ſhould make acon- 
ſcience of their buſineſs, and ſhould perform 
all parts of their duty to them in fingleneſs 
of heart, as unto Chrift, And, therefore, 
the ſure way to make them good ſervants, 
s to make them good men, and good Chri- 
ſtians; and the ſure way to make them good 
Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians is, beſides what hath been 
urged, to ſhew them good example, hid 
was the third thing I propoſed to ſpeak to, 
"Maſters ſhould ſet their ſervants a go 
example. Example ſways the whole world 
and either ruins or reforms it, as it is god 
or evil! as kingdoms are influenced by th 
example of the prince, and armies. by thy 
example of their captains, and all focietis 
of men by ſuch as have authority over then 
families naturally fall into the imitation d 
Their fathers ; and ſervants are led inſenſibh 
into the manners of their maſters. A g00 
example is like a light ſet up on high, t 
guide mankind in the ways of ſalvation aid 
truth: and, therefore, our bleſſed Saviou 
commands his diſciples, and in them il 
Chriſtians, Let your ligbt fo ſhine before men, 
that they may ſee your good works, and gl. 
rify your Father which is in Heaven. | The 
light of a good life is, indeed, a filent, -but 
it is, at the ſame time, a ſtrong, a living 
and almoſt an irreſiſtible exhortation to good- 
neſs: its native beauty attracts the love an 
admiration of all that behold it; and what 
men admire, they imitate. And if good ex- 
ample hath force enough to draw men en 
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the imitation of it, alas! ill example hath 
yet a ſtronger and mightier influence: it 
prevails even againſt exhortation and in- 
ſtruction: and it is vain for an ill man to 
exhort to virtue and goodneſs, as long as his 
practice contradicts his precepts : for it is 
much eaſier to ruin by example, than to re- 
form by precept : as it is far eaſier to pull 
down, than to build up. And, therefore, it 
is vain for a leud, a profane, an idle, and 
drunken maſter, to expect a modeſt, a ſober, 
an induſtrious, and a pious family. And, 
indeed, how can a wicked maſter ſo much 
a5 expect, that a ſervant ſhould be faithful to 
him, for the little pittance he receives from 
him, when he himſelf is fo notoriouſly un- 
grateful and unfaithful to Gop, in return for 
all the bleſſings of life? If you expect your 
ſervants ſhould be honeſt and good men, let 
them ſee you go to church conſtantly, and 
behave yourſelves with becoming humility 
and devotion when you are there : let them 
ſee you act honeſtly and conſcientiouſly in all 
your dealings: let them not obſerve you ha- 
bitually careleſs to retire into your cloſet to 
your morning and evening devotions : or 
rather (not merely to inſiſt upon negative 
| +» WM goodneſs, 
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ſhine before them, that they may ſee you 


goodneſs, or ceaſing to do evil) let then 
obſerve you religiouſly careful to call yo 
whole family together, to join with you iq 
the worſhip of Gop; let them never hear; 
looſe expreſſion, a raſh oath, or a profane 
jeſt, out of your mouths ; Let your light þ 


good works, and then will they be natural 
led to glorify your Father which is in Hu. 
ven. And, ſurely, there cannot be a mor 
lovely, there cannot be ſo lovely, ſo gloriow 
an employment in life, as that of leading in 
the ways of falvation and truth, and cn 
ducting to eternal happineſs. Captain 
aur ſalvation, is the moſt glorious title that 
ever was conferred even upon the San d 
Gor! and, if fo, certainly the contraty 
all this, the conducter to vice and villany, 
the leader to death and deſtruction, is the 
dreadfulleſt employment, as well as the molb 
hateful character, in life. 


But; fourthly, As maſters are to adrponiſ 
ſervants in the ways of their duty, and to 
them good example, fo likewiſe are they to 
allow them means of inſtruction, and leifure 
to perform their duty towards Gop. And 
this may be done at ſmall expence, both of 
time 
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ime and money, by allowing every member 
pf your family a Bible, and Prayer- book, to- 
gether with the Whole Duty of Man: and, if 
at be too great an expence, allowing one 
pf each to the family in common. And, as 
e rates of theſe excellent books are, by 
: pious charity of ſome good men, reduced 
ery low, this is an expence that moſt fami- 
is can well bear: or, if any are yet ſo poor, 
not to be able to go to this ſmall expence, 
am ſatisfied, that, by a modeſt application 
> their pariſh miniſter, ſuch an invaluable 
eaſure might be eaſily obtained: and, 
hen it is obtained, a very ſmall portion of 
ſure, allowed to the ſervants, for reading 
d contemplation, at proper ſeaſons, will 
ſufficient for their inſtruction in that which 
ould be the great buſineſs of life, their duty 
th to Gop and man: and this may be 
one on holidays, and other ſeaſons of lei- 
2: or, if an hour or two were now-and- 
ten allowed to ſervants for this very purpoſe, 
an extraordinary reward of diligence, poſ- 
bly it might turn to very good account. 
Ind, be aſſured, one hour, thus employed, 
| ll ring a bleſſing upon all the reſt. Or, if 
lis be more than the* buſineſs of 
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your calling will allow (as I am fatisfiedj 
is not), the Sabbath is the Lord's: let that 
at leaſt, be allowed your ſervants, for they 
inſtruction in the ways of ſalvation and life 
and let it not only be allowed, but ſee thi 
it alſo be employed in hearing of ſermons 
and attending upon the public worſhip 
Gop:. and, above all, take care they an 
not with-held from the ſervice of Gop, b 
being employed in the ſervice of your luxun, 
vices, and vanities, as is too often the ci 
of cooks and coachmen! and, if they an 
ſometimes with-held by the neceſſary dutia 
of their place, be it your care to ſee thok 
omiſſions made up by a diligent attendang 
at other ſeaſons. 


The laſt duty of maſters is, to encouray 


their ſervants in well-doing. 


Rewards and puniſhments are the gret 
ſprings and wheels that ſet the whole woll 
in motion: there is hardly any thing to b 
done in life, without the aid of one or bot 
of theſe. And, foraſmuch as there is a pride 
in human nature, that often ſets itſelf again 
correction, and is reſtive to reproofs, bit 
pliant and yielding to the leaſt expreflionsd 
kindneſs, it is frequently found, that 11 
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nd encouragement have more influence 
n us, than correction and puniſhment; 
pride is like the ruſt that ſeizes and ſtiffens 
e ſpring of an engine, and checks its mo- 
jon, ſo that no force can ſet it to work; 
hut kindneſs is like oil, which ſmooths and 
pie the machine, in ſuch a manner, that 
e parts move of themſelves. And this 
gentle method of dealing with our fellow- 
atures is Gop's own method of dealing 
with mankind ; who, we are aſſured, doth 
oft afflict willingly, nor grieve the children 
A men; who delighteth not in the death of 
fer, but rather that he ſhould turn from 
dis wickedneſs, and live; and chuſes rather 
to lead us to repentance by his goodneſs, 
than to drive us to it by his wrath. And, 

s prudence and humanity prompt us to take 
is method of exciting our ſervants to duty, 

ſo juſtice and equity require, that when they 

have excelled in it, they ſhould be rewarded 
and encouraged to the utmoſt of our power : 

for the ſame motives that excited them to 

excel, are the beſt engagements upon them, 

to continue in well-doing. And, Gop. 
knows, when a ſervant is truly faithful and 

diligent in the diſcharge of his duty, all the 
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encouragement in our power is juſtly due 
him And, to ſpeak reaſonably upon ti 
head, when a man lays out hs wholetind 
and care in our ſervice, and makes it 
ſtudy and buſineſs of his life to conſult qq 
happineſs, and our intereſt, how can ſuch 
ſervant be too much encouraged ? 1 
dr cnn he be rewarded enough? 7 
And yet, after all, I am ſenſible, * 
one objection to this doctrine, which I dom 
welt know how to get over; and chat 
that the greater part of ſervants will not bes 
to be encouraged, but are wont to gro f 
inſolent, as ſoon as their maſters have ſpen 
any uncommon regard to them, that they 
immediately become intolerable, not on 
to their fellow-ſervants, but even to thei 
maſters themſelves. For it is the nature do 
ſervile ſpirits, to be either low and creeping 
to a fault; or imperious and proud, bey 
A bearing : and, in truth, I am at a loſs whit 
to ſay upon this head, or what method d 
conduct to preſcribe in relation to ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions as theſe, unleſs we imitate the condutt 
of Almighty Go p, who re/ftetb the prous, 
but giveth grace to the lowly. If ſervants 
always found that * roſe in thei 
4 ; maſter" 
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aſter s favour in proportion to their mos 
eſty and humility, and, on the other hand, 
ound, that every degree of pride threw them 

nto as great a degree of diſgrace, this, joined 
o proper inſtruction and admonition, would 
probably have happy effects upon their diſpo- 
tions. But, in truth, the great evil, which 
s the foundation of all this pride and per- 
erſeneſs, is the want of a right ſenſe of 
eligion and virtue. If they once knew. 
hat humility would make them amiable in 
he ſight of Gop and man, and that pride 
ould render them deteſtable to both, they 
ould ſoon ſtudy to obtain the one, and to 
zwoid the other: would earneſtly ſeek after 
the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which, in, the fight of God, is of great 
rice; and, above all, they would remember 
thoſe two fine obſervations of Solomon, one 
in the xxixth ch. of his Prov. and the other 
n the xvith ch. A mans pride ſhall bring bim 
kw, but honour ſhall uphold the. bumble in 
furit, Pride goeth before, deſtruction, | and 
/ baughty ſpirit before a fall. And theſe 
proverbs I would recommend to all ſervants 
to bear about them, like jewels of in- 
eſtimable value, and repeat them with their 
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prayers, as the ſureſt charms, not only g 
preſerve them in their places, but likeyif 
keep them in favour both with Gop u 
But there are two inſtances of encourage 
ment, which I have not yet mentioned; an 
thoſe are, the regard that ſhould be had i 
the merits of a good ſervant in the laſt wil 
of the maſters, and when the ſervant is pal 
his labour. 
As to the firſt of theſe: Foraſmueh as the 
ſmall pittance which is paid to ſervants under 
the name of wages, is, GOD knows, but! 
poor reward for fidelity and diligence; it 
the duty of a maſter to remember a good 
ſervant in his laſt will: to make the beſt pro. 
| viſion he can for him, againſt that time when 
it will be no longer in his power, either to 
reward his fidelity, or relieve his wants: and, 
therefore, I would have a dutiful and con- 
ſcientious ſervant always conſidered in the 
next degree to a dutiful child, and before: 
child that was undutiful ; agreeably to the 
wiſe man's rule, xvii. Prov. 20. A wiſe ſer- 
vant ſhall bear rule over a ſon that cauſeth 

ame, and ſhall have part of the intt- 
Fitance,. 


Ax 
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As to the ſecond point; to wit, the regard 
lue to a ſervant when he is paſt his labour; 
think there cannot be a greater inſtance of 
ruelty and iphumanity, than to ſuffer an 
aged ſervant, who hath. ſpent the vigour of 
is youth and health in our ſervice, to be 
reduced to miſery and want, when his in- 
frmities have diſabled him from further la- 
bour. Humanity would prompt us to take 
ſome care, even of a brute, in the ſame 
circumſtances; for a brute, that had-laboured 
out his ſtrength in our ſervice, that he might 
not want paſture and ſhelter for the poor 
remains of his life: and, ſurely, much more 
ſhould it oblige us to take ſome care of our 
poor fellow-creatures, of an aged and a faith- 
ful ſervant, in the decline of life. Methinks 
| hear the old ſervant crying out to his maſter 
in this condition, as David doth to his Gop, 
in the lxxiſt P/a/, Caſt me not away in the 
time of age; forſake me not when my Frength 
faileth me. 

The caſes of fickneſs, or NY te loſs of 
limbs, in our ſervice, which diſable from la- 
bour, fall alſo under this head; and are rather 
more calamitous than the caſe of old age: 
and, conſequently, call at leaſt for equal 
COmMm- 
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hope for; and will have need of, dt f 


pour upon them than they are able to bein 


n and humanity at our hands: ani 
therefore, the! cruelty of thoſe maſten 
never to be forgiven, who' make the miſa 
and misfortunes of their ſervants, rea 
for caſting them off. With what face can ſuſ 
creatures. cry out toGop in their own cds 
mity; as David: doth in his diſtreſs, Tur 
thee unto. me, und have mercy upon ut, fe 
am defolate, and in miſery? O go not fi 
from me; for trouble is hard at hand; il 
there it none to help me. Therefore, my hs 
loved brethren,” be ye merciful, as your N 
ther, which is in heaven, is merciful; ul 
fail not to ſhew all the pity and compatſia 
to your poor ſervants, which you yourlelvs 


hand of God, your great Lord and Maſter 
And thus I have done with the ſeyed 
branches of the duty of maſters to theit ſa 
vants; and have ſhewed, I hope, to 500 
ſatisfaction, Firſt, That you are to do juſſic 
to them in paying them their wages pundtus 
ally and honeſtly, and not laying more li 


Secondly; That you are to correct them 
in their faults; and ar! in ſuch a mani, 
as is moſt likely to avail for their arnendment 

eſpecial) 
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ſpecially ſuch faults as are committed againſt 
law of God; ſuch as lying, ſwearing, 
xcofancnels; lewdneſs; and all vices and im. 
noralities whatſoever; and this you muſt 
lo, AS well for their ſalvation- ſake, a8 alſo 
o guard your children from the infection of 
eir manners, who, if your ſervants are 
xrupt, will hardly eſcape being tainted by 
hem. Wi wen n Steck 
Thirdly, I ſhewed you, that you were 
bliged to ſet your ſervants good examples, 
y honeſty and conſcience in all your deal. 
gs, and by an exemplary life of piety and 
Fourthly, That you were to allow them 
roper means of. inſtruction in their duty to 
od and man: the uſe of Bibles, and other 
ooks of devotion, and a; proper portion of 
me to peruſe them: the Sabbath, eſpecially 
t apart for this end, is not only freely to 
e allowed them, but care is to be taken that 
t be employed by them. in hearing ſermons; 
and attending upon the public wotthip of 
ob. N e 
And, in the laſt place, as you are to cor- 
rect your ſervants in vice and error, fo are 
you to encourage them in well- doing to- 

a ſupport 
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ſupport them when they are paſt their k 
bour; and make the beſt proviſion you cu 
for them at your death. And the conſs 
quence from all this will be, that your ling 
will be eaſier, and your buſineſs be infinitch 
better done, than other wiſe * ever * 
or ever will be. 

And now, my broth; if ye know il 
theſe parts of your duty, happy are 5 
you do them. 

And, indeed; you ought to do cher Ga 
the ſole motive mentioned in my text, knoy: 
ing, that ye alſo have a Maſter in Heavwn, 
neither is there reſpect of perſons with hin 
The little temporary diſtinctions of lord and 
maſter are calculated only for this world; 
for, in the world to come, all titles ſhal 
vaniſh, and all diſtinctions ceaſe, and man- 
kind ſhall be reduced to their original equs 
lity: high and low, rich and poor, the 
maſter and the ſervant, all ſhall be ſum- 
moned before the Great Tribunal of Gov! 
all ſhall appear alike, without 
and without diſtinction, other than wht 
their merit ſhall give them in the ſight of 
Gop: with regard to every thing elſe, equal 
as in the grave they roſe from. 


Good 
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Good Gop! how ſtrangely, how intirely, 
and how ſadly, will the ſtate of things here 
elo y be reverſed and changed at the Great 
Day of account! when the mighty men of 
ie earth ſhall be ſtript of all their orna- 
nents and honours, and the title of good and 
faithful ſervant, ſhall be the higheſt and. 
obleſt diſtinction! Then ſhall the ſons of 
anity ſee themſelves reduced to a level with. 
cir meaneſt ſlaves; and not only ſo, but 
ſhall ſee ſome of thoſe ſlaves placed high 
above them. How will their proud hearts 
de mortified, to behold thoſe poor wretches, 
retches whom they would now ſcarce 
youchſafe to look down upon, exalted to 
high degrees of honour and eminence, and 
themſelves reduced to the loweſt condition 

of miſery and contempt ! ſo low, that thoſe. 

very ſlaves ſhall pity them! ſo low, as, per- 

haps, to beg a ſmall charity from the meaneſt 

of their creatures; as the rich man in the 

Goſpel, who was cloathed in purple, and 
ared ſumptuoufly every day, was reduced to 
beg relief by the hand of that wretched. 
creature, whoſe ſores the dogs licked at his 
gate! to beg, that Abraham would ſend 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in cold 
| Walter, 
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water, to cool bis tongue. How many 
maſters will be reduced to the like ſad ſlay 
at the Laſt Day; ſuing to their ſlaves; and 
fuing, as he did, to be denied; and receing 
ing, inſtead of relief, the ſame ſevere retury 
Thou, in thy life-time, received thy gu 
things, and this, thy flave, evil things, 1 
thy hands; but mow be is confer ant 
thou art tormented! © 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, let you 
I6ins be girded about, and your lights bum 
ing, and ye yourſelves like unto men, that 
wait for their lord. Oh, ſet not your hen 
upon the little temporary diſtinctions of lord 
and maſter, but remember that your Maſter 
z5 alſo in Heaven; neither is there reſpets if 

perſons with him. Remember, that the 
meaneſt flave upon earth is upon the ſame 
foot of natural equality, and of equal at- 
ceptance, in the fight of Gop, with the 
mightieſt monarch in the univerſe; all 
equally the ſons of Gop,, and heirs of: ever- 
laſting ſalvation. What are all the wealth 
and power of this world, upon which we fo 
vainly value ourfelves ? What are they but 
great ſtewardſhips, of which the owners ſhall 


give a ſevere account at the Laſt Day ? What 
then 
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en is the great buſineſs of life, but to pro- 
ide, that we may behave ourſelves ſo in this 
count, that, at the laſt, we may be found 
n the character of that faithful and wiſe 
ward in the Goſpel, whom his lord ſhall 
ale ruler over his houſhold, to give them 
heir portion of meat in due ſeaſon. Bleſſed 
that ſervant whom his lord, when he com- 
th, ſhall find ſo doing. But, if that ſer- 
ant ſhall ſay in his heart, My lord delayeth 
vs coming, and ſhall begin to beat bis fellow 
wruants, and to eat and drink, and be drunk- 
n, the lord of that ſervant ſhall come in a 
lay when he looketh not for him, and at an 
ur when he is not aware; and ſhall cut bim 
under, and appoint him his portion with the 
welievers. 

From which dreadful and intolerable 
loom, Go, of his great mercy, deliver all 
at hear me; through the merits and medi- 
ation of JIxsus CHR1sT, our only SAVIOUR. 

inen. 
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Ro M. xiii. Part TI ver. 8 


he no mam any thing, but to love o one 
another. 


— 


HE Apoſtle, having in the foregoing 
verſe injoined us to render to every 
ne their dues —— Tribute to whom tribute, 
Mam to whom cuſtom, honour to whom 
mur; ſubjoins as an enforcement of the 
ame precept in other terms Owe no man 
y thing. He firſt expreſſeth the precept 
olitively ; Render to every one their dues ; 
nd then, to enforce it yet ſtronger, he varies 
is phraſe, and lays down the fame precept 
ſecond time, in negative terms Oe 70 
an any thing-— Owe no man any thing, 
to love one another; i. e. diſcharge every 
ngagement, every obligation you are under, 
o every man, in every relation of life: take 


are you owe no man any thing but love 
R and 
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and good-will ; for that is a debt, which, 
though you always pay, yet you will alway 
owe; that is an obligation that never end 
but with your life. | | 
The precept here delivered is general, a 
extends to every inſtance of ſocial virtue: 
but the buſineſs of this diſcourſe ſhall be, t 
apply it to one particular duty, which h 
little practiſed, and, perhaps leſs taught, tha 
any other; I mean the duty of paying debts: 
a duty of as great conſequence to the well 
being of ſociety, as any other whatſoeva; 
As. comprehending. under it one great an 
important branch of commutative, juſtice; 
and yet as utterly and as openly diſregarded 
as if neither the laws of Gop, nor Man, nd 
Nature, exacted it of us. And therefore, to 
awaken you into a right ſenſe of this duty, 
I ſhall conſider the evils that attend the ne- 
glect of it, both as they regard the Debtor 
and as they regard the Creditor. + 
And, firſt, with regard to the Debtor 
Nothing is more manifeſt than that-carelelh 
neſs in contracting debts, and negligence i 
diſcharging them, is one of the maſt u- 
happy characters in life, and ſuch as.draw 
more evils after it, than can well be counted 
6 
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or conceived : that ſpirit, as it is the effect, 
ſo it is the cauſe of extravagance. Money 
borrowed is fo much clear gains to a thought- 
ks mortal, that has nothing but the grati- 
fication of his pleaſures at heart; and with 
ow much more eaſe, and leſs interruption, 

this may be done, the better. The conſe- 
quences of ſuch a conduct, are reflections 
hich can only proceed from that wiſdom 
hich they openly deſpiſe, or are utterly in- 
apable of. This, of neceſſity, gives them 
p a prey to the artifices of wily villains, 
t lie in wait to deceive : for there are thoſe 
n the world whoſe whole buſineſs and pur- 
boſe of life is to watch and to feed the follies 


n 


i 


822 


La — 2727 
2380 Yn SS + 


— — 


0 | 

auch extravagants: they give by ounces, 
rt they may, receive by pounds. They are 
" h the condition of the huſbandman, who 
— ommits his ſeed to the earth, in proſpect of 


good harveſt, greater, or leſs, according to 
e richneſs of the ſoil. They well know, 

at the perſons they deal with, are bad 
omputers, and worſe accomptants ; and 
berefore nothing is more eaſy than to im- 
poſe upon them in the value of what they 
end, or the quantity of what they receive. 
ind if they ſhould at any time happen to 

| 3 | be 
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be reſtive, * ſuſpect they are defrauded, 
the men of the world know very well hoy 
to bring them down again to their ow 
terms: they manage them, as ſkilful war. 
riors ſubdue ſtrong towns ; they ſtarve them 


into compliance: they know, it is but hold. 


ing their hand, and refuſing to feed thei 
extravagance, to make them ſubſcribe 9 
any conditions they think fit to impoſe; 
Hou far do theſe men outdo the folly d 
Eſau ! He fold his 'birthright to gratifya 
real and craving want, and yet he ſinned i 
ſelling it; but theſe men ſacrifice theirs ty 
ſuch de as are falſe and fantaſtic: to appe- 
tites that will not be ſatisfied, or at left 
ought not to be indulged : nay, they often- 
times ſacrifice their health, as well as ther 
inheritance, even to wantonneſs and fulnek. 
The truth of it is, men of this character are, 
for the moſt part, in a worſe condition than 
that of Solomon's horſe-leech, that hath tw 
daughters, crying, Give, give. Wine and 
women, play and pleaſure, are the daugh- 
ters of the horſe-leech, leſs limited in ther 
number, but not leſs craving, waſting,” and 
inſatiable; and whoever ſuffers them to 
faſten on _— is effectually undone. ' If men 
contracted 
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ontracted debts for the neceſſaries of life, 
hich they could no otherwiſe procure, 
ey were excuſable; but to purchaſe need- 
es, nay perhaps pernicious vanities, at the 
ard of health, and fortune, and liberty; 
at the hazard of every thing that is good 
d valuable in life, is folly paſt forgiveneſs | 

d yet, if it were only a folly, it might 
de borne with. But, in truth, this habit of 
nning thoughtleſly into debt, draws many 
ther worſe habits after it: lying, ſwearing, 
heating, and all kinds of vice and villainy, 
re its ſure attendants ; nay, ſometimes, even 
urder, and an open defiance of public 
uſtice, as hath been ſeen in more than one 
nhappy and dreadful inſtance. It is like 
t evil ſpirit in the Goſpel, who, when he 
ath gotten poſſeſſion, taketh with him ſeven 
ther (| pirits more wicked than himſelf; and 
ey enter in, and dwell there; and the laſt 
late of that man is unſpeakably worſe than 
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„A ſpirit of extravagance, long uſed to be 
ir aulged, cannot bear to be reftrained, or 
raſed: and if it may not be gratified in 
oe uſual way, yet gratified it muſt be, at 
Wy rate, If credit be checked in the com- 
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mon courſe, new chanels muſt be cut, an 
new ſources opened: and this muſt be th 
work of falſhood and fraud, and every wicke 
artifice that can be deviſed. By this mem 
the mind becomes corrupt and depraved i 
the laſt degree; and the man is gradualy 
fitted for the converſation of fiends, Nay, 
this fin is as ſtupid with regard to this world 
as other fins are with regard to the next: j 
ſacrifices all the ſolid and laſting ſatisfactim 
even of this life, to ſmall, preſent, moment 
ary gratifications, without the leaſt though 
of the dreadful conſequences. that awat 
them; and it ends, even in this world, a 
other vices do in the next, in the lokd 
liberty and happineſs, and the calamities d 
a dreadful confinement among curſed ſpirits 
for a gaol is, indeed, another Hell up 
earth, and the beſt emblem of that manſion 
of miſery ; where you are ſurrounded wit 
nothing but fin and affliction ; where abat- 
doned wretches become yet more abatts 
doned by ſociety and example; by tit 
converſation of miſcreants more vile that 
themſelves; by mixing with the moſt cor 
rupt and profligate part of mankind ; in 
flaming their paſt guilt by new and greater 

encr⸗ 
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enormities every day; living in utter defiance 
of Gop and goodneſs; and, for the moſt 
part, dying either in a hardened impenitence, 
or the horrors of deſpair. And yet this is 
the end to which the young, the gay, the 
pleaſurable part of mankind are hurrying on, 
with as much eagerneſs, as if they thought it 
impoſſible ever to be attained too ſoon. And, 
indeed, if this were only the purſuit of 
youthful folly, the evil were in ſome degree 
to be endured, becauſe age and experience 
would be ſure to abate it ; but, in truth, it 
is often the vice of every age, and every 
condition in life—where-ever pride and 
vanity reign, there extravagant aims are pur- 
ſued, and fantaſtic diſtinctions ſought after, 
at the hazard of every felicity and ſecurity in 
life. Turn your eyes upon the world, and 
you will behold one half of mankind living 
apparently above their fortune; and what is 
ling above their fortune, but living to ſure 
deſtruction, both of themſelves and family, 
a well as all thoſe they deal with? One man 
8 above making uſe of the limbs which Gon 
hath beſtowed upon him, to convey him 
where his buſineſs calls; and fo rides in a 
coach, for a few months, at the hazard of 
R 4 wanting 
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wanting ſhoes for the reſt of his life, wha 
his folly hath reduced him to his feet. 
Another, who hath wherewithal to pur, 
chaſe a houſe, every way convenient, an 
ſaited to his circumſtances, cannot be con: 
tent without magnificence, and rooms d 
ſtate, which are of no uſe, but to be look 
at: theſe are not to be attained without: 
foreign fund; and, juſt when the buildin 
is at the point of being finiſhed, his crediton 
come and take poſſeſſion of it, and he al 
his family are 3 out of doors — ani 
perhaps, without cloaths enough to cove 
their nakedneſs, or hide their ſname; it mij 
be, too, without knowing how to be ſheltered 
from the inclemency of the weather, 
where to ſeek for a morſel of bread, Thi 
is oftener the caſe, in effect, though ne 
exactly in the circumſtances now mentioned, 
than is commonly imagined ; nor are the 
inſtances few, or rare, of perſons utterly 
undone by living beyond their fortune. In 
this condition, abandoned at once by their 


| Friends, and by the fund or income by which 


they ſubſiſted, deſerted by every thing but 
their pride, Whither ſhall the unhappy 
wretches turn themſelves ? Their vanity ſets 

them 
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them above all honeſt induſtry ina low way; 
for that, for the moſt part, remains with 
them, like a running ſore, that drains their 
vitals ; and either urges them to ſtarve, i in an 
honourable way, or drives them to violent 
and deſperate courſes for fubſiſtence, till they 
end in infamy. And although ſuch a creature 
js little to be pitied upon his own account, 
yet is his fall often to be lamented, on account 
of many others, that are involved in his ruin. 
An honeſt friend, that was drawn in to be 
bound for him, and is undone by his bene- 
ficence ; or an innocent family, that were 
too young to be partners in his folly, and 
yet muſt ſhare his fate, and are given up by it 
to proſtitution or poverty ; or an honeſt and 
kind parent, who- expended more than he 
could well afford, to bring his ſon with more 
advantage into the world ; perhaps, too, a 

virtuous, and a valuable woman, innocent 
of his pride, and yet cruſhed in his fall ; tho' f 
it is to be hoped, this rarely happens, the wife 
being too often the great incentive to the 
buſband's vanity ; and, of conſequence, leſs 
to be lamented in the ruin in which ſhe is 
involved. Theſe, and a thouſand ſuch-like 
calamities, are the neceſſary and unavoidable 
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conſequences of profuſion and extravagance, 
of careleſſneſs in contracting debts, and ney, 
ligence in diſcharging them: theſe are th 
evils which thoughtleſs mortals draw up 
their own heads, and thoſe of their near 
friends, by yanity and unthrift. And ye, 
great and various as theſe are, they are fey 
and inconfiderable, in compariſon of thok 
brought upon the reſt of mankind by the 
ſame curſed ſpirit. | 


Every one knows, that the whole buſineh 
of trade, by which nations grow great au 
happy, is carried on by men of diligence and 
induſtry, of fortunes, for the moſt part, to) 
ſmall (at leaſt, at their firſt ſetting out) t 
ſupport them in indolence ; and that thei 
profit ariſes principally from quick returns 
It is plain, from hence, that running in debt 
with tradeſmen, and neglecting to pay then 
in due time, is utterly ruinous to the who 
buſineſs of trade and commerce; and abſo- 
lutely deſtructive of the very principles upot 
which it is built, and by which it fubſiſts: 
and yet this is a crime every day cotntitted 
by men of fortune and quality, with as little 
remorſe as they eat and drink ; and, if the 


tradeſman demands his money, it is odd 
but 
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but he is either threatened, or turned into a 
iſt; the ſon of Sirach's wiſe obſervation is 
here every day verified; The rich man hath 
ane wrong, and yet he threateneth; the 
is wronged, and yet he muſt intreat 
4%. If threats will not rid theſe men of 
their importunate- creditors, then are they 
to be deluded with fair words, and plauſible 
excuſes, to pay attendance, from day to day, 
to the loſs of more time, and neglect of more 
buſineſs, than perhaps the debt is worth : and 
ſo the firſt injury, inſtead of being repaired, 
is doubled. And yet the gentleman debtor, 
the author of this evil, is ſo far from repent- 
ing of it, that it is odds but he vaunts his 
wit and dexterity in doing it. — At a mad 
nan (faith Solomon) who caſteth firebrands, 
arrows, and death; ſo 1s the man that de- 
cerveth bis neighbour, and faith, Am I not 
in jeſt? And, indeed, it 1s ſcarce to be 
conceived, how any man can deal more de- 
ſtruction and ruin around him, than by de- 
ceiving and breaking. faith with the fair 
trader ; for it is well known, his credit, his 
whole ſubſiſtence, depends upon keeping his 
word, and being ſtrictly punctual in his 
payments, and his promiſes ; and, if he fail 


4 in 
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in theſe, he is undone at once. And hoylMih=" 
is it poſſible he ſhould not fail, if the gen 
tlemen he deals with fail him? He hath m 
way of raiſing money, but by ſale of hi 
goods; and if thoſe, to whom they ar 
truſted, will not pay him, it is impoſſible h 
can pay his creditors ; and, if he do ng 
pay them, it is impoſſible but he muſt be 
ruined, and, perhaps, many more with him 
For traders are linked and dependent of one 
another; and one man's fall throws down ma- 
ny more with him: the ſhop-keeper is indeht 
to the maker, or the merchant ; and the 
again to the journeyman, the farmer, or thei 
foreign correſpondent ; and ſo the ruin be- 
comes complicated, and extended 
imagination! inſomuch that the failure of 
one man here, may affect many others in the 
remoteſt regions of the earth; may reach at 
once from weſt to eaſt, and from eaſt to welt 
again ; and yet the fine gentleman, that thus 
ſcattereth firebrands, arrows, and death, 
around him, ſhall cry, with great compla- 
cence to himſelf, and, perhaps, with great WWl/ 
applauſe from his companions, Am I not in . 
Jeſt? Shall pride himſelf in having impoſed 
upon the credulity of an induſtrious honeſt Ws 
man 
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an (with the added inſolence of a con- 
mptuous name), and appointed him to 
me for payment the next day after he is 
ne out of town. And, after all, to what 
urpoſe all this fraud, and falſhood, and 
eluſion! none in nature, but to have where. 
hal to feed their folly and extravagance 
p have to throw away upon a horſe, or an 
lot; or to pay a play debt debts of 
onour, as they are called, but, in truth, 
ebts of infamy! debts, which it was in 
amous to contract, and which it is villainous 
p pay, to the injury of the honeſt trader, 
\ gameſter, a ſharper, that undoes you 
ith falſe dice, or ſleight of hand; a wretch, 
hom it is a ſcandal to converſe, or ſo much 
to be ſeen with, ſuch a miſcreant ſhall be 
aid off, though to your utter ruin: every 
ngagement, every ſecurity in life, ſhall be 
acrificed to diſcharge him; whilſt the fair 
lealer, that ſupplied you with the neceſſaries 
it life, is left to rot in a gaol, for the food 
at fed you, and the cloaths that covered 
you, Can any thing be conceived more 
monſtrous ? Or is it poſſible to imagine, how 
human nature can be ſunk into a greater de- 
gree of corruption than this? 


Theſe 
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Theſe are the practices of the looſe and 
libertine part of mankind: and, indeed, what 
better can be expected from that vicious and 
thoughtleſs extravagance in which they live? 
But there is alſo another racc'of men, oppy. 
fite to theſe in all other reſpe&s, who agree 
perfectly with them, in not paying their 
debts, and yet are much more criminal on 
that ſcore: I mean, the needy and covetous 
rich; whocannot pay, either becauſe they have 
made a new purchaſe, or becauſe they will not 
break a ſum for which they receive intereſt. 
A greedy purchaſer is. one that will run in 
debt with all mankind; and, if he can help 
it, will pay for nothing but houſes or lands; 
nay, by his' good will, he will not pay for 
theſe, otherwiſe than by the profits that ariſe 
from them. The thoughtleſs libertine is a 
man that ſpends more than he hath, and 
therefore cannot pay : the greedy purchaſer 
is a man that ſpends nothing, and hath a 
great deal, and will not pay, becauſe he would 
have more. Theſe are the greateſt monſters 
in nature! compoſitions of covetouſneſs and 
cruelty! who oppreſs and diſtreſs every one 
they have to deal with ; who will pay no 


man themſelves, and yet ſuffer no mortal to 
owe 
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owe them a peny : they rack their tenants, 
ind grind the face of the poor; they drive 
quay the aſs of the fatherleſs, ſaith Fob, 
md take the widow's ox for a pledge; 
they cauſe the naked. to lodge without cloath- 
ing, and they have no covering in the cold; 
they are wet with the ſhowers of the moun- 
tains, and embrace the rock for ſhelter ; 
men groan from out of the city, and theſoul of 
the wounded crieth out. Theſe men are the 
peſt of ſociety, and infinitely worſe than 
robbers upon the high roads : they rob, not 
from neceſſity, but from the inſolence of 
power and plenty! in the ſpirit of calm cru- 
ty, and determined villainy ! and, to com- 
plete their character, they rob oftentimes 
ren under the ſhew of friendſhip, with im- 
punity, and without remorſe: neither 
can you guard'againſt them; neither can you 
bring them to juſtice, when you are injured. 
And here the condition of the creditor 
z indeed deplorable: if the tradeſman be 
importunate for his money, he is ſure to 
diſoblige: if it be kept from him for a con- 
ſiderable time, he muſt of neceſſity be a great 
loſer ; becauſe he is deprived of the advan- 
tage of turning it in trade all that while. 
Whereas, 


/ 


it: nay, not only ſo, but if he lets it lie aboye 


| cipal. It is to be preſumed, that one reaſon 


debts, is, becauſe the trader cannot afford to 
let his money lie qut ſo long as to derive any 


how to call it in; ſince every one knows, 
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Whereas, if it had been paid him when i 
ought, he might reaſonably hope to haue 
doubled it before that day. And yet, as the 
caſe now ſtands, he has not the advantage of 
receiving ſo e as the common. intereſt fox 


a certain number of years, he loſes the prin. 


why the law allows no intereſt for book. 


advantage from it by way of intereſt ; for the 
intereſt of money is but a trifle, in compa- 
riſon of the advantages -it may turn to in 
trade; and therefore the law, to laytradeſmen 
under a neceſſity of calling in their money 
betimes, allows them no. intereſt for it, 
while it is out. But ſtill the difficulty remains, 


that the expences of a law-f. uit may very 
eaſily exceed the debt: and, at beſt, you muſt 
of neceſſity be a loſer, even by gaining your 
cauſe. If indeed the law, at the ſame time 
that it prohibited book-debts from bearing 
intereſt, had contrived ſome cheap and ealy: 
methgd of recovering thoſe debts, tradeſmen 


had been well dealt by: but to take away 
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the intereſt of their. debts, and the prin- 
cipal, after ſome years, and yet leave n 
no way of doing themſelves juſtice, but at 
the hazard, of their ruin, hath the appear- | 
ance of great. hardſhip. For, beſides the ex- 
ceſſive CXPENCE of law-ſuits, the ill- will that 
ſuch an attempt is ſure to draw upon the 
radeſman, is a weight which few men of 
that rank are able to bear. The man he 
des to law, with, and all his friends and 
kpendents are ſure to become his mortal 
708 from that moment. The debtor, 
ie, ſeems to think himſelf obliged 
to 5 the tradeſman, and blaſt his credit 
a much. as in him lies, to juſtify himſelf in 
uing him ſo ill ; and blaſting a tradeſman's 
edit, is the - way to ruin him at 
ence. It is finely obſerved of an excellent 
writer, That credit is to the tradeſman, 
what honour is to the gentleman : to a man 
that is truly ſuch, his-honour is as dear as 


bis life: to the trader, credit is as life it- 


elf; for he cannot live without it. Few of 
you would knowingly and deliberately in- 
ſolye yourſelves in the guilt of murder; and 
jet you effectually do this, when you blaſt 
the WI 1g of an honeſt dealer : for de- 

-1g *- _ 75: ©: famation 
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b is death to ſuch a one : his bread 
depends upon his credit, and if he be robheq 
of it, he muſt ſtarve ; and certainly, ſtabbing 
a man to the heart, is a much leſs cruelty 
than ſtarving him to death. Nay, you ar 
as cruel to your own honour, in this caſe 
as you are to the tradeſman's credit and life: 
for honour is a ſtrict and nice regard t 
every virtue in life, and more particularly t 
truth and juſtice. And therefore a man 
honour, that is neither true nor honeſt, is a 
contradiction in terms: a man that allows 
himſelf in any degree of fraud or falfhood, 
has actually degraded himſelf from his d- 
nity, and has no more title to the honour, 
than he has to the eſtate he has forfeited. 
But, ſuppoſe the tradeſman's reputation ſo 
well eſtabliſhed as to bear up againſt the load 
of calumny that is thrown upon him on 
theſe occaſions: ſuppoſe him able to bear the 
double burden of calumny, and a law-ſuit: 
yet what will all this avail him? The debtor 
is a peer, or a parliament-man, or protectec 
by thoſe that are: his perſon is ,privileged, 
and his eſtate ſettled ; and if neither of thee 
will do, he bids defiance to the very execu 


tion of the law; and you attempt it at the 
hazard 
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hazard of your life. Theſe are the difficul- 
tes that ſhopkeepers and men in buſineſs are 
forced to ſtruggle with, and too often fink: 
under: and if, in the number of ſo many 
had paymaſters as they have to deal with, 
ſme ſhould be fo far touched with compaſ- 
fon, or remorſe, as not only to diſcharge 
viat they owe, but likewiſe to pay intereſt 
for it, beyond the obligation of the law, this 
Freckoned an uncommon mark of liberality 
ud Chriſtian heroiſm ; whereas, in truth, a 
lealer that is kept out of his money a conſi- 
&rable time, hath no ſufficient reparation: 
made him by being paid both the principal 
and the intereſt, in the end; becauſe both 
together will be far from amounting to the 
profit he might reaſonably propoſe to have 
made by it in trade, all that time. For ſure 
10 man in his wits would run all the hazards 
ad troubles of trade, who could propoſe to 
make as much advantage by the common in- 
tereſt of money, as he might expect from 
fealing with it. And this is a new reaſon, 
Why men ſhould be careful to pay tradeſmen 
n time; becauſe though no accident ſhould 
linder you from paying them in the end, yet 
jour clearing off the original debt, together 

"IP 2 with 
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with the legal intereſt which that ſum ought 
to bear, is far from doing juſtice to the trade. 
man, for the damage he has ſuffered, in be. 
ing kept out of his money ſo long. So that, 
when you think you have made him ample 
amends for detaining what was due to him, 
you have in truth injured him. 
And thus I have endeavoured to lay be- 
fore. you the ſeveral evils that ariſe from 
running thoughtleſly into debt, and from 
delaying to pay when it is in our 
And yet this is a vice ſo univerſally pradicc 
and fo little thought of in the world, that. 
cannot quit the ſubject without making ſome 
application of what has been ſaid, to all or- 
ders and degrees of men that allow them- 
ſelves in it. 130% 
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Rom. xiii. Part of ver. 8. 


” . 
w_ > _— 


Owe no man any thing, but to love one 
another. 


N a former diſcourſe upon theſe words, 
I laid down the duty of paying debts, to- 
ether with the evils which attend the neglect 
of it, both as they regard the debtor, and as 
they regard the creditor, The evils to the 
debtor, of being impoſed upon either in the 
quantity or value of what they take up upon 
truſt ; and the great evil of making EXPENCE 
ealy, and, in conſequence of that, ruin inſen- 
ible, and inevitable. To the creditor, the 
delay of payment in due time, draws end- 
les inconveniencies and evils after it; loſs 
of time, and trade, and credit, and, in con- 
ſequence of theſe, inevitable, and, it may be, 
extenſive and complicated ruin. I now pro- 
ceed to make ſome application of what has 
been ſaid to all orders and degrees of men, 
© that 
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that allow nen in the violation ox 
neglect of this duty. And, firſt, Let me aſ 
the thoughtleſs ſpendthrift once again, What 


dan be the conſequence of his running i 


debt with all the world, but utter ruin both 
to himſelf and others? If the perſons you 
deal with are honeſt and indigent, how can 
you anſwer it to your humanity, to bring 
miſery and deſtruction upon the mot piti 
able and moſt deſerving part of the creation? 
Todeſtroy thoſe by your extravagance, which 
even cruelty and tyranny would be tender 
of ? What is moſt provoking, and indeed 
inſufferable upon this head, is, that thoſe 
who allow themſelves in this conduct, often 
paſs upon the world under the character of 
good-natured men ; and you ſhall often hear 
it ſaid of ſuch a one, That he is no-body' 
enemy, but his own. But the real truth is, 
that every vicious man, whatever he may be 
in his intentions, is, in effect, an enemy tothe 
ſociety he lives in; and more particularly a 
vicious good-nature is one of the cruellelt 
characters in life. It is kind only where it 
ought not: it is kind to every vice, and every 
villainy: it is indulgent to every thing but 
honeſty and innocence ; and thoſe it is ſure 

to 
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to ſacrifice where-ever it comes. A good- 
natured villain will ſurfeit a fot, and gorge a 
gutton; nay, will glut his horſes and his 
hounds with that food, for which the vend- 
ers are one day to ſtarve to death in a dun- 
eon: a good-natured monſter will be gay 
in the ſpoils of widows and orphans. Good- 
nature, ſeparated from virtue, is abſolutely 
the worſt quality and character in life; at 
kaſt if this be good-nature, to feed a dog, 
and to murder a man.——And therefore, if 
you have any pretence to good-nature, pay 
your debts; and in ſo doing cloathe thoſe - 
poor families that are now in rags for your 
finery : feed him that is ſtarving for the bread 
you eat ; and redeem him from miſery that 
rots in gaol, for the dainties on which you 
fared deliciouſly every day.—And ' beſides 
the good you will do to others by thoſe acts 
of honeſty, you will do infinite good to 
yourſelves by them. Paying of debts is, 
next to the Grace of Go, the beſt means in 
the world to deliver you from a thouſand 
temptations to fin and vanity. Pay your 
debts, and you will not have wherewithal 
to purchaſe a coſtly toy, or aipernicious plea- 
ſure —Pay your debts, and you will not 

V4 | have 
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have what to loſe to a villainous gameſter, 

Pay your debts, and you will not have where. 

withal to feed a number of uſeleſs horſes, or 

\ infectious harlots. In one word, Pay your 
x debts, and you will of neceſſity ah an from 
many fleſbiy luſts that war againſt the ſpirit, 

and bring you into captivity to fin, and can. 


not fail to end in your utter We both 
of ſoul and body. 


On the other hand, if the men you ted 
with, and are indebted to, are rich and wily, 
conſider they ſupply your extravagance with 
no other view but to undo you; as men 
pour water into a pump, to draw more from 
it. Conſider, they could not afford to truſt 
you, if they did not propoſe to make ex- 
ceſſive gain by you: and if you think at all, 
think what it is to loſe a fortune by folly; 
to purchaſe ſuperfluous and pernicious vani- 
ties, for a ſhort ſeaſon, at the hazard of want- 
ing neceſſaries for the tedious remainder of 
a miſ-ſpent life. Time, which ſweetens all 
| other afflictions, will perpetually ſharpen 
and inflame this: as the gayety and giddinels 
of youth go off, the wants of age will be- WW! 
come more ſharp, and more inconſolable, to. W 
the laſt day of your lives; and ſevere retlec- W: 
| tion 
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ton will double every calamity that befals 
you. And therefore the ſon of Sirach well 
adviſes, Ecclus. xviii. ver. 33. Be not made a 
teggar by banquett ng upon borrowing ; for 
thou ſhalt lie in wait for thy own li 1. — 

And again, the fame wiſe man moſt excel- 
ently obſerves, That he that buildeth his 
hmuſe with other mens money, is like one 


that gathereth himſelf flones for the tomb of 


— —— — — 4 _— 


——— 


rial: he erects a ſure monument, not 
„ah of his folly, but of his ruin: and the 
1 WM conſequence is the ſame from extravagance 
n We cvery kind; but with this difference; 
hat the ruin derived from wine and women, 
s the moſt dreadful of all others; as it in- 
;- Wolves you at once in the double diſtreſs of 
|, WY diſeaſe and want. Who amongſt you can 
(once bear the united racks of hunger, and 
i- nfection, and an evil conſcience ?- And yet 
t» bs is what you muſt feel, altho' it be what 
of u cannot bear; the torments of Hell anti- 
ill Wcipated ! to be deprived of every bleſſing, 
en and to be immerſed in miſery, _ | 
e Wl Thus much for the youthful Extravagant. 
x- In the next place, let me apply myſelf to the 
to. Man of Quality, that is guilty of this vice, 
c- {W:ltho' theſe are too often the ſame perſons. 
on 
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If ye will not conſider what ye owe ya 
creditors, and how to pay them, I beſeed 
you calmly to reflect and conſider, what yl 
owe to Vourſelves, to your Family, to ya 
Country, to your King. Was it for thi 
that ye were diſtinguiſhed above others d 
the ſame rank, only to be more eminent i 
infamy ? Was Nobility beſtowed. upon you 
anceſtors as a reward of virtue; and do yg 
uſe it only as a privilege for vice ? Is ſuperi 
Worth degenerated into ſuperior villain! 
If ye had any remains of modeſty, ye woul 
renounce the titles and the fortunes of you 
anceſtors, with the virtues that attained then 
Ye would bluſh to take place of a beggar 
that had virtue. Will ye yet pretend to he 
better men than others? when ye have 
nounced your humanity ; when ye are nc 
longer men, but monſters. It is not ex 
pected of you, that you ſhould perform adi 
of heroiſm and generoſity ; that you ſhould 
reward virtue, and ſupport merit in diſtrel 
Alas! theſe expectations are long ſince va 
niſhed, and ſeem only the boaſts of fabulo 
antiquity. But methinks it might ſtill be 
expected of you, that you ſhould do common 


juſtice : that you ſhould not be worſe than 
the 


% 
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e reſt of mankind, becauſe you think your- 
elves better; at leaſt expect to be called fo, 
nd treated as ſuch, Surely it might till 
x expected of you, that you ſhould pay your 
lebts, and keep your promiſes: and, in truth, 
e would not be void, either of dignity or 
ependents, if ye did even this. Mankind 
re already too much prejudiced in your fa- 
our; and would not fail to pay you ſuffi- 
nent regard and reverence, even if you did 
them no good, provided you did them no 
miſchief, But if ye expect to be eſteemed, 
dot only without generoſity, but even with- 
cut juſtice ; ye are indeed unreaſonable, and 
vill be ſure to be diſappointed, 

In the next place, Let me apply myſelf to 
the Wealthy and Covetous : theſe are, of all 
thers, the moſt inexcuſable, in not paying 
weir debts. Men that have made or im- 
proved their own fortune by induſtry, are 
utterly unpardonable in oppreſſing the in- 
luſtry of others: the leaſt that might be 
expected from increaſe of wealth, is to do 
ſtice with our abundance. This was the 
xpreſs direction of the prophet Eliſba in the 
"th ch. of 2 Kings: when he had miracu- 
ouſly increaſed the widow's oil, he com- 
manded 
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manded her firſt to pay her debts out of he 
abundance.— Go, faith he, /ell the oil, ap 
pay thy debt, and live thou and thy. chi 
dren of the reſt. And the reaſon of this 
evident; the money we owe is not ours; i 
is the property of other men, in our kee 
ing; and we have no more right to it, tha 
we have to the money in their pockets. / 
although we ſhould make no return to Gay 
for his bleſſings upon our induſtry, in aln 
and acts of goodneſs; ſurely the leaſt we cu 
do, is to do juſtice to men. What a dread 
ful reflection is it, to turn the bleſſings d 
Providence into a curſe to ourſelves, and: 
we have to deal with ! Men of this 
are in the condition of thoſe malignant in 
ſets, who fret and make ſores where-en 
they come, and then feed upon them: the 
thrive upon the miſeries of mankind; whi 
is abſolutely the moſt deteſtable c 
upon earth! and is, next to that of a fiend 
the very worſt and vileſt that can be ima 
gined : Moe unto him, faith the prophet Je 
remiah, that buildeth his houſe by un 
righteouſneſs, and his chambers by wrong: 
Fer. xxii. 13. Woe unto them, faith aid 
(ch. v. ver. 8.), that join houſe to houſe, thi 
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oy field to field, till there-be nd place, that 
they be placed alone in the midſt of , 
the eart living in that character of cru- 2% 
elty which | is beſt ſuited to a beaſt of prey; 

that ſcatters ruin and deſolation all around 

him. One would think the apoſtle's pre- 

cepts were reverſed to theſe men; and that 

they thought themſelves bound in conſcience 

to owe every man every thing in the world 

but love and good-will. And after all, to 

what purpoſe is all this oppreſſion, and ini- 

quity of avarice ? To heap up ill-got riches 

for a curſe upon themſelves and their poſte- 

nity, and leave a memory and a carcaſe 

equally odious and offenſive behind them. 

They are exalted for a little while, as it is 

inely expreſſed in the xxivth chapter of Fob; 

They are exalted for a little while, but are 

gone, and brought low : they are taken out 

of the way as all other ; and cut off, as the 

tips of the ears of corn. They are per- 

mitted, by the Divine Providence, to fill up 

at once the meaſure of their wealth and their 

niquity ; and as ſoon as ever they are ri pe 

for ruin, they are cut off in the fulneſs of 

their pride and fortune: and the wealth 

they have hoarded, is like the full ear of 


COrn; 
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corn; which, inſtead of being gather 
into the barn, is trampled under foot, an 
ſcattered over the face of the earth; and {MW 
becomes a prey to rooks, and ſwine, ay 
vermin. 1 
In the laſt place, Let me apply myſelf g 
Traders themſelves; and deſire them toreſe 
how they pay their own debts : I am afrai 
ſome of them very badly. I have heard af 
moſt wicked practice amongſt them, of py 
ing their journeymen and 'underlings 
goods: I call this, Wicked, becauſe if th 
goods are rated at the ſhop-price, the jou 
neyman is plainly defrauded ; fince he hat 
no allowance for the time and trouble le 
muſt take, and the hazard he muſt run i 
vending thoſe goods. And whereas he ha 
a right to ready money for his labour, . hall 
neceſſities now oblige him to ſell thoſe good 
at any price he can get, to the diſcredit d 
trade in general, and the real injury of thi 
very perſon, who laid him under a neceff 
of ſo doing; who muſt of neceſſity ſufferly 
having his goods ſold at an under-rate: ff 
that this practice is as ill- judged in the ſhop: 
keeper, and as weak with regard to his owl 
intereſt, as it is wicked with regard to hs 
poo 
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or underling. And indeed all bad pay- 
to thoſe they have to deal with, eſpe- 
ally the poorer ſort, is manifeſtly injurious 
men in buſineſs : for the clamour of bad 
ay, and the diſcredit that neceſſarily attends 
generally ſpeaking, begins there. And 


terefore Solomon's precepts, in Prov. iii. 

7, 28, ought always to be ſtrictly obſerved 
them, of all mankind :—#7th-hold not 
od from them to whom it is due, when 
is in the power of thine hand to do it. 

ay not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come 
gain, and to-morrow I will give, when thou 
/ t by thee. Altho' the men you deal 
rith do not know your wants, nor conſider 
jour labour, and loſs of time in ſeeking your 
ue; and are, conſequently, regardleſs of you 
nd your neceſſities ; yet you well know the 
rants of the poor people you deal with, and 
e injury you do them, in making them 
ole their time in attending upon you; and 
erefore you are utterly inexcuſable in not 


r VB: licving them from thoſe hardſhips, when 
Nou can do fo, barely by doing juſtice. How 
open you expect a bleſſing from Gop upon 


your own endeavours, when you are guilty 
of ſo much cruelty and injuſtice to others ; 
1 when 
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when you are guilty of fo much i 1njuſtice d 
the very men by whoſe labour ye are.ſy Þ 
ported A poor man, that oppreſſeth. the. þ 
(faith Solomon), is hike a 7 ſaveeprng. rain bb 
leaveth ne, Food, Prov. xxviii. 3. Nati 
hath formed us to compaſſionate the cal 
mities we endure; and therefore a poor ma 
ſhould as naturally expect aid and canſoly 
tion from his brethren in the ſame cond, 
tion, as the parched and impoveriſhed E. 
expects relief from the ſhowers of Heaven 
conſequently, when, inſtead of being aids 
he is oppreſſed by his brethren, and the 
little remains of his ſubſtance are torn fron 
him, he is then in the condition of the 
earth, ravaged and ruined by the very mea 
appointed by Providence to refreſh and 
make it fruitful; and all its ſeed, all the 
means and hopes bf a future harveſt, {wet 
away with its beſt mould. A poor may, 
that oppreſſeth the poor, is the cruellel 
monſter in nature; and it is the juſt judg- 
ment of Almighty Gop, that -w0ith wha 
meaſure you mete, it ſhould be meaſurii 


unto you again. He that doth wrong, ſaith 
the apoſtle, Col. iii. 25. ſhall receive far 


the wrong which he hath done; as be ball 
dane, 
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dine, it ſhall be done unto bim; his reward 
ſtall return upon his own head, | 

And therefore, my brethren, as ye expect 
mercy, and protection, and blefling, from 
Gop; do juſtice and judgment to all you 
have to deal with ; and be merciful after 
our power : for ,the righteous Lord loveth 
righteouſneſs ; and whatſoever good any man 
doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord. 
So that a man ſhall ſay, Verily, there is 
6 reward for the righteous ; Verily, there is 
Go that judgeth the earth. 
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Ro M. xiu. 3, 4. 


ur rulers are not à terror to good works, 
but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be 
afraid of the power ? Do that which 1s 
good, and thou ſhalt have” praiſe of the 
ſame: my | 
ow he is the miniſter of Gop to thee for 
good, But if thou doeft that which is evil, 
be afraid; for he beareth not the ſword in 
uain ; for he is the miniſter of Gov, an 
avenger to execute wrath upon him that 
doth evil, 


N theſe words St. Paul layeth down the 
duty and character of a good Ruler 
nd the ſum of what he faith is this. 


Firſt, That all Rulers are the Miniſters of 

Gop. 

decondly, That they are appointed by Him 
tor the good of Mankind. And, | 


* 
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Thirdly, As a conſequence from thi 
that the duty of their ſtation is to en 
courage and reward Tightcouſneſs, and 

puniſh iniquity. 

And, Firſt, Rulers | are the Miniſters, 

Gop. '0 
* Whoever cc the great wiſda 
we goodneſs of Gop.in the creation of tie 
world, will find all the parts of it moſt x 
mirably diſpoſed, and perfectly fitted forthe 
good and happineſs of all his creatures, A 
whereas all the other creatures were forms 
for the uſe of 'man, and anſwer that endi 
proportion to their health and ſtrenght 
therefore man is not only indebted to G0 
for the immediate excellence of his om 
_ conſtitution, but alſo for the ſtrength an 
health of the inferior creatures made {ul 
ſervient to him. But foraſmuch as th 
health and ftrength of the creatures woll 
be of no uſe to mankind, without the a 
vantage of their own mutual aid (becaul 
they could not fingly ſubdue them to thet 
ſervice), or, if they were, would conſtitut 
but à ſmall part of their happineſs, col 
pared with the bleſſings of ſociety; the 
fore Sas Almighty, in willing the happs 
nel 


1 
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ties of his creatures, principally willed their 
 cl-iiving in ſociety, and in a friendly inter- 
ourſe of ſocial virtue. 

And foraſmuch as man is not only fitted 
o advantage his fellow-creatures in ſociety, 
ut likewiſe to diſquiet and annoy them; 
and is, from the variety and violence of his 
paſſions, too often tempted ſo to do; there- 
dre Gop, in willing the happineſs of man- 
kind in ſociety, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed 
owill the reſtraint of ſuch unruly paſſions, 
s would, if unreſtrained, inevitably over- 
ow and deſtroy all that happineſs : for he 
that willeth the end, muſt always be ſup- 
poſed to will all honeſt and * means 
neceſſary to that end. 

Now foraſmuch as the paſſions and per- 
verſe humours of men are no otherwiſe to 
be reſtrained but by eſtabliſhing a coercive 
power over them; that is, by veſting an 
authority in ſome one or more perſons, to 
correct and repreſs the enormity of ſuch 
paſſions and inclinations; therefore it was 
neceffary, to the well-being of ſociety, that 
Gop Almighty ſhould veſt ſome perſons 
with — and power, to reſtrain the 

T 4 unruly 
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unruly wills and paſſions of men, by prope 
degrees of puniſhment and terror. 
From hence it appeareth, that all govern- 
ment and authority of men over others in 
ſociety, is from'Gop, and that all rulers ax 
his miniſters; agreeably to thoſe paſlages in 
Scripture, where Gop is called 'King 9 
kings,, and Lord of lords, and, the: mh 
 Potentate; plainly implying, that Goy 
hath the ſame rule and authority over al 
ſupreme earthly powers, that they have om 
their inferior miniſters: and,-conſequently, x 
inferior miniſters are by the appointment d 
thoſe in authority over them ; kings, and 
princes, and rulers, of all denominations 
are by the appointment of Almighty Gon 
and are, in the words of the apoſtle, tl 
miniſters of Gop:—— which was the fir 


thing to be proved. 
The next propoſition laid do from the 
text, is this, That all Rulers are appointed 


by Gop for the good of Mankind, And 
altho' this be a plain conſequence from thei 
being the miniſters of Gop, who alway 
willeth the happineſs and well-being of hus 
creatures; yet will it not be amiſs to illv- 
' ſtrats 


+ 


£2 


— 2. K S. 8B 8&5 =oS. cm Qn4X ace 55S TT. 


der. 14. to their Subjefis. 28 


rate this point a little more clearly and 
ully. | 128 
The duty of doing good is ſo plainly at 
nce the inſtinct of nature, and dictate of 
caſon, as well as the direction of religion, 
hat moraliſts are now perfectly agreed in it; 
nd vouch with one voice, that love and be- 
evolence are the fundamental principles 
at ſhould govern and conduct our lives; 
nd that all the laws of nature, as far as they 
ſeſpect ſociety, are reducible to this one; vi. 
hat every man living do all poſſible good 
ffices to every other, as far as in him lieth.. 
And as this duty is of univerſal extent, 
becauſe every man living is in ſome ſort fitted 
or it; ſo is it mote eminently. incumbent 
upon thoſe whom God hath bleſſed with 
greater abilities, and better opportunities, 


rr the diſcharge of it. Hence it is, that we 


he 
ed 
nd 
eit 
N 
his 
lu- 
ale 


ind the charge of doing good more parti- 
cularly directed to the rich: Charge them 
that are rich in this world (faith the apoſtle) 
that they do good ; that they be rich in good 
wrks, And foraſmuch as men in autho- 
ity, and high ſtation, have, from the nature 
and condition of thoſe ſtations, greater mea- 
lures of wealth and affluence devolved upon 

them, 
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them, proportioned to their power; there 


fore the charge to the rich more eminex 
reſpecteth the great and powerful of mu 
kind. 

Add to this, that they can do ten thouſm 
good offices at a much cheaper and eaſe 
rate than others. They can often do gol 
without any expence, and almoſt withay 
any trouble, merely from the influence q 
their power, and their example. | 

And as they are more able to do goal 
than other men, ſo are they alſo more d. 
liged : it is their immediate and.dire duty; 
and they are ſupported by the public fa 
theſe very ends: for the adminiftration q 
juſtice, and every other virtue that reſpet: 
eth the well-being of ſociety: for, For thi 
cauſe pay you tribute alſo (ſaith the apoſtle) 
for they are Gob's miniſters, attending conti 
nually on this very thing. 

All conditions of life are honourable 
proportion to their uſefulneſs to mankind; 
and for this reaſon governors are more bo 
nourable than other men, becauſe goo 
governors are more uſeful ; are benefaQor 
to greater numbers of mankind. It is thy 


fingle conſideration that intitleth them 1 
higher 
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higher degrees of veneration and obſervance. 
and indeed it would be ill conſiſtent either 
with the wiſdom or goodneſs of Gop, to 
beſtow ſuch diſtinguiſhing advantages upon 
the governors of mankind, for any lower 
or leſs worthy purpoſes. To imagine, that 
Gop ſendeth great men into the world, like 
the Leviathan into the ſea, to ſport and take 
their paſtime therein; to abuſe their power 
and affluence to tyranny and oppreſſion, to 
luxury and exceſs, and to the lawleſs gratifi- 
cation of their unruly appetites and paſſions; 
were equally impious and abſurd. _ 

Why Haste thou thyſelf, thou tyrant, 
that thou canſt do miſchief, whereas the 
grdneſs of Gor endureth yet daily ? This 
is the juſteſt reproach upon tyranny, that 
erer was penned. The buſineſs of a good 
ruler is to imitate the goodneſs and the ju- 
tice of Gop. A tyrant reverſeth this noble 
character, and employeth all that power to 
the vileſt and the worſt ends, which were 
given him by Almighty God for the nobleſt, 
and the beſt. 

And therefore the great and diſtinguiſh- 
ng advantage that men derive from their 
ſuperior power, and honour, and affluence, 

4 18 
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is in reality this, and this only; That ther 
abilities to do good are inlarged; that noy 
their power beareth ſome proportion to the 
benevolence of a good mind; their high ſu 
tion enableth them to ſee, and to relieve, the 
neceſſities of all around them. A Fetiu 
God-like advantage! 

When God exalteth one man abou: 40- 
other, it is for the ſame reaſon that he exalt 
eth the mountains above the level lands 
Great men are the rifing grounds; they are 
the eminences of the earth, which more im. 
mediately, and in greater abundance, receive 
the dew of Heaven: but then let them re- 
member, they receive it, not to retain it al 
to themſelves, but rather to conyey. it thence 
to more advantage, to refreſh the humble 
| valleys, and the * earth b 
them. 

But farther—Rulers are not only to do 
good by the exerciſe of their power; but alſo 
by the influence of their example, 
The whole world is ſwayed by example; 
and is cither reformed, or ruined by it, ac- 
cording as it is good, or evil. Families natu- 
rally fall into an imitation of their Fathers: 
armies are ſwayed by the example of their 
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Cptains ; and nations by the example of 
heir Governors. Regis ad exemplum, is an 
ad and known obſervation: their practice 
; a filent precept, and oftentimes more 
powerful than their avowed and open com- 
mands ; and for this plain reafon, Their 
public orders are often the directions of 
policy, and ſometimes very oppoſite to their 
private inclinations; and therefore a prudent 
man will not always care to be too ſtri&t 
nd rigid an obſerver of them; . becauſe he 
well knowetly, fuch an officiouſneſs may be 
fatal to him: but their example is a ſure 
guide; what they practiſe, they certainly 
zpprove of, otherwiſe they would not do it; 
for who will ſay unto them, What doeft thou ? 
And as their example is of great importance 
in every inſtance that reſpecteth the peace 
and well-being of fociety, it is, for that rea- 
ſon, of the laſt conſequence in the concerns 
of religion, upon which the peace and well- 
being of ſociety ſo mainly and fo evidently 
depend : infomuch that they who have been 
hardy enough to diſclaim the advantages of 
religion upon other accounts, have not 
ſcrupled to ſubſcribe to them upon this: 
and therefore the care of religion hath al- 
ways 
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ways been accounted a principal and moſ 
important duty of governors, by all that ha 
ever treated that ſubject with any tolerable 
maſtery. And foraſmuch as all religion de- 
pendeth upon the regularity, the Purity, and 
excellence, of the public worſhip of Goy; 
and theſe, again, upon the adminiſtration of 
an orderly, a learned, and religious mini. 
ſtry; neither ſwelled with arrogance, from 
exceſs, nor; ſunk to ſervility and ignorance, 
from penury; the ſupport of ſuch a miniſtry 
in their temporal, their civil, their legal, 
their religious, their divine, their immemo- 
rial, their neceſſary rights, I will venture;to 
fay, is the nobleſt and moſt beneficent office 
of the nobleſt and moſt beneficent employ- 
ment under Heaven. And if this be true 
with reſpe& to rulers in general, it is cer- 
tainly more peculiarly fo, with regard to 
thoſe rulers, and their repreſentatives, whom 
the Providence of Gop hath placed at the 
head of the pureſt Chriſtian Church; and who 
pride themſelves upon the glorious and di- 
ſtinguiſhing titles of Defenders of the Faith. 
And that it is ſtrictly true of all Rulers upon 
earth, needs little ſagacity to diſcern, or in- 
genuity to acknowlege ; foraſmuch as a very 
moderate 
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moderate, portion of humility and good un- 
derſtanding will enable the mightieſt of 
mortals to ſeg the manifeſt, the neceflary 
dependence of all human affairs, upon the 
council and direction of his all-wiſe and 
wht Providence, who vifiteth the earth, 

and bleſſeth it, and maketh; it plenteous : 
why putteth down... one, and ſetteth up an- 
uber; and at his pleaſure powureth contempt 
upon princes | Who commandeth the ſun, and 
it riſeth not, and ſealeth up the ftars :. who 
alme ftilleth the raging of the ſea, and the 
miſe of lis waves, and the madneſs f the 
A OE 
And thus much in proof of the ſecond 
propoſition laid down from my text; That 
rulers are appointed by Go, for the good 
of mankind. d. 

I proceed to the conſequence deduced 
tom this propeſition; viz. That the duty 
of their ſtation is to encourage and reward 
Righteouſneſs, and puniſh Iniquity. © = 

And, firſt, It is the duty of a good go- 
vernor, to encourage and reward Righteouſ- 
nels; that is, every thing that is virtuous and 
pruſe-worthy in life: they ſhould regard that 
precept of the prophet, as ' peculiarly di- 

rected 
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rected to them; Say ye to the righteous, tht 
it ſhall be wwell with him. © 
Such is the nature of man, that he dal 
not only need to be with-held from doing 
evil, but to be encouraged to do well. Fg 
as he is a being capable of doing much mit. 
Chief to hisfellows in ſociety, ſo is helike. 
wiſe as capable of doing great good, altho 
not always fo rightly inclined : and there. 
fore one great duty and end of government 
is, to cultivate the good diſpoſitions of men, 
and invite them, by proper rewards, to exert 
the beneficence of their nature to the gl 
of God, and the good of their ſpecies.” And 
this is ſurely a great and a God - like employ. 
ment ! It is here, that rulers are indeed the 
— miniſters of Gop, when they are employed 
in promoting virtue, and piety,” and the arts 
of life; in diffuſing peace, and joy, and hap- 
pineſs, all around them! And as this is a duty 
they owe to Gop and the world, it is alſo a 
duty which their own neareſt intereſt ex- 
acteth from them; foraſmuch as the felicity 
of the ruler is inſeparable from that of the 
* to his care; and muſt 
eternally riſe and fall with it. Beſides, that 


ſuch an employment as this, inlargeth 
| mans 
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man's capacity of happineſs: for no man is 


2s happy as he might be, that hath not the 
power and the pleaſure of making others ſo. 
And this ſingle confideration demonſtrates 
Gon to be the happieſt of Beings, merely 
becauſe he is the beſt: and ſo, after him, they 
that are next in goodneſs, muſt be next alſo 
n beatitude. 


From hence it Flloweth, that the Wy 
ton of a wiſe and a good governor, preſide- 
ng over a peaceful, a dutiful, and a well- 
liſpoſed people, is the happieſt condition of 
mortality. And on the other hand, ſuch a 
people have a juſt title to happineſs under 
ſuch a ruler; and to be protected in all their 
religious and civil rights; for that is the rea- 
ſon and end of his authority. Nor is the 
Character of any people, in point of duty and 
byalty, to be impeached by any ſuppoſed 
miſconduct of particular perſons in particu- 
kr points, either of doubtful or difficult de- 
termination, or where a ſtrong bias of intereſt ' 
may too eaſily miſlead men, otherwiſe ho- 
teſt, dutiful, and loyal. 

Nay, every ſingle ſubject of that character 
hath a right to all thoſe advantages, at the 
lands of his governor, to which his merits 

U intitle 
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intitle him: for he that ruleth over nen, 
ſhould” be juſt, ruling in the fear of Gop, 
This, David aſſureth us, was the direction 
he himſelf received from the mouth of Goy, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 3. The God of Iſrael ſaid, th 
Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me, He that" rule 
over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the fer 
of God; and juſtice, we know, giveth every 
one his dt. Nay, this is a claim which the 
ruler's own felicity will exact from him, as 
well as his virtue and wifdom. He will be 
ſolicitous to ſearch out, and to reward virtue 
and merit of every kind; not only becauſe 
it is his duty, but becauſe it is one of the 
nobleſt and happieſt employments that agood 
mind can be engaged in; and becauſe the 
well-being of the community (which is in- 
ſeparable from his own) is greatly concerned 
in ſo doing. 


It is a denunciation of uncommon cals- 
mity, when Gop pronounceth upon li 
people, by the prophet 1/aiah, that he wil 
grve children to be their princes, and babe 
ſhall rule ber them. And whether rulen 
are ſo in years, in underſtanding, or in ne- 
glect of their duty, the calamity 1 is equal 


And one apparent reaſon why it is ſo (befides 
thei 
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their ſeeing, and hearing, and acting by 
other mens organs), is, becauſe in that con- 
lition they are incapable of diſcerning the 
merits of men, and giving them their due 
rewards and diſtinctions, upon which the 
rational felicity, glory, and intereſt, will 
ternally depend. 

It is related of Azefilaus, that he bore the 
ults of private perſons with great gentle- 
neſs, as being of little confequence ; but 
thoſe of princes he conſidered as of mighty 
moment : particularly, ſloth and negligence 
he regarded as moſt unbecoming that cha- 
ntter, to which, in his judgment, apper- 
lined the practice of every thing that was 
beautiful and beneficent. 

When the righteous are m authority 
(th Solomon), the people rejoice ; but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the people 
nurn. And it is ſurely a circumſtance of 
common felicity, when the Providence of 
Gop placeth a wiſe and a righteous ruler at 
lie head of power: for who ſo able to 
lulain that high character with dignity to 
lumſelf, and felicity to mankind, as one 
Waoſe mind is improved and inlarged, is 
enducted and confirmed by principles of 
U 2 right 
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right reaſon, religion, and virtue? "as ole 
whoſe innate dignity ſetteth him above & 
vile or ſelfiſh views; above mean and mer 
cenary meaſures? as one whoſe integrity d 
heart will take no bias from partiality, par 
or ſycophant calumny; diſdaining every i 
fluence but thoſe of truth, un e 
ſcious virtue? 
Blut farther; A good ruler * 

encourage and reward Righteouſneſs, butall 
to diſcountenance rn and fa 
quity. 
A wiſe governor well knoweth, that 
advantage, every undue diſtinction, beſtowet 
upon a worthleſs, a wicked, or unmeriting": 
man, is ſo much placed to the ſcore of hy 
Ignorance, or iniquity, that beſtowed i 
and therefore he, of all others, will be ſ 
licitous to ſupport that part of a righteouggn 
man's character, in P/al. xv. in ul 
eyes a. vile perfon is contemned. And uy 
he will be careful in this point for his om 
honour, ſo likewiſe for his people's happ 
neſs : The ungodly, ſaith the pſalmiſt, wi 
on every fide; when they are exalted, ti 
children of men are put to rebuke. II 
worſt men are ſometimes the beſt courtiers 
dextrou 
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lextrous in their addreſs, and _ ſupple 
nd ſubtil in their ſolicitations : but when 
they ſucceed, the public ſuffereth ; when 
they are exalted, the children of men are put 
6 rebuke ; and therefore a good ruler wall wy 
arcful not to exalt any ſuch. 


But this is not all. He muſt not only diſ- 
countenance iniquity ; but he muſt puniſh 
. And altho the buſineſs of puniſhment 
te the duty, of all others, leaſt agreeable to a 
pod and humane diſpoſition, yet mult it 
tk executed, and that too, with due ſeve- 
ity: ſuch a ſeverity, as may make the pain 
if offending againſt the peace of ſociety al- 
mys exceed any pleaſure, or profit, or ad- 
rantage, ariſing from it. Anda good go- 
nor hath always thisconſolation in the diſ- 
charge of ſo diſagreeable a duty, that altho' 
me ſuffereth, numbers are protected and 
relieved : he hath always the ſame noble 
wnfideration to ſupport him in that irkſome 
office, which the orator pleaded for the pro- 
kcution of Verres; that altho' one man was 
xcuſed, a nation was defended : and there- 
bre, as nothing would be more unworthy 
lhe character of a good Ruler, than to ſuffer 
y part of his people to become a prey to 
U 3 fraud, 


. 
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fraud, or oppreſſion, or violence; ſo is they 
nothing in which he can aſſert his chatade 
with more honour, than in relieving, pr 
tecting, and preſerving, —A. Ruler is f 
Shepherd of his people; and he is truly and 
gloriouſly in that character, when he is en 
ployed in reſcuing and defending his flock: 
a good Ruler ſhould delight to be ſeen.inthe 
ſame. light in which David ſhewed himk 
when he was examined by Saul, in 86 
xvii. Thy ſervant kept his father's ſheep, a 
there came a lien and à bear, and tk; 
lamb out of the flock : and I vent aut aft 
him, and ſmote him, and delivered it a 
of bis mouth; and when he aroſe up again 
me, I caught him by his beard, and fmt 
him, and flew bim: thy ſervant flew bu 
the lion and the bear. And, no doubt, thi 
noble and generous ſpirit of ſubduing op- 
preſſion, and protecting innocence, was on 
reaſon why the Providence of Gop'took him 
from the ſheep-folds, removed him from ful 
lowing the ewes great with young, that bt 
might feed Jacub his people, and fuel tn 
inheritance, Nor did David belye thele 
early promiſes of good government, theſe 
noble earneſts of a princely genius: for 
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rad, that he did indeed feed his people avith 
6 faithful and a true heart, and ruled them 
grudently with all his power. 

And as David is an example of a wiſe 
and a good governor, - Fob is yet a more per- 
k& pattern in every inſtance of juſtice, 
mercy, and protection, due to a dutiful peo- 
ple. When the ear heard me, ſaith he, 
then it bleſſed me; and when the eye ſaw 
ne, then it gave witneſs to me: becauſe I 
delivered the poer that cried, and the fa- 
therleſs, and him that had none to help 
kim, the bleſſing of him that was ready to 
feriſh came upon me, and I cauſed the wi- 
dew's heart to fing for joy. I put on 
ngbteouſneſs, and it cloathed me; my judg- 
ment, was a robe and à diadem : I was eyes 
th the blind, and feet was 1 to the lame: 
I was a father to the poor, and the cauſe 
I knew not, I ſearched out. I brake the jaws 
of the wicked, and plucked the ſpoil out of 
bis teeth, Theſe were ob's comforts! The 
relief he adminiſtred to others in the time 
of his power and proſperity, were his own 
preateſt relief in the days of his affliction. 
He well knew, that 4 Ruler beareth not the 
fword of juftice in vain : that he is the 
U 4 Mini- 
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Miniſter of God, to relieve the afflicted and 
the oppreſſed ; and not only ſo, but 79 er 
cute wrath upon every ſoul that doth eu. 


And thus I have gone through the ſever 
parts of a good Ruler's duty and character 
Firſt, I ſhewed you, that he was the Mini 
of God ;—the proudeſt title that mattalit 
can boaſt! and yet this title is {till more 
ennobled, from the ſecond conſideration lid 
down from my text, — That he is the Min. 
flier of Gop, for the good of mankind; Thi 
is the great end of government: and Tim 
Veſpaſian had a true notion of it, when he 
cried out, My friends, I have not reignel 
to-day; for I have done no good *. He 
knew, that to be a Ruler, was to be a bene- 
factor to mankind; and therefore, when he 
ceaſed to do good, he ceaſed to goyem 
And, beyond all controverſy, it is this ſpirit 
of beneficence which hath always given dig- 
nity, which hath often given divinity, tothe 
greateſt characters of antiquity. And it i 


*I chuſe to report it thus after Themi/tius (Orat. 6. 
Paris edition, p. 80.) not only becauſe this ſentiments 
more to my preſent purpoſe, but becauſe it is much mot 
noble and worthy a great prince, than that reported d 
him by Suetonius. 


The ſame ſaying is alfo reported of Alexander tha Gru. 


in 
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n this light, that Chriſtianity hath repre- 


ented the Bleſſed Saviour of the world; 
whoſe glory is ſummed up in that ſhort ac- 
count of him,. bo went about doing 


gd. This was the employment that diſtin- 


guiſned and ennobled the W even of 
the Son of Gop, | 


But of all the ways whereby men in power 
may be benefaQtors to mankind, that of in- 
fuencing them to goodneſs by their example, 
it is in its own nature the moſt lovely, fo 
it is the eaſieſt in the practice, and the moſt 
inexcuſable in the negle&t.— A good life is 
a ſtrong, a living, and almoſt an irreſiſtible 
exhortation to goodneſs: its native beauty 
attracteth the love and admiration of all 
that behold it : and what men admire, they 
imitate. 

The King that governeth his kingdom 
vtuouſly and juſtly (faith the great Chi- 
neſe Philoſopher *), is like the North-ſtar, 
which, being * fixed ſel, is the rule the 90 
90 by. 

Good men in power are lights ſet up on 
high: they are beacons to direct men in this 


* See Navarett's account of Chino, in Churcbill's 
colleticn, vol. 1. p. 119. 


turbu- 
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turbulent and ſhelvy ſea of life. And, ſurely, 
there cannot be a more lovely, there cannot 
be ſo lovely an office in life, as to direct ty 
virtue and truth, to conduct to temporal and 
eternal happineſs !+ Captain of our ſalvatim, 
was the moſt glorious title that unn con- 
ferred upon the Son of Gop. | 

In the laſt place I told you, that the 45 
of a good governor was not only to en. 
courage to goodneſs, and to reward rigb. 
teouſneſs, but likewiſe to diſcountenance 
demerit, and puniſh iniquity. And alth# 
this be in appearance the leaſt amiable part 
of the Ruler's duty; yet, when we confider 
that the end of this ſeverity is the ſafety and 
well-being of ſociety (for the puniſhment 
of a few is the preſervation of multitudes), 
we-ſhall find, that a righteous Ruler is, in 
this reſpect, acting in the character of a 
guardian Angel, whoſe buſineſs is to relieve, 
and protect, and preſerve: and in ſo doing 
to diffuſe joy, and health, and happinels 
all around him. Theſe were the God. like 
diſpoſitions that made Titus the delight of 
mankind; that made David worthy ot 
empire; that exalted the man after Gop's 
OWN 
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own heart into the character of Gop's Mi- 
nifter. Theſe were the reflections that ſup- 
ported Fob under all the weight of his 
afflictions: theſe were his robe, and his 
diadem, when he was ftript of authority and 
of honour : this was his glory; when all the 
grandeur of the world had forſaken him. — 
Was this the glory of Job? It is the glory 
of the Great Gop of Heaven! For what is 
there more glorious, —what is there ſo glo- 
rious, even in the exerciſe of Omnipotence, 
2 the protection and preſervation of the 
univerſe? as the communication and conti- 
nuance of life and happineſs to that infinity 
of beings which he hath created to ſhare 
in his felicity? As if Gop could not be in- 
finitely 4 unleſs that happineſs were 
infinitely diffuſed. It is no wonder, then, 
if theſe are the offices with which the Al- 
mighty is peculiarly pleaſed, as being the 
nobleſt imitations, and moſt lovely tran- 
ſeripts of his own adorable perfections; ſuch 
as will beſt reſemble men to the Divinity in 
this world ; and make them happy with him 
to all eternity in the next. « 


This 
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This happineſs, He, of his infinite good. 
neſs, vouchſafe to all thoſe «who by: yy. 
tient continuance in well-doing ſeek fy 
glory, and bonour, and immortality, 
through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus Chaisr. Amen. 


y 
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SERMON XV. 
THE 
Mutual Duty of Princes and People: 


Preached on the Anniverſary of the 
Martyrdom of King CrarLes I. 


PRov. xxv. 4, 5. 28 
Take away the droſs from the filver, an 
there ſhall come forth a veſſel for the finer. 
Take away the wicked from before the King, 


and his Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righ- 
teouſneſs. 


T may be ſaid of this collection of Pro- 
verbs, that it is a ſyſtem of Solomon's 
moral wiſdom; containing, according to 
the common diviſion of the Schools, his 
Ethics, Oeconomics, and Politics. And as 
they ſeem principally written for the uſe 
of his ſon, who was to ſucceed him in his 
throne, it is no wonder to find them abound 
with many precepts and obſervations of ſin- 
gular excellence, and infinite importance to 
Princes : ſuch as thoſe, in particular, that ad- 
moniſh him to deteſt and diſcountenance 
flattery, falſhood, bribery, oppreſſion, cruelty, 


and 
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and corruption of eyery kind : and, on the 
other hand, admoniſh and exhort him t 
give all poſſible countenance and encourage. 
ment to truth, integrity, and wiſdom; ty 
guard againſt the power of his own paſſions; 
to be patient of monition and reproof; and, 
above all, to found his dominion in jultice, 
Of theſe excellent precepts, it were to be 
wiſhed, that the following divine ſentences 
were deeply engraven on the crowns, on the 
thrones, and in the hearts of Princes. 
As an ear-ring F gold, and an ornament 
of fine gold, ſo is a wiſe reprover 7 an 


cbedient ear. 

The Prince that wanteth under fant 
alſe a great oppreſſor ; but be that bateth a. 
wetouſneſs ſhall prolong his days. 

Take away the droſs from the filver, aui 
there ſhall come ferth a veſſel for the finer, 
Take away the wicked from before the King, 
and his throne Hh all be eſtabliſhed in righe 
teouſneſs. 

Corruption and iniquity are in empires 
what droſs is in nobler metals; they debaſe, 
and make them brittle. A mixture of drols 
in ſilver, ſinks its value and its beauty; makes 
it frail, and leſs fit for uſe : it will neither 


bear 
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tear the hammer, nor the fire; nor can you 
mold it into any thing excellent: let the 
droſs be removed, and the parts immediately 
recover a better coherence and ſtability; 
ind the whole, a new beauty, and a higher 
nlue. | 
Corruption mixes itſelf with empires, as 
naturally as droſs doth with metals : and as 
naturally robs the parts of their due cohe- 
rence and ſtability ; and debaſes and depre- 
cates the whole: it finks the eſtimation and 
credit of a kingdom, and a crown, in the 
eyes of all that behold it; makes it frail, and 
ufit for the purpoſes for which it was in- 
tended : it can neither bear trials nor attacks 
from without, nor heats and commotions ' 
tom within: remove this corruption from 
t (which requires the higheſt {kill of the 
iner), it quickly acquires a new luſtre, be- 
comes more ſolid, coherent, and ſtable ; 
nles at once in eſtimation and intrinſic value: 
none word, it is then rightly fitted to anſwer 
ts nobleſt ends and uſes. 
From the words thus explained, I ſhall firſt 
ly down theſe plain points of doctrine : 
I, That all permanent power muſt be 
tounded in Juſtice; and that, in order to 
I effect 
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6 
effect this, all perſons in power mug; 
carefully guard againſt the aalen a 
evil adviſers. to 


II. Iwill apply, in the beſt 3 
theſe obſervations to ſome few of thok 
tranſactions, which occaſioned the fad 
ſolemnity of this memorable day. 

And, laſtly, From the great miſcondu&d 
many men in thoſe times, and the ab X 

minable corruption of others, I. 
make and apply the moſt uſeful obſe 
tions and inferences I can, to the perſons 
and characters of the preſent times. 


And, firſt, All power that would be ſtabl 
and laſting, muſt be founded in Juſtice, 

And this propoſition holds equally true 

all power whatſoever ; whether arifing from 
public authority, or private property, 
ſuppoſed merit of any kind: becauſe juſtice 
is the only ſolid and permanent foundation 
of all. It is the foundation upon which al 
ſocieties are built; and the great cement that 
keeps all the parts of them together: in 
which not only Princes, Rulers, Judges, and 
other Miniſters of juſtice, but likewiſe every 


private man, are in ſome meaſure, gu- 
dians 
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dans of every man's property; and every 
fngle act of injuſtice is, in reality, injurious 
to the whole; is a violence, and an inſult, 
won the public peace ; and is, beſides this, 
n indignity and offence againſt Gop, the 
neat guardian and governor of the world. 
Wicked counſels and devices may, indeed, 
kcceed for a while; but to imagine, that they 
ſhall hold out always, that they ſhall prevail 
ſteadily, and permanently, againſt the eſta- 
liſhed order and conſtitution of things, 
giinſt the natural and joint intereſts of man- 
kind, and againſt the ſuperintending power, 
iſdom, and juſtice of Gop, is juſt as weak, 
if a man ſhould imagine, that he could by 
pirate artifice ſuſpend the great law of gra- 
tation, and hinder bodies from tending to 
heir natural centres; becauſe he finds he 
an for a time obſtruct the one in its imme- 
late and apparent effects, and interrupt the 
ter in their natural progreſs. In one word, 
be imagination is as wild, and as weak, as 
1s wicked. | 
lf then power can be permanently founded 
n nothing but juſtice, it is a clear and ſelf- 
dent conſequence, that all perſons in 
power ſhould guard againſt the influence of 
X evil 
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evil adviſers ; foraſmuch as all ſuch naturally 
tend to pervert and warp them from theway 
of juſtice, and, conſequently, to ſap the an 
folid foundation upon which chan rann 5 
built. 

To apply this to the purpoſe before; us: 

The King of England is the guardian 9 

the liberty and rights, religious and civil, d 
his people. This is his true character, ant 
the only foundation of his power; and 
was rightly and judiciouſly obſerved by 
great miniſter of a neighbour nation, that; 
King of England, who will be the many 
his people (that is, will be a true guardia 
of their rights and liberties), ig @ gred 
Prince ; but if he will be en he it m 
thing. 

In this ſituation, he hath all than 000 
that a good man ſhould take, or a wiſe ma 
wiſh ; a power to do juſtice, to defend right 
and to repreſs wrong; that is, in one wort 
a power to make his people happy. Should? 
guardian Angel with for more? and ſhould 
frail and fallen man be truſted or temptet 
with more ? 

If ever there was a Prince upon the Ei 
throne, that ſhould or could (with _ 


4 
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the fundamental rights and privileges of his 
people, and true intereſt of his country) be 
ruſted with more, King Charles the Firſt 
(of bleſſed memory) was apparently that 
man: a Prince of more perſonal virtues, 
than perhaps any one Prince recorded in hi- 
ſtory ; and all thoſe virtues founded upon 
teir only ſure and ſolid baſis true religion, 
and the fear of Goo. He was valiant, tem- 
perate, juſt ; a true lover of his people, com- 
paſſionate of their errors and misfortunes, 
nd religiouſly tender of their well-being. 
I his private life, equally exemplary in filial 
piety, in paternal affection, and in conjugal 
hdelity : a lover and encourager of all po- 
ite arts; not from humour, vanity, of 
kſhion, but a true taſte and knowlege of 
heir excellence: ſtatuary, architecture, paint- 
g, and the ſcience of medals, flouriſhed 
der him: a lover and patron of learning, 
ad a great example and encourager of reli- 
yon, which he equally underſtood; and 
raftiſed in its purity ; and well knew how 
o defend againſt all its adverſaries, and died 
kfending it: and as he was (under Gop) 
8 great ſtay, it is no wonder that it fell with 
Wn, Surely of ſuch a Prince (humanly 
X 2 _ judging - 
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judging and ſpeaking) it may with g 
propriety be ſaid, that Gop gave bmg 
mercy, and took him away in his indi 


nation. 


It was the misfortune of this excellent 
nin, and unhappy Prince, whoſe charade 
I have now given, and whoſe cruel murde 
we this day deprecate and deplore, to b 
bred under maxims of government ill ſuite 
to the genius of his people; and miſle 
(through the equal influence, corruptior 
and treachery of his miniſters) by counſels 
an evil tendency, to ſuffer the beginning 
his reign to be blemiſhed with a conduct i 
befitting his true character: many meaſure 
were entered upon, which can in no wi 
be juſtified ; and, I truſt in God, will nen 
be attempted to be juſtified from this plac 
He was himſelf early ſenſible of them, au 
upon conviction, granted his people's petiti 
of right; whereupon all things ſeemed 
promiſe a fair proſpect of union and hap 
neſs : but the ſubſequent ill conduct of on 
of the King's miniſters, the diſtruſt creatt 
by a Popiſb counſellor in his boſom, by illeg 
aids and loans chearfully given by P 
recuſants, and fayours conferred in retun 
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nd, above all, the bitter heart · burning, and 

ung- working animoſities, created by ſo long 
:diſuſe, and ſuch frequent and ſudden diſſo- 
tions of Parliaments, and inflamed by a 
moſt ſeditious Puritan faction, bred too 
many ill humours, to be eaſily corrected and 
cured, even when the moſt healing and well. 
ntentioned meaſures were taken to effect it. 
The fever was too high; ſome blood muſt 
te ſpilt, and that the beſt and nobleſt of the 
pation, before the ferment could be laid; 
and at laſt the diſeaſe muſt end, like an in- 

able _—— in the ruin of wa con- 

tution, f 


The gracious Prince, {pwn and dt; 
fctionate of his people, ſenfible at laſt; that 
cir juſt rights had long been with-held, re- 
dived to give them full ſatisfaction, and 
make ample reparation for all the preceding 
niconducts of his reign ; and, to ſhew the 
ucerity of his intentions towards them, fa- 
ly conſented to make themſelves judges in 
own cauſe ; and now; as much too 
implying, as he had been reſtive before, 
mhrmed an act for continuing their ſeſſion, 
mil they had ſettled every thing to * 
n intire ſatisfaction. 

X 3 Whoever 
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' Whoever candidly conſiders, the extent of 
the prerogative, at this Prince's acceſſion to 
the crown, the example and practice of his 
predeceſſors in the moſt exceptionable parts 
of his conduct, ſupported by thæ opinions 
and writings of the moſt learned men of the 
age; and, on the other hand, reflects upon 
the perverſe obſtinacy, and reſtive refuſals of 
his people to his moſt juſt, and reaſonable, 
and neceſſary demands demands for ſup. 
plies, which they themſelves occaſioned, 
, promiſed, and made neceflary=—will find 
great excuſes for many parts of a conduct, 
Which he can neither applaud nor approve. 
And whoever candidly conſiders hiswhole 
conduct, from the calling of his laſt parli 
ment, to the day of his death; and weighs 
with that, his compaſſionate ſpirit, his true 
piety, and the integrity and the-uprightneli 
of his heart; cannot but acquit him (fre 


that moment at leaſt) of all tyrannous ani n 
oppreſſive intentions towards his people; fl 
well as of the guilt of that black and unn " 
tural rebellion, which began i in the tyra © 
of the people, and ended in the tyranny 0 th 
an vſurper, A rebellion, which filled thel fo 

or 


* with ſes and ſacrilege, with of 
preflio 
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preſſion and rapine, with blaſphemy and 
blood! a rebellion, which (however begun) 
vas carried on with the moſt ſhameleſs hy- 
pocriſy that ever diſgraced religion; and con- 
cluded with the moſt determined cruelty that 
ver debaſed or depraved humanity; in the 
cool and deliberate murder of the King, 
ter a long train of preceding inſults, and 

outrages. | i Mrs > 
What ends »of Providence are anſwered 
by great examples of ſuffering virtue, exhi- 
bited to the world at certain periods, altho” 
obvious to us in many circumſtances, are 
fully known only to the Almighty, in all. 
lt was perhaps neceſſary, that ſo great a ſacri- 
ice ſhould be made to the ſettlement. of the 
beſt conſtitution in the world upon its true 
baſis; and the limiting of its parts to their 
proper bounds. + 
It was perhaps neceſſary, that ſo great a 
monument ſhould be ſet up to the eyes of 
Kings, to ſhew their abſolute dependence 
upon the great Governor of the world, in 
common with the meaneſt mortals: to ſhew 
them equally ſubject to the ſaddeſt reverſes of 
fortune ;* from which, no dignity of ſtation, 
or confidence of power, can ſecure them: 
X 4 | to 
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to teach them the neceſſary leſſon, of an 
humble dependence upon the Power and 
Providence of that Gop, WhO at his will 
poureth contempt upon Princes, and weak. 
eneth the ſtrength of the mighty: to teach 
them to cry out with righteous ob, in the 
day of their downfal, Know now that Crd 
hath overthrown me; he hath firifft me of 
my glory, and taken the crown » JI my 
head. 

It was perhaps neceſſary, that a monument 
of terror ſhould be ſet up to the Princes of 
a free people, to guard them againſt the leaf 
approaches or attempts to tyranny : to teach 
them, that no perſonal merit, no excellence 
of nature, no acquired accompliſhments, no 
combination of virtues, can give quiet to 
their reign, or ſtability to their throne, ' inde- 
pendent of the affections of their people. 

It was perhaps neceſſary, that a monu- 
ment ſhould be ſet up to the people, to deter 
them from ſedition, and popular ti tumults: 
to ſhew them, that exceſs of power is ; as dan- 
gerous in the hands of their repreſentatives, 
as in thoſe of their rulers ; and that they can 
as haſtily degenerate into more N and 


cruel tyrants, 1 


r 


nd 
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It was perhaps neceſſary, that the evils of 
both extremes ſhould be equally and effectu- 
ally felt, in the' commons, and the uſurper; 
to convince all thinking men of the nature 
ind neceſſity of a true temperament between 
both: which ſeems; however, neither to have 
been throughly underſtood,” nor properly 
purſued, before the eſtabliſhment of things 
inder the late happy Revolution. A Re- 
wution, which its bittereſt enemies have no 
way more maliciouſſy ſtudied to revile, than 
by wreſting it into a parallel with the tranf- 
tions of theſe deteſted times. * 

Which brings me to the third pin pro- 
wſed ; which was, from the great miſcon- 
duct of many men in thoſe times (the times 
of the great rebellion), and the abominable 
orruptions of others, to make and apply the 
moſt = obſervations and inferences I can, 
bthe perſons and characters of the Preſent 
limes, 

In the firſt place, then, The miſconduct 
«> ſome few Eccleſiaſtics in this reign, their 
ntemperate zeal for ſome ceremonials. in 
religion, and their unwarrantable ambition 
af ſecular power, ſhould be a monition to 
ite Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church (both 
of 


5 
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of the preſent, age, and all others) to keep 
themſelves within the bounds of that lawful 
authority, and thoſe juſt rights and privileges 
which the conſtitution hath conferred, and 
the nature of their holy calling requires, 
And their very enemies mult do that juſtice 
to the preſent orders of Eccleſiaſtics amongſt 
us, as to own, they ſeem in no diſpoſition 
to tranſcend thoſe bounds ; that they have 
learnt a true Chriſtian temper with regard to 
all that diſſent from them; and are as fin- 
cere friends to liberty, and abhorrers of ar- 
bitrary power, as any of their fellow ſub- 
jects: nor can it be denied, that the higheſ 
order amongſt them hath lately given s 
ſtrong a proof of being faithful in their Ep- 
ſcopal charge, and, at the ſame time, as faith- 
fully and as difintereſtedly true to the truſt 
committed to them by their Prince, as the 
beſt and moſt truly primitive of their Chri- 
ſtian predeceſſors. 


Io the Lords and Commons of the Lair, 
the wicked tranſactions of that accurſed te- 
bellion ſhould warmly recommend a ſtrict 
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and inviolable regard to 15 rights, privileges, 
and properties, of their fellow Ffubjects The 


Lay Lords remembring, that when they had 
CON- 
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conſented to deprive the Biſhops of thei rſeatt 
in Parliament, they were themſelves ſoon 
after voted: uſeleſs (ſo ſacred a thing is pro- 
perty, ſo infectious and catching is evil ex- 
imple! ſo ruinous, and ſo ready to recoil 
won the heads of thoſe that ſet it !), The 
Commons remembring, that when they had 
robbed the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of 
their rights and privileges, they were them - 
klves quickly after ſtript of all their own; 
and made as arrant vaſſals, as they had before 
made their brethren, and their betters : draw- 
ng down upon themſelves that juſt judgment 
and ſentence of our Nleſſed Saviour, W:th 
what meaſure” - _ it 1 be . 
% you ,n. 1 

To all this may be added, hat the tanſ. 
tions of | theſe aims ſhould make both 
Lords and Commons beware of contention, 
ether with their King, or each other; al- 
ways remembring that fine_obſervation of 
dolmon : The: beginning F flr ifs is as when 
me letteth ous water ; therefore leave off 
contention before it be meddled with. The 
we tranſlation is; Therefore Jet 35 conten- 
tom before it he mixed + chat is, before 
things are ſo confounded by: it, that it is 
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hard to diſtinguiſh who is in the right, ang 
who in the wrong. It is evident, that, in 
the beginning of this unnatural rebellion, 
neither did the King mean abſolute power, 
nor the people a democracy: but when 
once the contention was begun, when 2 
breach was once made in the banks of the 
dike, the waters ruſhed out with an impe- 
tuoſity that never was thought of; and a 
they flowed, perpetually widened the breach, 
until they bore down all before them, and 
in the end laid the conn a * * 
ſolate. 

In the next place, Let me ſeriouſly in 
earneſtly admoniſh thoſe who could have 
no ſhare in the execrable guilt of this day, 
to beware how they adopt the guilt of their 
anceſtors, not only by turning the murder 
of that excellent Prince into ridicule, but 
likewiſe by defending and applauding it; 
and celebrating the memory of his murderer, 
for the very act of murder: the memory 
of a murderer, a parricide, a tyrant. Al- 
ways remembring, under what character 
they-are concluded by the wiſeſt of mortals, 
who allow themſelves to jeſt and ſport with 
guilt: Fools, ſaith Solomon, make a gr 
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f fn. Always remembring, that he who 
forbids us to flay the innocent, and the 
righteous, expreſly declares, in the ſame 
ſentence, that he will not juſtify the 
wicked, | 

Is it humane to inſult the fallen? Though 
neither majeſty, nor law, nor juſtice, could 
protect this unhappy Prince alive, let com- 
paſſion protect him dead: give him quiet in 
lis grave. Is it Chriſtian to trample upon the 
memory of a King truly Chriſtian ? A man, 
whoſe private character not malice itſelf hath 
tinted ; owned, by his very enemies, to 
have lived (otherwiſe than as a Ruler) in 
all the innocence of a Saint, and died in 
all the majeſty of a King : let me add too, 
in all the humility of a Chriſtian, and all the 
ſteadineſs of a Martyr.—Is it wiſe to make 
merry with murder and parricide ? Is it de- 
cent to inſult the piety and wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature, by turning a ſolemn and reli- 
pious faſt into a day of feſtivity and revell- 
ing? Is not this wantonly to draw the guilt 
of blood upon their own heads? 

Surely in this Prince (if ever in any other) 
was fully verified that fine obſervation of 
damon; A righteous man falling down be- 


fore 
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fore the wicked is as a troubled fountain, 
and a corrupt ſpring. In this man's fall, the 
fountains of learning, religion, and virtue, 
were effectually troubled and corrupted; 
but, Gop be praiſed, they are, through his 
unmerited mercy, once more, cleanſed and 
cleared. May they never more be pollated 


by the fall of the righteous, by the triumph 


of the wicked 

In the laſt place, from the memory of thi 
execrable rebellion, Let me exhort you to 
revive, and to cultivate that antiquated prin- 
ciple of Chriſtian loyalty; a principle, which 
our corruptions have almoſt baniſhed out of 
the world. By loyalty, J mean fidelity to 
the conſtitution as by law eſtabliſhed ; and 
to the King as ſupreme, and guardian of it. 
Such fidelity, as was ſteadily exhibited to 
both, by thoſe noble patriots who adhered 
to their royal maſter King Charles the Firf, 
in all his misfortunes ; many of whom died, 
openly declaring and avowing it with their 
laſt breath, to the confuſion of their ene- 
mies; and ſome of whom happily ſurvived 
the calamities of their King and County, 
and, to their immortal Pies ſaved the con- 


ſtitution under his ſon. Let us learn, from 
their 
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their. great examples, to fear Gob and the 
King, and  meddle not with them that are 


unples, as well as from the ſacred rules of 
our holy religion, to deſpiſe and deteſt their 
principles, and renounce their practices, - who 


and deſpiſe government; preſumptuous, ſelf- 


bguties. And, in order to this, let us care- 
fully guard againſt, and ſteadily oppoſe, thoſe 
too faſhionable republican principles, which, 
under the pretence of more zeal for liberty, 
would draw us again into double thraldom. 
Thoſe principles which once already over- 
threw the beſt conſtitution in the world, and 
turned a free people into utter ſlaves. Thoſe 
principles, which; under various guiſes, but 
of late more particularly under the maſk of 
patriotiſm, I am ſatisfied (in the mouths of 
many of their abettors) mean any thing elſe 
rather : and, if Gop in his wrath ſhould 
luffer them to prevail, muſt end, as they are 
utended, in popery and arbitrary power: 
and of this, I think, we need no better 
proof, when we hear men of that religion, 
ud men of none, join equally in the cry. 

| In 


given lo change: let us learn from their ex- 


walk after the fleſþ, in the luſt of unclranneſs, ' 


willed, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of 


; 
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In the name of Gop, let us be contented 
with having made one deſperate experiment, 
and be truly thankful to Gop for haying 
delivered us from one ruin; not en 
him to heap another upon our heads. 
What means this horrid outcry, not only 
againſt the perſons, and characters, but the 
very office of Kings! Surely That at leaſt i 

of divine appointment. 

Let us then expect Kings without fouls 
when we ourſelves are blameleſs. Let us 
then hope for perfect models and mirrours 
of majeſty, when we deſerve them : when 
we ſtudy perfection in ourſelves ; when we 
do juſtly, and love mercy, and wall _ 
with our God. 

In the mean time, is it wiſe, is it loyal, 
is it Chriſtian, tovilifythe characters of Kings, 
upon every occaſion ? and expoſe every ſup- 
poſed error of their government, and in- 
firmity of their nature? We are loud upon 
many points of miſconduct in Princes, which 
we can never know with certainty; and ſul- 
lenly ſilent upon many advantages of their 

adminiſtration, which we ſee and feel. One 
thing we know, that our gracious Sovereign, 


Gop be praiſed, hath great and good qua- 
lities ; 
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ties; fortitude, integrity, and truth; and 
z heart truly honeſt and proteſtant, ſtranger 
toguile, and deteſting diſſimulation. This 
ilo we certainly know, that, under his admi- 
iſtration, we enjoy many great and inva- 
able bleflings ; freedom and plenty, peace 
ad truth. For which we are bound truly 
ad ſincerely to, thank Gop; and to our 
thanks are we bound to join our daily, our 
arneſt, and inceſſant prayers, that Gop 
yould inſpire his heart with every Princely, 
ad every Chriſtian grace, and bleſs and 
proſper his reign. Give the King thy judg- 
ments, O God, and thy righteouſneſs unto the 
King's ſon. That in bis days the righteous 
ney flouriſh; in his days, and in the days of 
bs deſcendants, with abundance of peace, as 

lng as the moon endureth. 


Which Thou of thine infinite mercygrant, 
through the merits and mediation of 


Jesus CHRIST. 


Y 1 


SERMON XVI. 
Ps ALM x. ver. 3. 


fir the wicled boaſteth of his heart's 
defire ; and bleſſeth the covetous, 
whom God abborreth. 


HIS pfalm We to Gop of Fthe 
riotous oppreſſion of wicked men, 
ud declares the humble dependence of the 
rghteous upon his providence and protection. 
But the queſtion is, Why theſe oppreſſors and 
erſecutors ſpeak well of the covetous? The 
uſver is veryeaſy, Becauſe they are the ſame 
xrlons, — Oppreſſion is the effect of Ava- 
Ice: for few men have ever arrived to fuch 
degree of depravity, as to diſtreſs and in- 
we Pau out of wantonneſs and gayety of 
: that were a depravity more than 

| F No; the wicked boaſteth of his 
kort's defire : that is, he hath ſtrong appe- 
® 4 tites 
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. tites and paſſions eager to be gratiſied; and if 
this cannot be done without oppreffion; and 
invaſion of his neighbour's property, yet 
done it muſt be, at any rate: and when it 
is done, it muſt be defended in the beſt 
manner he can. Now this defence cannot 
be drawn from any of the principles of reaſon 
and virtue (for theſe are all againſt him); 
and therefore he muſt carry it off with a big 
hand; he boaſteth of his heart's defire— 
Why ſhould not he conſult his own happi 7 


neſs, and trample every thing under 

that ſtands in his way to it? As for his ene 

mies, that is, all thoſe whom he hath made 
ſo by his oppreſſions, he puffeth at them 
faith the pſalmiſt. He hath now arrived tr 
4 height of power that ſetteth him 
their reſentments ; and as for their 5 
ances, he regardeth them not: the happi 
neſs or miſery of others is nothing to him 
—he hath thrown off all ſenſe of humanity 
and the next ſtep he takes, is to ſhake off 
religion too: for ſoon after it followeth, H 
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hath ſaid in his heart, Cod bath forgotten 1 
be bideth bis face; he will never ſee jt, 0 
Here we may obſerve the gradual progrett 


of impiety in a wicked heart: Firſt, A mat 
reſolve 
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reſolves to gratify his unruly appetites in all 
their demands : this cannot be done, with- 
out invading his neighbour's property : then 
follow fraud and oppreſſion. After he hath 
noted in his wickedneſs for ſome time with 
impunity, he then applauds his happineſs, and 
openly vaunteth his vices ; he boaſteth of his 
eart's defire. However, he hath yet ſome 
little remains of conſcience, and ſenſe of 
Divine vengeance hanging over him, and 
that he muſt get rid of as faſt as he can. 

The compaſs of this diſcourſe will not 
low me to purſue the progreſs of impiety 
through all its gradations ; and therefore I 
ſhall confine myſelf to that ſingle pointwhich 
b principally alluded to in that part of my 
text he covetous, whom God abborreth. 

In ſpeaking to which words, I ſhall con- 
der them as intirely abſtracted from the oc- 
afion of them in this pſalm, and only deduce 
this one point of plain doctrine from them 
That covetouſneſs is a vice in a very parti- 
"cular manner abhorred and deteſted by Al- 
mighty Gop”—and that for theſe following 
reaſons : 

I. Becauſe it is a vice directly oppoſite to 

the goodneſs of Gop. 
® Þ II. Be- 
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II. Becauſe it is a vice very ene tu 
Divine mercy. And, | of 
III. Becauſe it is idolatry. * 
Firſt, I ſay, Covetouſneſs is a vice pecu- , 
. larly abhorred of Gop, as being directy . 
oppoſite to the Divine goodneſs: for covet. 4 
ouſneſs is an inordinate deſire of wealth; that 4 
1s, an unreaſonable defire both of acquiring 4 
and retaining it. Now the end of wealth, , 
beyond all queſtion, is to ſerve the neceffities N 
and conveniencies of life, and, after that, to n 
be a ſupply for charity and beneficence, 
Whereas, then, the covetous man is oſten- 4 
times ſo far from conſulting the convenience] | 
and well-being of other men, that it is ve z. 
well if he ſupplies his own neceſſities; it is " 
plain he acts in direct contradiction to the n 
ends of wealth, and to all the purpoſes af g 
the Divine goodneſs, in beſtowing the blel-WY . 
fing of life upon mankind. G 
If we would form a right idea of the Di- * 
vine goodneſs, we ſhould conſider Almighty ¶ ar 
Gop as a Being of infinite perfection and ll 4. 
felicity ; full, and indefectible, completely IM. 
happy in Himſelf, and, conſequently, inca-W 4, 


pable of any acceſſion of happineſs from any 
thing elſe. To conſider a Being ſo * 
tut 
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uted, creating a world, perhaps an infinity 
of worlds, and in them many infinities of 
creatures, to ſhare in his felicity; as if he 
could not be infinitely happy, unleſs that 
lappineſs were infinitely diffuſed ! how glo- 
nous, how amazing an idea of the Divine 
goodneſs, is this! and yet how infinitely be- 

bow the reality! Was man then created in 
his image? Was he impreſſed with a ſtrong 
nſtin& of univerſal love and good-will to all 
the world about him ? Is this principle the 
characteriſtic of every thing that is great and 
good in life? Is it the nobleſt imitation and 
reſemblance of the Divinity? Nay, is it not 
moſt the only remain of that glorious ſimi- 

litude in which we were made? And is not 
the wretch, that centres all his regards in 
limſelf, and defaceth this divine impreſſion, 

this god-like form, from his ſoul ; is not this 

Wetch the moſt abject, the moſtworthleſs, of 
God's creatures? How is he fallen, and de- 

brmed beyond expreflion ! the very reverſe 

« Gop and goodneſs! And is it poſſible, 

tat, in that abandoned condition, he can 

be other than the object of Divinedeteſtation? 

lie covetous, whom God abborretb. 


And as he is thus monſtrous in the ſight 
Y 4 of 


8 
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of Gop, he is not leſs ſo in his relation to 
mankind : for, as the ſeveral ſtates and ſo- 
cieties of men are termed bodies politic; ſo, 
in truth, they bear a greater analogy to ani- 
mate bodies than is commonly imagined, 
The governing part of ſociety may be con. 
ſidered as the heart, the principle of life and 
motion ; from whence the blood is diffuſed, 
firſt, to the nobler vitals, and thence to the 
ſeveral limbs and parts of the body, in pro- 
portion to their bulk and uſe ; in like man- 
ner as wealth is more immediately derived 
upon the nobler members of ſociety, and 
from thence to the miniſterial, and leſs noble: 
and as the blood was intended for the 
ſupport of the whole body, confidered as 
ſuch, and not for the ſubſiſtence of any par- 
ticular limb, otherwiſe than as that limb 
makes a part of the whole, and a proper con. 
veyance to ſome other part below it; ſo 
wealth was never intended for any one, or 
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any number of men in ſociety, how great or © 
noble ſoever, but for the whole body poli- b. 
tic. And altho' the principal members of © 
the ſtate receive it by greater chanels, and in © 


greater quantities, than their inferiors, as the 


arm receiveth greater quantities of blood, 
and 
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ind by larger arteries and veins, than any of 
the fingers; yet was that wealth never in- 
ended for their ſole uſe, any more than that 
blood was intended for the ſole uſeof the arm, 
without any regard to the fingers. Now, 
fnce this is exactly the caſe, let us conſider 
what would be the conſequence of any un- 
ratural check in this circulation; for, if any 
part receive its nouriſhment in its proper 
proportion, and retain it unduly ; muſt not 
ſome other part, of neceffity, be defrauded ? 
nay, perhaps, a great number of parts? And 
what will be the conſequence, even to that 
which retaineth more than it. ought, but 
pain, and an unnatural tumor ? And hath 
not this an evident tendency to render the 
whole body diſeaſed, and monſtrous ? 

From hence we may .gather, how utterly 
unſocial this vice is! and how ruinous it muſt 
of neceſſity be to the public, if God, in his 
wrath, ſhould ſuffer it to become epidemi- 
al in any ſociety | becauſe, then, the mem- 
bers of that ſociety, inſtead of contributing 
to their mutual happineſs, by all the offices 
of humanity, and a fair commerce, muſt lay 
themſelves out to defraud and over-reach one 
another, by all the evil arts imaginable ; and, 
CON= 
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conſequently, muſt contribute, as much a 
in them lieth, to their mutual deſtruction 
But, ſecondly, — Covetouſneſs is a vice 
particularly deteſted by Almighty Gop, be. 
cauſe it is ſo very oppoſite to the Divine 
mercy. Now mercy is that attribute of 
the Almighty, which repreſenteth him com- 
paſſionate of the miſeries and diſtreſſes of hi 
creatures, and ready at all times to relieve 
them, when they call upon him: it is that 
attribute, which rendereth his infinite power 
and wiſdom peculiarly amiable to the ſons 
of men: it is that attribute, which he hath 
more fully and emphatically ſet forth in the 
Holy Scriptures, than any other; as if he 
delighted to be known by no other name 
than the Gop of mercy : and as he hath 
made it the great characteriſtic of his own 
nature, he hath alſo made it the ſtrong 
inſtinct, and the great ornament of ours, 
as well as the higheſt and moſt im 
duty in life: he hath bound it upon us by 
the ſtrongeſt engagements, and the ſevereſt 
penalties imaginable. Nay, our bleſſed 


* As was but too fatally found in the late pernicious 
South Sea ſcheme. 
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gwiour JESUSs'CHR1sT hath gone ſo far, as to 
make it the ſum of all religion: and hath 
repreſented the day of judgment in ſuch a 
manner, as if the determination of our final 
ſute intirely depended upon the diſcharge of 
his ſingle duty. Depart from me, ye 
wrſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels: for I was an bun- 
wed, and ye gave me no meat; I was 
thir/ly, and ye gave me no drink; a ſtranger, 
md ye took me not in; naked, and ye 
chathed me not; fick, and in priſon, and ye 
ted me not. And, beſides all this, charity 
s a virtue ſo abſolutely neceſſary in this 
world, this vale of ſorrow and affliction, 
that one would think, if neither Gop nor 
raſon injoined it, our very miſeries would 
force it upon us. Since, then, this virtue 
s of ſuch infinite importance, ſo neceſſary 
o the miſeries of this life, as well as to the 
klicities of the next; of ſuch near reſem- 
dance to the mercy of Gop, and of ſuch 
peculiar acceptance with him; ſurely avarice, 
ts great enemy, which ſhuts the eye, and 
tops the ear, and hardens the heart to the 
cies and complaints, and calamities, of our 
fellow- 
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 fellow-creatures, muſt be, in 2 mum 
manner, deteſtable in his ſight. 
And here I muſt obſerve, that chat covet- 
ouſneſs which makes a man unjuſt, is a much 
worſe kind of covetouſneſs, than that which 
makes him only uncharitable. He that with- 
holds his bounty or beneficence from me, is 
unjuſt to his Maker, and cruel to his own 
ſoul, as well as to me; but he that with. 
holds my juſt right from me, or oppreſſeth 
me in the purſuit of it, is a villain, and a 
robber; is, in the eye of Gon and juſtice, a 
much viler wretch than the robber upon the 
high road: he robs in the ſpirit of calm 
cruelty, from the fulneſs of pride, and the 
inſolence of power. Want and neceſſity 
carry their excuſe along with them; and 
therefore the poor robber is to be pitied, 
even when he is to be puniſhed ; but the rich 
robber is altogether inexcuſable, is utterly 
deteſtable. — And however their power and 
their numbers may protect them in this 
world (for Gop knows they are but too 
numerous), the time will come, when they 
will be the ſcorn and deriſion of men and 
angels: when even thoſe, whom they now 
oppreſs, will have but too much reaſon to 
= WM 
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pity them; when everlaſting miſery in an- 
ther world ſhall'be the reward of their cru- 
ey and iniquity in this. atk " 
But, thirdly, The covetous are, in a 
icular manner, deteſtable in the fight F 
God, becauſe they are idolaters. - "Thus the 
zpoltle, in the vth chapter of * | epiſtle to 
the Ephefians, at the th verſe :=——This ye- 
hw, that no whoremonger, nor un clean 
gerſon, nor covetous man, who is an idola- 
ter, hath any inberi tance in the Kingdom 1 
Chriſt, and of God. And again, in the iii 
chapter to the Colofians, at the 5th verſe; 
Mortify therefore your members which are 
hon the earth; fornication, uncleanneſs, in- 
irdinate affettions, evil concupi ſcence, and 
ervetouſneſs, which is idolatry. And that 
i is ſo, is plain; becauſe the very eſſence of 
worſhip conſiſts in ſerving and confiding in 
the object of our worſhip : for all the exter- 
nal acts of devotion are only fo many pro- 
per indications of truſt and obedience, and 
are ultimately referred to them. Now it is 
certain, that the covetous man both confides 
in his mammon, and ſerves him with all his 
heart and ſoul. The firſt of theſe is plainly 
implied in the xxxiſt chapter of Job, at the 
24th 
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.24th and 28th verſes; where that righteous 
man, freeing himſelf from the imputaticn: 
of avarice, acknowlegeth, - among other 
ſuppoſitions, that if he had put his truſt in 
his wealth, he might juſtly be charged with 
idolatry : + If (faith he, ver. 24th) I have 
made gold my hope, or have ſaid to the fine 
gold, Thou art my confidence, &c. this alſy 
were an iniquity ; for I ſhould have denied 
the God that is above. The ſame thing is 
evident from the rich man's conduct in the 
parable, who enlarged his barns, and laid 
up goods for many years: for when he had 
done ſo, he ſaid to his ſoul, Soul, take thine 
eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. Here is not 
one word of gratitude to Go, for the bleſſ- 
ings beſtowed ; or dependence upon him, for 
the continuance of them: for; when he had 
treaſured up an immenſe fortune, he then I 

thought he had a ſure fund of felicity ; and 
in that confidence he placed all his hopes 
and happineſs, and looked no farther. The 
young man in the goſpel is alſo a ſad inſtance 
to the ſame purpoſe ; who choſe rather to 
leave Chriſt, than to part with his large poſ- 
ſeſſions :. and ſuch alſo was Demas ; who 
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borſook the apoſtles, and renounced Chriſti- 
wity, to cleave to this preſent world, 

Beſides, it is evident, from the nature of 
the thing, that the covetous man is the ſlave 
of his avarice, and not the ſervant of Gop: 
for Gop commandeth him to do good after 
his ability; but avarice forbiddeth him to do 
wy good, and that he obeyeth: Gop com- 
mandeth him neither to injure or oppreſs his 
neighbour ; his covetouſneſs commandeth 
him to do both, where he hath power to 
ſupport him in his villainy ; and he doth 
both: Gop commandeth him to give alms of 
bs wealth, and never to turn away bis face 
from any poor man; but his avarice command- 
him to ſhut his hand, and to turn away his 
eyes; and he doth ſo: Gop commandeth him 
to lay up treaſures in heaven; and not to lay 


p treaſures. on earth, where moth and ruff 


6 corrupt, and where thieves break through 
ond ſteal; his avarice commandeth him to 
do juſt the contrary ; and he obeyeth it reli- 
gouſly, Is not then the covetous man an 
Holater to all intents and purpoſes ? Nay, he 
ö the worſt kind of idolater in the whole 
world ; becauſe his devotion is not ſo much 
s ultimately referred to Gop, but is in di- 

rect 
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rect contradiction to the Divine worſhip in 
every part of it; whereas almoſt all 6ths 
idolatries are aimed, at leaſt; and intended 
to Gop, and injoin ſome kind of obedience 
to Him. It is no wonder, then, that covet 
ouſneſs ſhould be a vice ſo peculiarly abhor 


red of Gop, ſince it is ſo directly deſtructiye 
of all religion, and ſince it is utterly in 


poſſible Due, G * 
ſame time. 


And thus having ſhewn you the teak 
why covetouſneſs is ſo peculiarly abhorred off 
GopD; I now proceed to make forme obſerva- 
tions upon the folly and danger of this vice, 

The deſire of wealth is, beyond all que 
ſtion, rightly and wiſely founded in our na- 
ture; becauſe it is neceſſary, in order to af 
competent proviſion of the conveniencies c 
life: and it is appointed to grow with out 

years; becauſe, as age and infirmities come 
on, which difable us from the activity and 
induſtry of our youth; ſuc a proviſion is 
more neceſſary to ſupport the wants and 
weakneſs of old age, and to provide for an 
helpleſs iſſue: but, when that proviſion ĩs not 
wanted, or is already made; is ſufficiently 
and 9 made; to „ 
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nd without any rational proſpect, to toil 
ad ſlave to no purpoſe that can be named, 
z ſurely one of the greateſt inſtances of infa- 
tation that can well be imagined ! but in- 
feed it ought to be conſidered more in the 
light of a juſt curſe, than a high degree of 
folly : that thoſe. wretches, who have taken 
of their dependence from Almighty God, 
nd put their confidence in their riches, 
hould find their miſery and their plague in 


; W thoſe very things wherein they vainly fixed 
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beir happineſs. And what rendereth this 
nil yet worſe, is, that it is without remedy : 
for, as Ariſtotle rightly obſerves, prodigality 
my be cured, either by precept, or by want; 
but avarice is incurable; becauſe age and in- 


mities increaſe it: and this is fo peculiarly 


be vice of old-age, that in youth it is per- 
kfly monſtrous! Young people ſhould be 
eneficent, to be agreeable: to indear them 
b mankind, and recommend them to ſuch 
nendſhips and aſſiſtances in life, as may help 
tem in their ſeveral purſuits and proſpects: 
ad therefore, if this vice be indulged in that 
talon, the conſequence is, that it checks the 
rogreſs of every thing that is great and ex- 
ellent in our nature; and it is impoſſible 
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to ſay to what extravagances of folly and 
madneſs it carrieth its wretched votaries, be- 
fore the laſt period of life, in the ordinary 
courſe; unleſs, by good fortune, it happen 
to ſtarve them in the way. | 
Good Gop! what a lamentable proſpect is 
it to contemplate upon the folly and miſery 
of mankind in this point ! to ſee a parcel of 
groveling wretches given up to endleſs an- 
xiety and deluſion ; facrificing all the enjoy. 
ments of life, their health and happineſs ; 
nay, perhaps their very lives and ſouls, for a 
poor pittance of glittering duſt, that hath no 
value but in the uſe; and yet is never in- 
tended to be uſed : for a covetous man al- 
ways overlooks the end, and fixeth upon the 
means: nay, he dreads the enjoyment of 
his fortune, as much as he doth the loſs of 
it; and, indeed, to him they are the ſame 
thing. Now this deſire is plainly againſt 
reaſon and nature, and therefore tis inſatiable. 
Every deſire that is natural, is eaſily ſatisfied; 
becauſe it is limited, and hath proper ob- 
jects ſuited to it. Thus, if a man be hun- 
gry, he will be ſatisfied when he hath eaten 
a good meal; and his hunger is, for ſome 
time after, no more than if it had never _ 
an 
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ind if he eat more than nature requires, he 
z loaded and oppreſſed: ſo likewiſe if he be 
thirſty, ſuch a proportion of drink as nature 
demands will quench and allay that thirſt, 
and then he is at reſt.— It is plain, therefore, 
that covetouſneſs is not a deſire of nature, 
but a diſeaſe : it is the thirſt of a dropſy; the 
more it drinks, the more it deſires, and the 
more it is inflamed. A covetous man may 
ndeed imagine, that ſuch a certain ſum or 
portion of wealth will fatisfy his defires, and 
make him fit down happy, and contented ; 
but, alas! he is deceived: for, as Solomon 
inely obſerveth, he that loveth firver, ſhall 
wt be ſatisfied with filver ; nor he that loveth 
abundance, with increaſe. And the reaſon }. 


p b evident: for, if a man ſet his heart and 
F fections upon one talent which he hath na 
need of, and think he would be happy ta 
a atain it; it is plain, from the nature of the 
„ung, that he muſt think two talents would 
. nme him twice as happy, and three talents 
* tirice as happy, and ſo on to infinity. And 
q therefore it is plain, a covetous man's love of 
u =oncy always mult be in proportion to the 
e dhantity: if he love an hundred pounds well, 
5 lor its own ſake, he muſt love two hundred 
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twice as well, and ſo on. Hence it is, that 
the deſires of the covetous always increaſe 
with their eſtate; and every day they grow 
richer, they diſcover new wants, and new ne- 
ceſſities: and a new purchaſe, which a co- 
vetous man hath ſet his heart'upon, is, to 
him, as real a want as any in nature; nay, 
perhaps, a much more craving and painful 
one, as falſe appetites are more violent and 
inſatiable. And what is moſt lamentable, 
is (as] before obſerved), that this deſire grow- 
eth with his years, when it cannot poſſibly 
have any meaning, or any end: to ſee men, 
whoſe income 1s double their expence, nay, 
perhaps, ten times more, and that income 
as long as their lives; perhaps, too, childleſs, 
and in the decline of life; without heir, nay, 
without any relation they can think them- 
ſelves in conſcience obliged to make a for- 
tune for; to ſee ſuch creatures anxious of 
gain, as if their daily bread depended upon 
There is (faith Solomon, in the wth 
chapter of his Eccleſ. verſe 8.) one alone, and 
there is nit a fecem, yea, be hath neither 
child or brether ; yet there is no end of all 
his labour ; either is his eye ſatisfied with 


riches ; - neither faith he, For whom do 1 
labcur, 
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at hor, and bereave my ſoul of good ? This 


alſo is vanity ; yea, it is @ ſore travail. 

If men of this character have any remains 
of religion, they generally ſupport themſelves 
under this ſtupid conduct, by reſolutions of 
bequeathing ſome part of their ſubſtance to 
pious or public uſes at their death; and 
ret, if they have any degree of right refle- 
ction, they cannot but ſee this to be a ſenſe- 
kfs ſubterfuge : we give to Gop, when we 
have no one elſe to give to, that hath any kind 
of rational claim to the fruits of our labours ; 
we return to Gop ſome part of what we de- 
red from his bounty; but we take care to let 
al the world ſee we are as ungrateful as we 
pothbly can; for we pay nothing as long as 
erer we can with-hold it from him; and, at 
length, out of our great generoſity, we give 
him the preference of what we cannot keep, 
and do not know how elſe to diſpoſe of. 
A death-bed charity is nearly upon the ſame 
loot of merit with a death-bed repentance ; 
the miſer parts with his money, as the ſinner 
Goth with his fins ; becauſe he can keep them 
no longer. Can any thing be more abſurd, 
or more notoriouſly unmeriting at the hand of 
Go, than ſuch a benefaction? And yet, ſuch 
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as it is, it is by much the wiſeſt and moſt ra. 
tional part of the miſers conduct. One great 
cauſe of their folly in this reſpect 1s this: they 

imagine their power, and the reſpect ther 
meet with in the world, depend upon their 
wealth, and muſt diminiſh with it; and they 
are certainly right in thinking ſo, as long as 
they have no other claim to the eſteem or fe- 
gard of mankind: Gop, in his juſt judgment, 
hideth from ſuch wretches the glory, the ho- 
nour, the veneration, that attend upan bee 

neficence : he hideth from them that inex- 

preſſible complacency and gladneſs of heart 
that reſults from conſcious virtue, from the 
diſcharge of duty, from the relief of diſtreſs, 
and, above all, from the propagation 0 
piety, and virtue, and happineſs, all around 
them. How glorious an employment is it 
to be, in the beſt ſenſe of the word, ane's 
own executor in the management of a plen- 
tiful fortune, for the good of mankind, and 
glory of Gop! to put it out of the power of 
chance, or fraud, or law, to. ſuoprels or 
counterfeit your will, or defeat your good 
intentions, for the ſervice of religion, and 
the felicity of your fellow- creatures! This 


were a kind of n upon earth; this 
were 
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were indeed a glorious, and a god-like uſe of 
wealth | but it is a glory the groveling 
wretches of the earth are unworthy of: and 
therefore Go b giveth them over to the delu- 
fons of their narrow hearts, to be blind, as 
they are hardened ; to live unloved, and die 
&ſpiſed ; to be, without eſteem here, and 
without heaven hereafter, | 
In the laſt place, To paſs by all that train 
of evils which covetouſneſs almoſt neceſſarily 
draweth after it, ſuch as pride, cruelty, op- 
preſſion, and injuſtice z and ſuppoſe we had 
no account to give for the getting of a great 
eſtate; yet have we not an account to render 
for the uſing of it? Doth God give us our 
poſſeſſions in property, or in truſt only? Con- 
kſſedly in truſt : and, if ſo, muſt not our ac- 
counts be in proportion to our income ? Let 
2 man's eſtate be called what it will among 
men, is he, in the fight of God, proprietor 
of any more than ſerveth the neceſſities and 
conveniencies of life, and a proper proviſion 
for a family ? that is, ſuch a proviſion as is 
competent to the condition of life we are in? 
And, as for the overplus, is he not ſteward 
to the Almighty? And muſt he not one day 
render him a ſevere account? And can there 
FT WC be 
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be a more flagrant madneſs than to be ſolicit- 
ous only to increaſe our income, that is, how 
to inflame our accounts? whereas, in all reaſon, 
our concern ought to be how to clear them; 
by laying out what we receive according to 
the truſt repoſed in us. And therefore, my 
brethren, how much we receive of the good 
things of this world, let that be at the wil 
of our Maſter; but be it our concern to diſ- 
burſe them as we ought.— Surely then, in this 
reflection, we ſhould be ſo far from deſiring 
to be immenſely rich, or envying the condi- 
tion of thoſe that are ſo; that, even if no 
trouble attended the attainment of wealth, 
nor anxiety the keeping of it, nor vexation 
the loſs; we ſhould rather envy the ſafety 
and the ſecurity of thoſe who are not tempted 
with ſuch dangerous bleſſings, but are hap- 
pily delivered, by Almighty Go p, from the 
Heavy account of a great eſtate, and the curſe 


of a covetous mind. 

If we muſt defire without bounds, let us 
apply to proper objects: unbounded deſires 
ſhould have objects that are ſo too. Let us 
then turn our whole hearts to thoſe man- 
ſions of bliſs, where only there is fulneſs of 
Joy, fulneſs without ſatiety, joy without _ 

an 
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ind abundance without avarice! Poſſeſſions 
equally unenvied, unfading, and undiſturbed! 
There the weary be at reſt, and there the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling ; they hear not 
the voice of the oppreſſor. There, where all 
will enjoy all, and the power and plenty, 
and pre-eminence of others, will be new 
funds of mutual and perpetual felicity ! In 
one word, where our utmoſt hopes and ex- 
pectations cannot poſſibly be diſappointed, 
but by being infinitely exceeded. 


To which manſions of conſummate and 
unenvied felicity, Gop of his infinite 
mercy conduct us all, through the merits 
and mediation of JesUs CHRIST. 
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Prov. vi. ver. 6, 7, 8. 


Ver. 6. Go to the ant, thou fluggard, 
conſider her ways, and be wiſe.—— 
7. Which having no guide, averſeer 

or ruler; 8. Provideth her meat 


in the ſummer, and gathereth- * 
food in the harveſt. | 


T is obſervable of Solomon, that as he is 
every- where throughout his writings zeal- 
dus in the praiſe of Induſtry, fo he is no leſs. 
ſevere in the reproach of idleneſs : and yet, 
the ſame time that his indignation 1s raiſed 
zainſt the ſluggard, he ſeems more at a loſs 
how to inſtruct and reform that unhappyrace. 
of mortals, than any other whatſoever : men 
of every other character were capable of im- 
provement from application and Induſtry : 
but what could be expected from thoſe who 
were 
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were too lazy to put any precepts into pu- 
Rice, however uſeful and wife ? Had he te- 
ferred them for inſtruction to the ſchools of 
philoſophy, many precepts muſt be learned, 
and many books turned over; and they muſt 
have reſolved upon a regular courſe of ſtudy 
and diſcipline; before they could attain thoſe 
habits, and that wiſdom they wanted; and 
this he knew would: be death to them, even 
to-think of: and therefore the ſhorteſt me- 
thod he could take with them, and indeed 
the ſhorteſt courſe that could poſſibly be taken 
for their amendment, was to retnit them for 
inſtruction to the ant: where they neededonly 
to look and learn; where, ſtretched at length 
by the ſide of a ſunny bank (as proper a ſitua- 
tion for floth as their hearts could wiſh) they 
might ſee all the ſurpriſing effeQsof Induftry, 
and learn all the fruits and advantages of it, 
at their eaſe, without ſtirring from the ſpot, 
without the expence either of toil or ſtudy, 
and, in ſhort, without any other labour than 
that of keeping their eyes open. 

Here, might they behold a little creature 
labouring under. a load of more than four 
times its own bulk, and conveying it with 


inceflant Induſtry to the common ftore; 15 
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he fainted, and grew unequal to the taſſc, 
e might ſoon have the pleaſure to ſee a good- 
utured neighbour haſtening to his aſſiſtance; 
he loaded ants going in one way, and the 
mloaded going out another, that they might 
at obſtruct one another in their paſſage. 

In the courſe of a few days loitering, he 
night obſerve the common ſtock of proviſion 
mmenſely increafed : and, what muſt be a 
contemplation of great pleaſure to fuch a ge- 
ius, he might obſerve, that the labours of 
the year ended with the harveſt ; that, when 
hey had no more to gather, they had no 
nore to do, but to fit down and enjoy what 
bey had got: that they had provided con- 
enient coverings for themſelves, and gra- 
uries for their food, and were under no ne- 
teſity of ſuffering the ſeverities of the win- 
tr-ſcaſon, but were warmly lodged in the 
midſt of peace and plenty ; and never need 
put their feet out of doors, unleſs, perhaps, 
b ſun themſelves, or their proviſions, after 
iglut of rain: which were no more than a 
peaſant recreation after ſo long confine- 
ment. And, laſtly, he could not but ob- 
krve, with conſcious ſhame, that he never 
met with one idler in the whole community; 

that 
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that every individual contributed ſomething 
to the public fund; and beſt conſulted his 
own good, by co-operating for the good © 
the whole. 

When the ſluggard had obſerved all this 
at his eaſe, one would think it would not be 
very hard for him to turn it into an uſefull 
leſſon of life; and to reaſon thus ſhortly and 
pertinently upon it I alſo am a member o 
ſociety, and ſhould I be utterly inſignificant in 
it? Was I made to be leſs important than 
an ant? or, Am I leſs bound to contribute 
to the good of the community ? Is not my 
own inſeparable from it ? and ſhall I not co- 
operate for the common good? Every ſo- 
ciety hath a fund of wealth, beſt acquired by 
honeſt arts: from whence alſo ariſe the other 
national funds of power, credit, and eſteem: 
Should I be inſignificant toall theſe purpoſes? 
and can I be happy, and honourable, if I be? 
Let me reflect, if I alſo can have reſolu- 
tion and induſtry enough to labour out my 
ſeaſon, like the ant, I ſhall not only contri- 
bute to the public good, but ſhall alſo, pro- 
bably, be able to get myſelf a comfortable 
proviſion for life.—Life alſo hath its ſeaſons, 


like the year: the times of health and ſtrength 
are 
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ve its ſummer, and i its autumn: if 7 employ 
theſe, as 1 ought, in ſome uſeful and honeſt 
purſuit, T ſhall, in all probability, have ac- 
quired wherewithal to ſupport me in the 
winter of life, when the ſeaſon of labour is 
wer, and when caſe and reft will be very | 
greeable and defirable to me: how infinite- 

y happy ſhall I be, if I can live to ſee the day 
when I ſhall have nothing to do but to eat 
ud drink, and take my teſt! 

And here we ſee the exceeding wiſdom of 
lomon's propofing the ant to the imitation 
&idlers, becauſe it is an example that ſhould 
acite them to induſtry, even for the intereſt 
of their floth ; foraſmuch as it inſtructs us, 
tht a ſhort courſe of unwearied induſtry is 
de ſureſt means to purchaſe a long vacation 
« eaſe, and uninterrupted reſt. 

It is not barely upon this principle, but 
on others of more moment, that I ſhall 
adeayour to illuſtrate the wiſdom of early 
nduſtry (the moſt important of all ſocial du- 

tes) to this audience ; and when the wiſdom 
> this virtue hath ſufficiently recommended 
ttoyou, I hope you will need no other mo- 
we to engage you in an earneſt purſuit and 
Fattice of it, 
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Ihe importance of this virtue to the pub 
lic needs no proof; foraſmuch as it is (elf 
evident, that no man can be an uſeful mem 
ber of ſociety, who doth not, ſome Way c 
other, contribute either to its peace, honow 
ſecurity, or intereſt: and how this can þ 
done, without a proper exerciſe and improve 
ment either of the powers of his body, o 
mind, or both, in ſome uſeful purſuit, is ut 
terly inconceivable. And therefore I ſh: 
content myſelf with ſhewing the advantag 
of-induſtry to every man in his private capa 
City. 

And, firſt, Induſtry is wiſe with regard t 
the intereſts and concerns of the body: w 
were made for labour, and a certain portiol 
of exerciſe is abſolutely neceſſary to 0 
health and ſtrength ; and the body can at 
more be preſerved in vigour without it, that 
without its natural food. What the con 
dition of our conſtitution in paradiſe migh 
be, is not eaſy to ſay: but it is eviden 
that from the moment man was driven fron 
that delightful ſeat, and condemned to ſup 
port his life by the ſweat of his brow, Ja 
bour is become neceflary to our well-being 
and tho it was pronounced upon Adam 2 
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(curſe, and in puniſhment of his tranſgreſs 
ion: yet, whether it were to manifeſt the 
W continuance of that curſe upon his poſterity, 
x rather, in the uſual courſe of the Divine 
nercy, to turn curſes into bleſſings, to ſuch 
8 patientiy ſubmit to his chaſtenings, and 
make 4a right uſe of them; thus much is 
certain, that we are doomed to labour from 
that day to this! Go o and nature demand it 
of us; and if we cannot be happy with it, 
ve muſt be miſerable without it. 

As our conſtitutions are now mortal and 
wrruptible, it is evident, that, in ſome part 
other of them, we die daily: and when 
hoſe periſhing parts become uſeleſs to the 
frength and vigour of the body, they are a 
bad and incumbrance to it; and if not 
brown off by exerciſe, or otherwiſe, be- 
tome matter of diſeaſe and infirmity to us; 
nd when they grow ſo numerous as to cor- 
apt the maſs of blood, if we have not 
frength enough to throw them off in the 
Ucharges of gouts and fevers, we muſt fink 
nd die under them. 

Now the true and natural way of getting 
nd of theſe noxious humours, is, by exert- 
hs the body in ſome uſcful labour, by which 
Aa2 its 
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its health and ſtrength may be preſerved a 
improved; and „ben tir ad urge 
the labours of life will rather be a pleafure 
than A toil to ĩt; for the body finds as rong 

and natural a pleaſure in employing it 
powers to their proper, ends, as the mint 
does in the purſuit of truth, 2 
ployment of any of its faculties to their p 
per ends. And, on the other hand, a ft 
of idleneſs and inactivity is as naturally irk 
ſome to a man in full health, when the buf 
neſs of life calls for his ſtrength and induſtry 
as it is to a generous ſteed to be reined i 
when he is drawn out to the courſe —T} 
perfection and happineſs of every being, ar 
every thing in this world, confiſts in th 
right application and exertion of their powet 
tothe true ends and purpoſes for which the 
were - ordained ; and whenever they are 
verted from thoſe ends, or applied to oth 
purpoſes, they become uſeleſs, and unhapp 
If the body be not employed, it becom 
bloated, languid, and enervate : floth fer 
it at firſt, and all the infirmities of life purſ 
floth ; and then the languid pleaſures of it 
activity are followed by the ſharp pains « 
flow and racking diſtempers : whereas 
* N bo 
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hour, as it is the ſure pledge of health, ſy is 
t the ſure ſource of all Mr 
eſult from it: nay, experience teaches us 
hat the ſpirits are raiſed by exerciſe into a 
nore conſtant chearfulneſs and vivacity; thats 
an be ſupplied even by the moſt generous 
vines: nay, there is a pleaſure even in the 
vearineſs that ſucceeds temperate exerciſe; 
yhich far excels all the: enjoyments of ſloth: 
ud if the labours, and even the languors, of 
nduſtry be agreeable; ſurely the refreſhments 
o it muſt: be doubly delightful.” It was St. 
Pau? s rule, that if any would not work, neither = 
ſruld they eat, And this is not only morally 
ut and righteous, but: it, is naturally ſo. 
The end of food is to ſupply the waſtes of 
he body from labour; therefore if men will 
AN neither ſhould they eat; and if 

they will cat, yet they had better not: for 
bey muſt do it without appetite, and with 
out pleaſure: and, after all, when they have 
uten in their food, it will turn more into 
liſeaſe than digeſtion. This is the true ſtate 
ad ſettled rule of life; but there are excep· 
bons to this rule: there are ho live only 
b eat; whereas labour, as it is intitled to 
a ſo it is intitled to health and 
A a 3 happineſs 
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happineſs from that refreſnment. Mat aa 
exquiſite reliſh does it give to the plainaſt dad 
coarſeſt food! and what ſoftneſs-even:to a 
pillow of ſtone! The ſleep of 'd' labouring 
man is ſweet, ſays Solomon; Finnen oa 
very reſt and eaſe of the ſlothful is a bu 
to him: for it is certain, hi: apo 
eat till the moſt delicious foods loſe all their 
reliſh ; ſo they may reſt till feathers loſe; 
their ſoftneſs, till pillows and beds-of down 
can ſupply them with no one eaſy ſpotwhete- 
on to recline. their languid head; and if they 
chance to doze in that uneaſy condition, that 
ſleep, which is a refreſhment to a body wea- 
ried with labour, can be only an additional 
grievance to a r that is nem 
reſt. 
But this is not all; for as incaſe 
cures a ſtock of chearful health, without 
which the good things of this life cannot 
be enjoyed; ſo is it naturally fitted to pto- 
cure a fund of good things for the enjoy- 
ment of life: for all theſe are the pu 
of induſtry, as the want of them is the pu- 
niſhment of floth.—#He becometh poor, fays 
the wiſe man, that dealeth with a flach 
hand ; but the band of the — 
Tit, 
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nch,—And again :. The hand of the diligent 
fall bear rule, 1 Int the Aach ful ſball be under 
tribute,—The foul of the Auggard defir eth, 
ud hath nothing; but the foul of the dili- 
rent ſhall be made fat. be drunkard and 
te gluttom ſhall come to poverty, and drowfi- 
1 . hall clothe @ man with rags. And there- 
ire, whoever defires to lay up a ſufficient 
tore of the good things of this life, for the 
onfolation and ſupport of his old age, let him 
uke care to employ his youth in an honeſt 
nduſtry ; for this is the only ſure means of 
procuring thoſe bleſſings. —And if he fails 
v do this, let him reſt aſſured, that, in the 
&cline of life, he will be purſued by two of 
he cruelleſt evils in life, remorſe and pover- 
yl fruitleſs remorſe, and unpitied poverty: 
whereas the diligent ſhall not only have 
chere withal to ſupply his own wants, but 
kewiſe to relieve the wants of others. The 
ſetbful (as Solomon expreſſes it) coveteth gree=: 
bly all the day long; but the righteous (i. e. 
le that exerteth an honeſt induſtry) giveth, 
nd ſpareth not, The man that hath raiſed 
unſelf by an honeſt induſtry, giveth, and 
fareth not; knowing, that, as ta the wealth 
ud afivence of this world, there is no good 

Aa 4 in 
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in them, but for a man to\ rejoice und i 
good in bis life; and that every man ſhould 
eat and "drink, and enjoy the good of all bj 
labour : this is tbe gift of GOD. Aud 
therefore, as far as pleaſure is preferabletc 
pain, and health to diſeaſe ; as far as ſprigh 
lineſs exceeds ſtupidity, and found ſleep, dif- 
turbed dreams; as far as freedom is profer 
able to ſervitude, and dominion to depend 
ence; as far as plenty, and a power of doing 
good, ſurpaſs pining deſire, and pinching po- 
verty; ſo far is induſtry wiſer and better th 
floth, even with * to the cancers of 
the wy (13 0 
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| But Sn Taduftry is WA vibe re- 
gard to the intereſt of the ſoul. ——Virtut 
and'knowlege are to the ſoul, what health 
and ſtrength are to the body; the fame in- 
duſtry is equally perfective and uſeful, and 
the ſame indolence equally ruinous and de 
ſtructive, to both: the ſame ſloth, that brings 
diſeaſes upon the body, brings vices and evil 
affections upon the ſoul.—I went by the fell 
of tbe flothful, ſays Solomon, and by the vint- 
yard of the man void of underſtanding * and, 
hs it was all grown over with thorns, and 
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witles had covered the Jace thereof : and 
the flone wall thereof ua broken "down, 
The field and vineyard of the ſlothful are 
exact emblems of his mind: inſtead of grapes 
ud olives, inſtead of the nobleſt fruits 
of culture and ſtudy, it is over-run with 
thorns and nettles, and evil weeds of every 
lind; with noxious vices, with perverſe ap- 
petites, and vexatious humours, that tear, 
ud ſting, and are equally vexatious to him- 
ſelf, and all around him; without any more 
liſtinction than the briars and nettles of his 
ineyard make between their owner and 
uy one elſe that walks through them: nay, 
not only ſo, hut its'wwall 35 brake dewn, its 
fence of virtue and knowlege is in ruins; 
nor has it any thing to defend it from the in- 
tuſion and devaſtation of vice; it is now an 
open prey to every invader. 

Plato tells us, that induſtry is as ** 
preferable to idleneſs, as brightneſs is to ruſt; 
_y implying, that idleneſs is to the 
mind what ruſt is to metals; and in truth it 
sſo: it does not only tarniſh its luſtre, and 
make it unfit for uſe, but it alſo eats into it. 
The mind was formed for exerciſe, as well as 
the body ; and, if it be unemployed, it will 

| not 
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not only grow ruſty and dull, but it wil 
alſo prey upon itſelf. And tho it ſhould not 
degenerate altogether into the condition of 
the ſluggard's vineyard, tho' it ſhould not 
fall into all the ruin and devaſtation of vice 
yet will it never want thorns and nettles it 
will never want ſufficient ſupplies of ſpleen, 
and evil appetites, to puniſh the neyle& of 
honeſt purſuits, and uſeful attainments,.— 
The defire of the flothful killeth him, ſays 
Solomon ; for his hands refuſe to labour.—— 
And ſure it muſt be a ſtate of miſerable tor. 
ment, pafſionately to deſire what we ſee we 
ſhall not enjoy, and cannot he at the pains 
to procure: and it is obvious to obſerve in 
the world numbers of men repining to death 
every day, at the advancement of others to 
honour and eminence from the improve- 
ment of thoſe abilities which were naturally, 
perhaps, inferior to their own: and yet all 
this is but the juſt and natural reward of 
honeſt induſtry, in proof of that excellent 
obſervation of the wiſe man, in xxiid-chap, 
of his Proverbs, 29th verſe. Segſt thou a 
man diligent in bis buſineſs ? be ſtall fand 
before kings; he fhall not fland * nean 


men. 
Again 
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Again, Induſtry is yet fatther wiſe with 
rgard to the concerns of the foul, becauſe 
proper improvement in knowlege is necei-· 
4 to all conditions in life. Eyery man 
does not need to be a merchant, or a me- 
chanic; but every man ſhould be a man of 
knowlege, and; if poſſible; a man of learn 
ng, at leaſt, in his own profeſſion. Fot 
this reaſon the antients, tho they had but 
me Ceres, and one Juican, one deity that 
reſided over the labours of the hammer, and 
the plough; yet had they nine Muſes, becauſe 
heir aid was uſeful to men of every cha- 
xceſſion of new light, and new knowlegeʒ 
ud new light, and new knowlege, will al- 
ways be uſeful to inform and guide us to 
more advantage in every purſuit. ; and there 
sſcarcely any art ſo mean and mechanic, to 
which learning might not be both. orna- 
nental and uſeful: there is ſcarcely one pro- 
kflon in the world, where a right applica- 
ton of knowlege would not carry us to un- 
common degrees of eminence. And if learn 
ng be thus honourable in every other pro- 
ſelſion, ſurely where it is itſelf the principal, 
{ not the ſole profeſſion, the want of it 
— 
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muſt T 
is no medium; men muſt either want 
take pains to attain it: and hence it is 
Miner va, the goddeſs. of wriiſdom, N 
che-antiets, hd fe Fu fe, er 
the mor ſter, given her, to ſhew. that n 
but ann were intitled to R 
2 L Navi 

Now, . | 
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<1 iſt, Becauſe it is an higher and nobler it 
tainment:> And, adly, Beecauſe age, whi 
for the db part adds to our wealth, 
the acceſſion of avarice, and the d 
ment of the expenſive paſſions, takes awij 
from our knowlege; by impairing the p 
ers of the mind; and that, when we wait 
it moſt, both for our own credit, and the in 
ſtruction of others : and therefore we ſh6uid 
take care to'be plentifully provided. | Vis 
men, faith Solomon, lay up knowlege ;— well 
knowing it is the nobleſt and moſt valuable 
treaſure they can poſſibly lay up: and if, a 
the ſame wiſe man obſerves, the grey bet 

is the beauty of old men; it is beyond al 


doubt, le I wildem is the glory of ce 
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bead, —O f bow comely- 4 thing 1s 87/8 
nent for grey hairs (fays the wiſe ſon of 
Sirach)1 and for antient men to know cuun- 
ſe! O] how comely is the wiſdom of uld ment, 
and under flanding and counſel to nem of bo- 
mur! Ecclus. xxv. 4, 5. And therefore, as 
knowlege is better than ignorance; and vir- 
we than vice; as far as culture exceeds wild. 
refs and barbarity, and-brightneſsexcels ruſt; 
Eis light is more lovely than darkneſs, and 
counſel more becoming the grey head than 
uninformed dotage ; ſo far is diligence wiſer, 
and better, and more valuable, than idleneſs, 
with regard even to the Rs peer gee 
the ſoul. | | N 


In the laſt a place: If Faligence be wiſe with 
regard to the temporal concerns of the ſoul, 
t muſt ſurely be much more fo with regard 
o its eternal intereſt. There are many pur- 
ſuits that are proper and ornamental in life; 
there are many of high concern; but there 
; one only of infinite importance: there are 
many of excellent uſe; but there is one only 
of abſolute neceſſity: and happy, beyond all 
compariſon, wiſe and happy, are they who 
* early cheſen that better part. — Tbe 
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fear of the: Lord, ſays Solomon, is thi be. 
ginning of wiſdom, And it is obſervable, 
that the Hebrew word here interpreted the 
beginning » lignifies either the foundation or 
the top of any thing; and, in the preſent 
application of it, it is ſtrictly true in either 
ſenſe: the fear of the Lonp is the founda. 
tion and the top of all wiſdom. That early 
and prudent caution, which is the parent and 
the companion of true wiſdom, beſt enters 
into the mind, and dwells there, from an 
awe of religion, from the ſenſe of an infinite. 
ly wiſe and powerful Being always preſent to 
every motion in our mind, and every action 
of our lives; and there is not a thought in 
our heart that is hid from him: and as this i 
the beſt principle of that caution and conſi- 
deration which ſhould conduct our lives; fo 
is the end it aims at, at once the wiſeſt and 
the nobleſt purſuit of reaſonable beings: if 
it be wiſe to lay up early treaſures upon 
earth, where moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and 
thieves break through and fteal ; is it not 
infinitely more ſo, to lay up for yourſelves 
freaſures in heaven, where neither math nor 
ruſt can corrupt, and where thieves cannot 
break through, and fteal? I it be wiſe 1 
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lay up early treaſures of knowlege, for the 


conduct of life, for the improvement of our 
profeſſions and faculties, and for the honour 
and ornament of our advanced years, to ſup- 
port us with dignity in the decline of life; 
is it not infinitely more ſo, diligently to 
ſearch after that knowlege that will adorn 
our Chriſtian profeſſion, and treaſure up 
thoſe precepts that will conduct us to ever- 
laſting glory, and give us honour in the ſight 
of angels? Thou fluggard, if it be wiſe in 
thee to learn of the ant, to make proviſion 
for the winter of life, for one ſhort and un- 
certain ſeaſon ; is it not infinitely more ſo, to 
lay up for all eternity—for a life of endleſs 
duration, and inconceivable happineſs ? 
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SERMON XVII 
PRO v. xiv. 30. | 


und beart is the 1; ife of the fleſh; 
but envy the rottenneſs of the bones. 


T is agreed among moraliſts, that al the 
laws of nature, as far as they comprehend 
te duties we owe to one another, may be 
duced to this one great principle of uni- 
i benevolence ; viz. That we lay it down 
the fixed and fundamental rule of all our 
tons, to do all manner of good, and to 
in from all manner of evil. 

The motives to this conduct, beſides the 
wty and agreeableneſs of it, both to our 
1 nature, and the Divine will, are theſe : 
That (however men of narrow appre- 
lions may imagine otherwiſe, yet) all 
nknd in reality conſult their own intereſt 
d when they contribute to the good of 
whole. 2. That there is an intrinſic 
alure reſalting from the practice of virtue, 


Bb and 
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and ſuch as hath a natural tendency to peace 
of mind, and health of body. And, 3. That 
it endears and recommends us to the love and 
eſteem of all mankind, | 

Whereas, on the contrary, anguiſh 0 
heart, hatred, diſeſteem, and inſecurity, at 
the natural rewards of iniquity, even in thi 
world: and as this is no- here more conſpi 
cuous than in the paſſion and vice of em 
now before us; ſo the contraſt betwixt that 
and a humane, benevolent, good-nature 
diſpoſition, is no-where more ſtrongly ar 
beautifully expreſſed than in the words 
my text: A ſound beart is the life ꝙ tl 
feeſh; but envoy the rottenneſs of the bu 
A ſound heart, or, as the original may oth 
wiſe be rendered, a heart of lenity, or m 
dicine. All which arc meant to fignify, th 
a benevolent, good-natured diſpoſition, 1s 
kindly, genial, vital principle, that- inful 
balm and healing into the blood, and pn 
duces a ſtrong pleaſure, like that which 
ſults from good health, and a right ter 
perament : whereas envy is a leaven 
fours and corrupts, ſets all the humours up 
the fret, and is the direct contradiction 
happineſs and health ; the bane of all that 
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* PRINTER in order to repreſent this 
dious paſſion in its true light, and make it 
t hateful to you as it is deteſtable in itſelf, I 
hall endeavour in the following diſcourſe to 
1 you, | 


|. The nature and origin of f Envy ; and 
who they are that are moſt ſubject to 
if, 

II. I ſhall ſhew you the ſymptoms by 
which it may be known, 

III. I ſhall endeayour to explain and trace 
out the ill effects of it. it; 
IV. And, laſtly, I ſhall endeayour to aſ- 
ſign the — of this pernicious 

paſſion. 


Firſt, then, As to the nature of Envy, it 
pain, or uneaſineſs, ariſing from an ap- 
rhenfion of the proſperity and good for- 
ne of others; not becauſe we ſuffer from 
ter welfare, nor that our condition may be 


uſe their condition is bettered. 
B b 2 There 


_ eee, and defireable, in 


tered by our uneaſineſs, but merely | be- 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 


372 De Nature, &c. *. 18 


There is a ſtrong jealouſy of pre 2minenc 
1 ſuperiority implanted in our nature h 
Almighty Gov, for wiſe and noble Purpoſe 
to excite to the purſuit of laudable at 
ments, and the imitation of good and pre: 
actions. When this principle takes root i 
a good mind, it is called Emulation. No 
emulation is alſo an uneaſineſs occaſioned 
the good fortune of others ; but not bec 
we repine at their proſperity, but mou 
we ourſelves have not attained the ſame ge 
ſucceſs. The effect of this principle is, 
excite us to great deſigns, and worthy pe 
formances. Twas This that made Cz 
weep at the ſight of Alexander's ſtatue, 
think that he had already paſſed that age 
which the other 2 88 had conquered i 
world. * 

But when this principle meets with 
evil, corrupt diſpoſition, it then degenerat 
into Envy, the moſt malignant and hz 
paſſion in human nature, the worſt weed 
the worſt ſoil ! And this is ſo far from ſt 
ring us up to worthy 1 imitations, and laudal 
Purſuits, that it takes a quite contrary I 
thod.; and ny to taint and ha” 


— 


= 


EE BN F- tOZ=, 


=” "x. 


F- f—- i 


= 


S = = EE = =© a g& B 


ju u den not fo much as aft 10 
IIIA 4 
Now this rica affects us chiefly in WO 
jon to our equals, at : leaſt thoſe that we 
hink ſhould be ſo, if ſome good turn of 
frtune had not raiſed them above us: and 
he reaſon of it ſeems to be this; It hath 
jeaſed Go to implant in us all, ſtrong de- 
ies of power and affluence: but foraſmuch 
s there is no certain portion of theſe fixed, 
wr any ſtandard ſettled; by which it may be 
ktermined when any man enjoys either of 
beſe in proportion to his merits; the only 
my of eſtimating our ſucceſs in the attain- 
nent of them, is, by comparing our for- 
me with thoſe of like birth, or education, 
r condition of life, with ourſelves: if We 
ind we have equaled or exceeded theſe, the 
atural conſequence is joy and complacence 
hour condition; but if we are exceeded by 
tem, Emulation, or Envy: Emulation, if 
Rare virtuous and good men (for then this 
re- eminence of our equals is a new ſpur to 
ur induſtry, and urges us on to honeſt pur- 
kits); but Envy, if we are corrupt and worth 
d: for then we are 8 
ken what we cannot equal; that ſo, at 

B b 3 leaſt, 
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leaſt, we may bring thoſe down to —_— 
level, whom v we cannot boar to am 5 
un wo 

— kinks 3 it een a om 
envy thoſe whom their birth and fortune 
have placed greatly above us, nor thoſe t hat 
are very far inferior to us; becauſe neither of 
theſe are the ſtandards by which-we meaſure 
our own felicity : neither do we envy the 
dead, nor men of remote and foreign 
gions; becauſe, with theſe, EE 
contention, or competition d honour 4 
pre- eminenee. 

No the perſons moſt ſubject G0 
happy paſſion of Envy art, iſt, — 
becauſe they think every thing raviſned ff 
themſelves, that accrues to their equi 
— that, if it had not been for t 
ition, they might have attained ti 
advantage that were equally in e 

2dly (If theſe may juſtly be diſtinguiſh 
from the covetous), Men of little and n 
ſpirits are moſt ſubject to Envy; beer u 
theſe every thing appears great and extraot 
dinary; as if their minds bore ſome analoy 
to microſcope-plaſles, * e 0 
portion to their littleneſs. 
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zdly, Men of extraordinary endowments 
and abilities, or that are renowned. on ac- 
count of ſome uncommon excellence, gf 
mighty performances, and, in general, men 
that are ſtudious of the ſame attainments, 
whether. of wealth, or wiſdom, or valour, 
or the like, are very fubject to Envy; becauſe 
their intereſts either do, or at leaſt are often 
imagined. to interfere, and therefore they 
cannot bear a riyal, Twas this ſet. Pompey 
and Cæſar at mortal variance; becauſe, as 
the hiſtorians obſerve, the one could not bear 
an equal, nor the other a ſuperior. 

Proud men alſo are remarkably ſubje& to 
this vice, eſpecially if their pride be founded 
upon wealth, beauty, birth, or any other 
conſideration diſtin& from real merit, if they 
have no real and valuable advantages to pride 
themſelves upon (ſuch as learning, wiſdom, 
virtue, or aſefol arts, of ſome kind, where- 
by the world. may be benefited) ; becauſe 
then their birth, or wealth, or other acci- 
dental or imaginary advantages, being their- 
only diſtinctions above others, they cannot 
bear to ſee thoſe men grow up into eſteem, 
ad wealth, and honour, by the force of their 
own merit, who before were their infe- 
Bb 4 riors; 
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riors; and who, they foreſee, mult <neday 
be better, and mere ny evo than 
hf ge n 0 fuse 
And, laſtly, Old men are very Mg b 
Ay: becauſe they ſee the youth poſſeſſed of 
thoſe atlvantages which once were theirs, 
and which they _—_—_— _ have yet t 
right to. N 
And thus having ſhewn you the nature 
and origin of Envy, and who they are that 


are moſt ſubject to it: 1 proceed, in the nent 
place, 


II. To ſhew the penn by which it 
may be known. =," oe 

Firſt, It is a ſhrewd ſign of our enyying 
any perſon, when we find ourſelves averſe 
from doing him good offices; for this is a 
great corruption of nature, Which, in its 
purity, is ſocial and benevolent, and hath z 
ſtrong p E to acts of Kindneſs and 
goodneſs, as well as a ſtrong pleafure in the 
4 rformance of them: whereas envy | 3 
narrow, ſelfiſh princi iple, utterly inconſiſtent 
with that univerſal charity, which is the firſt 
dictate of uncorrupt nature, and which our 
| bleſſed Saviour recommends to us as the di- 


ſttinguiſung 


SSS SS SS Pp HI4ua4S ESE 5 SES 2 T FF HH 


© 2 


ver, 18. ENVVY. 377 

lowers. And yet one would: think, that 
ten pride and ambition (which are almoſt 
nſeparable ingredients of Envy) ſhould find 
their account in good offices: foraſmuch as 
to relieve the indigent,” to eaſe the oppreſſed, 
and to comfort the: afflicted, to benefit our 
enemies,” and to do good for evil, are, in 
rality, the happieſtemployments, and nobleft 
tiumphs, of human nature] and Tam confi- 
dent would always be thought ſo, if it were 
ot for that corrupt, ſelfiſh principle,” that 
checks and cramps every thing that is good 
ad noble in our nature and therefore it is 
nuch to be ſuſpected, that avaricę is the 
great root af Envy ; becauſe that is ſo apt 
to repreſent. every thing as loſt, and taken 
way from ourſelves, that is given to an- 
other: as if we were neceſſarily injured by 
rrery thing by which —_—_ 3 


But, 


2dly, A fecond frraptorn of — and a 
much ſurer than the former, is, when we are 
pleaſed with the evil of others. This is ſuch 
adegree of corruption, as reverſes our whole 
nature, and renders it the 22 
what it ſhould be. It is a corruption that 


* 2 


1. bath chis Nngularity id in thatit hath en 
for its object, in an eminent degree, 4 
any other paſſion whatſoever. Even ange, 
unruly and outragious as it is, relaxes either 
by time or ſatisfaction, and for the moſt | 
calms into good nature, aruba 
and nothing in nature, ——— is ſtendih 
and permanently malignant. 
zaly, Another ſymptom of Envy; b. 
cenſorious diſpoſition; ind Mis Mseneg 
ſelf either in induſtriouſly ſilencing the goo: 
actions of others, or expoſing the bad: bu 
indeed, it ſeldom reſts here. It extends i 
ſelf even to the doubtful and indifferent 
nay, too often, to the good and virtuous 
and ſeldom fails, either by uncharitable ii 
terpretations, or ſtrained conſequences, tc 
affix ſome colour or intention of evil tc 
them. And becauſe it is often ſeen in'thix 
ſhape, and is always odious ne: 
r 
its deformity. The moſt common d 
is pity ; and it muſt be owned it is, a6 * 
ſame time, the beſt: . 
cellence in this world that hath not its allaj 
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Learning is too often proud, judgment flow, 
vit injudicious, and ſo of thereſt; and. there- 
fore it is eaſy to hide the rancour oſ our Envy, 
under the compaſhon we would be thought 
to beſtow upon that unhappy imperfection, 
vhich clouds and depreſſes the excellenet we 
ſem to admite, at the fame time that we 
ane en een 


* T8 C7 3; = 


At other times it puts on — 
of wit and delicacy : it is a nicety of taſte 
that diſpoſes us to diflike and difreliſh the 
xcompliſhmentsand performances of others; 
but ſtill with an air of contempt, and con- 
cious ſuperiority, rather than of envy. 

The lat gm ptom of envythatT fall men- 
tion, is, a diſcontented, querulous difpoſi- 
tion, repining at the diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence; that the foundations are out of courſe, 
rirtue and merit are deſpiſed and oppreſſed, 
nd nothing but vice and villainy proſper, 
and carry all before them ! and yet, when 
al this comes to be inquired into, ĩt will be 
found, perhaps, to mean no mare than that 
the complainant is not in the condition 
he wiſhes to bez or, in other words, that 


the moſt worthleſs man „ 


ss ene n ge 
the intereſt of virtue and religion a cloał to 
it leis conſpicuous than the impiety; foil. 
much as the true way to happineſs and proſe 

perity is an honeſt induſtry, and an humble 
ſubmiſſion and intire reſignation to the Wiſe 
diſpenſations of the Divine Providence; and 
not to graſp at any thing that was not in- 
tended for us; becauſe, when we do, wy 
are ſure of vexation, and diſa ppointment. 
This querulous and cenſorious 
attended with this farther ill conſequenee, 
that it too often degenerates into doubts 


Ak We Shoe > 
of Envy. | proceed, OED 
5 -$- Ut 
III. To inquire into the ll effacts af i. 
; And theſe are of two forts, ether fo th 


envious perſon or to ſocietx. 
Firſt, To the envious perſon; af 


theſe my tent expreſſes, by Fotfenne/+ to lle 
benes 
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bones, es ag operates agreeably, both 


body and ſoul; whereas envy 


upon the 
waſtes and diſtracts: the eyes are dank by l. 
and the countenance becomes haggard, and 


livid: a ſecret :canker gnaws the heart, and 
cats into the bones, ike a moth: fretting a 
garment. The mind, in the mean time, is 
in a perpetual ferment, working, and reſt- 
leſs, like a troubled ſea, | A. ſucceſſion of 
turbulent and unruly paſſions ſeize.it: all 
within is in uproar} and acer re- 
* loſt in the tumult. 


But this is not all. re wont effect 6 of 
envy is, the influence it hath upon the mo- 
ral ſtate of the mind; it does not only kill 
our quiet, but our virtue likewiſe. And 
the reaſon is evident.—All virtue conſiſts in a 
ſocial diſpoſition; love and benevolence are 
the fountains from whence it flows: -and 
therefore when envy once poiſons the mind 
with deſpite, and gall, and enmity ; may we 
not juſtly aſk, with St. Fames, My brethren, 
can the ſame fountain ſend forth fiveet wa- 
ter and bitter? The ſoul is called off, by 
this means, from the nobleſt objects and in- 
clinations, and perverted to the vileſt, and 
the worſt ; when, inſtead of . 
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ed in contriving our Own. ſalvation; and 
promoting the good of mankind, wear 
buſied in projecting calamity, and tortuye, 
and affliction, both to ourſelves and othen 
In the mean time death ftcals faſt upon u 
and the ends of life are loſt and defeated, 
We live in the world like furies, and ve 
leave it in a condition that renders us unfit 
for every thing but the converſation ef 
fiends, and curſed ſpirits. And this is one 
obvious reaſon, why wicked men are to 
dell with devils in another world; becanſe, 
when once the mind is imbued with the 
malignity of vice, it is unfitted for every 
thing but the ſociety of curſed ſpirits; and it 
is as impoſſible for it to derive: any conſola- 
tion from the ſociety of angels, and arch- 
angels, ue! 79 heaven; as 
that Envy, hatred, and malice, ſhould de- 


light in love, and friendſhip, and univerſi 
charity. 


But, 2dhy, Anchor in effect 4 "ove 
hath upon the perſon poſſeſſed by it, is, that 
it expoſes him to the juſt hatred and averſion 
of all mankind: and therefore it is utteriy 
repugnant to reaſon, and the common in- 
tereſts of life ; becauſe it puts a man upon 
| 4 ſuch 
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uch methods of obtaining his ends, as muſt 
of neceſſity defeat his own purpoſes: for no 
nan is ſelf-ſufficient, but hath frequent need 
of the friendſhip:and affiſtance of others, in 
il conditions and circumſtances of life. And 
z any man fo fooliſh as to imagine he can 
rrocure the friendſhip and affiſtance of others 
y calumny and abuſe, by deſpite and enmi- 
y? This is ſtupid, and abſurd. And there- 
fore envy will be ſo far from advancing us 
n the attainment of any one uſeful purpoſe 
of life, that it muſt of neceſſity be the great- 
t clog and impediment to all our endea- 
yours ; foraſmuch as it will at once 
ws, both of the love of ſociety, and the fa- 
our of God, and leave us equally deteſted 
ad deſpiſed of both. 

But the ill effects which this pernicious 
paſſion hath upon ſociety; are beyond all ex- 
preflion : it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
foſon ; and ſpreads its malign 


ant influence 
where-ever it comes. Wrath is cruel, and 
enger is outrageous; but who 1s able to 
fand before enuy? ſaith Solomon. Merit 
and innocence, the two great ſecurities of 
peace and ha „are ſo far from being 


ielded againſt it, that they are the —_— 
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all expoſed to ĩts malignant aſſaults; and tue 
ſure objects of its fierceſt vengeance. Wit. 
neſs the violence of "the ſons of Jacob, Who 
could facrifice their own brother'to the ea. 
louſy of a dreaded ſuperiority, even in 2 
dream. Witneſs the implacable malice of 
Saul againſt David, the man of all the earth 
he was moſt obliged to; who had ſo often 
ſaved him, and his kingdom, from ruin; 
and was the [greateſt glory, as well as the 
greateſt: ſecurity, of his country. It un- 
hinges all the obligations of gratitude and 
juſtice; and changes the very tendencies of 
our nature : it is conſcious of -its own malig- 
nity, and therefore it is impoſſible to relax 
it by good offices, becauſe it juſtly regards 
all returns of kindneſs. and benevolence to 
be (as in truth they are) the greateſt fe- 
proaches to it. In one word, it is for the 
moſt part to this one fountain, that faction 
and ſtrife, murder and hatred, and infamy, 
owe their riſe: and therefore it is, that 
whenſoever the apoſtles ſpeak of it, they ne- 
ver fail to join to it murders, wraths, ſtrifes, 
malice, — Sc. to ſhew that 
theſe are all the natural, and almoſt unavoid- 


able conſequences of that paſſion. | 9 
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&. Paul ¶ Ram. i. 29.) ſpeaking of the ſins of 
the Gentiles, which were the conſequences 


335 


of their irreligion, mentions, among others, 
that they were full of Envy : and then he 
mmediately ſubjoins murder, debate, de- 
cit, malignity. After the ſame manner, in 
bs 2d epiſtle to the Corinthians, xii, 20. he 
connects, envyings,. miſchiefs, ſtrifes, back- 
litings, whiſperings. St. Peter alſo; con- 
ects envyings and evil-ſpeakings : and St. 
James aſſures us, that, here envying is, 
lere is confuſion, and every. evil vori. 
But ſurely one of the moſt fatal and lament- 
tble effects of Envy is, that it rages greatly 
ud remarkably among perſons that are ſtu- 
tous of the ſame honeſt and laudable attain- 
nents : and therefore it were highly to be 
wiſhed, that thoſe men could be brought to 
klieve, that where-ever there is virtue and 
nduſtry, there will always be a fund of 
wealth, and power, and honour, ſufficient to 
cown the defires of any poſſible number of 
candidates in proportion to their merit: and 
lat the fund of glory will always riſe 
mh the number of its competitors. It is 
tr this commerce, as in all others that are 
"ie, and well regulated ; the number of fair 
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| traders will, in the ordinary courſe f thikg, I 


Be ſo far from diminiſhing, that they muſt the 
inereaſe the wealth of à nation: ant! Gery (er 
fingle : man, if avarice and private intereſt do be 
not injuriouſly interpoſe, will be a gait by" 
chat increaſe: at leaſt, it is certainly ſo in be. 
this, however it may hold in commertr off" 
other kinds: foraſmuch as in the purfilts bf ür 
fame from learning, from virtue, from goon 
abilities of any kind, the number o c 
dates, if Envy do not interpoſe, will AWI 
mereaſe the fund of honoùr and applaile Wil" 
becauſe every man will then have ful Me 
many more equal and JAdIIDUF arnirery, ide 
1e hath competitors, © © 
Iv. I come How 16 the lat Wit 5d. ben 
poſed, which was; to affign the be uf 
remedies ' I can for the cure of un lay 

— pernicious paſſion.” Co all 
And the firſt rule I ſhall lay down for Kb 
remedy of this evil paſſion " Envy, * 
That we ſettle our opinions of things, au | 
<ndeavour to take a right eſtimate of; them * 
Wwe call evil good, and good evil; forgetting * 
that the meaſure by which we are to Judge 85 
of the true value of all things under heaven F 


. * at we 3 Bs 
Wc law of Gop. The laws of .Gop are the 
eternal ſtandards of good. and evil: - what, 
hey recommend as valuable, or injoin as 
vile, to be regarded, are truly ſo: and what. 
bey diſclaim as vile, or forbid as noxious, 
x: found in fact to be ſo. And therefore 
he obſervance. of theſe laws.hath adiretand, 
utural tendency to health and credit, and, 
uppineſs of every kind ; and the neglect and 
tanſgrefſion of them as directly and natu- 
nlly tends to miſery, and misfortune: inſo- 
nuch that to a man who hath rightly. con- 
kdered his own nature, and the nature of 
lings without him, there cannot be a clearer, 
«more fixed poſition than this, that the con · 
brmity of our actions to the law of God, 
nuſt naturally tend to make us, wiſe and 
lappy ; and, on the other hand, that fin and 
bly, and pain, are inſeparably connected. 

If then we ſettle our judgment of things, 
«cording to the law of Go p, it is a neceſſary 
ſequence from this, that we correct the 
moneous opinion we have of ſuperfluous 
realth, Let us examine, Is there any bleſſ- 
ty pronounced upon wealth in the holy 
criptures.? Not one. There are, indeed, 

Cc 3 great 
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great bleſſings pronounced upon charity and 
mercy: and theſe bleflings are fully infured 
to us, by being merciful after our power. 

IF thou haſt much, give plenteouſfy : 7 th 
haft little, do thy diligence gladly to gives 
that little. All the great demands of [i fe 
are within the compaſs of a very moderate 
competency: our folly is, that we'imaging 
wealth, that is in truth faperfinity; 4oW he 
ſtandard of all human felicity : whe 
if-we judged rightly of things, 2 
eſteem all ſuperfluities to be, as rely ie 
are, trifles, that are wholly impertinent tc 
our happineſs ; that can adminiſter no ong 
ſolid pleaſure or ſatisfaction of life; otherwild 
than by being employed to beneficent 
charitable purpoſes : and, even there, he 
have no more merit than what is derive. 
from the goodneſs of the giver's will. 
They are Xcfreable; or otherwiſe,” accord 
ing to the wiſdom and virtue of the owner 
whereas, in their ordinary uſe, they ſeldon 
ſerve any higher or nobler purpoſes than mi 
niſtring fuel to all the unruly paſſions tir 
tear and diſtract our lives; and more partici 
larly to Envy, the bane of all felicity: 
as eee juſtly obſerves, the more 
abet 
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bound, and the higher we riſe in wealth 
ind power, the leſs can we bear ta be equall- 
ed, or outdone.—Is it poſſible, then, that a 
man, in his right ſenſes, can repine becauſe he 
rants ſuperfluities ? or envy thoſe that have 
them ? Or, in other words, is it poſſible 
that any man, in his ſenſes, can repine, that 
te is freed from the great incitements to 
ride, and envy, and avarice ; to luxury, 
nd intemperance, and exceſs ; the great and 
ure torments of life? 

But, 2dly, The next remedy of Envy that 
[ſhall mention, is, That we ſhould endeavour 

Wh make a right judgment of our own worth 
"Fd abilities; and compare our own with 
be condition of other men as impartially 
8 we can: and if we do this with any de- 
nee of equality, we ſhall find, that there are 
hers in the world, at leaſt. as good, as wile, 
ud as valuable, as we are; and who enjoy" 
tions and advantages they deſerve as well: 
Krhaps too we ſhall find, that if merit were 
be ſtandard of honour and affluence, we 
bould not abound altogether as much as we 
b; and others, that now pay court to us; 
wuld be raiſed to great heights above us: 
ut, at leaſt, we ſhall 1 abundant reaſon 
Cc 3 to 
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to bleſs Gop for the advantages of our on 
condition; and no reaſon in the world to re 
pine at the advanced condition of "others 
we ſhall find abundant reaſon to conclude 
that the ſeveral ranks and diſtinctions of m 
are indeed neceffary to the government an 
well-being of the world ; but, if we eſtima 
things according to the rules of reaſon an 
religion, do not in the leaſt affect our t. 
happineſs. In ſhort, we ſhall find, that nc 
thing in nature is more falſly rated than feli 
city; that the diſtribution of it is, in reality 
infinitely more equal than is imagined; an 
that it is not poverty or wealth, knowle 
or ignorance, honour or obſcurity, but that! 
is, in truth, virtue and vice, religion andi 
ligion, good and evil diſpoſitions, that mal 
the great and material differences betwe 
the happineſs of one man and another, 
- 3dly, Another cure of envy (and wh: 
will effectually ſuperſede the neceſſity of 
others) is, to reflect ſeriouſly upon the vani 
and inſignificancy of all worldly 
-—My brethren, would any man in his ſenſe 
envy a poor inſect the pride and the pleaſu 
of baſking and fluttering for a few hours 
the ſun? or envy the ſhort-lived flower ; 
| E 3 pri 
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ride and the gaiety of thoſe rich deluſive co- 
burs that blazon it to the eye; our orna- 
nent one hour, and the next our averſion;z 
to-day admired, and to-morrow: trampled 
under " foot? And ſhall we envy him, whoſe 
breath is in his noſtrils? whoſe glory fadeth 
like a lower ? Shall we envy him who hath 
ſaid to corruption, Thou art my father ; and 
th the worm, My mother and my fifter:? Alas l 
what are all the favours, either of fortune or 
rrinces, but the ſun-ſhine of a few hours, 
fleeting faſt enough of itſelf in the natural 
courſe, and yet frequently over-caſt before 
the ſhort day is done? And what are all the 
nnities of this world but the gaiety of a few 
ading colours, feeding the luſt of the eye, and 

tle pride of life, for a ſeaſon, but with no ſo- 
id or permanent ſatisfaction?Nay more; 
what is life itſelf, what is the life of man, 
nore than the life of a flower? Is not all 
feſh (as St. Peter moſt admirably expreſſes it, 
Ep. i. 24.) as graſs, and all the glory of 
nan as the flower of graſs? The graſs wi- 
ttereth, and the flower thereof falleth away. * 
This once conſidered as it ought, what 
tave we to do in this world, but to employ 
be little time allowed us, in the diligent diſ- 


Cc 4 charge 


395 The Nature, &c. * 


charge of our duty in that ſtate of life uno 
which it has pleaſed Gop to call us; re- 
nouncing all envious reflections and inquiries, 
all mean and unworthy ſolicitude about the 
tranſient advantages of others; and referring, 
in all humility, both their concerns, and our 
own, to the good providence of that Gap, 
who debaſes one man, and exalts another, 
for wiſe reaſons, not always obvious to us, 
nor fit they ſhould be? By this means our 
minds will be prepared for the influence and 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of Gop, and the 
Holy Ghoſt will delight to dwell with us, 
and guide us into all truth, And to this 
end we ought earneſtly and inceflantly to 
pray for Gop's aſſiſtance and direction in all 
our undertakings; and more particularly,that 
hewould purify our ſouls from envy, hatred, 
and malice, and all uncharitableneſs. And we 
may be ſure Gop will never be wanting, on 
his part, to thoſe that are rightly diſpoſed, 
and capacitate themſelves, for his afliſtance: 
but it is vain either to hope or beg his aid, 
in this caſe, as long as our errors remain with 
us; as long aswealth and honour are 

as the greateſt goods, and poverty and cb 
ſcurity as the greateſt evils, 
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In the laſt place, When we find ourſelves 
inclined to cenſure the actions and intentions 
of others, to ſilence the good, to expoſe the 
bad, and malign the innocent and indifferent; 
in this caſe, we ſhould remember: and imi- 
tate the goodneſs of Almighty Gop, who 
takes pleaſure, in the happineſs of his crea- 
tures : who knows our infirmitics, and hath 
compaſſion upon them; and becauſe. he de- 
lights in the ſalvation of ſinners, deals with 
us as if he overlooked the evil of our doings, 
for the ſake of even that little portion of good 
that is in them. This conduct of Tech Divine 
mercy and goodneſs 1 it ſhould always be our 
earneſt care, as it will always be our higheſt 
glory and happineſs, to imitate: and one ſignal 
and immediate advantage of it, will be this; 
that then we ſhall be ſo far from repining at 
the good actions and good fortune of others, 
thatwe ſhall rejoice, and takedelight in them: 
by this means we ſhall enlarge our capacity 
of happineſs, and be enabled to-ſhare in all 
the felicity we either ſee, or conceive, others 
to enjoy: at the ſame time we ſhall refine 
and raiſe our nature, and be fitted for the 
ſociety of heaven; where the ſervants and 
laints of Gop are delighted with their mu- 
Fa tual 
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tual felicity, and where the happineſs of each 
would be exceedingly impaired, if it were 
not participated by all: and therefore it is 
in this reſpect, a juſt and judicious repreſent. 
ation which is made to us of heaven, under 
the image of a muſical concert; where al 
enjoy all, to the extent of their 

and where, we all know, the pleaſure of the 


harmony i is greatly increaſed by EP com- 
municated. 


To which region of confunumats adidas. 

envied felicity, Gop of his infinite 
mercy conduct us all, thro' the merits 
and mediation of Ixsus CHRIST. 
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SERMON XIX. 


Prov. xxvi. 12. 2 


Seeft thou @ man wiſe in his own con- 
ceit ? "There is more hope of a font, 
than of him. 


UCH a reflection as this upon Pride, 
from the wiſeſt of all mortals, is enough 
to put every man living out of conceit with 
it, that hath the leaſt remains of common 
ſenſe: nay, one would think it were enough 
to put Pride out of conceit with itſelf. And 
it would certainly do ſo, if it were not a vice 
5 hardened as it is ignorant; that is, if it 
were not every way the moſt ſenſeleſs prin- 
ciple in human nature. And therefore Solo- 
mon very juſtly prefers a fool, that is, a man 
of the loweſt capacity, to him that is wiſe in 
his own conceit : for by a fool, in this place, 
is not meant one 8 void of all the prin- 
ciples 
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ciples of knowlege, of all the powers of ra- 
tional perception; becauſe ſuch a one it i 
impoſſible to conceive any hopes of. The 
fool here mentioned is what the Greeks call 
id rs ; that is, a ſimple, i ignorant man: one 
who, although defective both in point of 
abilities and information, yet 1s in a capacity 
of being inſtructed and improved; and for 
that reaſon is preferred by Solomon to him 
that is wiſe in his own conceit; becauſe Pride 
is ſuch a degree of folly, as precludes all poſ- 
fibility of information and improvement: 
and therefore I think it neceſſary to premiſe, 
that this diſcourſe is in no wiſe intended 
for the inſtruction or advantage of the (elf. 
ſufficient part of my audience, if there be 
any ſuch who hear me: for to intend ſo vain 
and impracticable a purpoſe, would be ade- 
gree of folly almoſt equal to the vice I am go- 
ing to expoſe. This diſcourſe, then, is only 
meant for the uſe of thoſe who are of a meek, 
teachable diſpoſition ; to guard or recover 
them from the infection of a vice, to which 
they are too much expoſed, from ignorance, 
youth, inexperience, and inconſideration, 4s 
well as the influence of too many evil ex- 
amples all around them, 

And 
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And, in order to do d e endea- 
your, SES. 4 $# q 


1 To explaty and fate the tru notion of 
R f 
II. I ſhall lay before you the ſymptoms 
by which it A ee e and the. 
evils of each e 1 
And, | & _. 
UI. 1 ſhall mention the 2280 cauſes, 
or rather occafions, of this vice; and 
ſhew you how fooliſh and Wl-founded: 
it is in A 8 


Firſt, chen, The true nature. of Pride 
confiſts in overvaluing our own worth, 
and thinking meanly and contemptuouſly 
of others, in compariſon of ourſelyes: it 
ziſeth from ſelf- love, and is the utmoſt 
abuſe and corruption of that blind prin- 
ple, We have all a tenderneſs for 
ourſelves, and our own concerns; wiſely 
implanted in us by Almighty Gop, for 
cur preſervation and well-being. We have 
allo a ſtrong principle of good-will to 
the reſt of mankind, no way inconſiſt- 
ent with that nearer concern for our- 
ſelyes, 
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ſelves, and our own intereſts, antil Pride 
ſtep in; and, diveſting us of that diffuſive and 
God-like principle of univerſal good-will, 


centres all our regards in ourſelves. ., 1 


Now the ſymptoms by which this per- 
nicious principle may be e knoym, 
are theſe: 

iſt, A high look, anda 1 
——There is a generation (ſaith Solomon, 
Prov. xxx. 13-); Oh! bow lo lofty are their gg! 
and their eye-lids are |: ed up. A race of 
men, of ſuch exalted vanity, as overlooks 
the reſt of mankind, and regards them a8 an 
inferior ſpecies, below their notice ; and 
therefore — will ſcarce ſo much as vouch- 
fafe to look down upon them, unleſs ſome- 
times, it may be, in pity and contempt, 

This is that high look, of which Gon hath 
ſo often expreſſed his deteſtation in the holy 
Scriptures. Thus Solomon, in the vith chap- 
ter of his Proverbs: — Theſe fix things db 
the Lord bate; yea, ſeven are an abomind- 


tion unto him and the firſt of theſe 8s 
fraud look. And David, in the ci. pf 


Him that bath an high look, 4 + Pro 


beart, T will not ſuffer, And, as this high 


look is deteſtable in the fight of Gov, it 1s 
not 
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yt leſs ſo in the eyes of men; for the mean- 

488 and hath a right, to be 
reated by the greateſt, upon the foot of a na- 
tralequality; and,conſequently,can ill brook 
mith inſolence and contempt: and therefore 
how any man of common ſenſe can allow 
timſelf in a demeanour ſo hateful to Gon 
md man, is not cafy to be imagined, Be- 
Ades, this demeanour is not only very faulty, 
hut it is alſo very fooliſh ; becauſe this faſti- 
fious is fuch a vaunting of our 
n ſuperior worth and excellence, as ſets 
mankind examining our pretenſions, 
2nd poets 68 merit with ſuch'a 
of ſtrictneſs, as perhaps the beſt actions, and 
moſt unblemiſhed merit, in the world, can 
rery ill bear. And, if ſuch a ſcrutiny na- 
turally tend to diminiſh the glory of the beſt 
tions, and the moſt exalted merit; how 
muft it, of neceffity, expoſe the folly and ſtu- 
pidity of all Pride that is ill founded, and 
render that utterly ridiculous ! And there- 
fore Ariſtotle. defines a magnanimous man, 
One that thinks himſelf «worthy of great 
things, and is ſo : but, ſaith he, he that 
thinks himſelf worthy, and is not, is a fool 
m— yz re, quTo Tur, naibics. 


o Again, 
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duct, and dreading the rough returns ſuch 


tom all mankind: and as nothing can be 
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Again, Another, ſymptom. of Pridey is 
ſcornful. language. It is true, a high look 
and a haughty demeanour, are indications 
enough of inward Pride and Inſolence; but 
then it is ; Pride within ſome bounds, and ſuch 
as a wiſe man will often bear wich, in pity to 
the . ignorance from , whence, it flows; hu 
ſcornful words are indications of more exalt- 
ed inſolence, and ſuch as render it every Way 
intolerable; : and therefore ſome, vain men, 
ſenſible of the inconveniency of this con- 
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ſhocking: treatment frequently meets with, 
are often obſerved to run into the other ex- 
treme, and affect a, phraſe and a-demeanour 
uncommonly - ſmooth and complaiſanty, to 

court thoſe returns of civility and reſped, 
which the ſtupidity or ingratitude of man- 
kind might otherwiſe refuſe to their ſuperior 
merit: and this they find a ſacceſsful metka 
at once, to flatter, and (as they think) to 
conceal their vanity. And this, without 
queſtion, is the wiſer conduct of the two; 
becauſe a rude, contemptuous treatment, is 
ſhocking to the meaneſt mortal; and is na- 
turally A wit of hatred and contempt 
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nore ſhocking than to meet with ſuch re- 
urns from our own ſpecies ; ſo nothing can 
te more faulty, amen fooliſh, ny th 


401 


trye then, 

But here we n obſerve, * this ſpirit 

4 inſolence "doth not always diſcover itſelf 

ir open; Feproaches, but chuſeth ſometimes 
ther to Hide itſelf under the veil of ſmooth! 
nd ſubtle inſinuations; or under the maſk 
c civility and mirth; delighting | to turn the- 
manners and characters of men into ridicule: 
xt is it not leſs hateful to the reſt of the 
yorld upon that account; but is rather more 
the object of their ſecret deteſtation, as it 
$8 more OT from their, open reſent- 
nents. 

This ſpirit of repioach and ridicule, to- 
xther with the folly of it, is moſt excellent- 
ſet forth by Solomon, in the character of 
be ſcorner, throughout his whole book of 
Proverbs : where he is repreſented, firſt, as 
t fool; and not only fo, but inca pa, 7 
wiſdom : ſecondly, as incorrigible : 
lirdly; as an abomination to Gop and nw. 
Thus, Prov, xiii. 1. A wiſe ſon heareth his 
wher s inflruftion, but a ſcorner heareth not 
re, Here you ſee the wile ſon, and the 

| D d ſcorner, 
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ſcorner, are put in pOſition t9,00e; another 
as. terms directly. oppoſite; and with greet 
— for, as the teœachable fon, is called 
wiſe, becauſe he is capable of information 
and always diſpoſed to receive it üg the 
ſoorger, en eee to all e x 
above information, and 
pable of We 72 
55 of fools : 
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= Fndeth it nt, And the — ed 
dent becauſe, he deſpiſeth all the 3 
means of attaining it. „ een 
Again; The ſcorner eee and 
therefore when he is in an err Ge, "Hi 
continue in it. He that reproveth a An wn, 
(faith Solomon), getteth to himſelf ſhame 
Ihe inſolence of his nature makes all car 
tection, however gentle, and proper, anc 
well-timed, intolerable to him: and there 
fore, whoever attempts it, inſtead of hoping . 
for reformatian and amendment, muſt EX 
pect to meet with all the returns eilber o 
open rudeneſs, or diſguiſed deriſion. Fe 
this reaſon Solomon adds, Rebuke. not... 
ſeorner, left be baute thee ; ; rebuke. 4 u. 


nan, and he will love thee, And again; 
an 
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ſurner doweth not ane ere bim 
rithen ail he go to the wiſe, © ue r 
In the laſt place, The /corner 7s . 
wnation in Gad and man; and one reaſon 
y he is: ſo, beſides thoſe above - mention 
d, is, becauſe he is excerdingly contentious, 
jd conſequently is the hane of ſaciety. 
ud and baug bey ſcorner is bis name, uo 
lleth in prod. wrath, faith. Solomon. 
lodeſty, good - nature, and affability, arg 
& bonds of peace; and, on the other hand, 
kolence and contemptuaus treatment are 
productive of enmity and conten- 
n; and no peace can dwell with them: 
12 the wiſe man rightly adviſeth; 
aut the ſcorner, and contention ſhall go 
; yea, Mriſt and reproach: fhall ceaſe, —— 
rely then it is no wonder, that a character 
conſtituted, an incorrigible compound of 
Wy, and inſolence, and contention, ſhould 
bate ful to the whole vrorld: and we are 
| affured from our 'own- experience, as 
as the wiſe man's obſervation, in the 
chapter of Proverbs, that in truth it is 
: The ſcarner it an abamination to men. 
U that he js not leſs ſo to Almighty Gop, 
lame wiſe man affirmeth in the id chap- 
| Dd 2 ter, 


II 
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ter; 44th verſe; Surely be ſcorneth. he Journ 
ers; but he groeth "grace unto the. vowly, 

- 3dly, Another ſymptom of Pride is» 
we value men upon thoſe fappatedveidvan 
tages that are of the ſame nature with our 
own, and deſpiſe thoſe of a different cha 
racter, altho perhaps more really and truſ 
valuable: and this may be 1 
ſional, or ſtational vanity; as it ariitii fit 
a high opinion of the excellence of that it: 
tion, or profeſſion, or condition of life; w 
happen to be placed in: and this vanĩty ſeer 
ta run tlirough all orders and conditions « 
men. Thus a ſoldier is apt to think eye 
thing contemptible; in compariſon with h 
man of honour and gallantry. And as 
Turls are a race of men wholly illiterate, 
ſcholar is at this day the name of the greate 
reproach among them that they, can think 0 
and a neighbouring nation, often at-variang 
with them, upon other accounts, W. 
agreed with them in this. The mers 1c 
is apt to think as meanly of the brave 
lettered hero; and the man of noble bi 
equally contemns, and is often the contem 
of both, and with equal reaſon. er- | 


war is plainly owing to a por p 


for our own ſtation and character, and ariſeth 
fom our ignorance of the excellence of 
other employments and conditions of life, 
nd their uſefulneſs to mankind; and there- 
fore it needs no other imputation than this, 
hat it is the effect of a mean capacity, and 
arrow thinking: for nothing is more evi- 
tent than that the honourableneſs of every 
employment and condition in the world, is 
v be meaſured by its uſefulneſs to mankind; 
nd thoſe that are moſt beneficial, are ever 
tb be moſt eſteemed and honoured. Now 
heſe may be diſtinguiſhed into ſuch as are 
eceſſary to the being, and ſuch as are neceſ- 
ry to the well-being of mankind ; and the 
ltter are always to be preferred: and thoſe 
employments that are of moſt uſe to many, 
before thoſe that are of uſe to few : and 
berefore government. is more honourable 
tan any other condition of life, . becauſe. a 
od governar is the greateſt benefactor, to 
be greateſt number of mankind, And for- 
much as true religion and virtue tend more 
v promote, and to preſerve, the real happineſs 
a mankind, than any or all other things 
whatſoever ; therefore the teachers of true 
kigion and virtue are, under the gaverncrs 
Dd 3 | af 
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kind. And, in general, the guiding and 
directing parts of ſociety, are more hondur- 
able, becauſe more beneficial, than the guid: 
ed; as the eyes are more excellent thun the 
hands or feet, and the underſtanding than 
either. Upon this principle, a good ſehool- 
maſter is, perhaps, one of the moſt honour. 

able employments in- the commonwealth : 
not according to the fantaſtic ſchemes « 
honour that have obtained in the world, but 
according to the eternal laws of _— and 


truth. 
The laſt ſymptomof Pride that! munis 


tion is, the proneneſs and promptneſs obſerv- 
able in ſome men, of vaunting their own vir- 
tue, or original, or exploits, upon all occa- 
ſions; and making themſelves, and their an- 
ceſtors, their perpetual theme: for this is 
ſare indication that they are full of — 
And this humour too often carries men i 

a vain oſtentation of power, capacity, bir 
and the like; than which nothing can be 
more Masern And therefore Solomon 
rightly adviſeth, Le? another man priſe ther, 
and not thine cum mouth; a franger, and not 


thine own lips. Praiſe indeed is a debt, 
10 juſtly 
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juſtly due to worth and merit of every kind, 
from the whole world; and they who wich- 
hold it; where it is due, are as unjuſt, in that 
inſtance, as they can be in any other: but 
then it is a debt much better received than 
exacted; received as an honour, than exact. 
ed as a right. This was a vanity that ſeems 
to have reigned remarkably among the Co- 
rinthians ; and St. Paul rebukes it with a 
modeſty, and an addreſs, the moſt becoming 
and amiable” that can be imagined : for al- 
though he was of more value, in the fight of 
Gop, than any, 'or perhaps all thoſe of that 
aty whom he was appointed to inſtruct; 
yet he did not dare to affert it by ſelf-praiſe : 
for eve dare not (ſays he) make ourſelves of 
the number, or compare ourſelves with ſome 
that commend themſelves : but they meaſur- 
ng themſelves by themſelves, and tompar- 
ing themſelves amongſt themſeves, are nor 
wiſe : but we (ſays the apoſtle) will not boaſt 
if things without our meaſure. There is no 
ſach thing as in man. All human 
txcellencies are and had thofe 


rain Corintlians eftimated theirs by thoſe 
of their teacher, they had been ſufficiently 


humbled,” He was a man diſtinguiſhed by 
Dd 4 Gop, 


Gov, with great accompliſhments and en- 
dowments : his faith was pure, his piety fer- 
vent; his zeal for the ſervice and honour of 
God, ſtrong and ſteady; his life one ſeries 
of ſtudying to do good; his learning exten- 
five, his addreſs decent and maſterly;.and in 
the perfection of what the polite world calls 
good breeding; his judgment clear, his ſtile 
ſublime, and his eloquence unequalled: and 
yet all theſe could not ſecure to him the ho- 
nour he well deſerved from a vain and a fel, 
ſufficient people; whoſe united talents and 
merits were contemptible upon the compari- 
ſon: yet all the ill treatment he received from 
them, operated only to his on greater hu- 
miliation in the ſight of Gop, and more fer- 
vent prayers for their amendment. Happy 
are all thoſe miniſters and ſervants of Ixus 
CHRisT, who can follow the emp of his 
patience, and his piety. 


And thus I have done with 40 eren 


ſymptoms of Pride. But here it is proper to | 
obſerve, That fince a diſtinction of the ſe- a 
veral ranks and orders of men is neceſſary toi 
the government of the world, therefore a 
proper ſupport of that diſtinction is not Pride, x 


becauſe it is neceſſary and uſeful, and conſe 
quently 
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quently not faulty: and therefore for us to in 
terpret this conduct in our ſuperiors, as the 
effect of Pride, is an argument of Pride in 
ourſelves; and is, in reality, miſtaking our 
own Pride for the Pride of —— men. But, 
on the Other hand, we ſhould remember, 
that this per of diſtinction is proper only 
in public c acters, and in diſcharge of 
duty to the public 3, becauſe. it is the public 
that requires it: whereas, in private, it is 
more becoming to forget diſtinctions; and 
rather to receive ref ſpect than to require it, or 
even ſeem to expect it : and therefore, in that 
capacity, men would do well to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by humanity, good-nature, and 
afability ; perhaps, too, by the luſtre of 
thoſe talents that have already diſtinguiſhed 
them to the world, and raiſed them above 
the common level: for we ſhould always re- 
member, that good talents were beſtoived 
by the Almighty Gop, for the eaſe, the plea- 
ſure, and the benefit of mankind, and ſhould 
always be employed as they were intended. 
All ſuperiority of one man over another, 
was intended, as well for the good of thoſe 
who are 8 as of thoſe that bear rule, 
and ee ſhould always be . 

6 


4rd Thi Nature; &c. Ser. ty, 
the ends for which it was deſigned; holy 
always be employed in ſuch a manner, 28 
to wwe tos Ev f a Happinad bo Raves 


archi yet! Confeioulheh of a W 
Such, doth by no means denominate him 
nd, provided that he doth not over-rate 
For men to know their own merit, is 
Sa more a fault than it is to ſee clearly, or 
to hear diſtinctly. It h may UA 
fary to know it, in order to make a right uſe 
of it. For example, If a man could notdi- 
ſtinguiſh fortitude from raſhneſs, in his own 
character, as well as in that of other men, 
his virtue would be uſeleſs at beſt, and, 
perhaps, pernicious : and ſo in other in- 
ſtances. 

St. Paul. is a very remarkable niet 
to this purpoſe : for altho he had as much 
humility at heart, as perhaps any man-ever 
was bleſſed with ; yet there were 
wherein he was forced to afſert his own ta- 
lents and endowments, and the diſtinctions 
beſtowed upon him by Almighty Gop. And 
indeed it was ſcarcely poſſible to be avoided, 
when he found men, whoſe capacities and 


manners were every way contemptible = 
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the compariſon, preferred to him. The caſe 
was et ti oro bs coming 0 itt 
St. Pal had às much zeal for true rell: 
gion, and every thing relating tb it, às 4 
good man ſhould have. However, there 
were among the Corinthians ſome ſanctiſted, 
hypocritical Phariſees, who, under the ſhew w- 
of ſuperiot piety, and more exalted zeal for 
the glory of GoD,- made it their buſineſs to 
ilify the apoſtle upon all occaſions, to decry 
his zeal, his piety, his talents, and merits of 
erery kind, and magnify their own. Theſe 
nſolent vaunters the apoſtle could not bear, 
though his people conld. He well knew the 
folly and deformity of ſuch a character: but, 
ince this vanity opened a way to their favour, 
even where it was ill founded; a man, who 
became all rhihgs to all men, that he might 
fein ſome, was ſufficiently juſtified in aſſert- 
ing ſolid merit, in oppoſition to ſpecious hy- 
pocriſy. Seeing (ſays he) that many glory 

Mer the fleſh, Toill glory aljo ; for ye ſuf 
fer fools gladlyſMfering ye yourſebves be wiſe * 
for ye fuffer, if a man bring you into hond. 
e; i. e. If a man lead and govern you as 
he pleaſes, like fo many Mayes and vaſſals: 
je ſuffer, if a man devony uu; 1. e. if, under 


pretence 


- 
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pretence for more zeal of charity, but in 
reality to enrich and exalt himſelf, he extort 
more from you than you are able to expend 
to thoſe uſes. Te. ſuffer, 2 mon 
Jou, if a men exalt himſelf, 

And, after all, who were theſe vain vaunt- 
ers ? Why, in reality, they were vile im- 
poſtors, children of the devil; but ſeeming 
ſaints! Fer ſuch (ſays. St. Paul), are: fall 
apoſtles, deceitful ' workers; transformi 
themſelves into the apoſtles of Chriſt ! Aud u 
marvel, for Satan himſelf is transformed into 
an angel of light : therefore it is no great 
thing, if his miniſters alſo be transformed as 
the miniſters of righteouſneſs, whoſe . a * 
be according to their work rx. 

The apoſtle then proceeds to aſſert hi own 
character, and undoubted ſuperiority over 
ſuch wretches. And ſurely nothing could 
be more grievous to a man of his character, 
than to be reduced to the neceſſity of enter- 
ing into ſuch a compariſon. It put all his 
humility to the proof: and no humility had 
a harder trial. But it was a debt he owed, 
not only to himſelf, but to the world; and 
it muſt be paid. Nothing but the preference 


given to a vile * could provoke him 
te 


q £ 
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to ſelf-praiſe: and poſſibly nothing elſe could 
ſo intirely juſtify him in it, as the iniquity 
and inſult of ſuch a preference, 


And thus having ſhewn you the ſeveral 
ſymptoms of Pride, and thoſe appearances 
that are ſometimes miſtaken for it ; I ſhould 
now proceed, in the third place, to ſhew 
the ordinary cauſes of this vice, how fooliſh 
and ill- founded it is in all its pretences. 
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theſe words, explained and Rated the 
tue nature of Pride; and dh before you the 


ke up \ the diary carl? or rather oc- 
afions,' of this vice; and to ſhew yd how 
voliſh and ill- founded it is in . 
tences. - i DAS eO 

And the firſt 0 of Pride tank I-ſhalt 
mention, is Learning. TY 

When men have ſucceeded fo farin the 
purſuit of knowlege, as to find they have 


* thoſe of their n condition or 
4 


character, 
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character, their vain imagination immedi. 
_ ately- goes to work, and ſwells them into 
| beings of a ſuperior order. Their geniug 

is far above the common ſtandard, and it 
is fit they ſhould let mankind/know. it, dy 
aſſerting that pre-eminence that is due to 
them. And chenee-it is that à learned fool 
is oftentimes the moſt intolerable of all 
others; "becauſe he hath acquired ſuch 4 
degree of vanity from his knowlege, as is 
ſufficient to inſpire him with aſſutance 
enough to ſay any thing that comes into 
his head, however ſhocking. "Perhapd 
too, he hath acquired volubility of ſpeech, 
to deliver | his conceits with eaſe; and 
hoth theſe naturally produce one another; iſ 
His vanity prompts him -to.dilplay every if 
quaint conceit that comes into his thouglits; 
and every fine conceit that falls from him, 
inflames his vanity. And thus he goes 
on to admire himſelf, and to become ridi- 
culous and intolerable to all the reſt of the 


world; | 

Now this i is, i one bar the moll 

deſperate and irreclaimable characters in life. 

Error and miſconduct of any other kind are 

within the reach of correction and admoni- 
tion; 
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ton; but Pride, learned Pride, is incapa- 


ble of either. And therefore Solomon's ob- 


ſervation in my text, is, in this caſe, ſtrict- 
y true: Seeſt then a man wiſe in his own 
conceit? There is more hope of a fool, than 
if him. A man of the meaneſt capacity, 
if he be not intoxicated with Pride, is at 
kaſt capable of correction and admonition z 
nd is alſo, for the moſt part, of an hum- 
ble and teachable diſpoſition ; and conſe- 


Wl quently is in a capacity of being modeled 


nto ſomething uſeful to mankind, at leaſt 
of being made inoffenfive, if not uſeful , 


whereas this other creature is a common 


nd incorrigible nuiſance: and the beſt 


WT that can be hoped of him, is, to be- 
WT come at laſt a prey to flatterers and ſy- 
Wcophants, and devoured, as the other cor- 
Wi 'uptions of the earth are, by rooks and 


Now nothing is more lamentable, than 


What the corruption of the beſt things 


bould thus become the worſt. Learning 
b without queſtion, of excellent uſe to 
bciety, and contributes more to our well- 
king than any thing elſe in the world, ex- 
pt religion: foraſmuch as it tends at once 

E e 5 to 
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rals of mankind, together with every uſe. 
ful and ſocial art; and, in conſequence of 
theſe, to direct and bleſs their lives. And 
therefore a man of learning (I mean of 
uſeful learning) is juſtly a character of great 
eſteem in the world, becauſe it is of ex- 
cellent uſe: but then it is a character, 
vrhich, rightly conſidered, tends much me 
to inſpire humility, than conceit ; foraſmuch 
as it brings men into a clearer fight of their 
own infirmities and corruptions, and «dif 
covers that vaſt extent of human ignoranc 
which the unthinking part of the world are 
utterly unacquainted with. It teacheth them 
that every point of matter is too big fe 
their utmoſt reſearches. The air we breathe 
the light of the ſun, and the duſt we tread 
upon, all equally confound their inquiries 
their own being, moſt of all: the nat 
of the ſoul and body; the alliance of ſuci 
oppoſites; the coheſion of the parts e 
matter, amazing and inſcrutable to the wi 
ſeſt of mortals: neither can he ſay, wh 
he doth not moulder into duſt, Why! 
doth not crumble into the original of 1 
being, even whilſt he is meditating upc 
0 4 Us 
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it: and therefore nothing but the laſt de- 
gree of ignorance, ignorance of our own. 
wants and weakneſs, can be a juſt, I mean 
2 tolerable, excuſe of vanity. But, hows 
ever, if men of learning will be preferred 
to others; if they will be more honour- 
able, let them be more uſeful : let them 
anſwer the ends of their learning; let them 
do more good to mankind than other mor- 
als; and then let them reap that eſteem 
OTC RO a on Is 
neficence. 

Another cauſe of Pride is Wealth, Now 
wealth is honourable, on account of the 
power that attends it; I mean, the power 
s doing good: for, if this power be well 
lected, it is great, and God-like; but if 
t be either unemployed, or employed to 
wil purpoſes, to defraud, and to oppreſs; 
t is then, in the firſt caſe, uſeleſs; and, 
In the latter, deteſtable, and deviliſh. And, 
ndeed, it is neither wealth, nor power, 
tor knowlege, that are in themſelves ho- 
wurable: no; it is the virtue that con- 
wts and diſpoſes of them to the good of 
mankind, And therefore Ariſtotle rightly 
ſerves, in the fourth book of his Ethics, 

Ee 2 that 
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that, in truth, the good man alone is bo. 
murable; but if fortune be added to bis vir. 
tue, then he is more ſo. Whereas they that 
have the fortune without the virtue, be- 
come inſolent and contumelious, and would 
be deemed honourable, although they do 
none of thoſe things that render men re- 
ally fo, but quite contrary. As wealth, 
when joined with virtue, is really honour- 
able; it becomes yet more ſo, when it is 
the effect of honeſty and virtuous induſtry; 
for then it is honourable, both in its origin 
and its uſe: and yet, even then, Gop knows 
it is no juſt foundation for Pride; becauſg 
both the abilities that acquired it, and 
the good diſpoſitions to make a right uſq; 
of it, were both the bleſſings of Almighty 
Gop upon us. For who maketh thee, C 
man, to differ from another? And wil 
haſt thou, that thou didſt not receive 
Now, if thou didft receive it, why df 
thou glory as if thou hadft not receiveſ 
it? And therefore we have infinitely mor 
reaſon to be ſolicitous how to diſcharg 
our duty in the ſtewardſhip of a greal 
fortune, than to be vain for being em 


ployed in it. But if our r wealth ſhould di 
Tits found 
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found to be the effect of villainy, and evil 
arts (as it often is raiſed without any one. 
good quality, and from the union of a 
great many evil), and ſhould alſo be em- 
ployed as it was acquired, to injury, and 
to oppreſſion, then it is doubly infamous, 
nd ſerves only to complete the moſt hate- 
ful character, the moſt deteſtable monſter 
among. mankind, a great wealthy villain! 
and therefore nothing can be more fooliſh, 
er ſhockingly unjuſt, than Pride that is 
founded upon ſuch a title. 

I might mention here, among the other 
occaſions of Pride, beauty, ſtrength, and 
other endowments of the . body ; but 
theſe are ſo caſual and tranſient, and, ge- 


1 nerally ſpeaking, of ſuch little conſe- 


WT quence to any good purpoſe of life, 
bat they are ſcarce worth mentioning; at 
WT laſt, fince they are ſuch very vain and 
eeriſhing poſſeſſions, ſurely we may ſay 
of them, as the wiſe man doth of riches: 


Wilt thou ſet thine eyes upon that which 
is not? And therefore whoever pride 
oF tiemſelves upon any of theſe, are empha- 

W tically fooliſh : and the only wiſe conduct 
bey that enjoy theſe little temporary advan- 
ö Ee 3 | tages 
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tages can poſſibly fall into, is this; that, 
whilſt nature continues to Adern their bo- 
dies, they apply all their diligence to im- 
belliſh and improve their minds; that fo 
they may be ſtored with a ſucceſſion of 
graces z which (when their outward form 
fails) will continue to render them ** 
agrecable. 

The laſt ſort of Pride that I ſhall men- 
tion is, the Pride of anceſtors ; and this is, 
of all others, the moſt fooliſh, | and i- 
founded. And, indeed, it is aſtoniſhing 
how any man that thinks ſhould ever be | 
it into his head to imagine, that there is any 
merit in being born; for this is really the. 
caſe, in relation to the Pride of birth: and : 
it is ſo very abſurd, that it is no wonder, | 
if, in the far greater part of the world, no- 
bility 3 is made perſonal ; and nothing but af 
man's own merit can intitle him to any de- 
gree of diſtinction and regard. 


It is true, there is a preſumption of ge | 
nerous principles and inclinations, in thelf 
iſſue of a great and good man; as of ge 
nerous fruit from the ſcion of a generous 
ſtock : but if this fail, as it too often doth, 
ſurely the virtues, we had no ſhare in, can 
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not poſſibly make any part of our praiſe ; 
unleſs the ſtupid offspring of great bene- 
factors to mankind be reverenced, like their 
ſtatues, on account of ſome outward re- 
ſemblance. And therefore let the worth- 
ſs iſſue of great men remember, that, al- 
though the titles of their fathers deſcend to 
them, yet if thoſe talents and diſpoſitions, 
which ennobled theſe titles, do not accom- 
pany them, their quality is, in truth, a 
much greater reproach than recommenda- 
ton to them. Worthleſs men, that pride 
themſelves upon the merit of their an- 
ceſtors, would do well to reflect what me- 
tit the head of gold gave to the brazen 
thighs and Ger feet of Nebuchadnez- 
zar's image. Nay, even acquired nobi- 
ty, which (if founded upon merit) is, of 
all others, the moſt honourable, ſhould 
take care to be endowed with humility, 
upon many accounts, I ſhall mention only 
two, 


iſt, Becauſe it hath attained its re- 
ward; and therefore ſhould acquieſce and 
be thankful, and, in conſequence, hum- 
ble. 


E e 4 2dly, 
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adly, Becauſe treating his inferiors with 
Pride, is, in a man of that character, re- 
proaching his own former condition.” 
And thus I have done with all the cauſes 
and occaſions of Pride; and ſhewn you 
how fooliſh and il-founded it is i al ts 


pr Etences. 


Let me obſerve to you, on this Ocz. 
ſion, That there were two inſtitutions, | 
of Divine appointment, under the Mo. 
ſaic diſpenſation, of admirable uſe to re- 
preſs. the human vanity, and humble 
the haughty heart before the throne of 
Gop, | 

The firſt of theſe is to be Sapa in the 
xxiiid chapter of Leviticus, at the zöth 
and following verſes. It was a day of ſo- 
lemn and univerſal humiliation annually ; 
appointed to the people of 1/-ae), for af. 
flicting their ſouls, and making an atone-W 
ment for their fins; under this dreadful 
denunciation upon every ſoul that profanedÞ 
or neglected the obſervance of it: that he 
ſhould be cut off from his people. And 
the Loxb ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying ; Alſo, 
eon the tenth day of this ſeventh month, 
there ſhall be 4 2 7 atonement : it * 4 


- 
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be an boly convooation unto you. And ye 
ſhall affliet# your ſouls, and offer an offer- 
ing made by fire unto the LorD. -- And" ye 
foal do no work in that ſame day, for it 
is a day of atonement, to make an atonement 
for you before the LoRx D your GOD. For 
whatſoever ſoul it ſhall be that ſhall not be 
Micted in that ſame day, be ſhall be cut off 
from among his people : and whatſoever ſoul 
it be that doth any work on that ſame day, the 
ſame ſoul will J deftroy from among his 
people. He then adds, that this ſhall be an 
inſtitution of perpetual obſervance; 4 fla- 
tute for ever throughout your generations, 
in all your dwellings : and that this humi- 
lation was to begin on the eve of the 
ninth day, and continue till the eve Uo the 
tenth, 


To this 47 of folems, national humilia- 
tion among the Jeus, hath ſucceeded the 
firſt day of Lent, in the Chriſtian inſtitu- 
tion: a day as utterly diſregarded among 
many Chriſtians, and by ſome even of the 
moſt ſerious and exalted Chriſtian cha- 
racers, as if the obſervance of it were 
founded on no authotity of Gop; or in- 
ſtitution of infinite wiſdom, or pure and 


pri- 
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Haughty heart of man, is to be found in 


liged to bring an annual offering of their 


chuſe; and when the prieſt had placed 
them before the altar, they were to humble 
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primitive Chriſtian piety. Gop of his in- 
finite mercy. amend us, and deliver us from 
the guilt and horror of this profane, un- 
hallowed {| wile which is gone cut mat 
us! | Send 
The next: . of Divine appoiny 
ment, and of excellent uſe to humble the 


the xxvith chapter of Deuteronomy, at the 
firſt and following verſes. The ordinance 
was this: When the Iſraelites were ſettled 
in the land which Gop had promiſed. to 
their fathers, they were each of them ob- 


firſt- fruits unto the place that he ſhould 


themſelves before Gop, recounting the di- 


ſtreſſes, the miſery, and captivity, of their 
forefathers, and the mighty deliverances 


wrought for them by the hand of Gov, 
for which they now brought an humble 


ready to periſh was my father, and he went 
down into Egypt, and fojourned there uitb 
a few; and became there a nation, great, 


mighty, and ln; and the Egyptian 
evi 


| 
] 
t 
offering of their firſt- fruits. 4 Syrian | 
k 
0 
d 
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wil-intreattd us, and aicted us, and laid 
upon us bard bondage : and when te cried 
to the Lox Gob of our fathers," the 
Lox b heard our voice, and booked on our 
Miction, and our labour, And our op- 
preſſion and the LoRD brought us forth 
out of - Egyj , "with. a mighty hand, and an 
eut-firetche arm, and with great terri le- 
neſs, and with figns, and with wonders; 

and he hath brought us into this place, 
and hath given us this land, a land that 
foweth, with milk and honey : and now, be- 
bold! T have brought the firſt: fruit of 
the land, Thich thou, 0 Lokp, 50 given 


me, 


Alas! my brethren, were we annually 
to recolle& our origin, and the bleſſings 
beſtowed, and the deliverances wrought 
for us by the goodneſs and mercy of Gop; 
how many of us would be obliged to re- 
collect and recognize our anceſtors, in 
terms of much and more morti- 
fying humiliation than that of, 4 Syrian 
ready to periſh was my father ! How many 
of us would be obliged to derive our pe- 
digree from a much lower and meaner 
origin, from flaves and fycophants, from 

robbers 
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an 
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robbers and murdeters ! in one word, from 
vice and villainy of every kind and the 
beſt, the very beſt, among the ſons of 
Adam, be obliged to cry out before the 
altar of Gop, 4 finner ready to periſh 
was my father; a vile miſcreant, enflayed 
to Satan, and doomed. to eternal miſery, 
till. thou, O Gop, didſt, in thine infinite 
mercy, interpoſe, to redeem . him from 
final deſtruction, by the facrifice of thy 
bleſſed Son JESUS CHRIST, and exalt him 
into an heir of everlaſting ſalvation; for 
which we owe thee this our tribute of 
praiſe and thankſgiving, our annual, our 
Hourly, our endleſs humiliation before thine 
altar. Pe 


After all that hath been ſaid on this 
ſubject, need I add, that Pride is the moſt 
unphiloſophical, as well as the moſt un- 
chriſtian principle in human nature? Un- 
wiſe it muſt be, foraſmuch as it never 
fails at once to multiply our defects, and 
inflame every other vice in our nature; 
and that too with this unhappy circum- 
ſtance, that, whilſt it hides them from 
ourſelves, it expoſes and doubles them 1 
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the reſt of the world. More than this, 
it multiplies the human infirmities, by 
miſtaking and obtruding them all for 
perfections. The proud man's effrontery 
is fortitude, his rudeneſs is ſincerity, 
his loud laugh wit, and his ſupercilious 
dulneſs wiſdom : and certainly there can- 
not be a more fooliſh or unphiloſophic 
principle in human nature, than that 
which at once multiplies the poſſeſſor's 
infirmities, and hides them from him- 


ſelf. 


But, alas! if this were all, it were to 
be endured. The moſt dreadful character 
of Pride is, that it is utterly unchriſtian. 
It is the direct contradiction to the Chriſtian 
virtue of humility: and the ſame haughti- 
neſs of heart, which carries men to look 
down on their own ſpecies, too often 
lifts up their heads to heaven, and fights 
againſt Goo. There is not a more hate- 
ful character among men, than that of So- 
lomon's ſcorner; and of all ſcorners, the 


ſcorner of things ſacred is the moſt exe- 


crable, 9 


Heaven- 
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Heaven-born humility / "inquires after 
divine truths with care; examines them 
with modeſty, and the deference due from 
a being confeſſedly imperfect and ſubor- 
dinate, to wiſdom infinite, unerring, and 
unſearchable; determines with candout, 
and ſubmits with reverence. Pride, mor- 
tal Pride, not inquires, but queſtions; not 
examines, but arraigns; not ſubmits, but 
decides; queſtions with arrogance, arraigns 
with effrontery, and decides with diſdain: 
faſtidious, unruly, ſelf-willed, ſelf-ſuffici 
ent. O! my brethren, pray againſt Pride; 
pray earneſtly, pray without ceaſing, to 


that GOD who reſſteth the proud, but giv- 
eth grace to the lowly ; that he would ſub- 


mit our ſouls, with humble reſignation, 
to the diſpenſations and declarations of his 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs: abaſing our- 
ſelves before him, obeying and adoring! 
caſting down imaginations, and every bigh 
thing that exalteth ſelf againſi Gon, 
and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of CaRisT: beſeeching 
Gov, in the gentleneſs and meekneſs of 
JesUs CRIST, that he would guard, 


that he would ſhield us from unchriſtian, 
anti 


ger. 20. - of PRIDE. 4311 
antichriſtian Pride; that he would keep us 
ſtedfaſt in his holy faith and fear, to do 
juſtly, to love mercy, and, above all, to walk ' 
humbly with our Gop. 


Which he of his infinite mercy grant, 


through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus CRHRISr. 
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Towards Evidencing the 
Diving ORIGINAL 


TYTHES. 


y Dr. DELANY, Dean of Down. 


The SUBSTANCE of it in a Discouxs to his 
People (in one of the Pariſh-Churches of the 
Deanry, lately rebuilt from a Ruin); but ſince 
conſiderably enlarged by anſwering Objections 

2 urged againſt this Doctrine in a Pamphlet called 

The Great Caſe of Tythes, &c. 

To which is prefixed, 


Short Account of ſome Circumſtances relating te 
that Deanry. 


Ihe Law of the LoRD is an undefiled Law, converting 
the Soul : The Teſtimony of the LoRD is ſure, and 
giveth Wiſdom unto the Simple. Ps Al. xix. 7. 

U truſt not in Wrong and Robbery ! Give not yourſelves 

into Vanity, Ps AL. Ixii. 10. 
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NARRATIVE 


CG A S B 
ö DEAN of DOV N. 
| 
| WHICH | 


Gave Occafion to the following Discounsx. 


b LE TI ER from one of his Friends to 
the Editor. | 


— — 


STR, 
AVING ſeen the Dean of Down's ' 


a H Diſcourſe, called, An Eſſay to- 
ard, Evidencing the Divine Ori- 
„ef Hebes, and perceiving ſome paſ- 


wes in it relating to the preſent ſtate of his 


eanry; I reſolved to tranſmit to you a ſhort 
Ff 2 narrative 


that Diſcourſe; and without which ſome 
parts of it cannot be clearly intelligible to the 


a 
narrative of the facts which gave occaſion to 


reader. 

When Dr. Delany firſt went down to re- 
ſide at his Deanry, he was applied to, by 
great numbers of the pariſhioners of one of 
his pariſhes (Diſſenters as well as Church- 
men), for leave to rebuild their church, which 
had lain in ruins from the great rehellion. 
This requeſt he readily complied with, and 
applied to the Biſhop for his conſent ; which 
being obtained, he ſet the work on foot, as 
ſoon as conveniently could be, and contri- 
buted largelyto it. Unhappily for him, a gen- 
tleman, who had a large eſtate in the pariſh, 
and a ſmall town with a chapel in it, diſtant 
about three miles from this new church, took 
great offence at the dean's proceedings; and 
apparently not without reaſon. The preſenta- 
tion of a neighbouring vicarage was in his 
gift; and that vicar had a ſalary of 20/. a 
year from the preceding deans of "Down, for 
doing the occaſional duties of two contiguous 
pariſhes of the deanry ; without which aid 
the chapel of his town had not ſufficient to; 


ſupport a curate, having only an endowment 
of 
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of 26/:a year. This circumſtance the dean 


was intirely a ſtranger to; and when he was* 

informed of it, and complained of upon that 
head, he defended himſelf very naturally, by 
averring,. that he had not the leaſt intention 
or thought of hurting that chapel, when he 
conſented to the building of that church; 
and was ready to remedy, as far as in him 
lay, any inconvenience from it, which he 
did not foreſee. However, that the care of 
that chapel was no direct or immediate con- 
cern of his; that he thought himſelf only 
bound to provide for the public worſhip of 
Gop in his own pariſhes; and that it was 
eaſy for that gentleman to make a ſmall ad- 
dition to the endowment of 26/7. a year, 
purchaſed (as he hath heard) by the truſtees 
of Queen Anne's bounty, for the ſupport of 
his chapel : nor ſhould it be very extraor- 
dinary if he did ſo, even from motives di- 
ſtinct from his regard to religion. But neither 
this, nor any aſſurance he could give, of 
the innocency and integrity of his inten- 
tions, could any way appeaſe the reſent- 
ment conceived againſt him. And yet, that 
he acted in this affair from a pure principle 
of duch, may be clear to every impartial man, 
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from the expence he incurred, and the addi. 
tional falary he gave, for the care of thoſe 
| pariſhes: more, upon the whole, than the 

double of what any of his predeceffors had 
ever done. But all this was of no avail. A pe- 
tition was ſolicited, among the linen-weavers 
of the deanry, and preſented to the linen- 
board, complaining of the great grievance of 
Paying one ſhilling a year to the deanof Down, 
on account of their trade; and thence called 
trade s- money. Upon preſenting this petition, 
a reſolution was entered into, by the major 
part of the truſtees of the linen- board then 
preſent, to ſupport a law-ſuit againſt the dean, 
upon that article, out of the public fund, 
without hearing, or deſiring to hear, what the 
dean had to ſay, either againſt the petition 
(which, I believe, was founded uponerror), 
or in defence of a right which his predeceſſors 
had been in poſſeſſion of, time immemorial, 
in common with many others of the northern 
clergy,to whom it is of much more moment. 
Upon hearing of this reſolution, the dean 
rote to the gentleman, who is ſaid to have 
ſolicited the petition, to deſire that a public 
fund might not be diverted from its proper 
pa and to aſſure him, that he deſired 


nothing 
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nothing more, than that the ſuit might be 
brought to as ſpeedy and unexpenſive an iflue 
as poſſible. And, to that end, he offered to | 
bear one half of the expence of the defend- 
ant, ſupported by the linen-board, in that 
ſuit, if the gentleman who promoted it, and 
was the defendant's landlord, would bear the 
other, This was filently declined by him, 
and the propoſal ridiculed as romantic by his 
friends, And, to put their purpoſe of perſe- 
vering in the proſecution of the ſuit out of all 
doubt, they faund means of prevailing upon 
the linen-board to ratify their reſolution of 
ſupporting it againſt the dean out of the pub- 
lic fund, altho' ſuch a proceeding be notori- 
ouſly illegal, and the moſt eminent lawyers of 
the nation make no ſcruple to declare it to 
be ſo. 


Notwithſtanding all this ill treatment, 
and much more that might be recounted, 
the dean, rather than ſuffer the chapel before- 


mentioned to be ſhut up, made a voluntary 


contribution of 20/. a year for the ſupport of 
a curate, who ſhould officiate in it ; and ob- 
liged himſelf to the continuance of that con- 
tribution, as long as he ſhould be poſſeſſed of 
the deanry: which, however, hath no way 

Ff4 abated 


(WJ 
abated the evil diſpoſition created againſt 


him on account of building his church; 
nor the many vexatious combinations that 
have been entered into (I won't ſay under 
what influence) to diſtreſs him in every right 
belonging to his deanry, indeed to his great 
detriment ; but, I verily believe, to his much 
greater concern for the conduct of ſome per- 
ſons, for whom he hath long had a moſt 
ſincere regard, and warm good-will, 


Sc. 
PREFACE, 


AM yet well ati fied, that there 
never was a period of time, from the 
foundation of the world, in which a 
Diſcourſe of this kind could appear to greater 
diſadvantage than the preſent ; for the time 
prophefied of by St. Paul is tao ſurely come; 
The time when they will not endure ſound 
doctrine: and yet ſuch is the power of truth, 
that I can never deſpair of its final influence, 
Strong prejudices have prevailed even againſt 
true religion, and much more againſt its teach. 
ers; and Ar unhappily continue,even when the 
errors, on aubich they are founded, are removed: 
Ir errors beget errors; and the off5pring too 


Ven ſurvives the parent. The prejudices" 
= 1gainſt the Chriſtian religion are indeed 


W /runded in empty vanity ; but the prejudices 
J 4g4inft ſome of its teachers are ſeldom without 
me appearance of reaſen. When was the 


world ſeen without ſome ſad inſtances of re- 


proach 


. 
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proach and offence in that order, with which 
indiſcriminating impietꝝ is too apt to inſult and 
- afperſe the whole And is it not tos true, even 
of thoſe of a very different character, that the 
petulant profaneneſs of the evil world around | 
them hath, at preſent, driven too many of them 
from ſuſtaining the diſtinguiſhed piety of their 
charaters ; inſomuch, that they are contented 
to appear, for the moſt part, as virtuous and 
well-bred ſeculars are wont to do; meaning to 
oblige, but, I. fear, more ii Rely to offend where 
it is of much more moment not to offend. Nay, 
fo far are they civilized into ſecularity, that 
few of them have the courage, how much ſoever 
they may have it at heart, to ſalute: you with 
a prayer to Gop in your behalf; altho it be 
their proper buſineſs, as it was expreſly that 
of the Levitical priefthood, To bleſs in his 
name: and alths prayers of that kind were 
the moſt antient forms of ſalutation recorded 
in the Scriptures ; and in general, if not uni- 
verſal uſe, throughout the antient Heathen 
as well as the Chriſtian world : nay, it is even 
ſaid, that ſome of them forget to beg a bleſ- 
ing, or return thanks, for their daily food, in 
the name of TesUs CHRIST, altho' that be their 
only claim to the Divine favour : and yet, in 
many 
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many other reſpetts, I do verily believe them 
not only as blameleſs, but alſo as prui ſe-worthy, 
a ſet of men as ever adorned their dignity ; 
and am <vell ſatisfied, that their honours and 
their income are always their greateſt, and 
often their only offence; altho' both are confeſſ= 
edly. employed as much to the glory of God, 
and the good of mankind, as any other of equal 
value in 25 nation, and often more. 

We are too well aſſured, that it is impoſſible 
but that offences muſt come; but woe to him 
through whom they come! woe to him by 
whoſe evil example, as well as to him by whoſe 
wanton calumny (the offspring of his corruption 
and envy), the offices and characters of the 
Chriſt an miniſtry are vilified! And indeed it 
is aſtoniſhing to obſerve with what peculiar 


force envy operates againſt them. 


A layman, although he ſhould chance to be 

without talents, and, it may be, not diſtin- 

guiſhed by any acquired, or imputed, merit of 
any kind, enjoys (and may he ever do ſo I) all 
the felicities of his own fortune, and all the 
acquifitions of bis anceſtors, unmoleſted, unma- 
ligned, without any degree of that envy and 
obloguy, which is the ſure lot of the prieſthood, 
upon the leaſt worldly ſucceſs, whether in or out 
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of their miniſiry; alths' perhaps, after a. ſeries 
of. many years, employed in the moſt valuable 
proffices and purſuits, and under the conduct 
of the beſt improved capacity, and moſt en- 
larged virtue. But it is our peculiar fate 
and provi nce, for ever to contend with error 
and iniquity ; and it is indeed neceſſary. it 
ſhould be fo, for the amendment of the world, 
and, it may be, for our own ; that the man of 
God (as far as human frailty will allow) 
may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all 
good works; of which, bearing reproach with 
patience, and doing good for evil, are not the 
leaſt : and, to complete the Chriſtian miniſtry 
in their true character, would to Gop they 
would always remember that ſolemn injunct ion 
of St. Paul 10 Timothy (2 Tim. iv. 1, 2.) I 
charge thee before Gop, and the Lord Ixsus 
CHRIST, who ſhall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing, and his kingdom ; 
preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of 
ſeaſon ; rebuke, reprove, exhort, with all 
long-ſuffering and doctrine ! 

Jam not ſo fingularly ignorant as not to fee 
how adverſe the ſeaſon now ſeems to be, how 
contrary the wind, how loud the tempeſt, againſt 
the Clergy; and how black and louring the 

clouds ! 
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clouds! inſomuch that there be many abo very 
zaturally cry out in the anguiſh of their hearts, 


Who will ſhew-us any good? To ieh we * 


can only reply with David's prayer," Lord, lift 
thou up the light of thy countenance upon 
us. One gleam from the eye M Gon, of 
that Gop whoſe ſtrength is in the clouds, 
can in a moment not only diſpel this gloom; but 
turn it into 5 and 3 8 . rs 


me. 


* truth is, we | 200 250 lake 4 * 
ſures of our ininiſiry, more from the dictates 


of human prudence, than Chriſtian piety. We 


are in the condition of that too wiſe. and pro- 
vident huſbandman, f whom Solomon re. 
marks, He that obſerveth the wind, ſball not 
ſow, Eccleſ. xi, 4. Immer ſed inworldly wiſ-- 
dom, be forget that the times and the ſeaſons 
are in the hands of Gop alme; that *. 
are his peculiar care; and ours is only, to 

ſow the good ſeed; to perſevere in well- 
doing, Gal. vi. 9. knowing that in due ſeaſon 
we ſhall reap, if we faint not. And there is 


this further ground of hope to prevail in the 


end, that, however corrupt the world may be, 
there are few ſo obſtinately perverſe as to of- 
fend 


— — — — — — — — 


ſome ſucb in the world ; and altbo men of that 
charatter have forfeited all title to the Divine 
mercy yer have they till a claim to our cha- 
rity: and Gop forbid we ſhould fin againſt 
the Lord, in ceafing to inform, and to pray 
for them; reſolving rather, with holy Samuel, 
feeadily to teach them (as far as in us lies) 
the good and the right way ! 1 Sam. xii. 23. 
And alths they ſhould go on ſtill in their with- 
edneſs, yet ſhould we determine, by the Divine 
affiftance, to go on ftill to pray and to remon- 
frrate- againſt it, Gov in his mercy inſpire 
and enable me to do fo, until it ſhall pleaſe 
him to remove me hence ¶ truft in Curisr 
Ixsvs) into the regions of peace and immor- 
tality ! There the wicked ceaſe from trou- 
bling, and there the weary be at reſt, ©. 


4 Exo. 


Exop. xx. 17. 180 


2 Py not cavet thy neig Lage * 
houſe ; thou ſbalt nat covet thy 


neighbour's wife, nor bit mam. ſar- 
vant, nor his maid-ſervant, nor 
bis ox, nor his aſs, nor any ing 
that is thy neighbour's. "7 


HESE are the words ER 
Tenth Commandment, in which 

the vice of Avarice is not ſo pro- 
perly and principally prohibited, as the fin 
of defiring to become Poſſeſſors of another 
Man's Property, to his Detriment. 


Almighty Gop well knew, that, without 
the eſtabliſhment of Property in the world, 
neither could ſociety long flouriſh, nor private 
families and ſubſiſt with peace and 
affluence; and therefore he prohibits the moſt 
remote tendency to the invaſion of another 
man's rights and dong, 


He 


/ 
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He very well knew, that, in the order of 
nature, ſecret likings and-defires ] 
open violence, oppreſſion, and fraud; and 
therefore he prohibits all indulgence in ſuch 
deſires as can only terminate in the i injury of 


others. This is evidently the appointment 
and the proof of infinite wiſdom, in the au- 


thor of this law ; the prohibiting of guilt in 
its cauſe; in its moſt remote, ſecret; and of. 
tentimes unſuſpected tenden. 
The evils of indulging our deſires to the 
unjuſt attainment of their purpoſes, in the 
particular inſtances laid down in the text, are 


ſufficiently obvious; and have been abun- 


dantly ſet "forth, with all their aggravations 
and fad conſequences, in many learne and 


excellent diſcourſes, throughout all ages: 
but there is one inſtance wherein the evil of 
this indulgence hath been leſs noticed, and' 


conſequently more overlooked, although the 


conſequences of ſuch indulgence are, in rea- 


lity, more fatal, and much more dreadful, 


than in any other inſtance whatſoever : 1 
mean, the coveting of that portion of their 
neighbour's property, which is ſet apart for 
the ſupport of true religion in the world. 


And that the conſequences of this coveting 


are 
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are more dreadful, is evident, from this plain 


reaſon, among many others; That it tends 
directly to deſtroy all true religion from the 
earth, without which, all the other prohibi- 
tions in the text would be of no effect. 

I beſeech you, brethren, to hear me upon 
this head with Chriſtian W and can- 


dour. 

That the earth is the Lordi and the ful- 
neſs thereof, needs no proof, to any man that 
believes him to be the Creator and Governor 
of it, That we are, with regard to one an- 
other, proprietors of ſuch portions of the 
earth, and its productions, as he hath been 
pleaſed to confer upon us, is out of all doubt: 
but that we are at the ſame time but fewards 
only, and tenants at will, with regard to our 
gracious ſovereign and benefactor, is clear, 
from the reaſon and nature of the thing, as 
well as the authority of Scripture. That it 
was for the benefit of mankind, from the 
foundation of the world, to have a ſtrong 
and conſtant ſenſe of their dependence upon 
Gop, upon a being of Almighty power, and 
infinite wiſdom, is evident to a demonſtra- 
tion ; conſequently, that the injoining and 
requiring ſuch conſtant marks and proofs of 

G g their 
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their dependence, was a neceſſary conſe- 


quence from the wiſdom and benignity of 
their maker. And that he did require ſuch 
marks and proofs of their dependence, is 
clear from the hiſtory of the creation. Adam 
was limited in his dominion of the creatures, 
by the prohibition. of a particular fruit ; and 
Cain and Abe] brought ſacrifices of the 
fruits of their grounds, and finſtlings of their 
Hoc ls, to the altar of Gop (doubtleſs by Di- 
vine command) . And the ſubſequent hi- 
ſtories. of the world clearly evince, that Gop 
reſerved a tenth part of the annual produce 
of the earth (excluſive of ſacrifices) for the 
conſtant and regular ſupport of religion in it. 
Let me again repeat my requeſt to you, to 
hear me upon this head with Chriſtian can - 
dour. 

My brethren, when I exhort you to hear 
me upon this ſubject, I mean only to exhort 
you to hear the voice of reaſon ; to hear the 
word of Gop; to liſten to the prophets, 
apoſtles, and evangeliſts, of Ixsus CaR18T; 
to liſten carefully to JesUs CarisT himſelf 
pronouncing upon the point: and remem- 


* See Revelation Examined, Book I. Diſſert. f. 
ber, 
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ber, that the trouble of * ſo is but ſhort 
and ſmall, and the conſequences, of doing 
otherwiſe may be ſad and laſting. | 

Will a man rob Goo? ſaith the prophet 
Malachi, iii. 8. Yet ye have robbed me, ſaith 
the LoxD by his prophet. But ye ſay, 
Mherein have we robbed thee? To this the 
prophet anſwers, from the mouth of Gop, 
In tythes and offerings. Ye are curſed with 
a curſe; for ye have robbed me, even * 
whole nation. 

My brethren, tythes and offerings are a 
chiefry, which Gop hath reſerved upon all 
lands, from the foundation of the world. He 
well knew, that without the belief and pra- 
tice of true religion, mankind could neither 
be happy in this world, nor in the next; and 
therefore he made a proper proviſion for the 
ſupport of it, from the foundation of the 
world, by the appointment of tythes and of- 
ferings. Now that they were ſo appointed, 
appears clearly, from the uniform practice of 
all mankind in this point, throughout all 
ges and nations of the antient world, where 
hiſtory leads us into the light of truth F: for 


pi See this point cleared and proved at large, by Sir 
H. Spelman, in his larger work of Tythes, chap. 26. and 
additions to chap. 26, 
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how all mankind could agree in offering fa- 
crifices, and alſo agree in this fixt proportion; 
agree in giving a tenth of their ſubſtance, nei- 
ther more nor leſs, to the ſupport of religion, 
is utterly inconceivable, otherwiſe than from 
the influence of one univerſal authority ob- 
liging them all to it ; and that could be no 
other than the authority of Almighty Goo, 
And this is an argument which appears to 
me ſo clear and convincing, that I call upon 
the whole infidel world to confute it; I mean, 
to confute it by the force of- calm and clear 
argument : railing and ridicule (however ap- 
plauded and practiſed in a libertine age) 
carry no conviction to a reaſonable being; 
nor evince any thing but the impotence of 
the authors, and their deficiency in nobler 
A 40 


i1Another argument for the Divine origin 
of Tythes, may be drawn from the infinite 
wiſdom of that appointment; which conſi- 
dered in every light, clearly appears to be 
every way worthy of GOD. 

In the firſt place, Tythes are uch 
means of ſupporting religion, as can neve 
fail or vary (whilſt the earth continues 
fruitful, and the animal world prolific) 
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If the people have plenty, the prieft hath 
plenty, of courſe, from the tenth part of the 
annual produce of the earth: if the people 
have ſcarcity, he muſt feel that ſcarcity as 
well as they“; His condition bears one even, 
uniform relation to theirs, and muſt do ſo to 
the end of the world; enriched, and impo- 
veriſhed, in proportion to the condition of 
his people: by which means the teacher of 
true religion is placed in that middle ſtate of 
life, wherein true happineſs is beſt attained in 
this world; and is at the ſame time the ſtate 


' * To this it is objected, that in ſcarce years the peo- 
ple muſt keep their Tythe at any rate; to be bread for 
their families, and fodder for their cattle : of this the 
prieſt knows very well to make his gain; and always 
inſiſts. on a higher compoſition for his 'Tythe in fuch 

cars. | 
; In anſwer to this, . it is well known that the compo- 
ſitions for Tythes are the eaſieſt of all compoſitions for 
legal demands: not one half of the real value, at a me- 
dium, throughout the nation, _ And the pariſhioner is 
ſurely under no neceſſity of paying more than the real 
value for the Tythe at any time: ſince he can go to 
market to more advantage. Beſides, men forget that 
all the Tythe of the land is the Lord's —And if a manwill 
at all redeem ought of his Tythes (ſo the law of Gop de- 
clares), he ſhall add thereto the fifth part thereof, Levit. 
vii. JO, 31. 5 | 

But are theſe objectors ſure, that the prieſt always in- 
liſts on a larger compoſition in ſcarce years? I know the 
contrary in countleſs inſtances z and I dare ſay fo do 


many of them, g 
6 3 beſt 


tn 
beſt fitted to make a rational proyiſien for 
the happineſs of heaven: he is not in a 
condition to be greatly oppreſſed by his 
people, in the ordinary courſe 'of- things 
(although he too often is); and when he 
is, he is ſubmitted to a trial of patience, 
which, well exerciſed, makes his life more 
exemplary, and uſeful : on the other hand, 
he is far from being enabled of laid under 
any temptation to oppreſs them. Now if the 
inſtruction of mankind in the knowlege and 
practice of true religion be a purpoſe worthy 
of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, then the 
ſupport of thoſe ſet apart for this inſtruction, 
in one, even, permanent, uniform manner; 
in a manner that freed them from the an- 
xiety of providing the neceſſaries of life for 
themſelves and their families, and by that 
means left them more at liberty to attend the 
great duties of their profeſſion; in a manner 
that eſtabliſhed an inſeparable union of their 
intereſt with that of their people; and in 
that middle ſtate beſt fitted for the attain- 
ment of all the ends for which true religion 

is calculated; was alſo equally worthy of 
that wiſdom, and that goodneſs, 
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If any one think this argument inconclu- 
ſive, it is his to ſhew, that a different, or a con: 
trary conduct, the making no proviſion for 
the ſupport of religion, or providing for it in 
ſome other Way +, would better become the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of the great Governor 
of che world Fj” 7 - fs 

The 


+ Some unthinking, or wrongheaded men, are for a 
levelling ſcheme, of maintaining the Clergy by a ſtipend 
of a hundred pounds a year each; little conſidering, or 
regarding, that this would take away one great encou- 
ragement and reward to learning, and diſtinguiſhed emi- 
nence in their profeſſion: that contempt would quickly 
purſue ignorance z and contempt of religion the contempt 
of its teachers. How abſurd would ſuch a propoſal ap- 
pear, at firſt ſight, in any other profeſſion, or putſuit 
whatſoever | and-yet if it took place, it is evident-the 
public would be no gainers by it: ſince ſuch ſtipends 
would amount to a much greater ſum, than all the 
Tythes of theſe nations now ſet for. 

As little do theſe men conſider how dangerous it is to 
unſettle property, upon any pretence whatſoever. The 
Anabaptiſts, in Germany, began their claim of Chriſtian 
liberty, by attempts upon Tythes: but quickly proceeded 
to lay property: aſſerting a community of goods, 
equality of eſtates: which ſoon carried them into open 
robbery; and every abomination their heated imagina-. 
tions ſuggeſted (Cs the treati/e about the alienation of 
Tithes in Sir H. Spelman's works, p. 137. ). 

„ 
nature and intention it is a clear | 
that all ſchemes, not only for ſtipends, but alſo for eſta- 
bliſhing any modus, or money-compolition inlieu of them, 
ue, in their direct and natural tendency, deſtructive of the 

G4 -- great 
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The great wiſdourofthis appointment will 
Ants appear, when conſidered in another 
light; inaſmuch as Tythes are a means of ſup. 
porting the teachers of true religion, which 
neither is, nor can be, in any degree expen- 
five or burdenſome to any of the people. 
This is as clear as the ſun. The right of the 
clergy to Tythes is prior to the right that any 
man or family in the world can claim to their 
eſtate of inheritance. Every man that pur- 
chaſeth land ſubject to Tythes, purchaſeth it 
as ſubje& to that chiefry, and pays ſo much 
the leſs for it, on that ſcore ; and every man 
that purchaſeth land which the ſacrilegious 
impiety of human laws hath exempted from 
Tythes, pays ſo much the more for it, upon 
that ſcore: ſo likewiſe every tenant that takes 
land ſubje& to Tythes, pays ſo much the leſs 
rent for it on that account; and if he takes 
land free from Tythes, he pays the landlord 
as much * 1 


rpoſes of Providence, in appoin a prope fp 
. the miniſters of religion : i ppolpting 8 


—— for predial Tythes ſo far removes the 2 
of the clergy from its only ſure and folid baſts, and reſts 
it upon the fluctuating foundations of chance and caprice, 
and the artificial, unabiding value of coin. © 

| But it is objected, and inſiſted upon at large (Great 
eaſe of Tythes, p. 46.), that T'ythes cannot be a pro- 


. 
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ſo that neither landlord nor tenant contribute 


perty : and e went cannot bo ſold, or charged 


upon lands. And the ſtrength of the argument ſtands 
thus. No man can charge his poſterity with that which 
was no way his; they might indeed charge their lands, 
and the charge will deſcend with the lands; but Tythe 
is not paid of the land; nor by reaſon of the land; 
they. ariſe from the labour of the occupant: and what 
man can charge any land with the fruits of another 
man's Jabours? I anſwer, if this be right reaſoning, 
then all the laws that ever were made relating to Tythes, 
and lands ſubject to Tythes, are utterly abſurd, A po- 
ſition, which no modeſt man will eaſily be prevailed upon 
to aſſert. If the author of this pamphlet was himſelf 
impoſed upon, by his own ſophiſm, he was indeed a 
great object of- pity; as are all thoſe ho are deluded 
by him: but if he only meant to impoſe upon others, 
„I pity; but not 
0 1 W 180 TY L. £ | | 
1 really abſurd to talk of ſelling, or conveying 
lands ſubject to Tythes? Can I not convey, or ſell my 
lands, under what conditions I pleaſe ? It is indeed in 
the buyer's, or the inheritor's power, whether or no he 
will buy, or accept of them upon theſe conditions ; but 
if he once accepts the conditions, moſt aſſuredly he 
muft perform them. But the conditions are abſurd. I 
anſwer, Pray where is the abſurdity of my ſelling my 
land for a certain ſum of money, and a certain portion 
of the occupant's labour, for ever, if I abate as much 
of the value of the land, upon the fale, as that portion 
of the occupant's labour may be fairly rated at? If the 
buyer be the occupant; it is ſufficiently evident, that 
he is not injured: or if he ſets and is tied to ſet it to 
another occupant, upon the fame terms that he himſelf 
holds it, how is that other occupant, his heirs, or aſ- 
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clergy, by the payment of Tythes. They art 
maintained by. that chiefry which Gop hath 
reſerved upon all lands, from the creation, 
for the ſup port of true religion in the world. 
Hence it is that Go calls the Tythes his 
own inheritance, Deut. XVIii. 1. The prie 

the Levites," and all the tribe of Levi, ſhall 
have no part nor inheritance with Hrael; 
they ſhall eat the offerings of the Lord made 
by Fre, and his inheritance. Hence it is 


. if dean chene hated as e 
annual rent, as that portion of the fruits of his and their 
labour is worth, or was agreed for? The caſe is ſo v 
plain; that I cannot but conſider it, as a ſhameleſs inſu 
upon the common ſenſe of mankind, to urge the con · 
with ſo hardened a front And pray how does the 


fat Rand? The fact is plainly this: that Tythes, and 


lands ſubje& to Tythes, are ſet, and ſold, transferred, 
and ſettled every day, with as much eaſe, and ſexority, 
as any other property in the ſociety. So that upon a 
candid inquiry, this great abſurdity is found to be per- 
fectly reaſonable : and this abſolute. impoſſibility 

cable. And I have, myſelf, ſubjected lands to fre), 
(abating to the full value of them in the rent and 
which never were known to pay Tythes before. 

As for the diſtinction which this acute author — 
betwixt Tythes and rent - charges, it is what controver- 
ſial writers are wont to call a diſtinction without a dif- 
ference, unleſs rent - charges grow annually, like muſh- 
rooms, out of the land, without any labour or care of the 
occupant. So that the argument bolds full as ftrong 


againſt the payment of. quit-rent to the crown, as the 


. of OI" to the church, | = 
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that he ſo frequently calls himſelf, that is, 


that portion which he hath reſerved as his 
on peculiar: property, the inheritance of 
Levi. And ſurely it would be ridictilous to 
ſuppoſe, that Goo had no itheritance, no 
right, or claim of property, in any other re- 
gion of the garth, but that of : Fudan! And 
therefore, as Tythes never were the rightful 
property of any layman, the payment of 
them never was, nor is, nor can be a burden 
to any human creature upon the face of the 
earth. And this being inconteſtably the caſe, 
is it not amazing to think how the hypo- 
criſy, fanaticiſm, and abandoned effrontery; 
of ſome leaders of ſects amongſt us, ſhould fo 
far and ſo grofly delude the world; as to make 
a great part of mankind believe this. inſtitu- 
tion to be inſufferably grievous and oppreſ- 
hive; nay, not only ſo, but to be wicked, 
Abe and antichriſtian, and utterly 
abhorrent from all the great ends and pur- 
poſes of true religion ? Whereas'the direct 
contrary to all this is clear, to à demonſtra- 
tion: nay, the infinite wiſdom of this ap- 
pointment appears clearly from hence, that 
Tythes are not, cannot be, a grievance to any 
honeſt man in the world, My brethren, your 
2 parſon 
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parſon can neither aggrieve nor oppreſs you in 


the payment of Tythes; your lay-landlord 

- (for ought I know) may. You all know, full 
well, that if you cannot agree with your par- 
ſon for his Tenth of the produce of your 
grounds, you have nothing to do but to give 
What can be a clearer proof, or fairer cha- 
racter, of the Divine original of Tythes, than 
that they are ſuch a means of ſupporting 
true religion in the world, as the people can- 
not be oppreſſed in paying? And, aſter all 
this, will a man rob Gop? And what is the 
conſequence ? Aſk the prophet Malac bi, and 
he will tell you (ch. iii. .), from the mouth 
of Gop himſelf, 77 are curſed with à curſe; 
for ye have robbed me*, even this while 
nation. 11 My 


The candid reader, who hath nothing in view but 
truth, will, I am ſure, be much obliged to me, for every 
appolite quotation which I can entertain him with from 
that great and good man Sir H. Spelman : who in his 
treatiſe De non temerand. eccleſ. hath this fine abſeryation, 
among many others. _ | 

It is a great fin to ſteal from our neighbour; 
c much greater (even ſacrilege) to ſteal from Gon, 
cc Tf it were ſo heinous a fact in Ananias, to with-hold 
* part of his own goods, which he pretended he would 
ec give unto Gop, how much more is it in us, pre- 
cc um 


tuouſly to reave that from Gop, that others 
e haye 
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My brethren, do you not ſee, do you not 
feel, your nation to be under the curſe of 
Gop? Have any ſeven years paſſed within 
the memory of moſt of you, wherein this 
land hath not been infeſted with a famine, 
and the calamities attending it; the miſery 
and mortality of man and beaſt? Look back 
and ſee how many you can count in'the ſmall 
interval from the year 1725 ! and what can 
be conceived more equitable, more righteous, 
in the diſpenſations of Providence, than theſe 
chaſtiſements? You: with-hold from Gop, 
his prieſts, and the ſervants of his church, 
as far as in you lies, every right, every offer- 
ing due to them; and he with-holds his 
bleſſing from you. You defraud, and you 
oppreſs, in the payment of his chiefry, his 
Tenth of the produce of your ground ; and 
he curſeth the other nine parts ; he-curſeth 
the ground for your ſakes. O my brethren, 
look back with humility and attention upon 


c“ have already dedicated and delivered unto him? So- 
«© lomon ſaith, He that robbeth his 5 and his me- 
ether, and ſaith it is no fin, is the companion of [a 
« murderer, or] him that deſiroyeth. t he that 
e purloineth the things of God, robbeth his father; 
and he that purloineth the things of the church, 
„ robbeth his mother: and therefore that man is a 
e companion of the deſtroyer.” 


your 
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your condition for ſome. paſt years, and you 
Will find that you have been but too truly 
cuffed of Gon. Curfed have you bern in the 
city, and curſed in the field; curſed in your 
batket and your flore'; curſed in the fruit of 
your body, and the fruit of your land, the in. 
creaſe' of your kine, and the flocks of. your 
ſheep. And will you yet contend with Gop? 
Will you harden yourſelves againſt him, 
who is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ftrength? 
Who commandeth the ſun, and it fhineth nat, 
and ſealeth up the flars? Will you contend 
with him? Gop' forbid ! M ho hath hardened 
himſelf againſt him, and hath profpered? 
Job ix. 

If it be aſked; why the with-holding of 
Tythes, or defrauding. in the paymenr of 
them, ſhould be ſo peculiarly attended with 
a curſe ; I anſwer, becauſe it is ſacrilege 
that is, taking or with-holding from'Gop 
what is his, or what was once dedicated tb 
him. And this hath, in all ages, and nations, 
been accounted the moſt heinous guilt that 
can be incurred ; and the laws of the twelve 
tables branded it as parricide*, And it is 


* Sacrum ſacrove — gui demſerit rapſe- 
ritve, parricida eſte, 


remark- 
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remarkable, that when. the rights of the 
church were confirmed, and made invio- 
lable, by Magna charta (which grants them 
all unto Gop); and by the ſolemn oaths of 
the king, his ſon, and all the nobility of the 
realm; the whole kingdom yielded them- 
ſelves to ſtand: accurſed, if they ſhould, at 


any time after, impeach this grant®. And 


we ſhould remember, that we, by receiving 
the laws of England, have placed ourſelves 
in the ſame condition with the people of that 
nation: who could grant us the protection 
of Magna charta upon no other terms than 
they themſelyes enjoyed it. 

My brethren, we have lately, very lately, 
but too well experienced the wrath and ven- 
geance of Gop upon this great, crying, na- 
tional guilt; altho” not on this alone. In the 
name of JesUs CHRIST, entitle yourſelves, 
from this moment, to his bleſſings, upon the 
contrary conduct. 

I forbear to cumber you with quotations 
upon this head, and ſhall only beg your atten- 
tion to two ſacred writers, who were neither 
prieſts, nor bigots. Hear the wiſeſt of men up- 
on this point, Prov. iii. 9, 10. Honour the Lord 


* 'Spelman's larger work of T ythes, p. 130. 
| with 
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with thy ſubSance, and with the firt-fructs 
of all thine increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy barns be 
filled with plenty, and thy preſſes ſhall bur 
out with new wine. Hear alſo what the 
prophet Malachi faith upon this head, from 
the mouth of Gon to his own people; Mal. 
iii. 10, &c. Bring ye all the Tythes into the 
ftore-houſe, that there may be meat in mine 
houſe; and prove me now herewith, ſaiththe 
Lord of hoſts, if I will not open you the win- 


dows of heaven, and pour you out a bleſſing | 


that there ſhall not be room enough to receive 
it; and I will rebuke the devourer for your 
fakes; and he ſhall not deſtroy the fruit ts of 
your ground, neither ſhall your vine cal 
forth her fruit before the time in the field, 
faith the Lord of hoſts; and all nations ſhall 
call you bleſſed; for ye ſhall be a delightſome 
land, faith the Lord of hoſts. 

And it is remarkable, that an opinion 
obtained even in ſome parts of the heathen 
world, that the religious payment of Tythes 
was rewarded with ſignal bleſſings from 
heaven: and accordingly many of the rich- 

eſt among them, ſuch as Sy/la, Lucullus, 
and Craſſus, not only made vows of doing 


ſo, but afterwards performed them, when 
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they became moſt remarkably rich : by of- 
fering a tenth of their whole fortunes, 
amounting to immenſe ſums . And it is a 
maxim among the Rabbins, hat Tythes paid 
are the' defence of riches. And the more 
religious among the Fews, having no prieſt 
of their own, to whom to pay their Tythes, 
nor temple to carry it to, do, to this day, 
give in their ſtead, a tenth part of their gains 
to charity: ten pounds of every hundred, 
and a hundred of every thouſand. 

My brethren, is it not well worth your 
while to bring this matter to the proof ? Is 
the Lord's hand ſhortened? Can he not open 
the windows of heaven? Can he not pour 
down bleſſings upon the earth? Can he not 


ill your barns at this day, as well as in the 
days of Solomon and Malachi ? 

To this it may be objected, That we have 
of late years been frequently bleſſed with 
fruitful ſeaſons (as we are at preſent), not- 
withſtanding this ſuppoſed crying national 
mult; and therefore if we are to infer Gop's 
diſpleaſure from the curſe of bad ſeaſons, 
ve may infer his reconcilement from the 


* Sir H. Spelman's large work of Tythes, p. 122. 
Hh bleſſings 
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bleſſings of ſuch as are ſalutary and ſruit- 
ful. eng 

To this I anſwer, That Gop takes two 
methods of drawing us to our duty; ſeverity, 
and goodneſs. When the heathen world 
walked in every wicked way that could of- 
fend Gop, St. Paul tells us, As xiv. 17, 
That nevertheleſs Gop left not himſelf with. 
out witneſs, in that he did good, and gave us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, Are 
we to infer his reconcilement to all their abo. 
minations from this unmerited benignity and 
bounty? Gop forbid! His benignity and 
bounty are congenial to him, his chaſtiſe- 
ments are extorted; and when our fins have 
forced them from him, he returns, in all the 
divinity of his goodneſs, to ſoften and melt 
us into love and duty. And thinkeſft thou 
this, O man, that thou who doeſt the fame 
things, ſhalt eſcape the judgment of Gop? 
Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, 
and forbearance, and long-ſuffering, not know- 
ing that the goodneſs of Gon leadeth thee to 
repentance? 
My brethren, ye all profeſs yourſelves ſe- 
rious Chriſtians; and I do verily believe, that 
many of you are ſo: in the name of Jesvs 
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Car1sT, walk worthy of your profeſſion, and 
ſuffer not yourſelves to be deluded to your 
eternal ruin, by the crafty wilineſt of men ly- 
ing in wait to deceive ! men who are as ſure, 
as cruel, enemies to your ſalvation, as they 
are to our Sion. 

Ve have all renounced the errors of Rome: 
in the name of Gop, will you renounce the 
original, the divine ſupport of all true religion, 
together with thoſe errors? Thou that abhor- 
reft idols, doeft * commit ſacrilege? Rom. 
li. 22, 


But it is objected (Great caſe of Tythes, 

p. 1.), that the payment of Tythes was purely 
Levitical. In anſwer to this, it is truly 
urged, that the payment of Tythes was 
much more antient : the practice was at leaſt 
as old as Abraham, and Jacob. And Sir H. 
Spelman obſerves (in his treatiſe De non te- 
merandis ecclefits, p. 3.), That Gop re- 
e quireth this duty of Tythe, by his own 
© mouth, as of old belonging to him, before 
e the Levites were called to the ſervice of 
* the tabernacle: and before they were 
* named in Scripture. For they are not 
© named till Exod. xxxviu. 21. and it is ſaid, 
© in Exod. xxii. 29. Thine abundance and 
Hh 2 « thy 
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te thy liquor ſhalt thou not keep bach, mean- 
« ing Tythes and firſt-fruits. Therefore 
« Hierom doubteth not ſo to tranſlate it; 
ce Thy Tythes and firſt-fruits ſhalt thou not 
* keep back : and in this manner of ſpeech 
te the word keep back ſheweth, that it was 
<« a thing formerly due unto Gop: for we 
* cannot ſay, that any thing is kept back, 
ce or with-holden, that was not due before. 
Therefore we find no original command- 
« ment of giving Tythe unto Gop; but 
te upon the firſt mentioning of them in Le- 
e viticus, they are poſitively declared to be 
&« his, as a part of hiscrown, and antient 
« demeſne : for it is there ſaid, chap. xxvii. 
% 30. All the Tythe of the land is the Lord's. 
* And Moſes commandeth not the people a 
e new thing, but declareth the right, that of 
* old belonged to Gop, namely, that all 
e the Tythes of the land were his. 

But this objector ſtill urgeth ¶ Great caſe of 
Tythes, p. 4.), that © the payment of Tythes 


« was purely Levitical; and that, in the 


* In the Engliſb tranſlation the text ſtands thus: 
Thou ſhalt not delay to offer the firſt of thy ripe fruits, 
and of thy liguors. 

VN. B. The words to Fer are no part of the text. 


« fulneſs 
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* fulneſs of time, Gop raiſed up another 
4 prieſt, Car1sT Ixsus, who was not of the 
* tribe of Levi; nor conſecrated after the 
“order of Aaron; for he pertained to an- 
other tribe, of which no man gave at- 
« tendance at the altar; who (having ob- 
* tained a more excellent miniſtry, of a 
« greater and more perfect tabernacle, not 
« of the former building, being the ſum 
and ſubſtance of all the patterns of things 
* under the firſt covenant) put an end to 
* the firſt prieſthood, with all its ſhadows, 
4 figures, and carnal ordinances; and chan- 
ging the prieſthood, which had a com- 
e mand to take Tythes of their brethren, 
there was made of neceſſity, alſo, a change 
„of the law, and a diſannulling of the 
e commandment going before: which was 
but impoſed, until the time of reforma- 
„tion.“ 

In anſwer to this, I ſincerely with, that 
Chriſtian charity would permit me to place 
this reaſoning to the ſcore of the author's 
Ignorance : but indeed it cannot. For it ap- 
pears evidently, that at the very time of his 
drawing up this objection, he had peruſed 
the viith chapter of the epiſtle to the He- 

Hh 3 brews, 


{ 470 ] 
brews, from which a concluſion, A, 
contrary, is clearly deducible. 


For it is plainly the apoſtle's U 
this place, to ſhew, that the Levitical prieſt. 
hood being changed, the obligation of pay. 
ing .Tythes to the tribe of Lev: ceaſed with 
it; and to ſhew, at the ſame time, that this 
prieſthood was ſucceeded by one much more 
excellent; namely, that of JesUs CHR ist, 
who 1s a prieſt for ever after the order of 
Melchifedek*. Now this 1 well 
knew, 


. Melchizedek was both king, and prieſt: and fo 
were many others in ſeveral ages, and regions of the 
world. And the high prieſthood is, at this day, joined 
to the imperial crown of China. Potipherah, prieſt of 
On, was doubtleſs a great prince ; otherwiſe Jae in 
all his ory, had not been given to him for a ſon-in-law, 
el ſo was Jethro, the father-in-law of Moſes, prince 

rieſt of Midian. And that he was a prieſt of the 
— op, appears clearly, from his offering ſacrificesin 
the camp of Iſrael; and being attended, in that duty, 
by Aaron, and all the elders of Iſrael: who then ate bread 
with him before Gon, Exod. xviii. 12. 

The children of Iſrael lived a diſtin people, in 
Egypt, for about four hundred years: and is it to be 
imagined, that they had no proper perſon to miniſter to 
them in things ſacred, during that long ſpace ? I think 
it clear, from the 22d verſe of the xixth chapter of Ex- 
adus, that they had: the words are theſe, Aud let the 
prieſts of the Lord alſo, which come near to the altar, 
ſanctiſy themſelves, &c. Now if they had proper per- 


* ſeparated for the ſervice of God, there is no reaſon 
to 
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knew, that Melchiſedek received Tythes; 
and that ſo great a prince as Abraham gave 
them to him: and I believe nobody will take 
upon them, at this time of day, to prove he 
had no right to receive them ; nor Abraham 
any obligation to pay them. St. Paul tells 
us, Heb. vii, g. that Levi paid Tythes (viz+ 
to Melchizedek) in Abraham. Now paying 
implies an obligation in the payer, and a right 
in the receiver. And if Melchiſedek had a 
right to receive Tythes, moſt undoubtedly 
JesUs CarisT his antitype hath, at leaſt, as 
good a right as he. And how can he receive 
them, but by that prieſthood which he him- 
ſelf hath inſtituted, with aſſurance of his 
protection and favour to the end of the 
world? And ſurely we may conclude, with- 
out any degree of preſumption, that CHRIisr 
will, at the laſt day, pronounce as favourably 


to doubt, that they had alſo a ſeparate maintenance: 
and ſurely there is no reaſon to apprehend, that they 
would ſwerve from the examples of their father Jacob, 


and their great founder Abraham, in that point. 


If it be ſaid, that there is no mention of any ſuch 
maintenance; I anſwer, Neither is there mention made 
of any prieſt among them till this time: and the ſilence 
of Scripture no more infers a nullity in one caſe, than 
in the other. And, indeed, the filence of the Adoſaic 
hiſtory ſhould rather infer the mentioning of it to be 
unneceſſary; as being a thing then univerſally known. 


Hh 4 of 
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of the payment of this debt of zol ag 
he doth of that of charity. Mat. xxv. 40. 
Verily J jay unto you, inaſmuch as you have 
done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my bre. 
thren, ye have done it unto me. 

But it is objected (Great caſe of Tythes, 
p. 31.), What is this (caſe of Abrahom) to 
e the payment of Tythes? For it doth not 
te appear, that Abraham paid the tenth part 
i of his own increaſe : or that he gave the 
* tenth at any other time.” 

In anſwer to this, I have now a that 
it appears from St. Paul's reaſoning, Heb. 
vii. 9. that Abraham did nothing, in this 
caſe, but diſcharge the duty he owed to the 
prieſt of the Moſt High. And if it was 
his duty to pay Melchizedek the tenth at this 
time, it was equally his duty to pay him the 
tenth on any other like occaſion: and if it 
was his duty to pay him the tenth of the 
ſpoils of war, I believe little doubt can be 


made, that it was equally his duty to pay the 
tenth of his own increaſe. And the example 
of Jacob clearly convinces me, that the ſo- 
lemn vow which he makes to Gop, Gen. 
xxviii. was no more than a renewal of the 
covenant of his forefathers with Gop, This 

1 
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] think may be clear to every candid man 
who confiders this chapter with attention, 
In the 13th, 14th, and 15thverſes, Gop ex- 
preſly enters into the fame covenant with 
Jacob that he had before entered into with 
Abraham, | 

Ver, 13. And, behold, the Lav fred above 
it*; and ſaid," 1 am the Lord Gop Abra- 
ham thy fatber: and the GOD of Iſaac : 
the land, whereon thou lieft, to thee well 1 
give it, and to thy ſced. 

Ver. 14. And thy ſeed ſhall be as the duſt 
of the earth: and thou ſbalt ſpread abroad, 
to the eaſt, and to the weſt, and to the north, 
and to the ſouth. And in thee, and in thy 
feed, ſhall all the families of the earth be 
bleſſed. 

Ver. 15. And, behold, I am wi th thee, and 
will keep thee in all places whither thou go- 
eſt: and will bri ng thee again into this land : 
for I will not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have ſpoken to thee of, * 


| This is plainly, on Gop's part, the fame 
coyenant, in ſubſtance, with that before en- 


* The ladder that reached from earth to heaven. 
tered 
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tered into with Abraham, Gen. xiii. 14, 15 
16. and xxii. 17, 18x. 

It is alſo evidently the faire covenants; 
tered into with 1/aac, Gen. xxvi. 2, 3, 4, f. 
Ver. 2. And the Lord appeared unto him 
(Iſaac), and ſaid, Go not down into Egypt: 
devell in the land, which I ſhall tell thee off 

Ver. 3. Sojourn in this land, and I will be 

with thee; and will bleſs thee : for unto thee, 
and unto thy feed, I will give all theſe coun. 
tries: and I will perform the cath which I 
fware unto Abraham thy father. 15) 

Ver. 4. And I will make thy ſeed to mul. 
tiply as the ftars of heaven, and will give 
unto thy ſeed all theſe countries: and in 


* Chap. xiii, ver. 14. And the Lord ſaid unto Abram, 
after that Lot was ſeparated from him, Lift up uow 
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, north- 
ward, and . ſouthward, and eaſtward, and weſtward. 
Ver. 15. For all the land which thou af to thee will 1 
give it, and to thy ſeed, for ever. 16. wr | 
make thy ſeed as the duſt of the earth : ſo that if a nun 
can number the duſt of the earth, then Hall thy ſeed alſo 
be numbered. 

Chap. xxii. ver. 17. In bleſſing I will bleſs thee, _ 
m multiplying 1 will multiply thy ſeed as the flars « 2 
heaven, and as the ſand 29277 is upon the ſea-ſhort ; 
and thy ſeed fhall poſſeſs the gate of his enemies. Ver. 
18. And in thy ſeed fhall all the nations of the earth be 
* becauſe thou haſt obeyed my voice. 

thy 
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TIED Won e 
bleſſed. 30 

Ver. 5. Becauſe that Abraham A thy 
voice, and kept my charge, _y nee ma, 
my ſtatutes, and my law. 
Now it plainly appears, PIO th laſt- 
recited verſe, that God bound Abraham to 
theobſervance of ſtatutes, and laws, no-where 
mentioned in the Scripture hi of Him: 
and that Abraham inſtructed his deſcendants 
and houſhold in all thoſe ſtatutes and laws, 
is clear, from God's o declaration con- 
cerning him, Gen. xviii. 19. For I know him, 
that be will command bis children, and — 
houfhold, after him; and they ſhall keep 
way of the Lord: to do Juſtice and abe, 
&c. 

The queſtien, then, naturally arifes, Why 
thoſe ſtatutes and laws are no-where men- 
tioned in the Scripture-accounts of Abraham? 
The anſwer is obvious: becauſe they were 
ſtatutes and Yaws then well known, and 
equally obliging all mankind. Such com- 
mands and injunctions from Gon, as were 
peculiar to Abraham, and his deſcendants, 
| are clearly ſpecified, and carefully recorded, 
in Scripture: and therefore we may fairly 
infer, 
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infer, that all ſuch as are not ſo ſpecified, 
were not n but — 


mankind. 6 * 
. Now. ſappoſe that acob, apon this 
nevwal of this covenant “ with-Gop, had laid 
himſelf under a vow, not only to return to 
Gop a tenth of all that he ſhould bleſs him 
with, but had alſo enumerated ſeveral parti- 
cular diſtinct duties (not ſpecified in the hi- 
tory of Abrabam), which he ſo obliged him- 
ſelf to diſcharge; towards Gon; could it be 
a doubt, with any reaſonable man, whether 
theſe were not duties, to be diſcharged, in 
conſequence of thoſe ſtatutes and laws re- 
ferred to, but not ſpecified in the covenant 
with Jaac? And when Jacob obliges him, 
ſelf, by vow, to the diſcharge of one duty, 
only, ta Gop, upon this occaſion; can it be a 
doubt, whether that one was injoined by 
Gop? Eſpecially if it be found, upon in- 
quiry, that a religious diſcharge of that one 
is eſſential to the . of all true ligen 


* That this was "the ſame. covenant "Ie entered 
into with Abraham, and Iſaac, is expreſly declared at the 
cvth pſalm, at the qth and 1oth verſes. Ver. 9g. Even 
the covenant that he mage with Abraham, and the oath 
that he ſware unto Iſaac. Ver. 10. And appointed the 


ſeme unto Jacob for a law, &. 


in 
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in the world: and, conſequently, a means, of 
the laſt importance, to the diſcharge of every 
particular duty we owe to Gop. Which ſuf- 
ficiently explains why that one was peculiarly 
vowed. | = 

But further: it is one of the beſt cha- 
racers and criterions of truth, that it will 
bear to be examined in every light. Let the 
point before us be brought to this teſt. That 
the covenant entered into with Jacob was 
the ſame, on Gop's part, with that before en- 
tered into with Abraham, and Jaac, hath 
now, I think, been fully ſhewn: and can it 
be made a doubt, whether this covenant w:.s 
not alſo the ſame, on Jacob's part, with that 
which Abraham and Iſaac had before en- 
tered into with Gop? I ſee no imaginable 
reaſon for any doubt upon the point. Now 
the payment of Tythes to Gop, of all his 
ſubſtance, was plainly a part of Facob's co- 
venant: why then may we not fairly infer, 
that it was alſo a part of the covenant of his 
forefathers with Gop? Eſpecially fince we 
find, that, in fact, Abraham paid Tythes, of 
all that he had, to the prieſt of the Moſt 
High Gop. The Engliſb verſion, indeed, 
only ſays, that he gave him Tythes of all, 

| Gen. 


1 
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Gen, xiv. 29. which, theretore, is generally 
underſtood of his only giving him Tythes of 
all the ſpoils of war. But the original He. 
brew text ſays, He gave bim Tythes ꝙ all 
that he had. Which, therefore, the beſt Jeu- 
2% and Chriſtian commentators interpret, of 
all his ſubſtance. And, for my own part, I 
am fully fatisfied in this interpretation, from 
St. Paul's comment, Heb. vii, 2, 4. for, in 
the 2d verſe of that chapter, ſpeaking of 
Melchizedek, he ſaith, To whom alſo Abra- 
ham gave @ tenth part of all : not explain- 
ing or limiting it to the ſpoils of war, but 
meaning rather (as I apprehend) all his ſub- 
ftance: which ſeems further confirmed by 
the 4th verſe; which, rightly tranſlated from 
the original Greet, ſtands thus: Now con- 
fader how great this man was, unto whom the 
patriarch Abraham gave the tenth, even of 
the ſpoils. And this ſurely implies, at leaſt, 
that he gave him the tenth of other things, 
And I appeal to all men of learning, for the 
truth of both theſe tranſlations, from the 
Hebrew, and from the Greek. 

But here we are again aſked (Great caſe 
of Hebes, p. 31.) © And what if Facob 
« gave Tythes? How are either of theſe 

” « examples 
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« examples more binding than any. other of 
« the good acts that un 
« men did?” 

I. anſwer, They both ſhew the practice, 
and the obligation, of paying Tythes, for the 
ſupport of true religion, prior to the law of 
Moſes: conſequently, the ceafing of that 
law could not annul either, even had it 
ceaſed intirely, which it hath not; for the 
moral part of it is ſtill in full force. Add to 
all this, that the great and wiſe ends of this 
inſtitution, and the univerſality of the pra- 
ctice of paying Tythes, extending even to 
the antient Gauls, and pagan inhabitants of 
Britain, to ages, and regions, in which the 
name of Abraham, in all probability, was 
never heard of at the time of their doing ſo, 
ſufficiently ſhew the original ordinance not 
to have been confined to him, his poſterity, 
or his houſhold. 


But how will all this prove a yearly pay- 
ment of Tythes to miniſters (Great caſe of 
Tythes, p. 31.)? 

I anſwer (I hope), very clearly. 


Facob made a vow to Gop to give him 
the Tenth of all that he ſhould bleſs him 


with; and how did he give it to him? 
Doubtleſs 


S 


[ 480. ] 
Doubtleſs by paying it to his prieſts, as 
Abraham'did by paying his Tenth to Melb, 
zedek, Now Cnri1sr is a prieſt after the 
order of Melchizedek (who was his repre. 
ſentative); therefore Tythes are, at leaſt, 28 
much due to him, as they were to Melchize- 
de. And he is a prieſt for ever: therefore 
Tythes will be due to him for ever. And 
ſince they cannot be paid to him, otherwiſe 
than by being paid to the prieſthood eſta- 
bliſhed in the world by him; therefore they 
are to be paid to the truly Chriſtian prieſt- 
hood, in every Chriſtian ſociety, to the end 
of the world. 

I have, I fear, been too tediouſly parti- 
cular, in anſwering the objections of this 
very acute writer: but I apprehended, his 
admirers might take occaſion to cavil, or 
complain of me, or perhaps to triumph, if I 
had not. Be that as it will, I cannot, in ju- 
ſtice, either to my own character, or to the 
character of that great and excellent man, 
Sir Henry Spelman, decline publiſhing to the 
world, how greatly I am indebted to him, 
and have grounded myſelf, in this argument, 
upon his fine reaſoning, and writing (in his 
treatiſe De non temerandis eccleſ. p. 2.). 

« Mel 
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« Melchiſedek was the image of | Chriſt 
« and his church; Abraham (with his aſſo- 
« ciates and people) of the congregation.of 


« the faithful. Therefore though Levi re- 
« ceived Tythes afterwards, by a particular 
grant from Gop, for the time; yet now 
« he paid them generally with the congre- 
gation, in the loins of Abraham, unto the 
« prieſthood of Chriſt, here perſonated by 
K Melebiſedeh; which being perpetual,.and 
an image of this of the Goſpel, may well 
« denote unto us, that this duty of Tythe 
e ought alſo to be perpetual. And there- 
© fore Cbryſoſtom ſaith, that Abraham herein 
was our tutor, not the tutor of the Fews. 
And inaſmuch as Abrabam paid it not to a 
« prieſt that offered a Levitical ſacrifice of 
bullocks and goats, but to him that gave 
the elements of the ſacrament of the Go- 
* ſpel, bread and wine; it may alſo well in- 
* timate unto us, to what kind of prieſt we 
* are to pay our Tythes: namely, to. him 
that miniſtreth unto us the ſacrament of 
* bread and wine, which are only thoſe of 
the Goſpel, and not the Levitical prieſts. 
So that our Tythe, paid in this kind, can- 
not be ſaid to be Levitical; as alſo, for that 
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« the Levitical Tythes were only things re- 


« newing and increaſing; whereas Abraum 
« and Facob paid them of all: as if they 


ce had followed the commandment of the 


« apoſtle; Let him that is taught in the 
« word, make him that hath taught him, par- 
« taker of all his goods, Gal. vi. 6“ .) 
To the argument, drawn from Abraham's 
paying Tythes before the law of Mo/es, it is 
anſwered (Appendix to the Great” caſe of 
Tythec, p. 77.), That Abraham was alfo cir- 
camcilea before the law; yet the "apoſtle 
faith, J ye be circumciſed; Chrift ſhall profit 
you nothing. From whence it is inferred, 
that, if any one had then paid Tythes; the 
apoſtle would have urged, that they were 
urider the law, and not under grace. 
T anſwer, That Abraham paid Tythes long 
before he was circumciſed ; a that he was 
circumciſed in virtue of a lar cove- 
nant, and command from Gop, and for rea- 
ſons ſufficiently obvious; which have long 
fince ceaſed. And doubtleſs, if he had paid 
Tythes for the ſame reaſon, the particular 
command and covenant, obliging him'ts * 
them, would have been ſpecified alſo. 


therefore, ſince no ſuch command is 2 
the 
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the natural inference is, that he paid them in 
virtue of a prior, general covenant, obliging 
all mankind; for reaſons ſufhciently ſet forth 
in this treatiſe; reaſons which ſtill ſubſiſt, 
and muſt ſubſiſt to the end of the world“. 
But ſtilb it is objected, That the payment 
of Tythes is no- where injoined by the Chri- 
ſtian religion, and therefore Chriſtians are 
not obliged to pay them. But to this it is 
eaſy to anſwer, That they are no-where pro- 
hibited by the Chriſtian religion; and there - 
fore the obligation to the payment of them 
is {till in force. _ How 


* The reſt of the reaſonings in this work, being, for 
the moſt part, grounded upon theſe fundamental errors, 
that Tythes are only due and. payable by the law of 
Moſes, and that that law is wholly abrogated ſince the 
death of CIS, muſt of neceſſity fall with thoſe er- 
tors: and therefore I ſhall, at preſent, take no further 
TS os let called The fate prefer 
t is urged, in a pamphlet called The fate prefer- 
able to hy hgh, 66 That he, who by the Moſaic law 
* would introduce Tythes into the Chriſtian ſyſtem, 
© introduces likewiſe a ſacrifice, and an altar; without 
* which,. Tythes by the law were unſanctified, and 
„ polluted.” This is Milton's argument, Appendix to 
Great caſe of Tythes, p. 86. 

I anſwer, I know of none who would introduce 
Tythes into the Chriſtian ſyſtem merely by the Moſaic 
law; yet if any one did, this conſequence, I apprehend, 
would not neceſſarily follow. For let all that was mo 
ceremonial in the law of Tything be aboliſhed, ſu 
% the bringing the firſt-fruits to the altar, &c. muſt it 

W follow, 
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How greatly were it to be wiſhed, that 
Chriſtians would confider, more attentively 
than they are wont to do, how far the Chri- 
ſtian diſpenſation hath repealed the Moſaic! 
No further, ſurely, than merely as the Moſaic 
was calculated to keep the Jeus a ſepatate 
people, and to keep them in a conſtant pra- 
ctice of ſuch rites and ceremonies as were 
types and ſhadows of the Me/fiah, and his 
kingdom: and Tythes, ſurely, can comeun- 
der none of theſe heads. The payment of 
them was coeval with the world, and in pra- 
ctice with every nation under heaven, inde- 
pendent of the Moſaic inſtitution; and the 
obligation to the payment of them as ſtrong 
upon us at this day, as the obſervance of the 
ſabbath; and for reaſons as clear and con- 
vincing; an adequate and permanent provi- 
fion for the miniſters of true religion being 
as eſſential, as abſolutely neceſſary, to the ex- 
iſtence of it in the world, as the ſetting apart 


follow, that what was moral in it, to wit, the main - 
tenance of the miniſters of true religion, was aboliſhed 
alſo? No one ever yet imagined, that our Saviour ever 
intended to aboliſh any thing that was moral in the law 
of Meſes. And if the proviſion of a proper mainte- 
nance for the miniſters of true religion in the ſociety, 
be not a duty of the higheſt moral obligation, I own 
know not what is. 


certin 
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certain ſtated times for diſcharging the great 
and fundamental offices of it: and there- 
fore the obligation to the payment of Tythes 
is, from the nature and reaſon of the thing, 
as ſtrong upon us at this day, as the obliga- 
tion to the obſervance of the ſabbath. _ 

If there be ſuch a thing as natural religion 
in the world, the duty of contributing to the 
ſupport of Gop's pure and public worſhip 
in the ſociety, is, moſt undoubtedly, one of 
its firſt and plaineſt principles“; and it is im- 

| poſſible 


* I wiſh thoſe gentlemen who ſet themſelves in ſuch 
violent oppoſition to the payment of perſonal Tythes, 
or ſome ſmall compoſition in lieu of them, would can- 
didly conſider how they can do fo, conſiſtently with this 
principle, For my own part, I own, it is utterly in- 
conceivable to me, how a contribution of one D 
year (that is, leſs than one farthing a week), out of the 
gains of a good trade, to ſo excellent and important a 
purpoſe, can be deemed a grievance, and an oppreſhon : 
and I am ſatisfied, that the bare ſuggeſtion of ſuch a 
complaint, would have ſhocked a heathen of any age 
from the foundation of the world, but this. 

But it is objected, That they who are called upon to 
pay perſonal Tythes, or ſome compoſition in lieu of 
them, are often ſuch as have paid predial Tythes be- 
fore; and it were hard to load them with both. To this 
I anſwer, what hath before been fully proved, That no 
man contributes one mite to the maintenance of the 
clergy by the payment of predial T ythes : and therefore 
what colour of reaſon can there be, why men ſhould 
contribute nothing to the ſupport of true religion in the 

Ii 3 ſociety, 
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poſſible to imagine, that any of the con- 
verts to Chriſtianity could think themſelves 
acquitted of this obligation, by that inſti. 
tution. They had all been Heathens, or 
Jews, before their converſion; and, as ſuch, 
well acquainted with the duty and practice 
of paying Tythes: and can it be imagined, 
that they thought themſelves leſs. bound to 
this duty, and practice, after their converſion? 
This is certain, that the firſt converts to 
Chriſtianity laid their whole fortunes at the 
feet of the apoſtles: and can it be imagined 
that they could refuſe them a Tenth for their 
ſupport, towhom they ſubmitted their whole 
ſubſtance? And it is clear, from ecclefiaſti- 
cal hiſtory, that this way of thinking con- 
tinued long after among the primitive Chri- 


fociety, from the profits of a gainful trade? How 
ſtrangely do we forget, that, without religion, rapine 
and violence would take place of peace, and property, 
and commerce | 

Shall a man pay Tythes in proportion as Gop hath 
bleſſed the fruits of his field, and pay nothing from the 
fruits of his induſtry in trade, and the bleſſing of Gon 
upon it; forgetting that it is the bleſſing of the Lord 
which maketh rich? Prov. x. 22. Have we no returns 
to make for the invaluable giſts of health and ſtrength, 
without which the beſt purpoſes of induſtry will be 
fruitleſs to ourſelves and families? Even the Heathen 


grudged not to make frequent ſacrifices to the god of 
ſtians; 


health 
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ſtians; inſomuch that the moſt learned ene- 
mies to the divine original of Tythes are 
forced to confeſs, that the Chriſtians of the 
carlier ages contributed much more than 
the Tenth of their whole earthly ſub- 
ſtance, to the ſupport of the teachers of the 
Goſpel*®, | 

St. Paul, in many paſſages of his epiſtles, 
ſtrongly aſſerts the right of the Chriſtian mi- 
niſtry to a ſupport from their miniſtry; and, 
in the ixth chapter of his firſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, clearly aſſerts their right to ſuch 
a ſupport as the Jewiſb prieſthood were in- 
titled to, from their officiating in the temple. 
Do ye not know, that they 10ho miniſter about 
holy things, live of the things of the temple ; 
and they which wait at the altar, are par- 
takers with the altar? Even ſo hath the 
Lord ordained, that they which preach the 


Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 


* Sir Henry Spelman tells us (in his treatiſe De non 
temerand. eccleſ. p. 3,4-), That, in the firſt ages of 
«© Chriſtian religion (after the great perſecutions), the 
c church, by the means of oblations and offerings, be- 
«© gan ſo to abound in riches, that the good emperors 
c themſelves (Conftantine and YValentimian) were con- 
© ſtrained to make laws (not unlike our ſtatutes of mort- 
„ main) to reſtrain the exceſs thereof; for fear of im- 


«© poverilhing their temporal eſtate. 
PE” Now 
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Now if this paſſage is not to be ſo under- 
ſtood, that the Chriſtian prieſthood ſhould 
ſubſiſt by the Goſpel, as the Jewiſb prieſt- 
hood did by the law, the words are not inter- 
preted in their moſt natural and obvious 
meaning *. | \ ©, 


* But we are told-( Appendix to the Great caſe of 
Tythes, p. 76.), that Tythes were to ceaſe at the com- 
fing of our Saviour CHRIST : becauſe the law, that 
« is, the Levitical law, whereof Tythes is a branch, 
«© was but until John the Baptiſt.“ . 

I anſwer, firſt, As to the right of Tythes reſting 
only upon the Levitical law, enough hath already been 
ſaid, to remove that great miſtake. In the next place, 
as to the doctrine, that the law was to ceaſe at the com- 
ing of John the Baptiſt, this alſo is utterly falſe ; and 
grounded upon groſs ignorance of the original text, 
Luke xvi. 16. the ſenſe of which is, that the law and the 
prophets were preached until ohm fince that, the king» 
dom of GroD is preached, &c. | 

« But Tythes were paid to the Levites, who paid 
cc only a tenth of their Tythes to the prieſts : how, 
<< then, doth the payment of Tythes to miniſters ſuc- 
<< ceed to the payment of Tythes to the Levites, who 
<< were not prieſts ?” (Great caſe of Tythes, p. 24, 


25. 

| 7 anſwer, firſt, That Tythes were a to 
prieſts ; and, conſequently, ſhould, ſince the Goſpel, be 
paid to CHRIS, who is a prieſt for ever: as-hath al- 
ready been ſhewn. Secondly, The prieſts and Levites, 
having been the miniſters of true religion under the law, 
may now, by an eaſy figure of ſpeech, be conſidered but 
as another form of words, to expreſs the miniſters of 
true religion. And Sir H. Spelman obſerves ( Larger 
work, p. 134.), that “ Gop himſelf, in the laſt of 
% T/giah, ver. 21. calleth the miniſters of the Goſpel 
| b 66 prieſts 
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Chriſtian mixiſtry are intitled to an equiva- 
lent ſupport (and then the practice of the 
primitive Chriſtians will be their beſt com- 
ment); let that be found out, and I am ſatiſ- 
fed: but I would aſk any candid man, that 
contended for this interpretation, Upon what 
principles he could allow himſelf to ſwerve 
from the example of Gop, in this point, ſup- 
poſing he could find out ſuch an equivalent? 
For my own part, I have ever underſtood, 
that the example of God, in all pointswhere- 
in he is imitable by us, conſiſtently with the 
obligations of his own laws upon us, was not 
only our indiſpenſable duty, but alſo our 
ſureſt guidance: and he muſt have a moſt 
amazing ſtock of what I ſhould in myſelf 
deem profane and profligate vanity, who 
thinks himſelf capable of deviſing a wiſer, 
or a better. 


tc priefts and Levites ; as tho* he had only changed the 
« courſe of their ſervice, and not the main, or end of 
tc their inſtitution. I will take of them ¶ vix. of the 
« Gentiles] for prieſts and Levites. That is, the ge- 
« neration of Levi ſhall no longer be appropriate to 
« my ſervice: but I will communicate their function 
46 to the Gentiles; and out of them will I take prieſts 
e and Lyevites, to perform the ſervice of my charge.” 


I own, 


But ſuppoſe them to mean only, ES AM Wh 
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I own, that neither that apoſtle, nor any 
of the early teachers of Chriſtianity, either 
were, or wiſhed to be (as far as we know), 
poſſeſſed of the Tythes; and that ſuch an 
attempt, before their doctrine and claim were 
ſufficiently evidenced to the world, would be 
abſurd, injurious, and deſtructive of the pur. 
poſes of their miſſion: injurious, becauſe it 
would be invading the property of other 
men, then legally poſſeſſed of them; and 
deſtructive of the purpoſes of their miſſion, 
becauſe fixed local poſſeſſions, connected 
with the obligation of fixed local duties, 
were inconſiſtent with the obligation of per- 
petual travelling from region to region, 
which lay upon the apoſtles, for the propa- 
gation of the Goſpel. But how this could 
bar, impair, or alter, either the right of their 
ſucceſſors, or the Divine ordinance, when the 
religion of Ixsus was every-where received, 
J believe the adverſary can as little explain, 
as I can imagine. 

I own, it was late, before things fell into 
the preſent train; nor are they yet wholly 
in the courſe of the Divine ordinance ; it 
being ſeidom eaſy to return into the right 


road, alter men have once unhappily ſwerved 
from 
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from ir. But, ſurely, nothing can be more 
idle, or abſurd, than to make that an obje- 
Aion apainſt the preſent eſtabliſhment of 
Tythes ; that it now, though late, approaches 
ſo near the Divine original inſtitution of them. 
But itis objected, That, in this caſe, the 
miniſters of the Goſpel are mercenary hire- 
lings; whereas the diſpenſation of ſuch a 
bleffing among mankind ought to be free, 
and proceed only from motives of conſcience, 
and duty towards Gop: and it is inconceiv- 
able to think, what infinite reproach, and end- 
leſs abuſe, have been vented againſt the mi- 
niſtry of the eſtabliſhed church, upoh this 
head. But the truth is, they have been 
vented either by ſubtle and deſigning hypo- 
ctites, or by weak men, who have little 
knowlege either of their own nature, or the 
ways of Gop with mankind. Nothing is 
more obvious, than that rewards and puniſh- 
ments are the great engines by which Gon 
governs the world; that every act of duty is 
attended with rewards of ſome kind or other, 
even in this world: and therefore, to impeach 
any man in the diſcharge of any duty, be- 
cauſe the diſcharge of it is attended with 
certain rewards; is to impeach the appoint- 

ments 


[ 492 ] 


ments of Providence: and more particularly 
ſo; where the rewards are fixed and deter- 


mined by his own appointment, as they are 
in the preſent caſe. The ſole point thatwill 
bear any ſcrutiny upon this head is, Whe- 
ther the duties, to which thoſe rewards are 
annexed, be diſcharged with a good con- 
ſcience, and upon the principle of paying a 
religious obedience to the Divinecommands? 
This is evidently St. Paul's way of think- 
ing; for tho' he maintained himſelf, for the 
moſt part, in the diſcharge of his miniſtry, 
by the labour of his own hands; yet he ex- 
preſly and repeatedly aſſerts his own right, 
and the right of his fellow-labourers, to be 
maintained, and rewarded, for preaching the 
Goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. Nor was it, with him, 
a juſt objection either againſt this, or any 
other part of godlineſs, but quite the con- 
trary, a right and a reaſonable motive, that 
it 1s profitable unto all things, having the 
promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
which 1s to. come, It is true, he did this: 
freely, to keep both himſelf, and the Goſpel, 
clear of all ſuſpicion of venality, to which 
all things expenſive are obnoxious, till their 


excellence and purity be thoroughly under- 
ſtood: 
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ſtood: and alſo, to obey the commands of 
his great Lord and maſter; who expreſly or- 
dered, that it ſhould be ſo, Mat. x. 8. But 
whom did CRISFr command to preach the 
Goſpel freely? I anſwer, His apoſtles; who 
had received it freely: and he himſelf adds 
that reaſon. His apoſtles, who had been at 
no expence, either of time, or ſtudy, or for- 
tune, to attain a full and true knowlege of it. 
But is that the caſe of any of its preſent 
preachers, at leaſt of any of them who are 
rightly called, and worthy to be ſo? Let us 
hear what our bleſſed Saviour himſelf ſays 
upon this head. Every ſcribe, which is in- 
ſtructed unto the kingdom of heaven, is like 
unto a man that is an bouſholder, which bring- 
eth forth out of his treaſure things new and 
old, Mat. xiii.52. A wiſe houſholder takes 
care to be well provided with all the mate- 
rials, and utenſils, neceflary to the purpoſes of 
his profeſſion: a ſcribe, that is well inſtructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven, ſhould take care 
to be as well furniſhed, in his way: which 
cannot be, without a variety of expence, toil, 
and trouble; which ignorant and illiterate 
objectors have no idea of. He muſt be well 
informed in the antient and preſent condi- 
tion 


ful knowlege from them both: that ſo he 
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tion of the world; and in antient and mo- 
dern literature; and gather up ſtores of uſe- 


may be enabled, as occaſion offers, to do, as 
his Lord expects he ſhould; f bring forth 
out of bis treaſures things new and old. And 
as this cannot be done, without much time, 
much expence, much ſtudy, and wearineſs of 
the fleſh; onght he, after all, to be con- 
demned to a precarious, or 2 ſcanty, and illi- 
beral maintenance; and be denied all thoſe 
comforts, and eaſements, which the infirmi- 
ties of a life, whoſe beſt years have been ex- 
hauſted in hard ſtudy, — a. diligent conſoi- 
entious diſcharge of all the nobleſt and myſt 
important offices to his fellow - oreatures, have 
the juſteſt claim to, in the ſociety? And if 
our Lord had expected, that thi; ſnould have 
freely been done by all the ſucceſſors of the 
apoſtles, for the inſtruction of mankind in 
his holy Goſpel; ſurely he would have en- 
dowed thoſe ſucoeſſors with apoſtolic po- 
ers to the end of the world, and enabled 
them, as he did the apoſtles, to work mi- 
racles for their maintenance. And this, to 
me, is ſo clear and inconteſtable, that I 


ſhould deem it but mere miſ- ſpent time, to 
refute 
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refute the dull revilings, and ſpecious hypo- 
critical vanities, urged by Satanic deluſion, 
wry-eyed envy, and TTY ane, en 
the other ſide. 7 

J am very ſenſible how liable all that I 
* 4 now faid, upon this ſubject, may be to 
libertine cavils; and how obvious it is to ob- 
ject, That all che arguments, urged in favour 
of the Divine original of e are urged 
from motives of ſelf- 

To this I beg leave to ang; That it 
matters not whence they are urged, but how 
they are founded. There is no moral or re- - 
ligious truth in the world, in the eſtabliſh- 
ment of which great numbers of mankind 
are not greatly intereſted ; and yet their be- 
ing ſo was never yet deemed an argument of 
any moment to impeach thoſe truths. The 
ſingle point in queſtion is, Whether they are 
ſufficiently ſupported by reaſon and evi- 
dence? And therefore I earneſtly beſeech 
you to do here, as in all other cafes, weigh 
the evidence, -and that only. 

My brethren, this is the firſt opportunity 
I ever had of declaring the will of Gop to 
you, or explaining his word; and it may be 
the laſt; and Go p forbid that I ſhould take 
| | this 
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this only opportunity of handling the word \of 
Gop deceicfully! And I appeal to him, and 


ſo may he bleſs me in this world, and in the 
next, as I have preſſed this duty upon you: 


with integrity, and fingleneſs of heart; and 


the conviction of my own conſcience. . 7 


I beſeech you, my brethren, to bear with 
me jo a few moments ; bear with my infir. 
a ri ot to be, in ſome degree, confided i in oh 
this occaſion: at leaſt, if you believe me to 


be of a character equally abhorrent from 


avarice, and hypocriſy. I am far advanced 
in life ; I have no fortune to make, or family 
to provide for; and if merely my own per- 
ſonal intereſt were concerned in the point, 
although there were no ſuch thing as Tythes 
in the world, I bleſs Gop, I could live then, 
as well as Ido now. I could live as well; 
but perhaps there are ſome few others who 
could not live at all. 

My brethren, I do verily believe, that 
moſt good clergymen conſider themſelves, in 
ſome meaſure, as almoners of Providence, 
for the relief of every ſocial diſtreſs (and the 
time is not long lapſed, ſince many of them 
were owned to be ſo): what every man's 

private 
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private charities are, that reſts only between 


Gov and his own conſcience; his publio 


benefactions other men ean judge of. For 
my own part, Gop knows I have too little 
to ſay on either hand: thus much, however, 
I may fay, becauſe there are ſome preſent 
who know the truth of it, that the oppreſ- 
ſions which have purſued my ſtation, have 
apparently hurted the poor of theſe pariſhes, 
in ſome emoluments ; which, however in- 
conſiderable : in e were of ſome 
importance to them: might we indulge our- 
ſelves in ſo ſtrange an imagination, as to ſup- 
poſe a clergyman, who devoted a certain por- 
tion of his income to charity, oppreſſed and 
haraſſed in conſequence of an exemplary act 
of duty; promoting, for inſtance, and pro- 
viding for the public worſhip of Gop, in his 
diſtri; purſued with illegal vexations, under 
colour of relieving certain poor tradeſmen 
from the grievance of a {mall contribution 
towards ſupporting that public worſhip ; 

could we ſuppoſe this, might he not be al- 
lowed thus honeſtly to expoſtulate with his 
people upon the point? Alas! my brethren, 

they who have entered into illegal engage · 


ments to to oppreſs the paſtor in the n 
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of his rights, under colour of relieving poor 
; tradeſmen (as they call them), have, in fact, 
diſtreſſed the real poor; tradeſmen, as well as 
others. They have not ſo properly hurted 
me, as they have hurted thoſe who are much 
more objects of compaſſion, than cruelty. I 
retract ; they have hurted me; they have, 


as far as in them lay, deprived me of the 


greateſt felicity human nature is capable of; 
the felicity of doing good! the delight of 
relieving diſtreſs, and obeying the Divine 
commands in doing ſo + But there is one 
happineſs of which they cannot deprive me; 
the happineſs of ſeeing you all aſſembled here 
to ſerve Gop; and the ſolid ſatisfaction of 
having contributed my mite, towards tha 
eftabliſhment of his public worſhip in'this 
place. He beſt knows, whether that be 
not the true ſource of all the yexations 
that have haraſſed my ſtation ſince my u- 


taining to it: but be that, or Whatever ele, 
the cauſe, Gop, in his infinite mercyi for- 


give the authors, and turn We nu 
To return; 211113 Howal 
My brethren, I do ae i 
Tythes have, to the beſt of my judgment, 
45 many, and as plain marks, characters, and 
| | proofs, 
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proofs, internal and external, of their Divine 
original, as they could well be wiſhed, or 
reaſonably required to have, in order to cre- 
ate an univerſal conviction of their original 
among mankind. They are as old as the 
creation; for firſt- fruits (which are Tythes), 
both of animals and vegetables, are confeſſ- 
edly ſo: they come recommended to us by 
the examples of the beſt men, Abraham 
the friend of Gop, and Jacob his chofen, 
and ratified by the authority of Gop himſelf: 
they are a means, and appointed for ends, 
worthy of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs ! 
they are a permanent, equal, uniform, in- 
expenſive, and unoppreflive ſupport of the 
miniſters of true religion; bearing one even, 
and unvarying relation to the condition of 
their people, and inſeparably connected with 
it: for ever guarding againſt all temptations 
either to pride or oppreſſion on the one hand, 
or ſervile dependence, and baſe compliances, 
on the other: beſt anſwering the purpoſes of 

that wiſe prayer of Agur, Prov. xxx. 8. 
Give me neither poverty nor riches; and ſe- 
curing all the advantages of that middle 
ſtate of life, beſt fitted for all the virtuous 
and valuable felicities both of this world, 


K k 2 | and 
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_— the . and they are confeſſedly 
God's own appointment to his own pecu- 
tar people, under the moſt ſolemn ſan- 
ions of rewards and puniſhments; and, 
as ſuch, our ſureſt guide, and rule of duty: 
and therefore it is no wonder, if this in- 
ſtitution hath had its influence, in all na- 
tions, and ages of the world, both upon the 
worſt men, as well as upon the wiſeſt, and 
the beſt. | 
Muy brethren, the worſt men paid Tythes 
and offerings, contributed to the ſupport of 
religion, from the foundation of the world, 
as well as the wiſeſt, and the beſt. Cain 
brought his offerings to the altar, as well as 
Abel: the wild Arab:ans paid Tythes, as 
well as Abraham the friend of Gop: the 
antient, wiſe, and well-inſtituted Perſians, 
paid Tythes, as well as the poliſhed Grecians: 
the cruel and wicked Cartbaginians paid 
Tythes, as well as the religious Romans : 
the vile hypocrite in the Goſpel gave Tythes 
of all that he poſſeſſed, as well as the patri- 
arch Jacob; and Jacob's vow to Gop is 
ſurely very remarkable, Gen. xxvili. 22. Of 
all that thou ſhalt give me, I will ſurely give 
be Tenth to thee. His Tenth was not con- 


fined 
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fned to the produce of his grounds; vr A 
offspring of his flocks and herds, but 


tended to every gain Gop ſhould enable bn 
to make; as his father Abraham's did to 
Tenth even of the ſpoils of wars. 
In the laſt place, The very Scribes and 
Phariſees, although they paſſed over judge 
ment, and the love Gon; yet were they 
ſo exact and conſcientious in this point that 
they tythed even mint, and rue, and all man- 
ner of herbs; and our bleſſed Saviour bears 
them witneſs, that they did ſo, Mat. xxiii. 
23. and Luke xi. 42. And doth he reprove 
them upon this head? Quite otherwiſe; he 
applauds them, and pronounces. it their duty 


* Nothing is more remarkable, than that all Hea- 
then nations, of which we have any good account 
paid the Tenths of the ſpoils of war to the ſupport of 
religion; the moſt natural account of which practice 
ſeems to be this: That when any country was haraſſed 
with war, the regular payment of Tythes, from the 
produce of the earth, was often unavoidably interrupted : 
but as the ſupport 'of religion was as 2 the 
ſeaſons of war, as of peace; whatever damage was 
ſuſtained by the loſs of Tythes in the — my 
was made up, as well as it — from the ſpo 1 
the enemy; although this practice, in proceſs of poke 
degenerated, as many others have done, into ſ 
tions, in favour of particular places and tomples. But 
till it may be conſidered, as paying a debt of gratitude, 
to Gop, the only — of victory. 


to 
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d 0b 25 ought y e 75 Baue done, and 
nor to rave” or ee. 10 | 
Tg fart up all, my brethren: As You 
dtback the Juſt judgments of Gop upon a 
Trilege; as you would appeaſe his wrath, 
avert his vengeance, and draw down his 
bleſſings from heaven; as you reverence the 
— of the wiſeſt and beſt men of all 
ages and nations from the foundation of the 
world; and ſhould bluſh to be outdone; 

to fall ſhamefully ſhort of the worſt ; and, 

above all, as you reverence the example of 
Go to his own people, and the authority of 
your bleſſed Lord and Saviour CHRIST 
Ixsus; reverence his ordinance ! beware of 


To this it is objected (Great caſe of Tythes, p. 31.), 
That Ixsus Gun then ſpake 2 2 
bound by the law to pay Tythes to the Levitical priefthood, 
as long as that law was in farce: till it was offered up, 
and ſaid it 1s finiſhed, 

I anſwer, once more, That the payment of Tyrhes, 
for the ſupport of the miniſters of true religion, is a part 
of the moral law of Moſes; which never was intended 
to be offered up, or annulled. Nor is there the leaſt 
hint, throughout the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, 
that the payment of them ſhould ever ceaſe, to the end 
of the world. And if there had been the leaſt inten- 
tion that they ſhould, this was the proper time and oc- 
caſion for our Saviour to declare, that they were a tem- 
porary ordinance; as he told the woman of Samaria 
the temple-worſhip was, and ſhould quickly ceaſe, 
Jabn iv. 21, 
| 3. facrilege! 
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ſacrilege beware of corentielt the FRET XS 


of ſacrilege! Remember that dreadful cha- 
rater of this vice, recorded by t ie pſalmiſt, 
the covetous, whom Gop abborreth : re- 
member Gop's own declaration by the 
mouth of his prophet; That he hateth rob- © 
bery, though it were for a burnt-offering, 
Iſa. xi. 8. And much more mult it be de- 
teſtable to him, when its motive is fraud, 
deſpite, 'or enmity. Remember the great 
Chriſtian rule of righteouſneſs, and do unto 
all men as ye would they ſhould do unto you. 
Render, therefore, unto Ceſar, the things that 
are Czſar's, and unto Gop the things that 
are Gop's: fo ſhall ye fulfil all righteouſe 
neſs, and be inexcuſable if ye do not; for 
he hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good: 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy Gop? Micah vi. 8. 
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